
Alliance AGM 2011 

On 31 May, the Alliance held its 15th AGM with guest speaker 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald TD.  
Outgoing Chief Execu've, Senator Jillian van Turnhout, 
presented the 2010 Annual Review and officially announced 
plans to recruit a new Chief Execu've, following her nomina'on 
to the Seanad.  Thanks to Board members Liam Herrick and Fr 
Peter McVerry, who 
stood down this year 
and a big welcome to 
Pat Clarke, Chief 
Execu've of  Down 
Syndrome Ireland, 
who was elected to 

the Board.  Minister Fitzgerald called on Alliance members 
to work together to ensure the successful passage of a 
children’s rights referendum; she also stated her inten'on 
that the amendment wording would reflect the work of 
the Joint Commi:ee on the Cons'tu'onal Amendment on 
Children. 
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My Move to Seanad Éireann 
As you may know, on 20 May, I accepted the 
Taoiseach’s nomina'on to Seanad Éireann. To receive 
this honour for my work with the Children’s Rights 
Alliance was not only a great personal honour, but a 
sa'sfying professional achievement and a tes'mony 
to the work of the organisa'on as a whole.   

With the new Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs now in place, I believe that I can con'nue to 
play a strong and construc've role within Seanad 
Éireann for the benefit of the children and young 
people of Ireland.  My key priority remains the 
successful passage of a referendum to strengthen 
children’s rights in the Irish Cons'tu'on; and I will be 
a strong and vocal champion for all children’s rights 

issues in the Oireachtas.  Should you wish to meet with me to discuss ma:ers rela'ng to your own 
individual fields of work, please do not hesitate to contact me at jillian.vanturnhout@oireachtas.ie 

I would like to thank our member organisa'ons for their support throughout my five years as Chief 
Execu've of the Alliance, and I hope that you will con'nue to support me during my 'me in Seanad 
Éireann.  Once the new chief execu've is in place in the autumn, I will begin my new role as Special 
Adviser to the Alliance; I am excited to see how the Alliance will move forward over the coming 
months and years. In the mean'me, I very much hope that you will be able to join the Alliance at an 
event in the autumn, when we will welcome in a new era for the Alliance, with the appointment of 
our new chief execu've.  I look forward to seeing you then.   

 
Best wishes, 

Senator Jillian van Turnhout 

First Day: Senators Colm Burke and Jillian van Turnhout. 
Laura Hu�on/Photocall Ireland  

Alliance CEO, Senator Jillian van Turnhout, 
Alliance Chair Paul Gilligan and Minister 
for Children and Youth Affairs, Frances 
Fitzgerald TD, at the Alliance AGM 2011 

Alliance Chair, Paul Gilligan, presents outgoing 
board member Fr. Peter McVerry with a giA  
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We are happy to report that on 2 June the Criminal Jus'ce (Female Genital 
Mu'la'on) Bill 2011 was discussed in the Seanad at the second stage and, 
on 15 June, it was passed at Commi:ee and Remaining Stages.  This 
important Bill is now being considered by the Department of Health and 
Children before it will go before the Dáil.  The Alliance con'nues to sit on 
the Na'onal Steering Commi:ee on Ireland’s Na'onal Plan of Ac'on to 
Address FGM, which will con'nue to work towards influencing the Bill, to 
ensure this important legisla'on is as robust as possible.  FGM is a serious 
children’s rights and child protec'on issue, with real implica'ons for 
children living in Ireland; comprehensive legisla'on to ban it must be 
passed without delay. 

Member Focus 

 

 

 

 

On 20 June, the Dun Laoghaire Refugee Project 
(DRP) celebrated World Refugee Day. 

Founded by a group of volunteers in June 2001, 
the DRP has mainly concentrated on 
befriending, mentoring, assis'ng with 
educa'on and providing advice to separated 
children and aged-out minor asylum seekers 
and refugees.  These are young people who 
arrived in Ireland without parents from many 
war torn and ravaged countries – Angola, 
Burundi, Somalia, Iraq, Cote d’Ivoire – to name 
a few.   

Over the years we have come to know about 
350 of these young people, having, in the early 
days, placed them in schools and then in recent 
years, assisted them in accessing PLC courses 
aAer comple'ng their Leaving Cer'ficate.   

About 240 people a:ended the celebra'on on 
20 June and the young people themselves were 
the “meeters and greeters” and the MCs for the 
evening.  The highlight was the launch of a 
booklet “The Story of the Dun Laoghaire 
Refugee Project” comprising over twenty 
moving stories, wri:en by the young people, 
along with a short history of the DRP. This will 
be available shortly on our website: www.drp.ie  

Earlier in March, as part of the ten-year DRP 
celebra'on, some of our members had a private 
visit to Aras an Uachtarain, where we were 
delighted to meet the President . 

News in Brief 

• An Alliance members only roundtable, Strengthening Children’s Rights in the 

Cons�tu�on will take place on Wednesday 6 July, at 1.30-5pm, in the 
European Parliament offices in Dublin. To a:end, call (01) 6629400. 

• Copies of the November 2010 consulta'on event ‘Your World, Your Say’ are 

available on the Alliance website: www.childrensrights.ie . 

• Through the University of Tulsa Summer Program, the Alliance has engaged 
legal intern, Monica Hanna, to assist in developing a briefing on the Op'onal 
Protocol to the UNCRC on the Sale of Children, Child Pros'tu'on and Child 
Pornography.  This will greatly aid the Alliance in its poli'cal lobbying on the 
Op'onal Protocol – a central objec've of The Body Shop campaign.  

• Emma McKinley is engaged as an expert to the European Economic and Social 

Commi'ee for an Opinion on preven)ve measures for the protec)on of 

children against sexual abuse. This work 'es in with The Body Shop ‘Stop Sex 
Trafficking of Children and Young People’ campaign. A compila'on of best 
prac'ce in the field is being developed; please contact Emma for details 
emma@childrensrights.ie  

• As part of the Europe 2020 Strategy, each EU Government must submit a 
‘Na'onal Reform Programme’ (NRP) to the European Commission, outlining 
how it will implement Europe 2020 at home.  Eurochild is undertaking an 
analysis of all NRPs from a child poverty and well-being perspec've.  Using the 
Eurochild framework, the Alliance undertook an analysis of our NRP, focusing 
specifically on educa'on and poverty.  The EU-wide analysis will be published 
by Eurochild in late July.  

• On June 1, the Alliance was one of a small number of NGOs invited to meet 
with the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, Thomas 

Hammarberg, to update him on the current human rights situa'on in Ireland.  
Issues raised by the Alliance included the cons'tu'onal referendum to 
strengthen children’s rights; the impact of recession on children’s lives; the 
deten'on of children in St Patrick’s Ins'tu'on; the Ryan Report 
Implementa'on Plan; and the forthcoming Na'onal Children’s Strategy.  

• The Alliance was one of 310 organisa'ons that par'cipated in, and offered 
feedback to, the beta version of the irishnonprofits.ie database.  This is the 
first extensive database of Irish Chari'es, NGOs and philanthropies derived 
from regulatory sources (such as the Companies Registra'on Office), and we 
look forward to it being rolled out later this summer to the more than 8,000 
Irish nonprofit companies. 

Submission to Minister Quinn on the Patronage Forum 
The Alliance made a submission to the Forum on Patronage 
and Pluralism, established by Minister for Educa'on and Skills 
Ruairi Quinn.  Our submission reminded the Minister of his 
duty to uphold the rights conferred upon all children in 
Ireland under the UN Conven'on on the Rights of the Child; 
drawing par'cular  a:en'on to Ar'cle 14 ‘Freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion’, Ar'cle 28 ‘Educa'on’ and 

Ar'cle 29 ‘Aims of Educa'on’.  Our submission also 
highlighted the recommenda'ons made by the Alliance in 
From Rhetoric to Rights, the 2006 Shadow Report, and the 
2006 UN Commi:ee Concluding Observa�ons to Ireland in 
rela'on to mul'-denomina'onal and non-denomina'onal 
schools.  To download the submission, go to childrensrights.ie  

Female Genital Mutilation Bill 



It was with great sadness that the Alliance learnt of the 
passing of Brian Lenihan TD on 10 June 2011.  Though most of 
the coverage centred on his final governmental role as 
Minister for Finance, the Alliance is keen that his five years as 
Minister for Children, between 2002 and 2007, be 
remembered. 

The Alliance fondly remembers him as a ‘true children’s 
champion’.  He was the first Minister for Children to secure a 
seat at Cabinet, where he played an instrumental role in 
nego'a'ng significant advances for children during his tenure, 
including the crea'on of the Office of the Minister for 
Children, the appointment of Ireland’s first Ombudsman for 
Children, the commencement of the Na'onal Longitudinal 
Survey,  and rigorous and serious engagement with the UN 
Commi:ee on the Rights of the Child process.  Moreover, it 
was his passion for cons'tu'onal reform in respect of 
children’s rights that ini'ated Government work in this area.   

In his memory, the Alliance will carry on the fight to 
strengthen children’s rights in the Cons'tu'on and will do so 
knowing that he gave us a helping hand that was above and 
beyond the call of duty.  For our full press statement, go to 
www.childrensrights.ie  
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Budget Factsheet:  How to get the most out of the pre-budget process  
The Alliance published its members’ informa'on note on the Budget: Budget Factsheet:  How to get the most out of the pre-
budget process, as part of our policy work on ‘Smart Budge'ng’ this year.  The Budget process is changing in response to new 
interna'onal requirements and domes'c commitments, but influencing the Budget to improve outcomes for children remains 
vital.  The Alliance factsheet is designed to support member organisa'ons in influencing the Budget process by explaining key 
changes and budgetary terms; outlining significant diary dates; providing tools for influencing the budget process; and sharing 
top 'ps for geTng your voice heard at Budget 'me. 

The factsheet outlines four key ways that NGOs can influence Budget 2012, they are:  

1.  Submit an annual pre-Budget submission to the Department of Finance and other relevant Government Departments 

2.  Develop clear, concise arguments, complemented where possible with appropriate figures 

3.  Influence the Comprehensive Spending Review (expected in September 2011), which will provide a ra'onale for 

 Government spending 

4.  Engage in public debate and media work to highlight the importance and value of investment in par'cular issues and 

 services. 

The Alliance encourages member organisa'ons to send a copy of your pre-budget submission to info@childrensrights.ie, so 
that we can ensure that members’ messages are included in our engagement with Government departments in the run-up to 
the Budget. 

RIP Brian Lenihan TD: a ‘True Children’s Champion’  

On 21 July, the Alliance will be holding 
an official pe''on handover, from The 
Body Shop and Alliance 
representa'ves to the Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs, Frances 
Fitzgerald TD.  Taking place outside 
the Dáil gates on Kildare Street, we 
would love you to join us and witness 
this exci'ng piece of history.  The 
event commences at 10:15am (to be 
confirmed) in The Body Shop on 
GraAon Street, from where we will 
walk to the Dáil gates for the 11.30am 
handover.  An amazing 150,000 
signatures have been collected in 

Ireland—one of the biggest pe''ons 
in history!  A big thank you must go to 
the amazing staff of The Body Shop. 
You can s'll sign the pe''on at 
www.thebodyshop.com or by going 
into your local The Body Shop.  

Meanwhile, three tender applica'ons 
for support ac'vi'es have been 
adver'sed and a selec'on process is 
underway for: 

1. Educa'onal and Social Supports  

2. Pilot Independent Advocate 
Programme 

3. Research on Safe Care for Child 
Trafficking Vic'ms 

We will keep you posted on the 
progress of these exci'ng ac'vi'es 
that we believe will help to address 
the problem of child trafficking in 
Ireland and support and empower 
child vic'ms and those at risk.  

Stop Sex Trafficking of Children and Young People: The Body Shop Update  



International Human Rights: UPR & UNCAT  

 

Children’s Rights Alliance                     
4 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2 

If you would like to submit material for future eNewsle:ers, please email communica'ons@childrensrights.ie 

www.childrensrights.ie 
www.facebook.com/childrensrightsalliance 

www.twi:er.com/ChildRightsIRL 

Tel: +353 1 6629400                             
Fax: +353 1 6629355     

Email: info@childrensrights.ie                                                                           

The Alliance submi:ed material to the Shadow Report collated by the ICCL and the Irish Penal 
Reform Trust (IPRT) for the UN Commi:ee Against Torture (UNCAT), which examined Ireland 
on 23 and 24 May.  In its Concluding Observa'ons, the Commi:ee made important 
recommenda'ons in rela'on to children, including: increased follow-up in rela'on to the Ryan 
Report; ending the deten'on of children in St. Patrick’s Ins'tu'on, and extending the remit of 
the Ombudsman for Children to inves'gate complaints there; proceeding with the construc'on 
of the new Na'onal Children Deten'on Facili'es in Oberstown; and prohibi'on of all corporal 
punishment of children. 

The Alliance con'nues to par'cipate on the UPR Cross Sectoral Steering Group, convened by the ICCL in the run up to Ireland’s 
State Hearing by the UN, which takes place on 6 October 2011.  

4th Report of the Special 
Rapporteur on Child Protection 
The Fourth Report of the Special Rapporteur on Child 
Protec'on and child law expert Geoffrey Shannon, was 
published on Friday 25 May 2011.  This year’s report puts 
forward a number of prac'cal recommenda'ons in the areas 
of mental health, child trafficking and pros'tu'on, youth 
homelessness, and children and criminal law.  The Minister 
for Children and Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald TD,  
responded by commiTng to a number of ac'ons, including 
placing Children First child protec'on guidelines on a 
statutory foo'ng (now a long overdue ac'on). The Alliance 

welcomes the Minister’s request for a response to the 
report’s concerns from the HSE and from her new 
Department.   

Senator van Turnhout requested that the report be discussed 
in the Seanad and, debated on 7 June, it became the first of 
the Rapporteur reports to be debated in the Oireachtas.  
Minister Fitzgerald a:ended, sta'ng that the report painted 
a ‘disturbing picture’ of the state of child protec'on and that 
it was now her job to ensure harmonised policy and put in 
place a quality integrated service.  In response to a request 
from Senator van Turnhout, Minister Fitzgerald commi:ed to 
tracking the implementa'on of its more than 100 
recommenda'ons via a Joint Oireachtas Commi:ee. 

Alliance Joins Ryan Report  

Oversight Group  

There was good news for the Alliance in May, when the 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald 
TD, invited us to join the Oversight Group on the 
Implementa'on of the Ryan Report.  This reflected our 
consistent call for the membership of the Group to be 
broadened from solely statutory officials to include a non-
governmental or independent voice.  Previous Alliance work 
has included developing a monitoring tool to track the 99 
ac'ons of the Ryan Report.  The Alliance is establishing a 
subgroup to feed into the Group’s new work, review its 
monitoring tool, and ensure that we bring the voices and 
experience of NGOs to the Oversight Group.  If you are 
interested in joining this subgroup, please email Maria 
Corbe: at maria@childrensrights.ie 

Health Information and Quality 

Authority Advisory Group 

The Alliance has been invited by the Health Informa'on and 
Quality Authority (HIQA) to par'cipate on an advisory group to 
advise HIQA on the development of a set of Na�onal 
Standards for the Protec�on and Welfare of Children.  A public 
consulta'on will also be held on the draA standards.  

The Alliance sought two nomina'ons from its member 
organisa'ons to join an Alliance staff member on this advisory 
group.  Those nominees are Amanda Nordell of the Society of 
St Vincent de Paul and Larissa Comiskey of EPIC (formerly 
IAYPIC).  A series of mee'ngs will take place up un'l November 
2011, with the first mee'ng held on 30 June in HIQA’s Dublin 
offices.  

 
Members Roundtable 

on the Cons)tu)onal 

Amendment 

An Alliance Members’ Roundtable on ‘The role of NGOs in Strengthening Children’s 
Rights in the Cons'tu'on’ will take place on Wednesday 6 July, from 1.30-5pm 
(sandwiches at 1pm), in the offices of the European Parliament, Molesworth Street, 
Dublin 2.  This is an event exclusively for the member organisa'ons of the Alliance and 
will be an opportunity to engage meaningfully with this very important issue.  To a:end, 
call (01) 6629400 or email mairead@childrensrights.ie 


