
Report Card 2011 Launch 

Report Card 2011 (launched on 24 January at European Union House)
awarded the former Government a deeply disappointing overall ‘D- grade’, 
reflecting its failure to live up to its promises to children for the third year 
running.  There was some diversity among grades.  Alcohol, Financial Support 
for Families, and Children First Guidelines received the lowest possible score 
– ‘F grades’, while Early Childhood Education and Care got a ‘B’ grade, to 
acknowledge the successful implementation and maintenance of the 
universal free pre-school year, as did Social Work Provision, reflecting the on-
time delivery of the 200 social work positions committed to in the Ryan 
Report Implementation Plan.  Of the 30 commitments in Report Card 2011, 
eight made progress during 2010, 15 remained static or information was 
opaque, and backwards steps were taken on seven commitments. 

At the launch, Jillian drew attention to the upcoming election and called on 
all political parties to do more for children, warning them that next year’s 
Report Card will scrutinise the new Government’s implementation of its 
commitments to children. 
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New Department and Minister for Children 
The Alliance warmly welcomes the creation of a Department of Children, and a Minister for Children 
with a full seat at the Cabinet table.  We envision a Department of Children that builds on the 
strengths of the Office of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, drives the successful passage of 
a children’s rights referendum, and succeeds in guaranteeing every child in Ireland their rights now 
and for the future.  The Department’s work must be underpinned by the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, and it must ensure that Ireland honours its UN and EU obligations, and becomes 
an international champion of children’s rights. 

The new Department must make decisions in children’s best interests, listen to their voices and 
understand their lives.  It must improve childhoods by giving children the best start, promoting their 
health, wellbeing and school attendance, and protecting and supporting children at risk and those in 
care and detention.  Its work must be rooted in the principles of early intervention and prevention.   
The new Department must connect children’s services locally, while ensuring the quality and 
consistency of services at a national level.  Finally, the new Department must foster positive working 
relationships with other departments, statutory agencies and non-governmental organisations. 

The Alliance has called for delivery of six key actions in its first year, they are: 

1. Ensure the holding of a referendum to strengthen children’s rights in the Constitution. 

2. Develop and publish a new National Children’s Strategy to be operational in January 2012. 

3. Establish a new Child and Family Support Agency to reform child and family support services. 

4. Deliver a programme of legislative and other reforms to meet commitments under the Ryan 
Report Implementation Plan. 

5. Submit the State Report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (due in April 2009). 

6. End the inappropriate practice of detaining children in St Patrick’s Institution, an adult prison. 

If these six things happen, Ireland will be on its way to realising the Alliance vision and becoming one 
of the best places in the world to be a child.  The Alliance looks forward to Minister for Children, 

Frances Fitzgerald’s keynote address at our AGM on Tuesday 31 May.  

Jillian van Turnhout  

Chief Executive 

Alliance 

AGM 

31 May 2011 

See Inside for Details 
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Just before the General Election was held, Jillian van 
Turnhout interviewed Keelin Shanley, of RTE’s The 

Eleventh Hour as part of the Alliance podcast series.  

Jillian asked her about her support for the Alliance work 
and they discussed the emerging themes and key issues  
surrounding the Election.  Keelin also spoke about how 

these impact on and shape the agenda and course of election debate.  Click 
the Podcasts link on our homepage (www.childrensrights.ie). 

Member Focus 

Focus Ireland is a housing and 
homelessness charity working to 
prevent people becoming, remaining 
or returning to homelessness.  Focus 
Ireland aims to advance the rights of 
people out-of-home to live in a place 
they call home through quality 

services, research and advocacy.  

Focus Ireland held a 

national conference 

o n  Y o u t h 

Homelessness on 2 

March in Dublin 
Castle.  The 
conference was 

officially opened by Mary Doyle, the Director 
General, Office of the Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs (pictured).  The purpose of the 
conference was to bring together voluntary and 
statutory bodies, Government Departments, 
political parties and young people with a 
personal experience of being homeless, to help 
bring a clear focus and a renewed impetus to 
partnership work towards ending youth 
homelessness. 

Sr Stanislaus 
Kennedy, Founder 
and Life President 
of Focus Ireland 
(pictured), brought 
attention  to the 
fact that over 

1,500 young people under the age of 18 years 
are homeless each year. She also put forward 
the shocking statistic that almost 800 of these 
children are unaccompanied, while the 
remainder of these children are within 
homeless families and that over a quarter of the 
unaccompanied children are under the age of 
12 years.  

At the event, the charity called on the new 
Government to develop a new Youth Homeless 
Strategy within 6 months to protect the most 
vulnerable young people in society.  Focus 
Ireland believes that the current Youth 
Homeless Strategy has lost momentum and 
relevance and must be replaced with a new 
approach that has the vigorous backing of the 
new Government. 

Focus Ireland Dublin 
9 - 12 High Street 
Christchurch 
Dublin 8 
Tel. 01 881 5900 
Fax. 01 881 5950 
www.focusireland.ie 

News in Brief 
• The Children’s Rights Alliance welcomes the Programme for Government, 

(Towards Recovery: Programme for a National Government 2011 – 2016), 
agreed by Fine Gael and The Labour Party on 6 March 2011.  Our analysis 
document Programme for Government 2011–2016: What does it say about 
children? is available to download at www.childrensrights.ie 

• The Alliance’s AGM will be held on Tuesday, 31 May from 2pm–4pm in 
European Union House, Molesworth Street.  The Minister for Children, Frances 
Fitzgerald, TD will give a keynote address to Alliance members at the AGM.  

• A consultation process with children and young people to inform the 
development of the new National Children's Strategy (2012-2017) will take 
place from 4 April – 8 April 2011.  Questionnaires will be circulated to all 
primary and second-level schools and Youthreach Centres asking children and 
young people what’s good, what’s not good and what they would change about 
being a child or a young person in Ireland today.  A research team from Trinity 
College, Dublin (TCD) has been contracted to manage and run the national 
consultation and a report of the process will be published online. 

• On 21 February 2011, the European Council adopted a Regulation defining the 
rules and procedures governing the new European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI).  
The initiative requires the European Commission to consider drafting legislation 
on foot of requests signed by 1 million signatures from at least seven member 
states.  National legislation must be put in place by member states within a 
year and the first ECI may be registered on 1 April 2012.  Greenpeace has 
already collected a million signatures to a petition calling for a Europe free from 
genetically modified organisms. 

• The Irish Traveller Movement recently published a report on Traveller 
Accommodation (2000-2009) in Ireland.  The report shows a deficit in 
providing Traveller specific accommodation and points to an increase in 
families sharing accommodation.  Approximately 2,000 people live in 
unauthorised halting sites, in conditions that are often unsafe and lacking in 
basic services.  The report points to a failed Traveller Accommodation Strategy, 
highlighting the need for a National Traveller Accommodation Agency to 
oversee all aspects of Traveller accommodation provision. 

• The Alliance would like to congratulate the winners of the Vodafone Ireland 
World of Difference Awards 2011, some of whom will now be working for a 
number of our member organisations in placements funded by Vodafone 
Ireland.  Those member organisations are One in Four, Matt Talbot Services, 
COPE Galway, Jack & Jill Children’s Foundation and Childline (ISPCC).  

• Pavee Point Travellers’ Centre has set-up a dedicated Census 2011 web site, 
the focus of which is to encourage members of the Traveller community to 
participate fully. Go to http:// pavee.ie/census/   

• Children’s Mental Health Coalition: The Children's Mental Health Coalition 
held a meeting with members on 14 February to assess progress to date and to 
plan for 2011. A full update of activities and progress was provided and lots of 
ideas were generated for the coming year. 

• In January, the Alliance made a submission to the Department of Education 
and Skills consultation on Better Literacy and Numeracy for Children and 
Young People: A Draft Plan to Improve Literacy and Numeracy in Schools.  Our 
submission called for a child centred plan on child literacy, increased 
investment in teacher training to teach literacy, and more time spent on 
teaching literacy in schools.  Many of our recommendations were included in 
the Programme for Government, which commits to making literacy a national 
cause. 

Census 2011 
Census day is Sunday 10 April 2011 
and the census forms are currently 
being delivered around the country. 

One very important addition to the 
form is the opportunity for people 
under 15 to fill-out question 22.  This 
question asks people about the 

amount of unpaid caring work they 
perform.  Finally, young carers will 
be counted and their roles 
recognised.  The Alliance hopes that 
the state will respond appropriately 
to the results of Census 2011 and 
put in place sufficient services and 
supports to assist these young 
workers. 

Podcast: Keelin Shanley 
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National Children’s Strategy Ten Years On 
The National Children’s Strategy: Our Children – Their Lives is the ten year strategy that has driven children’s policy in Ireland 
since 2000, ending in December 2010.  The Alliance undertook a review of the Strategy, Ten Years On: Did the National 

Children’s Strategy Deliver on its Promises? to assess whether it has delivered on its 
objectives and made a difference to children’s lives.   

Our Children – Their Lives was an innovative step in Irish policy making, being Ireland’s 
first ever national children’s strategy and one of the first globally.  It was based on three 
national goals:  

1. Children will have a voice  

2. Children’s lives will be better understood  

3. Children will receive quality supports and services.  

Under these three goals were 24 associated objectives and 136 actions.  

Over the ten years, progress on the first two goals was impressive: the Office of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs 
(OMCYA) established specific divisions and work programmes in the areas of children’s participation and research, with Dáil na 
nÓg and Comhairlí na nÓg now offering a space for children’s voices to be heard in decisions that affect them, while Growing 

Up in Ireland: the National Longitudinal Study of Children is providing a clearer picture of childhood in Ireland.  Progress on the 
third goal, however, has been limited: quality services and supports for vulnerable children are not yet available, including 
adequate social work services for children in care, treatment and counselling for children that have experienced abuse, 
consistent aftercare and homelessness services.  Progress can be broken into two distinct halves – an initial active period 
marked by development of key infrastructure, and a latter period of reduced activity and investment, which, in some cases, 
risks undermining earlier achievements.  In 2011, much remains to be done to make Ireland one of the best places in the world 
to be a child.  The second phase of the Alliance’s work on the National Children’s Strategy will provide member organisations 
with an opportunity to comment on what they would like to see included in a second strategy. 

The Alliance review is available to download at www.childrensrights.ie 

At the start of the General Election, the Alliance published a 5-Step 
Charter for Children, together with a doorhanger (in both Irish and 
English), to provide voters with a handy checklist of facts and questions 
for use with canvassers.  The Alliance recognises the positive impact 
good candidates can have on children’s lives, and the importance of 

providing our member organisations and interested individuals with the tools to help 
play their role and ensure that TDs make children’s rights a key priority. 

Many of the commitments contained in the new Programme for Government 2011-2016 
reflect those put forward by the Alliance in its Report Card series, its advocacy work 
leading up to the General Election, and submission to the Programme for Government negotiators.  Our analysis document 
Programme for Government 2011–2016: What does it say about children? is available to download at www.childrensrights.ie. 

General 
Election 

2011 

 

Two very important reports were recently published, highlighting the urgent need to end 
the unacceptable practice of placing children in adult prisons, in particular St. Patrick’s 
Institution, Dublin.  The first of these reports was published on 9 February by the 
Ombudsman for Children, based on consultations with children and young people, it 
includes recommendations to, and comments from, the Irish Prison Service. 

On 10 February, the Council of Europe Committee for the Prevention of Torture and 
Degrading Treatment (CPT) published its fifth report on Ireland, based on a 2010 visit.  
The report found that St Patrick’s does not provide a suitable environment for the 
detention of juveniles.  The CPT was concerned that many of the children and young 
people had come from disruptive families, had been in care and/or had mental health 

problems.  The CPT found that the majority of inmates were spending far too much time locked up in their cells, and that many 
were not engaged in meaningful activities.   

We are encouraged that the new Programme for Government vows to “end the practice of sending children to St. Patrick’s 
Institution”, however this promise must now be translated into reality.  A plan is needed to allow for the transfer of children to 
a new Children Detention School.  Progress is urgently needed on the building of this facility in Lusk, Co. Dublin, as committed 
to by Government.  Quite simply, young offenders' capacity for rehabilitation is being seriously undermined by imprisonment 
in St Patrick's and urgent action is required to minimise the damage.   
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Comhlámh, in association with the Alliance and The Body Shop, 
hosted a public discussion on the motion ‘Child Trafficking – 
Whose Problem to Solve?’ on 2 February in Bewley’s Cafe 
Theatre, Dublin.  The event was held as part of the Alliance’s 
work on The Body Shop Stop Sex Trafficking of Children and 

Young People.  Guest speakers were Muireann Ní Raghallaigh, 
Lecturer in the School of Applied Social Science, UCD, and Albert 
Llussa, Solicitor, with expertise on immigration issues. The event 
was very successful, and was quickly booked-out.      In 
attendance were representatives from the statutory and non-
statutory sectors, staff from The Body Shop, legal experts, 
academics, advocates and members of the public.  

Over 100,000 signatures have now been secured in Ireland for 
The Body Shop's petition to Stop Sex Trafficking of Children and 
Young People.  This is an significant achievement for the 
campaign, and well done to the amazing staff at The Body Shop.   

Albert Llussa, Solicitor, Jillian van Turnhout, Alliance Chief Executive and 
Muireann Ní Raghallaigh, Lecturer in the School of Applied Social Science, 
UCD 

On February 15, the European 
Commission published its first ever 
strategy on children: An EU Agenda 

for the Rights of the Child, which 
will boost the rights of children the 
length and breadth of Europe.  The 
EU Agenda contains a series of 
overarching principles and 11 

concrete actions, and reinforces children’s rights by putting 
the principles of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights into 
practice.  The actions will be undertaken over the coming 
years to ‘add value’ to existing work and will reaffirm the 

strong commitment of EU institutions and Member States to 
promote, protect and fulfil children’s rights in all relevant EU 
policies.  The Alliance warmly welcomed publication of the 
Agenda, and is pleased to note that many of the Alliance  
recommendations made in our comprehensive submission 
to the European Commission were taken up, including the 
need for cross-border action in child trafficking; a Europe 
wide hotline for missing children; an obligation on member 
states to train members of the judiciary in children’s rights 
and child-friendly procedures; training for those working 
separated children, and measures to ensure a European 
wide focus on child poverty. 

Your World, Your Say Podcast 

A podcast recorded at the Your World, Your 

Say consultation event has been published 
on the Alliance web site.  The podcast asks 
children for their views on children’s 
engagement in European and international 
levels of decision-making and was recorded 

during a consultation event  hosted by the Alliance, on 17 
November 2010, in partnership with the Irish Second Level 
Students’ Union. The event was part of a Europe-wide 
project funded by the European Commission.  

Listen to young people talk about student councils, the 
European Youth Parliament and political engagement in 
general.  It’s worth checking out our other vox pop podcasts 
too.  Click the Podcasts link on our homepage 
(www.childrensrights.ie). 

Update on UN Instruments 

Ireland will be examined for the first time 
by the UN under the Universal Periodic 
Review (UPR) in October 2011.  The 
Alliance is on the Cross-Sectoral Steering 
Group, led by the Irish Council for Civil 
Liberties (ICCL), which submitted a report 
to the review process.  The Alliance has 

also submitted material to the Shadow Report collated by the 
ICCL and the Irish Penal Reform Trust (IPRT) for the the UN 
Committee Against Torture (UNCAT), which will examine 
Ireland, also for the first time in May 2011.  In 2010, the 
Alliance also supported the NGO Shadow Report process to 
the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD).  Each of these provides important 
opportunities to raise our concerns to the United Nations 
about Irish law, policy and practice. 


