
Understanding Children’s Rights:  

A Training Programme Exploring Effective International Advocacy  

16-17 October 2014 

Carmelite Centre, Aungier Street, Dublin 2 

Draft Programme 

 

Day 1:  16 October 2014 
 

9.30am  Registration 

10am Launch of the Training Programme:  Ms. Elizabeth Canavan, Acting Secretary-

General, Department of Children and Youth Affairs 

 

10.10am Title:  Understanding Childhood   

 Format:   Lecture, followed by Q&A 

 Guest speaker:  Prof. Dympna Devine, UCD 

Module leader:  TBC 

Materials:  Course folder, lecture notes and a pre-reading  

 Learning outcomes: 

• Participants will understand the notion of childhood from a children’s rights 

perspective  

• Participants will be equipped with relevant concepts and terminology to 

facilitate full participation in the course such as the concept of a child’s ‘evolving 

capacity’, ‘voice of the child’, ‘the importance of play and education as 

development’ and ‘the central role of the family’ 

• Participants will be able to apply their learnings to a practically based scenario 

explored in the class 

 

11.20am Break 

11.35am Title:   Introduction to Children’s Rights  

 Format:  Lecture, case studies in small groups, discussion 

 Guest speaker:  Dr. Geoffrey Shannon, Special Rapporteur on Child Protection 

 Module leader: TBC  

Materials:  Lecture notes and case studies 

 Learning outcomes: 

• Participants will be familiar with the provisions of the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child 

• Participants will understand the international children’s rights framework 

• Participants will demonstrate their learning by completing related class-based 

activities 

• Participants will understand the children’s rights that are relevant to their 

specific area of work 

 



1pm  Lunch 

 

2pm  An Introduction to Children’s Rights continued  

 

2.40pm Title:  Exploring ways to make children and young people active agents in their rights 

 Methodology:  Lecture, youtube films, small group discussions 

Guest speaker:  Anne O’Donnell, Department of Children and Youth Affairs 

 Module leader:  TBC 

Materials:  Course folder, lecture notes and youtube films 

 Learning outcomes: 

• Participants will understand the importance of the engagement by their child 

service users in the Children’s Report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the 

Child 

• Participants will have a basic knowledge of the principle of participation 

• Participants will understand key examples of effective engagement by children 

and young people in the vindication of their rights  

• Participants will appreciate the challenges in the interaction of children and 

young people with their rights – such as age appropriate content  

 

3.30pm  Break  

 

3.50pm  Title:   Focus on Rights – Socio-economic Rights  

  Methodology: Lecture, case studies, scenario for discussion in groups 

Guest speaker: Dr. Liam Thornton, UCD 

Module leader:  TBC 

Materials:  Course folder, lecture notes and case scenarios  

Learning outcomes: 

•          Participants will explore key children’s rights issues such as rights to shelter, the 

right to an adequate standard of living and health-care and the right to benefit 

from social security. 

•          Participants will have had the opportunity to focus on the legal duties on a State 

to protect the socio-economic rights of children. 

•          Participants engage with the recommendations of the Constitutional 

Convention to strengthen protection of socio-economic rights in the Irish 

Constitution.  

 

5.20pm  Close 

  



Day 2:  17 October 2014 
 

10am  Title:   Enforcement of children’s rights in Ireland  

Methodology:  Lecture and short problem-based scenarios for discussion 

Guest speaker:  Brian Barrington, BL 

Module leader:  TBC 

 Materials:  Lecture notes and scenarios 

 Learning outcomes: 

• Participants will have a basic knowledge of the interaction between 

international and domestic laws with a focus on the impact of Ireland’s dualist 

system at a national level 

• Participants will be familiar with the key agencies and players with responsibility 

for enforcing children’s rights in Ireland 

• Using class-based scenarios, participants will understand the steps involved in 

accessing children’s rights remedies in Ireland 

11.15am Break 

 

11.35am Title:  The UN human rights reporting process and the work of the UN Committee 

on the Rights of the Child 

Methodology: Lecture and Q&A 

Guest speaker: TBC 

Module leader:  TBC 

Materials: Lecture notes / Powerpoint presentation 

Learning outcomes: 

• Participants will understand the process from a State and NGO perspective in 

reporting to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 

• Participants will understand the work of the Committee including reporting, 

general comments, individual communications and inquiries, jurisprudence 

• Participants will see the added value for the work of their organisation in 

participation in the shadow reporting process 

 

1pm  Lunch 

 

2pm  Title:  Writing Impactful Parallel Reports  

Methodology: Lecture and discussion 

Guest speaker:  Tanya Ward, Chief Executive, Children’s Rights Alliance 

Module leader:   TBC 

Materials:  Lecture notes and previous samples of best practice 

Learning outcomes: 

• Participants will understand: 

o The aim of parallel reporting 

o The technical requirements of the Committee 

o The impact of one coordinated Parallel Report to the Committee 

o The limitations of parallel reporting 

• Participants will know the elements of an impactful Parallel Report 

• Participants will appreciate the value add of focused recommendations in a 

Parallel Report 

 

3.45pm  Break 

 

 



4pm  Title:   Effective international advocacy 

Methodology: Lecture, case studies and group discussions 

Guest speaker: Veronica Yates, Child Rights Information Network 

Module leader: TBC 

Materials:  Course folder, lecture notes 

Learning outcomes: 

• Participants will develop an understanding of the structures for advocacy on an 

international level, the role of the Committee and the Committee’s Secretariat 

• Participants will show an understanding of the composition of the UN 

Committee on the Rights of the Child, its election process and its challenges 

5.30pm  Close 

 


