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In January 2016, the UN will examine Ireland’s record on children’s rights. The examination is carried 
out by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, a group of 18 experts who meet in Geneva, 
Switzerland. They will focus an international spotlight on Ireland. Previous examinations have led to 
significant improvements for children and young people.  
 
To support its work, the UN welcomes reports from civil society groups and from children and young 
people. This allows the UN to better understand what life is really like for children and young people 
and what the Government is doing well or badly. The Children’s Rights Alliance will submit a report 

on behalf of its membership and civil society. To learn more see UNCRC Briefing Note. 
 

The Children’s Rights Alliance, in partnership with UNICEF Ireland, is supporting children 
and young people to submit a report from Ireland to the UN.  
 
We need your help to make this project a success and get as many children and young 
people involved as possible. We need you to: 

 Tell children and young people about the project and support them to get involved 

 You can also nominate a child or young person to join a Project Team.  
 
The Project Team will help us select the material to be included in the report and to write an 
introduction to the report. A small number of children and young people from the Project Team will 
travel to Geneva to present the report to the UN in June 2015.  
 
The deadline for Project Team nominations is Friday 30 January. The deadline for submissions is 
Friday 20 February 2015. The report must be submitted to the UN in early March. 
 
In December 2014, we held a Planning Group meeting with 11 young people to help us identify 
themes and design the format of the project. They suggested we use photographs and social media 
to encourage active participation by children and young people of all ages and abilities.  
 
We really want the project to be as inclusive as possible – involving children and young people from 
across the country reflecting different ages, genders, abilities and with different life experiences, 
including those in care and from various socio-economic, cultural, ethnic and migrant backgrounds. 
A number of early years’ organisations will work together to capture the views of children under 6 
years of age. If you would like to get involved in the early years’ group or have queries or suggestions 
on how best to include ‘hard to reach’ groups, please email Julie@childrensrights.ie 
 
If you have any queries about the please contact either Julie Ahern, Children’s Rights Alliance at 01-

6629400 or Julie@childrensright.ie or Vivienne Parry at 01-809 0280 or  Vivienne@unicef.ie  

http://childrensrights.ie/resources/briefing-note-un-committee-rights-child
mailto:Julie@childrensrights.ie
mailto:Julie@childrensright.ie
mailto:Vivienne@unicef.ie
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What we want to produce: 
 

Together we will build a picture of Ireland from the lens 
of its youngest citizens. By showing Ireland from their 
unique perspective, we will ensure that the Committee 
on the Rights of the Child at the UN will understand how 
children and young people live and what matters most to 
them. The UN will then advise the Government on how it 
can make Ireland a better place for everyone.  

 
What we want to know: 

 

 Is Ireland a good place to grow up? 
 

 How can it be made better?  (This report is about making 
Ireland a better place in which to be a child or young person!) 

 
How to get involved: 

 

1. Hold a workshop on children’s rights, use the online 
discussion cards for ideas & decide what issues matter most. 
 

2. Capture your discussions & share with us your 
recommendations for building a better Ireland for children 
and young people.  
 

3. Join our online national campaign ‘Picture Your Rights’. 
Come together with other children and young people in taking 
photos that show the Ireland you live in.   
 

 

 

 

  



3 Briefing Note on Children and Young People’s Engagement in the UN Review of Ireland’s Child Rights Record 

 

 

 Focus on what you want to tell the UN about being a child or a 
young person.  

 Give your photo a title and a caption (max. 30 words) 
explaining its meaning for you.  

 Post it on Instagram with #pictureyourrights and a hashtag of 
the relevant theme or email us.  

 Remember you need to be over 13 to join Instagram. 

 Follow us on Instagram at PictureYourRights. 

 If cameras are difficult to source, please contact 
info@pictureyourrights.com for assistance.  

 
If your group are more interested in exploring the issues through 
other formats such as letter writing, poetry, drawings or videos, all 
are welcome contributions to the report.  

Send them to us by email to info@pictureyourrights.com or by 
post to: UNICEF Ireland: 33 Lower Ormond Quay, Dublin 1. 

 

4. Apply to be on the Project Team  
We are seeking nominations of children and young people to join a 
Project Team. The Project Team will select the photographs and 
written materials for inclusion in the report. They will write an 
introduction to the report, including key recommendations for 
change. They will also help us design and launch the Report. Some 
of this group will go to Geneva to meet with the UN. (See 
nomination form below) 
  
5. Spread the Word 
Please promote the project and its website on your social media 
sites and through your ambassadors. It is important that this 
process in as inclusive and broad based as possible.  

  

mailto:info@pictureyourrights.com
http://instagram.com/pictureyourrights
mailto:info@pictureyourrights.com
mailto:info@pictureyourrights.com
mailto:info@pictureyourrights.com
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Practical Things 
 
Eligibility: If you are under the age of 18 and living in the Republic of Ireland this project is for you. 
 
Deadline: Friday 20 February 2015.  
 
How to submit material 
Photos 

 Submit your original images by uploading them to Instagram along with #pictureyourrights 
and a hashtag of the theme relevant to the picture. Please give each photo a title and a 
caption of no more than 30 words explaining its meaning for you.  

 Remember you can only use Instagram if you are over 13 years. So if you are under 13 you 
can email your image to info@pictureyourrights.com. If you email in your photo, you will 
need to ask your parent or guardian to complete a consent form (see website). If your photo 
or video features another identifiable child or children (under 18 year), you will need to get a 
parental/guardian consent form from each of them. 

Writing, poetry, drawings and videos 

 Submit your views and ideas in whatever way best suits you – by letter writing, poetry, 
drawings or videos. Please give each drawing a title and a caption of no more than 30 words 
explaining its meaning for you. Send them to us at info@pictureyourrights.com or by post 
to: UNICEF Ireland: 33 Lower Ormond Quay, Dublin 1. 

 
Photo requirements 

 Photos must be originals. Make sure you have taken the photo you plan to submit.  

 Photos must be taken in Ireland. 

 If you are taking a photo of someone else, you need to ask them for their permission to 
include their image in this project.  

 You may submit as many photos as you wish. The same or similar photos should not be 
entered into more than one of the eight themes. However, we have discretion to move 
photos into different themes if we judge it appropriate. 

 
Acknowledgements & Privacy 

 All submitted material used in the project will be credited to the author, we may use a 
combination of the child or young person’s first name, age, gender, county and potentially a 
relevant factor such as ‘a child in care’.  

 To protect your privacy, we will assess submitted material for any identifying material. We 
reserve the right to exclude or edit out any identifying material.  

 We reserve the right to inspect all material for appropriate content. Inappropriate content 
will be excluded from the project. 
 

Consent & child protection 

 We would ask that organisations running a workshop to develop material for this project 
ensure that they secure appropriate parental/guardian consent and adhere to child 
protection policies.  

 If submitting a photograph or video by email, you get your parent guardian to complete a 
consent form (see website). If it features another identifiable child or children (under 18 
years), you will need to get a parental/guardian consent form from each of them. 

 
Copyright 

 You hold the copyright of all material you submit for this project. 

 By engaging in this project however, you grant the Children's Rights Alliance and UNICEF 
Ireland with a worldwide, irrevocable and perpetual license to feature your submitted 
materials in any of our digital and printed publications aimed at advancing and promoting 
the rights of children; as well as in any promotional, communication and publicity material 
connected to this project.   

mailto:info@pictureyourrights.com
mailto:info@pictureyourrights.com
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Children’s Rights: Themes 
 
All children have special rights, from the very day they are born. Below are 8 themes to help you reflect on 
what your rights look and feel like. The themes cover the rights contained in the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child and can be used as a guide for discussions, submissions and recommendations.  
 
1. Being Me 
Is Ireland a great place to be you? Is your culture, identity, beliefs or ethnicity accepted and respected? Does 
who you are matter in your school, education centre or community? Do you feel you can be you while at the 
same time have your privacy protected (especially online). Let us know what describes and celebrates who you 
are and if you feel you are respected and protected. 
 
2. Being Involved 
Are you involved enough? Do you have a say in decisions that affect you? When and where was the last time 
you felt included in your community, your school? Do adults who make decisions about your life, do a good job 
in asking you to take part? Do you think social workers, the Gardaí, judges and doctors listen to children and 
young people? Let us know who listens to your opinions and/or where you feel most included? 
 
3. Feeling Safe 
How safe do you feel as a child or young person in Ireland? Is your neighbourhood somewhere that you feel 
safe? Does bullying happen in your school and if so, do you feel your school can protect you? Is there enough 
information and protection out there to make you feel safe when you are online? Does Ireland do enough to 
make sure you feel safe? Let us know where you do or don't feel safe or what or who makes you feel safe. 
 
4. My Skills 
Is Ireland ensuring that you develop the skills you need for life? What is your school or education centre like? 
Do you learn the subjects that are important to you. Is school expensive for you and your family? Do you have 
access to the tools you need to learn, to play, to achieve? If you have a disability, do you think you are getting 
enough support? What is missing that could help you have a better chance in life? Let us know what is helping 
or not helping you achieve the skills you need to succeed in life. 
 
5. My Care and Well-being 
Do you feel well looked after, cared for and healthy in your body and in your mind? Are your needs being met? 
Do you have somewhere to live and enough to eat? Are you able to live a healthy lifestyle with access to 
enough good food and time and space to exercise? Are you affected by drink, drugs or smoking? Do you have 
enough information to make good choices in friendships and relationships? Does Ireland give you and those 
who care for you enough support to make sure you are taken good care of? Do you need special care and is 
that being provided to you? Let us know what describes your care, your health and/or your wellbeing. 
 
6. Inequality 
Are all children treated equally in Ireland or do you or other children you know get treated unfairly or suffer 
from discrimination because of who they are, where they are from or what they have? Is racism a problem in 
Ireland? Does poverty effect children and young people? Are children and young people treated unfairly 
because of their religion or their background? Do you feel you or others you know get treated in a fair, 
respectful and just way? Let us know what describes how you or other children and/or young people are 
treated in Ireland. 
 
7. My Future 
Is your generation's future being protected? Should this be a right of all children? Do you feel people are 
making the right decisions to ensure your community, your environment and the planet as a whole are 
sustainable? Do you receive enough support and education to make the right choices yourself and to ensure 
you have the means to support yourself once you become an adult? Let us know what describes what your 
future looks like and whether or not it is being looked after properly. 
 
8. It’s About Us 
Please send us in a photo, letter, poem, drawing or a video that describes any rights we have not covered, that 
you think Ireland could do better to protect.  
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Nominations to Join the Project Team 
 
Deadline for nominations: Friday 30 January 2015  
 
Criteria:  

 Open to all children and young people under 18 years living in the Republic of Ireland. 

 Each organisation can nominate up to two children or young people. 

 Successful nominees will have to be available to travel to Dublin for a planning meeting on 
Saturday 21 February and possibly one more before the final report is drafted. 

 

For Organisation 
 
Name of nominating organisation: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Contact person within organisation:___________________________________________________ 
 
Contact number: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

For Child or Young Person 
 
Name of child or young people being nominated: _________________________________________ 
 
Home county: __________ ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Birth:____________________ 
 
Gender: ________________________ 
 
Anything special about you or your family that you’d like to tell us: ___________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why do you want to be involved in this project to bring the voices of children 
and young people to the UN?  
 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 


