
Since January, the Children’s Rights Alliance has been developing and 

evolving its position in relation to the work of the Joint Committee on 

the Constitutional Amendment on Children.  On 17 January, we 

organised a consultation meeting with our member organisations which 

proved crucial in the development of our submission (submitted to the 

Committee at the end of January).  A hard-copy was sent to all members 

and is available to download from our web site.  Also, we were the first 

NGO to be invited to present its position to members of the Committee.  

Owing to time constraints, we have been asked to return to the 

Committee to further flesh out our position at a later date.   

 

In our submission, we emphasised our strong belief that the Committee 

should consider the proposed amendment of the Irish Constitution as a 

‘children’s rights’ amendment and not, as it has been referred to in some quarters, as a ‘child 

protection’ amendment.  In other words, the amendment must be broader than child protection 

alone.  Jillian van Turnhout, the Alliance’s Chief Executive, also had an opportunity to raise 

awareness of this position when she was invited to speak to the Irish branch of the Association of 

European Journalists in February. 

 

Since then we have been busy developing a concise version of our submission in accessible language, 

in order to include as many member organisations as possible in the discussion.  That said, the 

publication will be of interest to any individual interested in learning more about the proposed 

constitutional amendment or for those unfamiliar with the law. The useful glossary of terms, in 

particular, seeks to clarify frequently used terms or phrases surrounding this important and well 

documented debate.  Copies will be available at the AGM on Tuesday 13 May and an electronic 

version will also be available at www.childrensrights.ie 
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Welcome to GLEN (Gay 
and Lesbian Equality 
Network), the newest 
member of the 
Chi ldren’s Rights 
Alliance.   
 
 
The Alliance is 
currently developing 
its web site and has 
contracted Open 
Interface to redesign a 
more accessible site. 

 

 
The report on our 
p a r e n t s ’  e v e n t , 
Children’s Rights: Are 
they a parent’s 
nightmare?,  will be 
available at our AGM 
on Tuesday 13 May.  
Electronic versions are 
also available on our 
w e b  s i t e 
www.childrensrights.ie  

The Children’s Rights Alliance welcomed the 

announcement by the Minister for Children, Brendan 

Smith TD, on March 6, to prioritise the transfer of all 

16 and 17-year-olds in detention (most of whom are 

accommodated at St. Patrick’s Institution) to a new 

children detention school in Lusk, Co Dublin.   A letter 

from the Taoiseach to the Alliance, received in late 

March, reiterated this position. 

 

This Government decision reflects the 

recommendations of the Final Report of the Expert 

Working Group on Children Detention Schools, which 

calls for children and young people under 18 years to 

be accommodated in appropriate children’s 

detention facilities (available at www.iyjs.ie). 

 

However, the Alliance expressed its disappointment 

that the Government failed to take the opportunity 

to also abandon its plans to temporarily detain 

children in a dedicated unit at Thornton Hall, Co 

Dublin. 

Detention of Young Offenders 

 

Petition for a UNCRC 
Complaints Procedure   

 

Four of the seven major UN 

human rights treaties have 

complaints procedures that 

allow individuals or groups to 

seek redress for human rights violations. A 

large number of international organisations 

are currently campaigning to establish a  

similar complaints mechanism for the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(UNCRC).  Such a procedure would help 

children to challenge violations of their 

rights at an international level and make 

the State more accountable for its policies 

and decisions that impact on children.  

 

Please visit the CRIN web site to sign the 

petition for a UNCRC complaints 

mechanism at: http://www.crin.org/

petitions/petition.asp?petID=1007.  
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The Children’s Rights Alliance is always keen to foster closer ties with its 

member organisations and to provide support in areas relating to children’s 

rights.  Consequently, on 24 April, the Alliance organised its first half-day 

training course for member organisations entitled ‘What are Children’s 

Rights?’.   

 

The free course, facilitated by Maria Corbett, the Alliance’s Policy Director, 

and Bailey Grey, Amnesty International’s Training & Support Officer, proved 

very popular and became over-subscribed very quickly.  The aim of the 

course was to develop an understanding of children’s rights, the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and to assist participants to 

identify how these rights could be upheld in their day-to-day work.  

 

Maria Corbett said: ‘We were delighted 

to engage with our member 

organisations, on how the UNCRC 

impacts on their daily work, and the 

ways the Alliance can learn from their 

experiences.  The positive feedback 

seems to indicate that we were filling a 

gap in the training needs of our 

member organisations’. 

Member Focus  

Irish Autism Action 
Irish Autism Action (IAA) was first formed, as 

the Irish Autism Alliance, in 2001 by a group 

of parents who took a public stance in 

relation to the needs and rights of their 

children.  The IAA is an umbrella body 

currently representing parent groups, support 

groups and schools for those on the autistic 

spectrum across Ireland. 

 

IAA’s mission is to raise the quality of life of 

individuals and their families affected by 

autism through ensuring the provision of the 

highest standards in education, care, support, 

employment and equality of living 

opportunities, in partnership with families. 

 

April proved a very busy month for the IAA, 

commencing with the very first World Autism 

Awareness Day on 2 April 2008, organised by 

the UN.  The IAA decided to extend it into 

Irish Autism Awareness Month - effectively a 

national advertising and public awareness 

campaign, which also saw: 

 

• the launch of a new autism helpline for 

parents (1890 818 518), in operation from 

7pm-10pm, Monday to Friday; 

• the first national research programme 

into the incidence and rate of autism in 

Ireland, conducted by Dublin City 

University, in conjunction with the 

European Autism Information System and 

the IAA; and 

• the first birthday of Ireland’s first 

dedicated diagnostic and assessment 

centre for children and families affected 

by autism at the Solas Centre in Clontarf, 

Dublin 3 (parents seeking further 

information or a consultation can contact 

the Solas Centre at 01 853 1572).  

 

For further information on autism or the work 

of the IAA, visit www.autismireland.ie 

 

Irish Autism Action has been a member of the 

Children’s Rights Alliance since 2007.  If you 

would like to highlight the work of your 

organisation in our eNewsletter, please email 

carys@childrensrights.ie  
 

Children’s 
Rights 
Training 

Course 

European Alcohol Policy — Building 

Capacity for Action 

Jillian van Turnhout, the Chief Executive of the Children’s Rights Alliance 

and Vice President of the European Economic and Social Committee 

(EESC), was invited to speak at the high-level European alcohol policy 

conference, Building Capacity for Action, held in Barcelona on 3 April 

2008.  The conference, which was supported by the Ministry of Health of 

Spain and the Ministry of Health of Slovenia, was hosted by the Health 

Department of the Government of Catalonia, the Institute of Public Health 

of Slovenia and the Building Capacity Project.   The conference was part of 

wider efforts of various partners, experts and the general public to 

implement important commitments adopted in recent years in the field of 

preventing alcohol related harm. 

 

Jillian spoke about the relationship between alcohol and children’s rights 

and highlighted the ways that the consumption of alcohol adversely 

impacts on the lives of children.  Also, she highlighted the necessary 

measures to reverse this Europe-wide trend, including the reduction of 

children’s access to alcohol; restricting the promotion of alcohol; raising 

awareness of the potential harmful effects of alcohol; creating early 

intervention programmes; developing youth appropriate treatment 

services; providing alcohol-free social opportunities for young people; 

conducting research into the effects of alcohol on children’s lives, and 

enabling children’s voices to be heard in developing programmes and 

policies in this area. 

 

For a full copy of Jillian’s speech, please contact carys@childrensrights.ie 

 



Last month, the Children’s Rights Alliance issued a 

statement following intense press coverage 

surrounding the issue of female genital mutilation 

(FGM) and the case of Pamela Izevbekhai and her two 

young daughters, Naomi (7 years old) and Jemima (5 

years old) who were all facing deportation to Nigeria.  

Despite claims by Ms Izevbekhai that her two young 

daughters would almost certainly face FGM should 

they be forced to return to Nigeria – a practice which 

her eldest daughter Elizabeth died from before Ms 

Izevbekhai’s move to Ireland in 2005 – the 

Government seemed intent on finalising their 

deportation. 

 

The Alliance felt it was crucial that a statement be 

issued to highlight that FGM is something we need to 

tackle head on, here in Ireland, and not to dismiss it as 

a problem ‘in some far away land’.  After all, Article 19 

of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

requires the Government to properly care for and 

protect all children living in Ireland, thereby ensuring 

that they do not suffer any form of violence, abuse or 

neglect at the hands of those who look after them. 

 

There is currently no specific legal protection against 

FGM in Ireland.  Neither is there specific legislation to 

protect a child from being removed from Ireland to 

have the procedure carried out overseas.  The Alliance 

has called on the Government to introduce specific 

legislation to outlaw FGM, which should be 

accompanied by education and awareness-raising 

among relevant service providers, such as Gardaí, 

teachers and medical personnel, and within 

communities where FGM may be practiced.  

 

Ms Izevbekhai and her two daughters have since been 

granted an injunction and are awaiting their next court 

appearance in May.  We will be keeping a close eye on 

proceedings. 

Female Genital Mutilation  
–  We Cannot Ignore it The Government has committed to developing a National Carers’ 

Strategy in 2008, as part of the National Social Partnership 

Agreement, Towards 2016.  While the Strategy will rightly focus on 

all informal and family carers in the community, the 

recommendations in the Children’s Rights Alliance submission were 

limited to child carers: children under the age of 18 years, who are 

unpaid and caring for adults. 

 

At present, child carers are invisible in Ireland and very little is 

known about these children who care for disabled or physically or 

mentally ill family members.  Existing evidence suggests that a 

minimum of 3,000 children act as carers (although the figure could 

be much higher).  Child carers, some as young as five years, are 

tasked with a wide range of responsibilities, such as dispensing 

medication, performing intimate care tasks (like toileting and 

bathing) or  providing emotional support.  Naturally, the nature and 

extent of these caring responsibilities have a significant impact on 

the child carer’s education, health, social and emotional life and 

longer-term life chances.   

 

While the Alliance acknowledges that caring responsibilities are a 

natural aspect of being part of a family, it is important that no child 

is overburdened with caring responsibilities.  Consequently, in our 

submission, we stated that it is important that the National Carers’ 

Strategy not only complies with the UN Convention on the Rights of 

the Child, but also seeks its further implementation in Ireland.  It is 

also imperative that the Strategy includes a provision that the best 

interests of the child be the primary consideration in all decisions 

relating to child carers.  The Alliance also called for further 

investment in research and data collection about child carers, so 

that they can be identified early and adequately supported.   

 

Moreover, there is a clear link between child carers and the 

broader issue of inadequate service provision and care supports for 

families living with disability and illness, therefore the Alliance also 

recommended investment in appropriate support services for them 

and their families.  

 

The Submission is available to download on our web site 

www.childrensrights.ie 

Don’t Forget Child Carers 
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(individual) right to seek asylum and 

that provisions restricting a child’s 

access to public services are removed.  

Finally, provisions in the Bill that close 

off the right to appeal an asylum 

decision on humanitarian grounds 

must be restored. 

IRP Bill on children. The Alliance made 

its own submission to the Committee, 

which highlights a number of omissions 

and puts forward recommendations in 

relation to five key areas where the Bill 

can be strengthened to uphold the 

rights of children and protect their 

welfare.  

 

The Bill must include effective 

protections to address the specific 

vulnerability of child victims of 

trafficking.  The Alliance also fears that 

the increased powers of detention 

included in the Bill will lead to children 

being detained because of their 

immigration status. The Bill must also 

ensure that each child has the 

No Child Focus  

in IRP Bill 
In early April, the forum, Action for 

Separated Children in Ireland (which  

comprises the Children’s Rights  

Alliance, the Irish Refugee Council, 

Barnardos and the Irish Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Children) held 

a press conference calling for a child 

focus to the Immigration, Residency 

and Protection Bill and to highlight the 

plight of more than 350 separated 

children who have gone missing from 

care. The forum was also asked to 

present to the Joint Committee on 

Justice, Equality, Defence and 

Women’s Rights on the impact of the 

Dr Siobhán Mullaly (IrishRefugee Council), Fergus 

Finlay (Barnardos), Jyothi Kanics (Irish Refugee 

Council), Mary Nicholson (ISPCC) and Maria Corbett 

(CRA) 



Obesity is a global epidemic, which requires a global response.  On World 

Consumer Rights Day (15 March), the Children’s Rights Alliance responded by 

joining forces with the Consumer’s Association of Ireland (CAI) to call for a ban on 

junk food advertising before the 9pm watershed. We also called on the 

Government to take a leading role in lobbying the World Health Organisation 

(WHO) to introduce an international code on the marketing of unhealthy foods to 

children.  Our collaboration with the CAI is based firmly on the belief that 

problems relating to the dangerously high levels of child obesity in Ireland require 

joined up, coordinated solutions. 

 

International and domestic research show that bad diets are a major cause of 

heart disease, diabetes and some cancers, and these preventable diseases come at 

a massive cost to human life that cripple national health services.  Already, about 22 million children around the world under 

the age of five are overweight or obese.  In Ireland, one in four contribute to that global number. The link between rising 

obesity levels and the marketing of foods high in fat, salt and sugar is widely documented.  It is no coincidence that both the 

trends in children’s weight gain and the amount of spending on all forms of advertising to children are increasing.  Processed 

foods, such as chocolate, crisps and fast food, are the most heavily promoted and marketed products, even though dietary 

guidelines recommend that they should be eaten the least.  Alarmingly, in a 2004 study by the Southern Health Board, 50% of 

parents felt that their children pressurised them to buy certain foods or drinks as a direct result of advertising. 

 

The Broadcasting Commission of Ireland’s (BCI) current review of its Children’s Advertising Code provides an excellent 

opportunity to tackle the way junk food advertising is aggressively targeting children.  By imposing restrictions on unhealthy 

food advertisements before the 9pm watershed – as a first step towards a total ban – the BCI and the State would 

demonstrate that they put the interests, health and well being of children above the profits of food companies and the 

advertising industry.   

 

Ensuring that young viewers are protected from unnecessary and inappropriate advertising is an important step towards 

curbing this crisis. Please contact carys@childrensrights.ie  for updates on Alliance work in this area. 

 

 Children’s Rights Alliance                     

4 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2 

If you would like to submit material for future eNewsletters, please contact Carys Thomas (carys@childrensrights.ie) 

Email: info@childrensrights.ie                                                    

www.childrensrights.ie 

Tel: +353 1 6629400                             

Fax: +353 1 6629355                           

We are delighted to announce that 

Niamh Gallagher was appointed the 

new Research and Policy Officer for 

the Children’s Rights Alliance in 

March.   

 

Niamh has worked as a researcher 

on a range of public services 

projects in the UK, looking at issues 

of disability, youth services, 

education, family and public sector 

information sharing.  She has also 

worked closely with UK local 

authorities supporting them to co-

design new services with local 

people.  Prior to joining the Alliance, 

Niamh spent three years as a 

researcher at Demos, a leading UK 

think tank, and six months as a research assistant at the New 

Local Government Network (NLGN).  Niamh will be working as 

part of the Alliance policy team with a particular focus on 

Social Partnership.  If you would like to get in touch with 

Niamh, email her at niamh@childrensrights.ie  

New Staff 

Member 

AGM Alert! 

Alliance Works With CAI to Ban Junk Food Advertising 

 

 

The Twelfth AGM of the Children’s Rights Alliance will take 

place on Tuesday 13 May at The Alexander Hotel in Dublin.   

Whose problem? Why can’t our systems  

cope with our children? 

This year’s panel discussion will include the following 

participants: 

• Prof. Mona O’Moore, Co-ordinator of Anti-Bullying 

Research & Resource Unit, TCD; 

• Eddie Ward, Chief Executive Officer, National 

Educational Welfare Board (NEWB); 

• Dr. Ann Hope, School of Social Work and Social 

Policy, TCD; and 

• Eddie D’Arcy, Head of Youth Work Services, 

Catholic Youth Care, CYC and President of the 

National Youth Council of Ireland. 

To confirm your attendance, please email 

info@childrensrights.ie or call the office on (01) 662 9400.   


