
Happy New Year and welcome to the first issue of the Children’s Rights 

Alliance eNewsletter!   

 

We’ve had a busy year, expanding our staff with the appointment of 

the Communications Director, Legal Policy Officer, Information Officer 

and Office Manager.  2008 promises to be another crucial year for us, 

with the proposed referendum on children’s rights likely to dominate 

our work programme.   

 

Other issues on our agenda include tackling the unacceptable level of child poverty and the inade-

quate level of care provided to separated children, and advocating against the proposal that chil-

dren under 18 be detained in the new adult prison at Thornton Hall.  Through the Community and 

Voluntary Pillar of Social Partnership, we will continue to lobby for the fulfilment of the commit-

ments to children in the Towards 2016 agreement.  

 

In 2008, we will be continuing to develop our communications with member organisations and 

other interested parties.  We are eager to develop new ways of working, such as the establishment 

of our recent Children’s Rights Podcast Series and this quarterly eNewsletter.  As this first issue is a 

pilot edition, we would welcome your feedback.  The eNewsletter’s purpose is to keep you up-to-

date with all relevant Alliance news, and let us know if you would like to contribute articles as well.  

We’d be delighted to hear from you, so do please let us know what you think of the eNewsletter.  

We hope you find it interesting. 

Happy New Year! 

Alliance News 

31 January – Key Date for Children’s Referendum 

The Joint Committee on the Constitutional Amendment on Children is currently consid-

ering wording for a constitutional amendment  on children’s rights. The Committee is 

chaired by Mary O’Rourke TD and has called for submissions from individuals and or-

ganisations. The deadline for submissions is Thursday, 31 January 2008. 

The Committee’s terms of reference mean that its starting point will be the wording of the Govern-

ment’s Bill, published in February 2007.  

In its submission to the Committee, the Alliance will seek to broaden the thinking of the Committee 

on the concept of children's rights.  The submission will advocate that the amendment be in line with 

the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  The Alliance will call for the amendment to go further 

than the 2007 Bill by including express rights for children, such as the right to health, an adequate 

standard of living and the right to be heard, as well as a non-discrimination provision. 

Following the completion of its submission, the Alliance will continue to advocate that the Govern-

ment formulates an appropriately worded amendment which strengthens children’s constitutional 

rights and that it sets a date for the referendum to take place during 2008.   

The Alliance is holding a consultation meeting with members to gather your views and hear your 

experiences of how current constitutional provisions impact on children with whom you work.   The 

meeting will be held on Thursday, 17 January from 9.30am – 1pm in the Carmelite Centre, Aungier 

Street, Dublin 2. If you are interested in attending, please RSVP to mairead@childrensrights.ie or (01) 

6629400 by 11 January 2008. 

         Issue 1, January 2008  

This Issue: 

31 January — 

Key Date for 

Children’s     

Referendum 

Children’s 

Rights are     

Parents Rights   

Young            

Offenders & 

Thornton Hall 

Children & 

Armed Conflict 

Budget 2008 

Separated    

Children & the    

Immigration Bill 

Podcast Series — 

Father Peter 

McVerry 

Council of 

Europe Human 

Rights         

Commissioner 

Recommends 

Amendment 

Exciting        

Opportunity  

Research and       

Policy Officer  

A 3 year full-time 

position to research 

and develop policies 

on aspects of       

children’s rights. 

See back page. 



We were delighted that so many par-

ents gathered in Dublin’s Gresham 

Hotel on Saturday 1 December 2007 to 

attend our ‘Children’s Rights – Are 

they a Parent’s Nightmare?’ event to 

air their views about childcare, chil-

dren’s rights and the evolving respon-

sibilities of teenagers.  Attendees 

heard from our panel of experts, in-

cluding child psychologist and pre-

senter of the critically acclaimed RTE 

One TV series ‘Families in Trouble’ 

David Coleman, Children's Rights Alli-

ance founder and current chair Dr. 

Nóirín Hayes, Youth Work Ireland’s 

Michael McLoughlin, and Kate Holm-

quist, an Irish Times columnist, broad-

caster and author.  

 

This was an important opportunity for 

us to engage with parents ahead of 

the proposed referendum on chil-

dren’s rights and to listen to the issues 

affecting parents.  We heard from a 

mother whose blind daughter wasn't 

allowed on a school trip due to her 

disability; a mother whose two chil-

dren, with conditions on the autism 

spectrum, do not receive the support 

they need at school; and a father con-

cerned that children don't have the 

right of equal access to both parents 

following marital separation.   

 

Clearly, what came out of the meeting 

was that parents' lives would be easier 

if children actually did have rights, as it 

would avoid the exhausting battles 

facing many parents on behalf of their 

child. 

 

David Coleman told the audience: 

‘Parents should not fear children’s 

rights; they should embrace them.  

They are certainly not the nightmare 

portrayed by some.  In fact, it is an 

opportunity to secure more and better 

quality services for their children.  It is 

high-time that parents were given the 

space to explore children’s rights and 

to realise a great many of them are 

already upholding the rights of their 

child.  Children’s rights in our Constitu-

tion will only serve to strengthen fami-

lies.’ 

 

Following the event, Jillian van Turn-

hout, Chief Executive of the Alliance, 

said: ‘We are delighted that so many 

parents gave up their Saturday morn-

ing to discuss the rights of children 
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and that so many shared our view that chil-

dren’s rights can only be a positive develop-

ment for parenting and families in general.  

Parents are our key partners in upholding the 

rights of children in Ireland.  As one parent 

told me, “this clearly demonstrates that par-

ents and children’s rights advocates are on the 

same side of this debate”.’ 

 

A full report of the event will be made avail-

able shortly on our website. Email 

ken@childrensrights.ie  for a copy. 

Jillian van Turnhout (Alliance Chief Executive), 

David Coleman (Clinical Psychologist) and Dr. 

Nórín Hayes  (Alliance Board Chair) 

Kate Holmquist  (Irish Times Columnist)    

Audience member 

Michael McLoughlin (Youth Work Ireland) 

No Child Should Enter 

Thornton Hall  
The Alliance held a successful meeting on 30 

November 2007 to discuss the Government’s 

proposed plans for the detention of young 

offenders under the age of 18 in Thornton 

Hall (a new adult Irish Prison Service complex 

being developed on a green field site in North 

Co.Dublin).   

 

Concern was expressed that the Government 

is planning to build a temporary facility to 

detain children under the age of 18 at Thorn-

ton Hall.  It is feared that the use of Thornton 

Hall as an interim measure may delay pro-

gress on the proposed new children detention 

school.  

 

This preliminary meeting began to develop a 

strategy to ensure that no child is detained in 

Thornton Hall and that the Government keeps 

its promise to remove all under 18-year-olds 

from St. Patrick’s Institution by 2010.  All 16- 

and 17-years-olds should be accommodated 

in a children detention school run on the 

same model as Oberstown Schools/Trinity 

House, under the auspices of the Youth Jus-

tice Service.  

 

The Alliance continues to have grave concerns 

about the detention of children under 18 in St 

Patrick’s, which operates an adult regime.  

Our concerns were echoed in the report of 

the European Committee for the Prevention 

of Torture (CPT) following their visit to Ireland 

in October 2006.  In relation to St Patrick’s, 

the CPT report documented “worrying” inter-

prisoner intimidation and violence, lack of 

adequate prison and medical staff, easy ac-

cess to drugs and a lack of purposeful activity, 

such as educational classes or workshops.  

Disturbingly, the Committee deemed St Pat-

rick’s to be unsafe for both inmates and 

prison staff.   

 

If you want to get involved in lobbing against this 

proposal contact Róisín Webb on (01) 6629400.  



The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child includes 

an Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in 

armed conflict.  Ireland ratified the Protocol in 2002 

and submitted its first, albeit late, report in December 

2006. The hearing of the State’s first report is due to 

be held this month, on 23 January. 

 

The Alliance policy team (Policy Director, Maria Cor-

bett and Legal Policy Officer, Róisín Webb) attended a 

pre-sessional hearing in October 2007 in Geneva.  At 

the hearing they presented the Alliance shadow report 

on the issue to the UN Committee on the Rights of the 

Child.   

 

In the report, we reiterated the Committee’s own rec-

ommendation that state parties provide a minimum 

age of military recruitment of 18 years; that there be 

an examination (with a view to its removal) of the De-

fence Forces exclusion in the Ombudsman for Children 

Act, 2002; and that psychological and other supports 

be put in place for former child soldiers who are now 

living in Ireland, many of whom may be in the asylum 

process.  

 

The UN Committee warmly received 

the Alliance’s submission and echoed 

the Alliance’s concerns in its List of 

Issues document, which the Irish State 

must respond to before its hearing in 

January.  

 

The Shadow Report will be available on our website on 

23 January and we will let you know the recommenda-

tions of the Committee when they are made available.  

Alliance Advocates to 
Stop Children’s 

Involvement in Armed 

Conflict  
Santa Cowen’s Budget on 5 December 2007 was a real disappoint-

ment to us, as it confirmed the Government’s lack of commitment 

to ending consistent child poverty.  Having already broken the 

promise to eliminate child poverty by 2007, the Alliance was dis-

mayed that the Tánaiste had not taken some serious steps in his 

Budget to make up for this and to target the most vulnerable in 

society.   

 

In his speech, the Tánaiste spoke of ‘important thresholds [having] 

been met’ and of protecting the ‘poor and vulnerable’, yet the rec-

ommendations of the pre-budget submissions of the Alliance and 

the End Child Poverty Coalition were more or less ignored.  Clearly, 

in our eyes, a few euro in the hands of parents failed to target the 

poor and vulnerable or to lift one in nine children out of poverty.   

 

There was no significant investment to provide targeted measures 

for children living in poverty.  Clearly the additional €5.69 per week 

for the poorest children will not bring an end to the scandal of child 

poverty.  For example, the €2 increase in the Qualified Child Allow-

ance would barely pay for a block of cheese and will not provide  

respite for those parents who face a daily, excruciating choice of 

either giving their child an adequate meal or heating their home. 

 

Budget 2008 was the Government’s opportunity to show that they 

are serious about tackling child poverty and upholding the rights of 

children.  The Tánaiste’s actions fell well short of what had been 

promised and the Alliance issued a statement expressing its disap-

pointment, suggesting he had ‘proved to be more of a Scrooge than 

a Santa Cowen’.  The End Child Poverty Coalition issued a Budget 

Analysis Paper, which said that there had been a failure to deal 

with the needs of children living in low income families.   

 

With the Government now well behind its schedule to eliminate 

consistent child poverty by 2007, committed to under the National 

Anti-Poverty Strategy six years ago, the Alliance, in conjunction 

with the End Child Poverty Coalition, will now carry on its lobbying 

schedule and demand that the Government explain how it will  

eradicate child poverty in Ireland. 

When Santa Cowen          
Became Scrooge  
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forced bride.  The Alliance is advocating 

that the forthcoming Immigration Bill 

provides for the protection of victims of 

trafficking, including referral mecha-

nisms, anti-trafficking protections and 

services for the victims of trafficking.   

 

The consortium will also be lobbying the 

Government to ratify the Optional Pro-

tocol to the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child on the sale of chil-

dren, child prostitution and child por-

nography.  

 

For further information please contact 

Maria Corbett on (01) 6629400. 

Health Service Executive.  However, 

separated children receive an inade-

quate level of care and protection.  

Alarmingly, 328 children have gone 

missing from their care placements be-

tween 2001 and 2005.  The Alliance is 

calling, as a matter of urgency, for the 

level of HSE care provided to separated 

children to be on a par with other chil-

dren in care .   

 

Little is known about what happens to 

the children who go missing.  However, 

we know from media reports and re-

search that some children have been 

trafficked into Ireland for sexual exploi-

tation, domestic servitude and as a 

Separated Children and 
the Immigration Bill 
 

Last year the Alliance joined forces with 

the Irish Refugee Council, Barnardos and 

the ISPCC to form a consortium called 

‘Action for Separated Children in Ire-

land’. Separated children are children 

who no longer live in their country of 

origin and are separated from both par-

ents or caregivers.  Many have experi-

enced war or violence, lost their parents 

or have been victims of trafficking.   

 

There are approximately 230 separated 

children currently in the care of the 



 

Father Peter McVerry kindly agreed to be interviewed for the second edition of our Children’s Rights 

Podcast Series.  As many of you already know, Peter, who is one of our Board members, has been 

working with Dublin’s homeless young people for more than 30 years. 

 

In our latest podcast he gives us an insight to his work with homeless young people, the types of sup-

ports they need and the benefits of placing people and children at the centre of the economy.  He also 

speaks about his involvement with the Children’s Rights Alliance, the advantages of including rights for 

children in the Irish Constitution, and why children’s rights support parents and families. 

 

The Children’s Rights Podcast Series is proving very popular and was the second most popular podcast for Government and 

Organisations on iTunes over the Christmas period.  It can be downloaded from www.childrensrights.ie or iTunes, and is pub-

lished quarterly.  Transcripts are also available from the website.   

 

To send comments or to subscribe, go to: podcast@childrensrights.ie 

Catch Our Latest Podcast! 

Hammarberg Calls For a Robust Children’s Rights             

Amendment and Reforms in Children’s Services 
The Council of Europe’s Commissioner 

for Human Rights, Thomas Hammar-

berg, visited Ireland for five days in late 

November and, on leaving, called for 

the proposed children’s rights referen-

dum to be formulated in a way that will 

not dilute the principles of the UN Con-

vention on the Rights of the Child. At 

his press conference, he said: ‘it is es-

sential to establish that the principle of 

the best interest of the child [..] be a 

primary consideration in all decisions 

affecting children’.  

 

Hammarberg also addressed the need 

to develop alternatives to detention for 

young offenders, to introduce a ban on 

corporal punishment and to reduce the 

time spent awaiting decisions on asy-

lum claims.  

 

The Commissioner’s report will be 

made public within the coming months 

and we will keep you up-to-date. 

New Position with the Alliance 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of over 80 non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working to secure the rights and 

needs of children in Ireland, by campaigning for the full implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. It 

aims to improve the lives of all children under 18, through securing the necessary changes in Ireland’s laws, policies and ser-

vices. 

In order to maintain and develop its active role in policy debate on issues relating to children, the Alliance wishes to expand its 

current team. We are therefore seeking to recruit a Research and Policy Officer, for a three year contract: 

Research and Policy Officer 
• This position will involve researching and developing policies on aspects of children’s rights, and the preparation of sub-

missions, reports and briefing papers. This position will also involve representing the Alliance and advocating for chil-

dren’s rights at various meetings. 

• Candidates will need excellent written and oral communication skills, an ability to research and analyse policy issues 

and a proven record of producing succinct and clear policy type documents, preferably in an advocacy context. 

The Alliance is funded by, among others, the Atlantic Philanthropies and the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht 

Affairs.  The deadline for receipt of applications is Thursday, 31 January 2008 at 12 noon. Please go to www.childrensrights.ie 

to download a job description. 

 Children’s Rights Alliance                     

4 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2 

If you would like to submit material for future eNewsletters, please contact Carys Thomas (carys@childrensrights.ie) 

Email: info@childrensrights.ie                                                    

www.childrensrights.ie 

Tel: +353 1 6629400                             

Fax: +353 1 6629355                           


