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Foreword

Season’s greetings and welcome to the winter edition of 
the Children’s Rights Alliance newsletter!

What a year we’ve all had! These last months have been particularly busy for the 
Alliance, with member organisations working tirelessly to secure a YES VOTE in the 
Children’s Rights Referendum, which took place on Saturday 10 November 2012. 
The YES VOTE in this referendum is a momentous achievement for all involved.  
 
After nearly 20 years of vigorous campaigning for constitutional reform, we take this 
edition to revisit our campaign and to thank our members, friends and key stakehold-
ers for their amazing support. We also outline how we will secure real change for 
children, now that we have children’s rights on a sounder constitutional footing.
 
Apart from the Referendum, we also saw some other key children’s rights wins, 
including a commitment to put aspects of the Children First Guidance on a statutory 
footing together with a commitment to establish a new Child and Family Support 
Agency. We warmly welcomed both these commitments, particularly following the 
findings from the Child Deaths Report in June 2012, which recommended reform 
of our child protection system.
 
We were also delighted to see the Government following through on its commitment 
to provide budgetary resources to end the detention of 16- and 17-year-old boys in St. 
Patrick’s Institution, an adult prison. This has been a long-time abuse of children’s 
rights, which will soon be a thing of the past.
 
Unfortunately, the Budget poured cold water on the high of the Children’s Referen-
dum. The Budget included regressive measures, particularly in the Social Protection 
area, leading to children and families carrying the main brunt of the recession and 
Ireland’s debts. Over €136 million was saved from cutting Child Benefit by €10, yet 
very little of it was redirected into services and programmes for children. 

The eagle-eyed among you will have noticed our new brand! This was an essential 
component in implementing our new Strategic Plan, which endeavours to move 
beyond our traditional public a�airs work and towards raising our profile with members 
of the general public. It was also felt that the Alliance was failing to reflect the breadth 
of our membership, particularly those organisations representing young people. We 
believe that our new brand now does this, and we have taken some time in this 
edition to explain why.
 
I’m very proud of the work of the 
Alliance over these past 12 months. 
However, 2013 will be our biggest 
challenge yet, as we strive to make 
real constitutional reform and hold 
Government to account as they 
publish their State Report to the 
UN Committee on the Rights of 
the Child.
 
There is no reason why Ireland 
cannot be one of the best places 
in the world to be a child. At the 
Alliance, we intend to play our part
in making this vision a reality. 
 
I thank sincerely the members and 
friends of the Alliance for all their 
hard work and wish you all a Happy 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year!
 
Best wishes,

Tanya Ward
Chief Executive
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On Saturday 10 November, the people 
of Ireland voted in favour of the 31st 
Amendment to the Constitution Bill and 
legal history was made for children. The 
Irish Constitution will now have a new 
article entitled ‘Children’, numbered 
Article 42A, which will sit between 
Articles 42 and 43.

On the back of a 34% turnout, the 
Children’s Rights Referendum was 
carried by 58% of the ballot. Only three 
of Ireland's 43 constituencies voted 
against the constitutional amendment: 
Donegal South West, Donegal North 
East and Dublin North West. The highest 
YES VOTE was in Dublin South, with 73% 
of the ballot supporting the amendment 
wording, closely followed by Dublin 
South East and Dún Laoghaire. 
Altogether, this represents a healthy 
margin of victory.

Since the 1990s, the Children’s Rights 
Alliance and its 100-strong membership, 
has been one of the leading organisa-
tions campaigning for constitutional 

reform. After nearly 20 years of sustained 
campaigning, Alliance members should 
be proud of their integral role in finally 
securing this vital step in helping to 
make Ireland one of the best places in 
the world to be a child. Overleaf provides 
a snapshot of the Alliance’s successful 
campaign.
 
The successful passage of the 31st 
Amendment demonstrates that, as a 
nation, Ireland is starting to turn a corner 
away from its dark past; long overdue 
after the publication of 17 o�cial reports 
documenting Ireland’s failure to protect 
vulnerable children experiencing abuse 
and neglect.

We are incredibly grateful to the people 
of Ireland for providing a mandate to 
Oireachtas members to strengthen 
Ireland’s laws, policies and services for 
children. With a key strategic objective 
now met, the Alliance will turn its 
attention, in 2013, to make real these 
constitutional rights for children.
 

The 31st Amendment will be signed into 
law by the President after any challenges 
to the Children’s Rights Referendum 
result have been settled.
 
1. For the first time, the Constitution 
 will take a child-centred approach 
 to the protection of all children, 
 allowing the State to better support 
 families that are struggling, rather 
 than wait for a situation to reach 
 crisis point.

2. Hundreds of children, currently in 
 long-term State care, will now have 
 the opportunity to be adopted 
 and given a second chance at a 
 stable and permanent family.

3. Court decisions relating to child 
 protection, care, adoption, 
 guardianship, custody and access 
 will now be made in the best 
 interests of the child.

4. Judges will now be obliged to listen 
 to the views of children when making 
 decisions in child protection, care, 
 adoption, guardianship, custody and 
 access cases.

5. Our Constitution now sets out how 
 we, as a country, view and value 
 children, which will help foster a 
 culture that actively protects and 
 safeguards children’s rights.

What’s changed?
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Snapshot: the Alliance’s YES campaign

We Are An Authority

For the Children’s Rights Alliance, 2012 and the YES campaign represented the culmination 
of years' of work lobbying successive governments to hold a Children’s Rights Referendum. 
Both Alliance sta� and member organisations threw themselves into an energetic and 
impactful campaign. Thanks to all who dedicated time and energy to secure constitutional 
change for children.

The Legal and Policy Team worked 
tirelessly to produce extensive legal 
analysis and information of the Amend-
ment wording, including easy-to-read 
guides. As well as providing excellent 
support to member organisations, 
these also became the backbone of 
the Yes for Children campaign’s 
public information.

We played a key role in nationwide 
briefings, debates and public meetings, 
sharing our expertise on the referendum 
and its impact on children.
 
Ahead of the campaign, we held two 
boot-camps on the child protection 
system, including one for journalists. As 
well as two closed briefings for Oireach-
tas (Irish parliament) members, we also
met with many groups and held several 
briefings, in the areas of Early Childhood, 
Education, Irish Language, and Disability.

Resources

• Summary Explanation of 
 Amendment Wording
• Short Guide to the Children’s 
 Referendum
• Nóta Treorach maidir le Reifreann 
 na Leanaí
• Detailed analysis of the Children’s 
 Amendment
• Note on the Children’s Referendum 
 and Disability
• Note on the Children’s Referendum 
 and Older People
• Campaign Toolkit for the Children’s 
 Referendum
• Background Material to the 
 Children’s Referendum
 
 All available at 
 www.childrensrights.ie/resources
 

1 We are one of the first NGOs to ever live-stream an Irish language event, with over 100 people tuning in.

2 Tanya Ward, Alliance Chief Executive, joins Barnardos’ Fergus Finlay canvassing Luas commuters in the final days of the campaign.

3 Fionn Scott, National Youth Council of Ireland, made a heartfelt plea for voters to come out for children and young people.

4 Minister Frances Fitzgerald was quizzed by the media ahead of the Members’ Briefing on 11th October 2012.

1

We Joined Forces

As Yes for Children, the Alliance joined 
forces with Barnardos, the ISPCC, the 
National Youth Council of Ireland and 
Campaign for Children to deliver a 
multi-media marketing campaign. 
This is the first time that the Alliance 
was involved in a nationwide public 
information campaign and it was 
a great experience for the team 
and members
 

We got on board the Yes for Children 
Campaign Bus, with Alliance sta� 
helping to canvass the length and 
breadth of the country. The Campaign 
Bus travelled 4,380km, to over 40 towns, 
distributing 200,000 leaflets.

We worked with our members to add 
their support to Yes for Children, many 
of which added Yes for Children widgets 
to their website and we increased our 
engagement with social media, particu-
larly on Twitter in the final days of the 
campaign.

We also organised, in the last week of 
the campaign, a Letter to Editor in the 
name of 100 key organisations to 
illustrate the breadth of support for 
the Yes for Children campaign.

10,000
Posters

985
Outdoor Advertisements

33
Press Ads In National Newspapers

2 3

4
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We Supported
Our Members

Throughout 2012, we kept our members 
fully updated, got lots of feedback and 
ideas on our campaign plans by organis-
ing a Constitutional Working Group of 
members, encouraging them to hold 
their own events and campaigns.
 
We provided a campaign toolkit, as 
well as media training to over 40 people 
from our membership, including Yes for 
Children spokespeople. We also worked 
with members to develop 11 short films 
for social media.

The Minister for Children and Youth 
A�airs, Frances Fitzgerald TD, spoke at 
the Members Briefing on 11 October 
2012. She paid tribute to members for 
successfully campaigning for the 
Children’s Rights Referendum.

We Connected with 
New Stakeholders

Unique to the Alliance’s campaign was 
the 150 Connectors Project, to connect 
with key individuals and organisations in 
Ireland and spread the YES message 
throughout the electorate. We exceeded 
expectations, interacting with well over 
300 connectors, including business 
people, religious representatives, unions, 
political representatives, farming 
organisations and legal organisations. 
Many of these organisations came out in 
support the Children’s Rights Referen-
dum or made supportive comments.

We Made the
Headlines 

Tanya Ward, Chief Executive, and Maria 
Corbett, Legal and Policy Director, were 
the Alliance’s key spokespeople, with the 
Chair, Paul Gilligan, also contributing. We 
appeared on RTE’s PrimeTime, TV3’s 
Ireland AM, wrote opinions in the Irish 
Independent, The Irish Sun, the 
Evening Herald and The Journal, 
received attention from The Guardian, 
BBC online, as well as taking part in a 
debate on RTE’s Morning Ireland in the 
final day of campaigning.

We organised a number of photo-calls 
for the Yes for Children campaign.

Go to 
http://www.childrensrights.ie/allianc
e-in-the-news to review all of our 
media interviews and articles

5 With the Alliance’s connections, we

 facilitated the Yes for Children trade unions’ 

 photo-call outside Liberty Hall: Jack O’Connor 

 (SIPTU); David Joyce (ICTU); Sheila Nunan (INTO);

 and John Douglas (MANDATE).

6 Highlighting intergenerational solidarity, we used

 our connection with Older & Bolder to illustrate 

 the support of grandparents.

7 Targeting the Monday commute ahead of

 polling day, the event at The Ark made the

 front page of the Metro.

8 Former TD Mary O’Rourke (who chaired the 

 Joint Committee on the Constitutional 

 Amendment on Children), Cathleen O’Neill 

 (community activist) and Lorraine Keane (TV 

 presenter) with children from the Iveagh Trust 

 Buildings - the event appeared in The Irish Times.

5

We Mobilised the Vote

Voter mobilisation was important 
towards the end of the campaign. As 
well as organising meetings, sending 
emails and text messages, we also 
organised a photo shoot with Niamh 
Sharkey, the Children’s Laureate, calling 
on people to “Make their Mark”.

8

7



What happened? RichardsDee began 
work in August, starting with a brand 
audit, which determines how well a 
brand is perceived, together with its 
strengths and weaknesses. This 
process included an internal workshop 
with a Brand Steering Group (which was 
convened from sta�, board members 
and member organisations) on the 
Alliance’s perceptions, organisational 
values and future opportunities. This 
was followed up by external stakeholder 
research, in the form of in-depth 
telephone interviews with 
key stakeholders.
 
The audit found that, though percep-
tions were overwhelmingly positive in 
relation to the Alliance’s work, there 
was a mismatch in its communications. 
This project used the Alliance’s existing 
Vision, Mission and Aims as the back- 
bone of the new brand, but honed our 
values on the back of this research.

Why rebrand? The Alliance adopted a 
new Strategic Plan for 2012-2016. Key 
within the Strategic Plan is the need to 
ensure the organisation’s sustainability 
and appeal to a wider target audience.
 
We knew that the previous identity had 
good brand equity, which means that 
the Alliance was well known among 
our key stakeholders, such as member 
organisations, political representatives, 
other NGOs and the media. But we did 
not know if the brand would attract 
new audiences.
 
It was also timely to consider rebranding, 
given that 2012 would prove an impor-
tant year for children’s rights. With 
Government potentially overhauling 
both the Constitution and the child 
protection system, we needed to be sure 
that the Alliance would be working to its 
full potential to help facilitate this reform.

A ‘Brand’ New
Alliance –
Uniting Voices
for Children
Since early October, you will have noticed that the 
Alliance has been operating under a new brand. This 
has replaced the previous identity, first developed in 
1995. A leading design company, RichardsDee, won 
the tender to bring to fruition the rebranding project.

6 A ‘Brand’ New Alliance
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When asked to describe the Alliance’s 
identity, stakeholders described the 
illustrations, rather than the logo, which 
would soon be required for a nationwide 
public information campaign for the 
Children’s Rights Referendum. True, the 
previous brand made people smile, but 
this was a result of the illustrations only.
 
The Alliance’s publications were instantly 
recognisable but only because of the 
illustrations. And these illustrations were 
also found to alienate the youth sector, 
as they depicted only very young children. 
In addition, it was found that the illustra-
tions were too playful for the core remit 
of the Alliance and too generic, meaning 
they could be used for a crèche or other 
child-centred businesses.

On the strength of this research, 
RichardsDee developed the Alliance’s 
values, and then o�ered three proposi-
tions to the Brand Steering Group 

Our Brand Values
- Authoritative
- Challenging
- Inclusive
- Passionate
- Integrity

that best represented the values uncov-
ered by the audit. There was overwhelm-
ing support for one proposition. Follow-
ing discussion with the Board, based on 
a di�erent colour palate, the current 
brand identity was approved.
 
What’s di�erent? RichardsDee has 
developed a new brand that reflects the 
strength and expertise of the Alliance, 
particularly its credibility in the area of 
children’s rights.
 
The logo now matches the way the 
Alliance is perceived by its stakeholders. 
It clearly emphasises our raison d’etre: 
children’s rights. It also draws attention 
to our role as an umbrella organisation 
representing member organisations. The 
underline is a powerful visual tool to 
highlight areas that require attention. 
Our new strapline Uniting Voices for 
Children underlines the importance of 
our members and our strength in unity.

The rebranding project will complete 
in the New Year, with the replacement 
of the old illustrations with a new, 
evolved, illustrative style that will 
represent a friendly yet challenging 
approach, reflective of the Alliance’s 
broad membership.
 
This project would not have been 
possible without our Brand Steering 
Group, comprising selected sta� and 
Board members, as well as Rebekah 
O’Neill of Focus Ireland and John 
Buckley of SpunOut. Vicky Brown of 
The One Foundation also attended as 
an observer. Many thanks for their 
fantastic contribution.

Should you require any further informa-
tion about the new brand, or would be 
interested in getting a copy of our new 
brand guidelines, please contact 
Delphine O’Kee�e, Communications 
O�cer, on (01) 662 9400 or email 
delphine@childrenrights.ie
 



Budget
2013

Less than a month since the people 
of Ireland backed the Children’s 
Referendum, Ireland saw one of 
the worst budgets for children 
and families in Ireland.
 
Rollercoasters are not for the faint-
hearted. And they are rarely a place 
for small children. Rollercoasters are 
looping, twisting steel monsters that 
strike fear into the heart of most. Not 
dissimilar then to Budget 2013. In the 
same way that each rollercoaster has 
its highs, this Budget also has crashing 
lows that will be felt for years to come.
 
Tanya Ward, our Chief Executive, issued 
a press statement on budget day itself, 
arguing that each cut on its own, such 
as Child Benefit and the Back to School 
Clothing and Footwear Allowance, 
would be detrimental but, accumula-
tively, devastating for families. She said 
“in its eagerness to finance a dead 
banking system, the Government is 
killing our future”.
 
As usual, the Alliance issued, within 
days, its analysis of Budget 2013, entitled: 
Analysis of Budget 2013 and its 
Impact on Children. Tanya was 
interviewed on RTE’s Drivetime to 
outline the positives and negatives.

“In its eagerness to finance 
a dead banking system, the 
Government is killing our 
future”

Tanya Ward, Chief Executive

 

The Alliance understands that the reality 
of Ireland’s economic situation is stark. 
The country must somehow stabilise the
economy and, to do so, Ireland needs to 
find €85 billion between 2011 and 2014. 
However, we are acutely aware that the 
reality of life for a child living in poverty 
is equally as stark. 224,000 children – 
almost a fifth of all children in Ireland – 
were living in households with incomes 
below the poverty line in 2010.

Twenty years ago, Ireland ratified the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC), which is an internation-
ally binding agreement on the rights of 
children. In ratifying the UNCRC in 1992, 
the Irish State is obliged to ensure that 
children are protected against the 
negative impact of economic hardship.
Clearly, Government is failing to live up 
to its obligations in this regard. 

With savings of €136 million from cuts 
to Child Benefit, only a fraction – €18.5 
million – were redirected into childcare 
places for low income workers or into 
targeted early childhood care and 
education supports for 
disadvantaged areas.
 

The new Child and Family Support 
Agency, to be established in early 
2013, did not get any extra funding 
for its establishment and may start life 
carrying a significant budgetary deficit.
 
There were only a small number of 
highs in this Budget. The Universal Free 
Early Childhood Year was safeguarded 
as a main frontline education service. 
In addition to the new childcare places 
for low income families, funding for the 
Area Based Child Poverty Initiative was 
announced. And there was financial 
commitment to put an end to the 
detention of children in St Patrick’s 
Institution – a long fought battle won 
by the NGO sector and the Ombudsman 
for Children, Emily Logan.

8 Rollercoaster Budget for Children
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Key Positives of Budget 2013

 
  

• New Children Plus Initiative
• New National Children Detention Facility Project
• Protection of Key Education Supports/Programmes
• Core funding for Universal Free Pre-School Year Maintained

Key Negatives of Budget 2013

 
  

• Child Benefit Payment 
• Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance
• Funding for the new Child and Family Support Agency
• Maternity Benefit
• Youth Sector
• Respite Care Grant

Download the Budget Analysis here:
http://childrensrights.ie/sites/default
/files/submissions_reports/files/Chil
dren%27s%20Rights%20Alliance%20
Analysis%20of%20Budget%202013.
pdf
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BeLonG To is a national youth service for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgen-
dered (LGBT) young people, aged 
between 14 and 23 years in Ireland. 
BeLonG To believes LGBT young people 
need to be respected and cared for on 
the same basis as all other young people, 
and that when they are safe and 
supported in their families, schools and 
society, they will thrive as healthy and 
equal citizens. 
 
BeLonG To are also known for develop-
ing impactful short films within the NGO 
sector. On 10 December 2012, coincid-
ing with Human Rights Day, BeLonG To 
launched their latest short film, Seeking 
Sanctuary, highlighting their LGBT 
Asylum Seekers and Refugees Project. 
With the Alliance working on its first film 
with young people in 2013, we decided 
to catch up with Michael Barron, BeLonG 
To Director, to learn more.

1. What have been the highlights for 
BeLonG To in 2012?

2012 was a really significant year for 
BeLonG To. It was a really tough year for 
so many people, including the LGBT 
young people that we support, but we 
also saw some significant change.
 
We were very involved in the production 
of the first global manual on combating 
homophobic bullying Education 
Responses to Homophobic Bullying 
from UNESCO and we were delighted to 
be asked to launch part of the report in 
Paris on 17 May, International Day against 
Homophobia and Transphobia.
 
Our Stand Up! Don't Stand for 
Homophobic Bullying campaign 
made a major impact in 2012 with more 
schools and youth services than ever 
before becoming involved, with the 
Minister for Education’s support. We also 
launched the Department of Education’s 
Anti-Bullying Working Group, of which 
we are members. 

And, of course, our LGBT Asylum 
Seekers and Refugees Project has been 
really important. We have always worked 
with young LGBT Refugees and Asylum 
Seekers and it has been really great to 
provide a dedicated support to them, 
while training and building the capacity 
of other services.
 
2. What are your plans for 2013?

2013 is our 10th Anniversary! We opened 
our doors on 30 March 2003, so we are 
very excited to be marking the year with 
a series of events, including a conference 
and awareness campaign.
 
3. How did you choose the topic of 
your latest short film?

The film is about the experiences of 
young LGBT Asylum Seekers and 
Refugees, who we work with at BeLonG 
To. The young people in the film, and 
countless others who have gone 
through a similar process, are so brave 
and need all the support they can get. 
So the film is to raise awareness and 
grow understanding about their 
situation.
 
4. What is your advice for organisa-
tions wishing to develop their own 
films for advocacy?

I think the most powerful thing about 
good advocacy films is their power to tell 
the stories of marginalised people – 
people who don't have ready opportuni-
ties to be heard by society at large. I think 
it's so important that films are authentic 
and real and generous.
 
For more information about BeLonG To 
go to: www.belongto.org
 

Watch the video, Seeking 
Sanctuary, by going to: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
XxoU8wRLaQI&feature=youtu.be

BeLonG To Director, Michael Barron

If you would like your organisation to feature in our next newsletter, email communications@childrensrights.ie
 

Member Focus: BeLonG To
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Report Card 2013 New Film on
Children’s Rights

Alliance sta� members have been busily 
conducting our annual scrutiny of the 
Government’s implementation of its own 
promises to children. Thank you to 
member organisations that have already 
provided us with their knowledge and 
experience to support the development 
of this report.
 
Report Card 2013 will be launched in 
the New Year. We have always been very 
lucky to have members who have 
provided us with case-studies to bring 
life to Government policies. We will 
again be developing a press kit for the 
media, so if you would like to be 
included, then do get in touch with the 
Communications and Public A�airs 
Team on (01) 662 9400 or email 
communications@childrensrights.ie

Do children’s rights matter in Ireland? 
We’ll find out in early 2013, when a 
group of young people will start filming 
and give us their perspective. This 
exciting new project, which has been 
partly funded by the crowd funding 
website, FundIt, is an opportunity to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of Ireland 
signing up to the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in Ireland.
 
In the run up to Ireland’s next examina-
tion by the UN Committee on the Rights 
of the Child, it is timely to help young 
people produce an engaging film that 
uncovers the impact of children’s rights 
in Ireland over the last twenty years.
 
We’ll be selecting a group of young 
people from Ireland’s leading youth 
organisations to form an editorial team. 
This team will write the script, appear in 
the film, shoot footage and take part in 
the post-production process.
 
Thanks to all those who’ve helped fund 
this project and we’ll keep you posted in 
the next edition of our newsletter.

State Report on
Children’s Rights Due
Out in New Year

In the New Year, the Children’s Rights 
Alliance will have the opportunity to 
review the Government’s draft State 
Report on Ireland’s progress under the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC).
 
As with the previous two State Reports, 
the Alliance has been invited to 
co-ordinate the NGO/civil society 
response to the Shadow Report. We are 
very excited to be embarking on the third 
round of reviewing Ireland’s progress 
under the UNCRC. The first and second 
reviews by the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child facilitated open 
dialogue and yielded much progress for 
children. 
 
Member organisations will be fully 
involved in the consultation process. If 
you would like more information, 
contact Edel Quinn, Legal and Policy 
O�cer, at edel@childrensrights.ie or call 
(01) 6629400.

“Once the State’s Report is 
submitted to the UN Com-
mittee, a date will be sched-
uled for the examination of 
Ireland’s report. The Alli-
ance will develop a com-
prehensive Shadow Report 
based on extensive consul-
tation with its membership.”

Edel Quinn, Legal and Policy O�cer

To download last year’s Report 
Card, go to: 
www.childrensrights.ie/resources/re
port-card-2012

1 Alliance Chair, Paul Gilligan, and Chief Executive, Tanya Ward, with Ava Reid launching last year’s Report Card. 

2 Labour TDs, Kevin Humphreys and Aodhán Ó Ríordáin, at the launch of Report Card 2012; this annual publication is highly anticipated and comes out every January.

1

2
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New Sta�

The Alliance has been fortunate to have three new members of sta� since August. 
All have been superb – hitting the ground running during the Children’s Rights Referendum Campaign. 

Ciaran O’Reilly

Ciaran joined the Alliance as our Com-
munications and Policy Assistant to assist 
with the Children’s Referendum Cam-
paign and to work on the Alliance’s 
flagship publication, the annual Report 
Card series.  Ciaran has both a Bachelor 
of Arts and a Master’s Degree from 
University College Dublin and has 
recently graduated with a MPhil in 
Human Rights Law from the University of 
Cape Town, South Africa. Ciaran 
formerly completed an internship with 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
in Dublin. 

11Making Rights Real for Children

Delphine O’Kee�e

A bilingual English-French speaker, 
Delphine is our multi-talented Commu-
nications O�cer, who led our rebranding 
project. Delphine previously worked for 
seven years with the Migrant Rights 
Centre Ireland, where she was involved 
in a series of successful campaigns to 
improve conditions for migrant workers. 
Delphine is currently finalising the 
roll-out of the Alliance’s new brand and 
is responsible for the UNCRC Film 
Project and Report Card series.
 

Rachel Duke

Rachel also joined the Alliance in August 
as our Membership and Sustainability 
O�cer. A graduate of Trinity College 
Dublin, she brings a wealth of experience 
having previously worked in the fundrais-
ing team of the Irish Cancer Society and 
on all of its major fundraising campaigns. 
She is currently developing the Alliance’s 
very first Membership Strategy and 
spearheaded our FundIt campaign to 
raise vital funds for our new Children’s 
Rights Film Project.

Making Rights Real for Children

 
  

Following on from the Children’s Rights Referendum, the Alliance 
intends to initiate a series of activities that will solidify and build upon
the successful outcome, including:
 
• Advocate for robust legislation to make the new constitutional 
 amendment a reality in law.
• Conduct an audit of Irish law to identify gaps in the recognition 
 and protection of children’s rights in Ireland and proposals for 
 addressing these gaps to inform, inspire and impact upon
 future legislation.
• Lobby for a legally accountable, well-resourced and strong
 Child and Family Support Agency as set out in the
 constitutional amendment.
• Commission a paper to identify the best way to provide 
 children’s rights training to judges and key decision-makers.
• Call upon the Constitutional Convention (the public forum
 examining the Constitution) to examine the right to equality
 under the Constitution.
 
If you would like more information about this project, please 
contact the Legal and Policy Team on (01) 662 9400 or email 
info@childrensrights.ie

Volunteers

We’ve been very lucky to have
wonderful volunteers over the
last months, particularly during
the Children’s Referendum
Campaign. Special thanks to
Lisa Colfer (who has since
moved on to work with Carol
Coulter, the former legal
correspondent of The Irish
Times, who is researching the
in-camera rule in child care
proceedings); Beth McDonald
in supporting our work on the
Report Card 2013 and Aoife
Murphy for her multi-talented
organisational skills, including
photography. A big thank you!
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Find us on

The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of over 100 
organisations working to secure the rights of children in 
Ireland, by campaigning for the full implementation of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. We aim to improve 
the lives of all children under 18 years, through securing the 
necessary changes in Ireland’s laws, policies and services.

Members
Alcohol Action Ireland  

Amnesty International Ireland

Ana Li�ey Drug Project 

Arc Adoption 

The Ark, A Cultural Centre for Children 

Assoc. for Criminal Justice Research and 
Development (ACJRD) 

Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland (ASTI)

ATD Fourth World – Ireland Ltd 

Barnardos

Barretstown Camp 

BeLonG To Youth Services  

Bessborough Centre 

Border Counties Childcare Network 

CARI Foundation 

Catholic Guides of Ireland 

Catholic Youth Care 

Child and Family Research Centre, NUI Galway 

Childhood Development Initiative

Childminding Ireland

Children in Hospital Ireland 

City of Dublin YMCA 

COPE Galway 

Crosscare Drug and Alcohol Programme

Crosscare Teen Counselling 

DIT – School of Social Sciences & Legal Studies 

Doras Luimni

Down Syndrome Ireland 

Dublin Rape Crisis Centre 

Dun Laoghaire Refugee Project 

Early Childhood Ireland

Educate Together 

School of Education UCD

Enable Ireland

EPIC (formerly IAYPIC) 

Focus Ireland

Forbairt Naíonraí Teoranta 

Foróige 

GLEN - Gay and Lesbian Equality Network

Headstrong - The National Centre for Youth 

Mental Health  

Home-Start National O�ce Ireland

Immigrant Council of Ireland

Inclusion Ireland 

Inspire Ireland 

Institute of Community Health Nursing

Integration Centre 

International Adoption Association

Irish Association of Social Care Workers (IASCW) 

Irish Association of Social Workers

Irish Association of Suicidology

Irish Autism Action 

Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway

Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU)

Irish Council for Civil Liberties (ICCL)

Irish Foster Care Association

Irish Girl Guides

Irish National Teachers Organisation (INTO)

Irish Penal Reform Trust

Irish Refugee Council

Irish Second Level Students’ Union (ISSU)

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children 

Irish Traveller Movement 

Irish Youth Foundation (IYF)

Jack & Jill Children’s Foundation 

Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice 

Junglebox Childcare Centre F.D.Y.S. 

Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership

Kilbarrack Youth Project 

Lifestart National O�ce 

Marriage Equality – Civil Marriage for Gay and 
Lesbian People

Mary Immaculate College

Matt Talbot Community Trust

Miss Carr’s Children’s Services 

Mothers’ Union of Ireland 

Mounttown Neighbourhood Youth 
and Family Project

MyMind 

National Association for Parent Support

National Organisation for the Treatment 
of Abusers (NOTA)

National Parents Council Post Primary

National Parents Council Primary

National Youth Council of Ireland

One Family   

One in Four

OPEN 

Parentline

Parentstop

Pavee Point

Peter McVerry Trust

Positive Care Ireland

Psychological Society of Ireland 

Rape Crisis Network Ireland (RCNI)

Saoirse Housing Association

SAOL Beag Children’s Centre

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Sonas Housing Association

SpunOut.ie 

St. Nicholas Montessori College 

St. Nicholas Montessori Society

St. Patrick’s University Hospital 

Start Strong 

Step by Step Child & Family Project 

Sugradh 

Treoir 

UNICEF Ireland 

Unmarried and Separated Families of Ireland 

Young Ballymun

Youth Advocate Programme Ireland (YAP)

Youth Aftercare Support Service (YASS)

Youth Work Ireland


