
Your World – Your Say! 
On 17 November, 100 children from all over Ireland 

gathered in the Ashling Hotel, Dublin for ‘Your World – 

Your Say’, a consultation on children’s views on their 

engagement in European and international levels of 

decision-making.  The event was hosted by the Alliance, in 

partnership with the Irish Second Level Students’ Union 

(ISSU) and was held on International Students’ Day (17 

November). 

Children aged 

12 to 17 years, 

and from a 

diverse range of 

life experiences, 

gathered to discuss how to engage and influence European 

and international decision-makers.  A message from Irish 

MEPs was sent from Brussels and representatives from the 

European Commission, European Parliament, European 

Movement Ireland and UNICEF Ireland were also present.  

Innovative methods were used to promote creative 

discussions, including storyboards, mind-mapping and 

knowledge cafés.  The sessions were facilitated by young people from the ISSU and the European 

Youth Parliament making it a truly youth-led and youth-focused event. 

This consultation event is part of a Europe-wide project funded by the European Commission and co-

ordinated by Children’s Rights Alliance for England.  A European Summit Conference will be held in 

July 2011 to help disseminate the project’s findings.   

For further information, please contact Emma McKinley. emma@childrensrights.ie 
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Children’s Rights in 2010 
While 2010 has been a challenging and, at times, a difficult year for children’s rights, there have 

been some encouraging developments.  In February, the Joint Committee on the Constitutional 

Amendment on Children issued its final report recommending a constitutional amendment to 

strengthen children’s rights and putting forward all party agreed wording.  While this was warmly 

welcomed, no date for a Referendum has been set, and now, with an impending General Election, 

we fear that the rights of children in Ireland will again be put on hold.  Also this year, progress was 

made on delivering the Ryan Report Implementation Plan and we urge any incoming Government to 

keep up the momentum on these important commitments to children.  The reconvening of the 

National Children’s Advisory Council to inform the new National Children’s Strategy is also 

particularly welcome.  However, there were darker moments in 2010: there is ongoing turmoil in 

the HSE in relation to deaths of children in care, gaping holes revealed in relation to foster care, the 

HIQA report on Special Care services and the launch of the shocking A and B Report – yet another 

damning report into horrific familial abuse and State failure.  The year’s events took place against 

the backdrop of the economic crisis taking its toll on children and families.  Budget 2011 marked the 

beginning of a four-year fiscal austerity programme and of an IMF/EU rescue package.  Children in 

the poorest families were not spared and details of our Budget analysis are on page 3.  

The future may be uncertain, but I promise that we will do our best in 2011 to continue to build on 

the good work that has been achieved and hold steadfast to our goal of fully realising children’s 

rights in Ireland.   Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year. 

Jillian van Turnhout  

Chief Executive 

www.twitter.com/Child

RightsIRL  

www.facebook/children

srightsalliance  
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The next meeting of the Children’s Mental Health Coalition 

is 14 February 2011 from 11-1pm.  The meeting will 

provide an update on 2010 activities and be an opportunity 

to plan for 2011.  There will also be an earlier meeting that 

day, from 9.00– 10.30, for those interested in progressing 

the objectives under the education sector.   Established by 

the Alliance and Amnesty International Ireland in  2009, the Coalition now 

comprises more than 50 member organisations.  Thank you to those 

Alliance members who have been involved in the Coalition to date.  To 

RSVP for 14 February or for further queries, please contact Karol Balfe 

(kbalfe@amnesty.ie; 01 863 8308). 

Member Focus 

The ISPCC is Ireland’s oldest and most well-

known children’s charity. It is the only voluntary 

organisation providing support to children and 

young people all over Ireland 24 hours a day, 

365 days a year.  

Through its four services: Childline, Childfocus, 

Teenfocus and Leanbh, the ISPCC works with 

some of Ireland's most vulnerable children. 

From those begging on the streets, to those 

experiencing emotional and behavioural 

difficulties, child abuse, neglect, bullying, 

mental health issues or those who are lonely 

and need someone to talk to; the ISPCC is here 

to listen. 

Where to find us 

Tel: Head Office: 01 676 7960 

Log on: www.ispcc.ie and www.childline.ie  

Follow us on Facebook: ISPCCChildline 

Follow us on Twitter: ISPCCChildline 

Christmas Appeal 

2010 has seen a huge increase in demand for all 

of the ISPCC’s services with unprecedented 

waiting lists for our professional services.  While 

Christmas should be a time for fun and 

happiness, for some the reality is very different 

bringing isolation, stress, or even violence.  On 

Christmas Day last year, over 900 vulnerable 

children engaged with the ISPCC.  You can 

donate today and make Christmas a happier 

time for children in need; log-on to 

www.ispcc.ie/donate or call 1850 50 40 50. 

News in Brief 

• The inaugural meeting of the third National Children’s Advisory Council (NCAC) 
took place on 11 November.  The Alliance welcomes the reconvening of the 
NCAC as a key vehicle to develop and monitor the National Children’s Strategy, 
due to be published by the end of 2011.  The Chair of the NCAC is Owen Keenan.  
Meetings will be held quarterly, with the next meeting scheduled for 21 
February 2011. 

• On 27 November, the Irish Human Rights Commission (IHRC) and the School of 
Law, Trinity College Dublin co-hosted a ‘Conference on Religion and Education: 
A Human Rights Perspective’.  At the conference, the IHRC launched 
a Discussion Paper on Religion and Education.  The Commission is inviting 
submissions from individuals and organisations by 31 January 2011 on this 
topic.  You can find the Discussion Paper here http://www.ihrc.ie/publications/
list/ihrc-discussion-paper-religion-education/ 

• The EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child is now due out in March 2011 (the 
strategy was originally due in November of this year).  The Alliance response to 
the consultation is available to download from our web site. 

• The Tánaiste and Minister for Education and Skills has launched a consultation 
on a Draft National Plan to Improve Literacy and Numeracy in Schools entitled 
"Better Literacy and Numeracy for Children and Young People". Submissions on 
the plan are invited and can be emailed to literacynumeracy@education.gov.ie 
by 31 January. The development of a national literacy policy is welcomed; it 
was an Alliance recommendation in our 2010 Briefing Note on Child Literacy.  

• The Mater Dei Institute of Education will be holding an interdisciplinary 
Conference on Childhood in Irish Society on 18-19 April 2011.  The conference 
invites proposals from researchers in the areas of theology, Irish Studies, ethics, 
history, education, law, sociology and child welfare.  The deadline for 
submission of proposals (500 words max) is December 10, 2010.  Contact  Dr 
Ethna Regan (ethna.regan@materdei.dcu.ie) or Dr William Murphy 
(will.murphy@materdei.dcu.ie). 

• The Alliance will be launching the third edition of its Report Card series on 
January 24 2011 in EU House, Dawson Street, Dublin 2 at 11.00. Once again we 
will be asking: has the Government kept its promises on children? 

• The Alliance would like to congratulate Geoffrey Shannon, solicitor and expert 
in child and family law, on being shortlisted for his work for children at the 
2010 Human Rights Award of the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe 
on 23 November. 

• Ms LU Shizhen, member of the Chinese Economic and Social Committee (CESC) 
and Jillian van Turnhout, member of the European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) presented their reports on the Rights of the Child at the 8th 
Meeting of the EU-China Round Table, 13-14 December 2010.  In the final 
statement, they agreed “to undertake further research and present a proposal 
on EU-China cooperation to prevent and combat human trafficking and to 
protect child victims.”  The full statement can be found here http://
www.eesc.europa.eu/resources/docs/js_rt8_final_en-2.pdf    

‘A Family’ Case Report  
On 27 October, the Alliance welcomed the publication of the 

report of the Inquiry Team to the HSE in relation to the A & B 

case.  This report examined the spectacular failure of the HSE 

and the legal system to intervene in relation to the serious 

and ongoing abuse of six children by their parents over a 

number of years.  Once again, this case dramatically highlights 

the need for constitutional reform for children. 

This report showed that Mrs. A and Mr. B successfully blocked 

the State from intervening to protect the children, by citing 

their constitutional rights as a marital family.  The parents' 

right to be heard was not matched by equal consideration of 

the wishes or the needs of the children.  The voice of the 

children was virtually silent both in HSE case conferences and 

court proceedings.  The HSE felt powerless to act and it failed 

to follow up its own conclusions and deliver a safe home 

environment for the children, exposing them instead to 

further unnecessary abuses.   

The State must have sufficient powers to intervene 

appropriately in cases of abuse.  Children in vulnerable 

situations must be given a voice.  We urgently need 

constitutional reform to ensure that horrific cases like these 

never happen again.    

Children’s Mental Health Coalition Update 



Special Podcast with Dr Randall  - NOTA 

To mark World Day for 

the Prevention of Child 

Abuse (19 November) 

Jillian van Turnhout, 

Chief Executive 

recorded a special 

podcast with Dr. Patrick 

Randall, Chair of the 

National Organisation 

for the Treatment of 

Abusers (NOTA), a 

member organisation of 

the Alliance.  Dr Randall has extensive experience in the 

treatment of sex abusers having worked in various treatment 

facilities including the Granada Institute in the UK.  NOTA’s 

treatment programme involves individual therapy; it analyses 

the emotional status of an abuser and identifies the triggers 

that led to the abuse.  The aim of the treatment is to ensure 

that the needs an abuser acts on through their abusive 

behaviour are now being expressed through appropriate 

behaviour. 

Dr Randall does not believe that the public has the right to 

know if a former sex abuser is living in their community as it 

provides people with a false sense of security.  He also spoke 

about how under-resourced the treatment facilities for sex 

offenders are around the country.  There are currently very 

few services available nationally and most are in large urban 

centres. He noted that the Ferns Report recommended 

countrywide programmes, instead of relying on (mainly) 

private providers. This is a major stumbling block in the 

treatment of abusers and according to Dr Randall, by not 

investing in treatment countrywide, we are putting children 

at risk in a way that they are not at risk in other countries.  

Dr Randall emphasised that abusers are human beings 

deserving of dignity and respect and we need to provide 

treatment for them.  

To listen to the interview in full go to the Podcast section of 

our website. A full transcript of the interview is also available 

(www.tinyurl.com/randallpodcast).  

Please add your signature to the 90,000 other people in Ireland who have signed 

The Body Shop's petition to Stop Sex Trafficking of Children and Young People.  As 

Irish Partner of this campaign, the Alliance really wants to reach 100,000 signatures 

before Christmas – only 10,000 signatures to go!   Show your support by signing the 

petition and buying the handcream in your local The Body Shop store or at 

www.thebodyshop.ie. 
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Budget 2011 Analysis 
This year, the Alliance published its third annual Budget Analysis: Analysis of Budget 2011 and its 

Impact on Children, providing facts and commentary on Budget measures affecting children.   

Our analysis outlines how the combination of tax raising and expenditure cutting measures announced 

in Budget 2011 will hit families with children hard, and the poorest among them will take the sharpest 

blow.  The Child Benefit Payment was cut with no compensatory measure introduced for families on 

the lowest incomes. Even though this could have easily been done through the Qualified Child Increase 

(QCI) and the Family Income Supplement (FIS) at a cost of just €56 million.  This is deeply unjust.   

The Alliance identified four positives and six negatives for children in Budget 2011. They are:  

Key Positives 

• Allocation of €3m for Constitutional Referendum on Children’s Rights in 2011 

• Allocation of €9m to the delivery of the Ryan Report Implementation Plan  

• Maintaining funding for the Universal Free Pre-School Year  

• Commitment of €15m to priority Mental Health projects 

Key Negatives 

• A cut of €10 (€20 for the third child) to the Child Benefit Payment 

• No protection from the cut to Child Benefit for low income families  

• Cut in Education affecting the most disadvantaged, including Traveller children 

• Cuts to Adult Social Welfare Rates and cumulative cuts affecting families  

• Cut to Youth Justice Budget, down by a quarter 

• No change to alcohol pricing  

 

The choice Government made in Budget 2011 is clear: it is more concerned with global competitiveness and world markets, 

than it is with protecting the youngest and most vulnerable in Irish society.  (http://www.childrensrights.ie/files/

AllianceAnalysisBudget2011.pdf). 



Press Ombudsman Seminar on ‘Children and the Media’ 

The Office of the Press Ombudsman and Press Council of Ireland held a seminar on 

Children and the Media on Monday, 6 December.  Keynote speaker and Child 

Psychologist, Professor Magne Randalen, opened the event with an enlightening 

insight into the psychological impact of newspaper headlines and imagery on 

children.  In a recent research study, children were asked to look in detail at 

newspapers and offer their perceptions of the role of children in print media.  

Children described the negative attitude towards them as a kind of ‘youth hate’, 

feeling the media frequently presented a polarised impression of children – those 

who are ‘brilliant’ and those who are ‘bad’.  Professor Randalen stressed the 

importance of children’s right to participate in the media, as articulated in the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child and also highlighted the need to address 

children’s fears arising from frightening newspaper headlines.  Maria Corbett of the 

Alliance also presented at the seminar and noted that the Convention can act as a 

useful guide for the media, balancing a child’s right to access information against the 

State’s duty to promote their best interests and safeguard their wellbeing.   

The balancing of rights and the competing ideologies between the media and 

practitioners became the focal point of discussion during the day.  Professor Randalen spoke of Norway’s crisis alert teachers, 

tasked with conveying appropriate information to children during times of crisis; this innovative approach could act as a buffer 

and support to children in the face of shocking news coverage.  Dearbhail McDonald identified the excessive secrecy in the 

family courts and the resultingly poor body of knowledge available to the media and practitioners as an obstacle in the 

administration of justice.  It is clear that reform in this area is needed, and it would be reasonable to assume that, with more 

information at their disposal, the media would be better equipped to act as advocates for children.  Journalists must still 

continue to break the rules when it’s in the public interest and to expose injustices, but the ethical issues surrounding the 

privacy of an individual child versus the needs of children at large require ongoing discussion.  The Office of the Press 

Ombudsman has developed a ‘Code of Practice for Newspapers and Periodicals’ which includes a specific principle on 

children.  Principle 9 requires newspapers and periodicals to take particular care in presenting information or comment about 

children under the age of 16.  If you believe that this principle has been breached please contact Bernie Grogan in the Office of 

the Press Ombudsman, tel: (01) 6489133 or bernie.grogan@pressombudsman.ie 

The Universal Periodic Review — Ireland 2011 

 
Children’s Rights Alliance                     

4 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2 

If you would like to submit material for future eNewsletters, please email communications@childrensrights.ie 
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Fax: +353 1 6629355     
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The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a new mechanism of the Human Rights Council and was created 

in March 16, 2006.  Unlike the review process of other human rights instruments, conducted by 

independent experts, the UPR is  a ‘peer review’.  The review is conducted by the UPR Working Group, 

(the 47 member states of the Human Rights Council), but is also open to any other UN Member State.    

This allows for discussion and dialogue between member states and, in this way, it differs from the 

review process of the treaty bodies, such as the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.  Ireland will be 

examined on 6 October 2011 and, under the UPR, the Government must conduct a national consultation 

exercise and submit a State Report (Department of Foreign Affairs is leading on this).  The Irish Human 

Rights Commission is also developing a report.   The UPR review process is a good opportunity for NGOs to share their human 

rights concerns with national policy makers.  One of the most exciting aspects of the UPR is the broad range of human rights 

that are considered: from the right to health and the right to liberty, to the rights of children and older people.  This process 

will assess Ireland’s respect for all the human rights obligations to which it has committed, including the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child.  

NGOs can also contribute by providing evidence to the UN about the situation on the ground.  Sixteen organisations, including 

the Children’s Rights Alliance, have come together to ensure that the voice of civil society is heard and we will develop a cross-

sectoral NGO report to be submitted by the deadline of 21 March.  A full-time coordinator has been recruited by the Irish 

Council for Civil Liberties to work on the UPR project (contact mary.oshea@iccl.ie or 01 7995404; rightsmonitor.org).  The 

Alliance will keep its members informed as the project progresses.  For further queries, please contact Maria Corbett 

(maria@childrensrights.ie). 

Keynote speaker Professor Magne Raundalen, 

Centre for Crisis Psychology, Bergen, Norway  

with Professor John Horgan, Press Ombudsman, 

Press Council of Ireland and Office of The Press 

Ombudsman. Photograph courtesy of  Fennell 

Photography 


