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The Child and 
Family Support 
Agency: 
A New Beginning?
On 20 July, exactly one month after 
the Child Deaths Report, the Minister 
for Children and Youth Affairs, Frances 
Fitzgerald TD, launched the Report of 
the Taskforce on the Child and Family 
Support Agency.  The Report sets out a 
series of recommendations for how the 
Agency - due to be established next 
year - should be structured and what 
services it should comprise. 

About the Alliance: The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of over 100 
organisations working to secure the rights of children in Ireland, by campaigning 
for the full implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. We aim 
to improve the lives of all children under 18 years, through securing the necessary 
changes in Ireland’s laws, policies and services.

Foreword
Welcome to the 
summer edition of 
our newsletter!
 
This summer has been 
exceptionally busy 
for the Children’s 
Rights Alliance. As 
well as working 

hard to respond to critical children’s rights 
issues high on the political agenda, in early 
August we moved offices to 31 Molesworth 
Street.  Now that we are settling into our new 
surroundings, we are gearing ourselves up 
for unprecedented attention on childhood, 
children and their rights.  
 
In June, we were deeply shocked by the 
explosive Report by the Independent Review 
Group on Child Deaths, documenting the 
deaths of nearly 200 children that were in 
contact with the Health Service Executive.  
Details emerging from this Report were 
deeply disturbing because it clearly 
illustrated that some of the deaths could 
have been prevented.  It is worth saying 
again that the Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald TD, did us 
all a service in publishing this report in full, 
as it helped shine a light on the once hidden 
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and ignored gaps in our child protection 
system.  This Report, though uncomfortable 
to read, brings into the open the lives of 
these vulnerable children, and the ways 
they were failed.  The Fifth Report of the 
Special Rapporteur on Child Protection, 
Geoffrey Shannon, was published the 
following month and again set out a road 
map for change.  Both these reports are 
significant and should play an integral role 
in overhauling our child protection system. 
 
And we can already see change afoot.  Most 
markedly, in the Government’s publication 
of the Report of the Task Force on the Child 
and Family Support Agency. Published in 
July, it was warmly welcomed by civil society 
because it quite obviously has the potential 
to make a real difference to the lives of 
all children and their families. Within the 
Report is a solid, top-line blueprint for the 
future. Yet questions remain. Will the new 
Child and Family Support Agency have 
sufficient resources to do its job? Will it 
carry a financial deficit – a hangover from 
the HSE?  Will the new Agency adopt a 
children’s rights approach to service delivery 
and improve how families are supported? 
All these questions need answers. 
Redeveloping our child protection and 
family support services is a daunting task 
but the Alliance is particularly hopeful that, 
this time, we might just get it right.

Campaigning for a 
Strong Children’s 
Referendum
Exciting times are ahead for all of us 
working on children’s issues.  Since 
taking office, the Taoiseach and the 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, 
Frances Fitzgerald TD, have both 
repeatedly stated that a referendum will 
take place in 2012.  Most recently, on 21 
June, during Leaders’ Questions in the 
Dáil, Tánaiste Eamon Gilmore TD, said a 
stand-alone referendum would be held.  
The current timeline now points to early 
November.  

The Alliance is actively liaising with 
Minister Fitzgerald’s Office with the 
view to securing a comprehensive 
amendment wording that will include 
critical elements of the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child.  We believe 
the wording will be published in the 
autumn.  The Board of the Alliance will 
make its final decision as to whether or 
not to support the amendment based on 
that final wording.

In the meantime, the Alliance is gearing 
up to work effectively with its member 
organisations, and has convened a 
Constitutional Working Group.  The 
Group last met on 2 July and is proving 
invaluable in honing the Alliance’s 
campaign plan and encouraging 
member organisations to run their own 

Further positive change will come in the 
shape of a children’s referendum.  This 
autumn, we will finally make children 
visible in the Constitution and ensure that 
children are not left out in the cold by our 
judiciary. The Alliance is currently working 
hard to ensure that we get a strong and 
comprehensive constitutional amendment 
that will make a real difference to the 
lives of children and their families.  If we 
are successful, and our Board supports this 
wording, we will work with our members 
to campaign for a YES VOTE.  We are 
delighted with the support of our members 
to date.  Tackling scaremongering and 
misinformation is going to be critical in this 
referendum and the Alliance’s membership 
is best placed to convince the people of this 
country that voting YES for children is a 
vote for families.
 
There is no doubt in my mind that 2012 will 
be a defining year for Ireland’s children and 
their rights.  Join us in making Ireland one 
of the best places in the world to be a child.

Best wishes,

Tanya Ward
Chief Executive

Child Deaths Report

On 20 June, the Report by the 
Independent Review Group on Child 
Deaths was published, documenting the 
deaths of 196 children in care, between 
January 2000 and April 2010.  The Report 
is a frank review of the devastating 

failure to care for our most vulnerable 
children.  Of the 196 deaths, 112 children 
died from non-natural causes, including 
unlawful killing, suicide and drug related 
illness, while 84 died of natural causes.  
The review of case files demonstrated 
a failure to adhere to legislation and 
regulations and pointed to weak 
management.  While the Report finds 
many examples of best practice, record 
keeping was sometimes inadequate and 
inexperienced social workers were given 
some of the most complex cases.

The Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald TD, was 
commended for publishing the Report 
with no redactions.  On the day of 
publication, the Alliance issued a press 
statement, and called on Government to 

develop a comprehensive constitutional 
amendment that would protect the rights 
of children and support them to grow 
up in a stable family home.  This was 
picked up by the media, with Tanya Ward, 
Alliance Chief Executive, writing opinion 
pieces in the Evening Herald and The Sun, 
and appearing on RTÉ’s Morning Ireland, 
RTÉ News 6 and TV3’s Ireland AM.  

The Alliance congratulates Geoffrey 
Shannon, Child Law expert, and Norah 
Gibbons, Director of Advocacy with 
Barnardos (pictured), for their sterling 
work in producing this valuable 
Report that will no doubt prove a 
milestone in revolutionising Ireland’s 
child protection services.  For the 
full Report, go to: http://tinyurl.com/
childdeathsreport

On the day of publication, the 
Alliance issued a press statement, 
welcoming the Report, and calling it 
‘a blueprint for change’.  The Alliance 
was disappointed that the vision 
outlined in the Taskforce report did not 
reference children’s rights, in particular 
the right of the child to be protected 
from abuse. Family support that is 
available to all families, at local level, 
will do much to prevent families in 
difficulties from reaching boiling point.  
A balance between family support and 
child protection will mean that this 
Agency will be for all children and for 
all families.

As the Report itself states, the Agency 
represents ‘a once in a generation 
opportunity to fundamentally 

reform children’s services in Ireland’. 
It is vital that in implementing the 
recommendations, Government makes 
adequate budgetary and resource 
commitments or the Agency will never 
live up to its full potential.  

The Alliance will make a submission to 
Minister Fitzgerald in relation to the 
establishment of the Child and Family 
Support Agency, including a response 
to the Taskforce’s Report.  Naturally, 
the Alliance will seek to ensure that 
the principles and provisions of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 
are central to the vision adopted by the 
new Agency. For more details on the 
Taskforce Report, go to: http://tinyurl.
com/TaskforceCFSAReport
 

campaigns.  Representatives from a 
wide range of organisations attended 
this meeting, and helped develop key 
Alliance initiatives, such as the formation 
of a legal, policy and communications 
campaign toolkit.  

To fully implement the Alliance’s 
campaign objectives, three further 
subgroups have been established, 
including an Amendment Wording 
Subgroup, a Messaging Subgroup and 
Media Training Subgroup.  A key priority 
for the Alliance, should the wording of 
the amendment be sufficiently strong 
and comprehensive, is to develop strong 
and consistent messaging that will 
persuade the public to vote in favour 
of the forthcoming referendum.  The 
Alliance has secured a communications 
company to assist in the development of 
messaging, media training and provide 
general communications advice.  

Over recent months, the Alliance has 
also been reaching out to a broad sector 
of society.  In this vein, Maria Corbett, 
Legal and Policy Director, conducted 
a workshop at the Irish Foster Care 
Association seminar in May, in Castlebar, 
Co Mayo, on Understanding the 2012 
Referendum on Children’s Rights.  The 
Alliance also organised a breakfast 
briefing for parliamentarians on the 
children’s referendum in conjunction 
with Senator Jillian van Turnhout on 
18 July.  Nearly 30 Oireachtas Members 
from across the political spectrum 

attended and the Alliance was very 
pleased with the level of interaction and 
energy at the event.  A further briefing 
was held with senior members within 
the Catholic Church on 20 July.  This was 
an important opportunity to inform 
discussion on the referendum, scheduled 
to take place during the Irish Catholic 
Bishop’s Conference this autumn.  

If you are interested in learning 
more about the proposed children’s 
referendum or would like to attend the 
Working Group or subgroups, please 
contact the office on 01 6629400 or 
email info@childrensrights.ie 
Alternatively, go to our web site: www.
childrensrights.ie
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Alliance AGM 2012
On 29 May, the Alliance held its 16th 
Annual General Meeting.  This included 
the Alliance’s first ever election by 
secret ballot of Board members, with 
Paul Gilligan, Alliance Board Chair, 
Fergus Finlay (Barnardos) and Caroline 
O’Sullivan (ISPCC) re-elected.  

This was Chief Executive Tanya Ward’s 
first AGM, where she presented the 
2011 Annual Review to a packed 
European Union House.  Tanya 
highlighted, among other areas, the 
Alliance’s effective lobbying of parties 
during Election 2011 to include in 
their manifestos a commitment to 
hold a children’s referendum.  She also 
spoke of the Alliance’s long-standing 
engagement with the National 
Children’s Strategy and reminded 
members of the forthcoming Strategy’s 
significance to members’ work.

Following official AGM business, the 
meeting was opened up to the public 
for the keynote addresses from two 
distinguished human rights advocates 
and scholars.  Professor Michael 
O’Flaherty, Chief Commissioner of 
the Northern Ireland Human Rights 
Commission, spoke on The Importance of 
Civil Society Groups Engaging in Human 
Rights Shadow Reporting and Professor 
Aoife Nolan of Nottingham University 
School of Law spoke on Children’s Rights 
after the Financial Crisis: A Call to Arms 
for the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child.  These addresses are available 
to watch on the Alliance web site (www.
childrensrights.ie) and youtube channel 
(www.youtube.com/user/cradub).  You 
can access the Annual Review at: http://
www.childrensrights.ie/resources/
alliance-annual-review-2011

Irish Human Rights 
and Equality 
Commission Bill 
2012 

On 5 June, the General Scheme of 
the Irish Human Rights and Equality 
Commission Bill 2012 was published.
The Bill will create a new Commission 
to be formed as a result of the merger 
of the Irish Human Rights Commission 
and the Equality Authority.  The 
Alliance reviewed the Bill to assess the 
impact of the merger on children. On 
4 July, on foot of its submission to 
the Oireachtas Committee on Justice, 
Equality and Defence, the Alliance was 
invited to make a presentation to the 
Committee together with the Equality 
and Rights Alliance, the Irish Human 
Rights Commission and the Irish 
Council for Civil Liberties. Tanya Ward, 
Chief Executive, and Edel Quinn, Children’s 

Rights Policy Officer, (both pictured left) 
presented key Alliance concerns . They 
called for legal services provided by the 
Equality Authority to be adequately 
resourced to ensure its continued 
support to children.  Additionally they 
recommended that the duty on public 
bodies to consider human rights and 
equality in their work be strengthened.  
Concerns were also raised in relation to 
the independence of the Commission 
with regard to the appointment of 
Commissioners and staff as well as its 
accountability to the Department of Justice 
and Equality with limited reporting to the 
Oireachtas. You can see the presentation 
here: http://tinyurl.com/CRAPresentation

Member Focus: The Ark

1. What is the Ark and what are you working on at the moment?
 
The Ark is a unique, purpose-built cultural centre for children based in Dublin’s Temple 
Bar. We seek to introduce children to the joy, wonder and creativity of the arts and to 
play a vital role in raising the standard of culture for children. Through our programmes 
children aged 2 to 12 years can explore everything form theatre, music and literature, to 
painting, film, dance and more. 
 
Awakening Curiosity, our interactive art and science programme for schools and families 
has just closed. Designed to awaken and stimulate the curiosity of children in scientific 
discovery, art and biodiversity, the three-month programme celebrated Dublin City of 
Science 2012. Next up we’re looking forward to presenting four fantastic productions 
for families and schools as part of the Dublin Theatre Festival Family Season, and then 
October, November and December will be jam-packed with children’s literature.
 
2. Why do you think it’s important to be a member of the Children’s Rights Alliance?
 
The Ark was founded on the belief that children have the right to a rich cultural life. 
In this sense we share a common goal with the Children’s Rights Alliance, and it is 
important to us to stand alongside the other members of the Alliance in order to raise 
awareness for children’s rights in Ireland.  
 
 
3. How does the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child influence your work?
 
The Ark was founded on the UN Convention, which states that children, as citizens, have 
the same cultural rights as adults. We work with key players in the lives of children; 
seeking to influence and share our specialist knowledge with teachers, parents, artists, 
community workers, cultural organisations and policy makers.  
 
4. The UN Convention includes participation rights and children’s right to express their  
 opinion. How does the ARK engage and consult with children and young people?
 
All artistic programmes are devised in such a way as to ensure that children are 
active agents of high quality culture, rather than passive recipients. In 2008,  The Ark 
organised a seminar on ‘Consulting with Children’ which was fully subscribed.  For 2013-
2015, a strategic priority for The Ark is consulting with children on the arts.
 
5. Can you describe some of the barriers to children’s participation in the arts?

Children have no income and no vote. This means that children’s participation in the arts 
is often dependent on the mediation of adult ‘others’.   Arts in education can be linked 
to the personal enthusiasm of an individual teacher or principal, rather than regarded as 
an essential part of a school education, on offer to every single child.  Barriers to overall 
participation include geographic access, finances, cultural confidence i.e. the real, lived 
experience in Ireland that the arts are for all.
 
6. President Michael D Higgins is a strong advocate for the arts sector, in particular a   
 child’s right to creative expression. What has this meant for The Ark?
 
It is hugely important that the President prioritised The Ark as the location for 
one of his first speeches after his inauguration.  His strong, inspirational message 
about the importance of a child’s right to creative expression has given us renewed 
encouragement and support. In his inaugural speech in November 2011, President 
Michael D. Higgins spoke of his belief ‘that when we encourage the seedbed of 
creativity in our communities and ensure that each child and adult has the opportunity 
for creative expression, we also lay the groundwork for sustainable employment in 
creative industries and enrich our social, cultural and economic development’.

Rights Based 
National Children’s 
Strategy

The Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs conducted a four-week public 
consultation (ending 6 July) that will 
feed into the development of the new 
National Children’s Strategy and other 
key policies and strategies over the 
next five years, including strategies on 
early years and youth affairs.  

 

Children First Bill
On 25 April, the Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald TD, 
published Heads of Bill to put aspects of 
the Children First Guidance on a statutory 
footing.  This is a major achievement for 
the Alliance and other organisations in 
the children’s sector, which have called for 
this for some time.  The Alliance issued a 
press release in response welcoming the 
Bill, which received strong media pick up. 
On 1 May 2012, Maria Corbett, Legal and 
Policy Director, presented the Alliance’s 
views to the Oireachtas Committee on 
Health and Children, which was tasked 
with reviewing the draft Bill.  

Since then, the Alliance has conducted 
a consultation with members and 
produced a major submission on 
the Bill, which points to the unclear 
relationship between the Bill and the 
Children First Guidance, the lack of clear 
reporting criteria, and the potential 
conflict of interest that may arise for 
the HSE in carrying out its duties under 
the Bill.  In late July the Committee 
published a substantial report on the 
draft Bill, including reference to the 
Alliance’s submission. You can read the 
Alliance submission here: http://www.
childrensrights.ie/resources/submission-
oireachtas-committee-health

The Alliance was given advance 
notification of the consultation dates 
and questions, and supported the 
Department in distributing these 
to its members and friends to raise 
awareness.  Maria Corbett, Legal and 
Policy Director, was invited to speak 
at the consultation launch on 11 May, 
where she encouraged people to get 
involved and make submissions from 
a rights based perspective.  

The Alliance held a consultation event 
with member organisations on the 
next National Children’s Strategy 
on 29 June, and received valuable 
feedback on issues of concern to it 
members.  The Alliance will be shortly 
disseminating its submissions to 
members for their views. Meanwhile, 
the Alliance continues its active 
engagement on the National Children’s 
Advisory Council, which feeds into 
the development of the next National 
Children’s Strategy. 

New Legislation
Reporting Child Abuse
The Criminal Justice (Withholding of Information on Offences Against Children 
and Vulnerable Persons) Bill 2012 was passed in mid-July, making it an offence 
to withhold information on serious offences, carrying a jail sentence of five 
or more years.  The Act closes a loophole in existing legislation (Offences 
Against the State (Amendment) Act 1998) as it includes sexual offences in the 
definition of serious offences.

Prof. Michael O’Flaherty at the AGM in May

Maria Corbett, Legal and Policy Director

For more information about The Ark, please go to www.ark.ie



Constitutional Convention 
In July, the Government passed legislation to establish a Constitutional Convention to 
review a range of issues relating to the Constitution.  The Convention will comprise 
an independent chair, 33 parliamentarians and 66 citizens from the electoral register.  
The Alliance is concerned that children - who make up one quarter of the Irish 
population - are neither involved nor represented directly on the Convention.  The 
Alliance engaged in intensive lobbying during March to push for children’s voices 
to be heard as part of the deliberations of the Convention.  We have recommended 
that appropriate issues under debate by the Convention be discussed in Comhairle na 
nÓg and their findings fed into the Convention.  As part of the Alliance’s work on this 
issue, letters were written to the Taoiseach, Enda Kenny TD, the Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald TD, and members of the Opposition.  Minister 
Fitzgerald has indicated that the Alliance proposals are under review.

Optional Protocols to the UN Convention 

The Alliance is currently engaged in its campaign to encourage the Government 
to sign and ratify the second and third Optional Protocols to the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child:

> the second deals with the sale of children, child prostitution and child   
 pornography; and
> the third deals with a new communications procedure to handle complaints  
 from children.  

In May, Tanya Ward spoke at a symposium at the Irish Centre for Human Rights, 
NUI Galway on Individual Complaints to the Committee on the Rights of the Child  
- Opportunities for Ireland.  To coincide, an opinion piece in The Journal was 
developed outlining the ways in which this can act as an international insurance 
policy for children and their families.  Later in June, the Alliance met with Marta 
Santos Pais, UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence 
Against Children, during her brief visit to Ireland to discuss the Optional Protocols.  

The Alliance has been lucky enough to have external support for this campaign.  
Michael Lynn, BL has provided pro bono legal opinion to the Alliance on the 
legal and policy changes required to allow the Government to ratify the second 
Optional Protocol.  In early summer, Lindsay Altenbaumer, an intern facilitated 
through the School of Law, at University of Tulsa, also developed a policy paper 
on the third Optional Protocol.  To complement this work, the Alliance has joined 
‘Ratify OP3CRC’, the International Coalition seeking universal ratification of the 
third Optional Protocol.  To learn more about the third Optional Protocol, listen to 
the Alliance’s latest podcast with Veronica Yates from CRIN (the Children’s Rights 
International Network) here: http://www.childrensrights.ie/resources/podcast-
veronica-yates-director-crin

A series of advocacy activities are in the pipeline for the autumn including an 
advocacy paper on the two protocols, which will be distributed to member 
organisations when finalised.   
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The Alliance has now moved from •	
Upper Mount Street to new offices 
at 31 Molesworth Street, Dublin 2.  
The office space is much improved 
and is in an excellent location.  

•	
Many thanks to those who •	
attended the Alliance member 
consultation event on 16 May to 
provide feedback to HIQA on their 
Draft National Standards for the 
Protection and Welfare of Children 
– For HSE Children and Family 
Services.  The Standards, which 
will be used to monitor how 
the HSE child protection service 
is implementing the principles 
of the Children First Guidance, 
were launched on 25 July by An 
Taoiseach, Enda Kenny TD. You can 
read the Standards here: http://
tinyurl.com/HIQAStandards

•	
The Alliance has joined •	
the Turn Off The Red Light 
Campaign, which campaigns 
to end prostitution in Ireland, 
sex trafficking to Ireland and 
to criminalise the purchase of 
sex.  The Immigrant Council of 
Ireland is leading the campaign 
and there are over 50 members.  
Membership of this campaign 
will build on work previously 
undertaken by the Alliance with 
The Body Shop to combat sex 
trafficking of children and young 
people. To learn more, go to: 
www.turnofftheredlight.ie

•	

Making a Difference 
with The Body Shop 
funds 

The Alliance is delighted to see that, 
on the back of the funds generated 
by The Body Shop Ireland’s Stop Sex 
Trafficking of Children and Young 
People campaign, a real difference is 
being made to the lives of children in 
Ireland in the nominated projects.

In the first project, educational supports 
were provided to the Dun Laoghaire 
Refugee Project for four young people 
this past academic year, to enable them 
to attend third level educational courses 
and thus reduce their risk to trafficking.  
The Alliance is very proud to report that 
the young people performed extremely 
well in their exams and courses.   

The second project involves the 
Irish Refugee Council running and 
evaluating a pilot independent 
advocate programme during 2012, 
providing support to separated children 
to help them find their voice.  The 
programme seeks to ensure that 
separated children in the asylum 
process have a volunteer advocate 
to guide them through the care and 
asylum processes.  It was officially 
launched on 5 July by the Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs, Frances 
Fitzgerald TD, and Tanya Ward, the 
Alliance’s Chief Executive.   

The third and final project is Research 
on Safe Care for Child Victims of 
Trafficking.  The School of Applied 
Social Studies of University College Cork 
has now completed the final draft of 
this research report and final feedback 
has been sought. The Alliance hopes to 
launch this report by early autumn. 

Thanks to The Body Shop Ireland for 
funding these three important projects.

The Vincentian Partnership for •	
Social Justice launched its report, 
The Cost of a Child, in June.  The 
study examines the cost of a 
child in four different parts of 
childhood: infancy, pre-school, 
primary school and secondary 
school. Broken down by urban 
and rural living, it highlights these 
costs in the context of income 
supports from the State. Read the 
report here: http://tinyurl.com/
CostofaChild   

•	
The Prevention and Early •	
Intervention Network is a 
network funded by The Atlantic 
Philanthropies and involves a 
wide range of Atlantic-funded 
organisations.  On 8 June, the 
Alliance attended a meeting 
on behalf of the Network with 
the Taskforce on the Child and 
Family Support Agency and also 
made a presentation on the 
National Children’s Strategy at the 
Network’s two-day residential in 
Athlone, in June.

•	
For many years, work has been •	
progressing towards the adoption 
of an EU Recommendation on 
Child Poverty and Wellbeing.  It is 
likely that the opportunity for the 
European Commission to adopt 
the Recommendation and for 
the European Council to endorse 
it will arise during Ireland’s EU 
Presidency, which will run from 
January to June 2013.  The Alliance 
has written to the Taoiseach 
urging him to make child poverty 
a priority during the Presidency.  A 
child poverty EU Recommendation 
agreed in Ireland will signal across 
Europe that the Irish Government 
is committed to children’s rights 
and recognises the importance 
of special measures to protect 
children in times of austerity.  

•	
In June, following on from the •	
‘Speak to the World’ project with 
the Children’s Rights Alliance 
England in 2010 and 2011, Emma 
McKinley, Children’s Rights Policy 
Officer, presented a workshop 
on Really Listening to The Voice 
of the Child at the International 
Youth Studies Conference in 
Maynooth.  

News 
in BriEF

Making Children 
Visible in Irish Law
Together with Campaign for 
Children and PILA (the Public 
Interest Law Alliance), the Alliance 
hosted a successful children’s 
rights legal conference on 6 July, 
entitled ‘Making Children Visible 
-  the Principles of Best Interest 
and Hearing the Voice of the 
Child in Irish Law’.  Over 170 
people attended, from a range 
of backgrounds, including the 
legal, teaching and social work 
professions, who contributed to 
lively interaction and comments 
from the floor.  

The Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald 
TD, opened the event followed by 
an interesting presentation by Dr 
Michael Freeman, University College 
London, on the importance of 
recognising children as individual 
rights-holders.  This session was 
chaired by Tanya Ward, Alliance 
Chief Executive.  Presentations were 
given on the best interests of the 
child and why this principle is key 
to decision-making with regard 
to children, and on the voice of 
the child and the importance of 
children’s participation in decisions 
affecting them.  Judge Catherine 
McGuinness brought the event 
to a close by presenting her own 
reflections on the day’s proceedings 
and calling for children to be made 
visible in the Irish Constitution. 

Tanya Ward, Alliance Chief Executive, with Prof. Michael 
Freeman and Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, 
Frances Fitzgerald TD.
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Recruitment to 
Defence Forces 
Raised to 18 years
The Minister for Defence, Alan Shatter 
TD, announced an increase in the 
minimum age of recruitment to the 
Defence Forces, from 17 to 18 years in 
early June.  The Alliance immediately 
wrote to Minister Shatter to 
congratulate him on this initiative and 
to seek clarity on which groups would 
be covered by this new recruitment age.  

The Minister has since confirmed, in a 
letter to the Alliance, the recruitment 
age for apprentices will also be 
raised to 18 years.  However, the 
recruitment age for members of the 
Reserve Defence Forces will remain 
at 17 years.  Members of the Reserves 
are not accepted as being trained to 
the minimum standard required for 
Reserve operations until they have 
completed their ‘Three Star Private’ 
Course, which is normally conducted 
in the second year of service.  Reserve 
entrants are not eligible for operation 
duties until they are 18 years of age 
and also may not participate in ‘Aid 
to Civil Power’ operations or serve 
overseas.  

Raising the minimum age of all military 
recruits to 18 years would allow Ireland 
to withdraw its declaration under 
Article 3 of the Optional Protocol to 
the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child on the involvement 
of children in armed conflict. The 
Alliance will continue to campaign for 
this to become Government policy.

Welcome Edel Quinn
Welcome to Edel Quinn, who joined the Alliance in May as 
one of the Children’s Rights Policy Officers.  Edel has a legal 
background and has over five years’ experience in organisations 
including Free Legal Advice Centres (FLAC) and the Irish Council 
for Civil Liberties (ICCL).  Edel is a qualified attorney for the 
state of New York and attained her Bachelors of Civil Law and 
German degree at University College Cork and her Masters in 
Human Rights Law at the University of Nottingham. Edel is a 
fantastic addition to the Legal and Policy team and the Alliance 
is delighted to have her on board.

Fifth Report of the Special Rapporteur on 
Child Protection
On 24 July, the Fifth Report of the Special Rapporteur on Child Protection, by child law 
expert, Geoffrey Shannon, was published.  For the fifth year in a row, Geoffrey Shannon 
provided the Oireachtas with an insightful analysis of the child protection system in 
Ireland and provided valuable recommendations and examples of learning from other 
jurisdictions.  In particular, the Alliance welcomes Geoffrey Shannon’s recommendation that 
the Government ratify the third Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child on a Communications Procedure.  This new Optional Protocol is a new complaints 
procedure for children and their families, acting as almost an insurance policy, safeguarding 
against any bad decisions potentially made in the future by the State. The Alliance issued 
a press statement to welcome this report and, on foot of this Tanya Ward, Chief Executive, 
was interviewed on Morning Ireland where she deepened the debate on the report’s key 
recommendations and once again publicly called for a children’s referendum. Access the 5th 
Report here: http://tinyurl.com/SR5thReport

Child Benefit for All Children!
On 19 July, following media reports of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) advice to 
Government to consider means testing Child Benefit, the Alliance issued a press statement 
reiterating its policy commitment to maintain the universal payment of Child Benefit.  The 
Alliance is of the firm opinion that the right course of action is to reform the child income 
system, and that cutting the payment would be a ‘lazy decision’ for Government and means 
testing a ‘bureaucratic nightmare with little economic return’.  

Tanya Ward, Chief Executive, was given the opportunity to explain the Alliance position 
to local radio, including Highland Radio, NearFM and Q102. She said: “Child Benefit is the 
only universal payment that goes directly to children and families, and does much to shield 
children from the stresses and devastation of poverty.  Now is not the time – in the heat of 
a recession – to reduce supports to families.  We need to remember that in Ireland we do 
not give families tax credits, despite the additional costs associated with raising a family.  
Stopping the wealthy from getting Child Benefit is approaching the issue from the wrong 
angle – if you want to raise money from the wealthy, use the existing taxation system.  We 
firmly believe that Child Benefit must remain universal and be supplemented by a targeted 
payment for low income families.  If such reform was introduced, the rate of the Child 
Benefit component could then be reviewed.”  The Alliance will campaign vigorously on this 
issue, particularly in the run up to the next Budget.
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