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This January has seen some of the most significant developments for children 
in generations. 

We have seen the establishment and formal launch of the Child and Family Agency. 
Speaking at the launch in Dublin Castle Minister Fitzgerald said that “for too long 
our flawed approach treated child and family services like an adjunct of another 
agency, as an afterthought. But not anymore.”

The new Agency brings together over 4,000 sta� and a budget of over €600 
million aiming to prioritise, streamline and coordinate children and family services 
across the state infrastructure. 

The Children’s Rights Alliance has worked solidly with the Minister and the Depart-
ment on the Agency and on its underpinning legislation and we welcome its estab-
lishment as a historic opportunity to fix Ireland’s broken child protection system. 

We will continue to work with the new Agency to ensure it continues to prioritise 
the voice of the child, the best interests of the child and moves away from crisis-
driven services. We, in conjunction with the Prevention and Early Intervention 
Network and UNESCO Child and Family Research Centre NUI Galway, will be 
hosting a Symposium on the new Agency on 23 May 2014. We will send out 
details in the coming weeks. 

This month we also saw the publication of the draft Children and Family Relation-
ships Bill, which represents the most major reform of family and children’s law in 
Ireland in almost a century. 

We have welcomed this as a modern Bill for the modern family. It more accurately 
reflects the reality of family life in Ireland today: allowing civil partners to adopt, 
enabling estranged parents to maintain a meaningful relationship with their child, 
making it easier for grandparents and relatives to maintain contact with a child in a 
situation of relationship breakdown. 

We will actively engage with Minister Shatter and his Department to ensure the 
primacy of children’s rights in this Bill throughout the legislative process. 

Over the course of the winter, we launched a film made by a group of young 
people entitled ‘Do children’s rights matter?’ The young people themselves 
have become active advocates for children’s rights and have appeared on the 
Late Debate, visited Leinster House as a guest of Senator van Turnhout and 
travelled to Belfast to present to a conference on child participation. 

We also launched a jargon-free guide on 
Children’s EU Rights in Ireland which has been 
very well received. Please let us know if your 
organisation would like copies of this guide, 
which was designed to be useful to 
practitioners and young people alike. 

We contributed to the Department of Foreign 
A�airs review of foreign policy, appeared 
before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on 
Health and Children on plain packaging of 
tobacco products, delivered human rights 
training in Donegal, worked with the ISPCC 
on corporal punishment and prepared our 
Report Card for launch in February. 

The work continues apace. 

Best wishes,
Tanya Ward
Chief Executive
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This month, Costa Rica became the 
10th member state to ratify the 3rd 
Optional Protocol of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
This move unlocks the communications 
procedure whereby children or their 
advocates can petition directly to the 
UN’s Committee on the Rights of the 
Child. 

This procedure will be in place in three 
months’ time.

Until now, the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child was the 
only international human rights treaty 
that did not have a mechanism for 
victims to seek justice internationally 
where they could not in their own 
countries. 

Now, the doors of the UN will be opened 
for children and the Convention that 
champions ‘the voice of the child’ will be 
able to hear that voice in person from 
the child. It is a welcome recognition of 
children’s rights and has great potential 
to benefit children all over the world.

The Irish Government has yet to ratify 
the 3rd Optional Protocol, despite 
recommendations from the Special 
Rapporteur for Child Protection and 
commitments to do so. 

The Children’s Rights Alliance has 
reiterated its call for the Government to 
ratify the Protocol as a matter of 
urgency. We see no di�erence between 
an Irish and a German, a Slovakian or 
Costa Rican child and ask why do they 
have access to the highest levels when 
an Irish child does not? 

In fact, Ireland co-sponsored the 
resolution adopting the 3rd Optional 
Protocol at the Human Rights Council in 
June 2011 and at the UN’s General 
Assembly in December 2011. We 
recently passed a referendum to streng-
hthen children’s rights and the voice of 
the child in our own Constitution. 

Beyond our shores we know of children 
around the world who live in indentured
slavery, are soldiers in violent conflict, 
who are tra�cked to engage in hazard-
ous labour, who are forced to  

marry early and who are subjected to 
gross abuse. In many of these cases their 
own Governments are either complicit in 
the abuse of their rights or ignore them. 

Ireland, as a proponent of human rights 
and international law, has an obligation 
not just to our own children but to those 
around the world who desperately need 
direct access to the powers that be, 
because they do not have su�cient 
power of their own. 

Ratifying this Protocol would send a 
signal internationally that children have 
entitlements under law that in many 
cases are being violated. It would show 
the world that we are serious about 
protecting our children, no matter 
where they reside.

For more information, visit: 
http://www.ratifyop3crc.org

Direct Access to the UN for Children

The Department of Foreign A�airs and 
Trade recently launched a public 
consultation process on Ireland’s foreign 
policy and external relations. One of the 
core issues for consultation is the 
promotion of human rights and, in 
recognition of this, the human rights 
community has responded quickly and 
collectively.

The Irish Centre for Human Rights at NUI 
Galway has brought together 23 of 
Ireland’s leading human rights groups to 
adopt a common vision for human rights 
in Irish Foreign Policy and on 16 Decem-
ber 2013,  this coalition met to discuss a 
platform for Human Rights in Irish 
foreign policy. Our Chief Executive, 
Tanya Ward, took part in the discussion,
joining numerous Alliance members and  

other organisations to agree on a shard 
vision that promotes human rights both 
at home and through our role interna-
tionally. 

A key recommendation of the document 
is that human rights is mainstreamed 
across all of the State’s foreign and 
external actions.  Additional recommen-
dations include that priority attention be 
given to the ratification of the second 
and third Protocols to the UN Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child.

The Galway Platform on Human Rights 
in Irish Foreign Policy is available to 
download here:  

http://www.nuigalway.ie/media/intranet/
Galway-Platform-Final-Version.pdf

The Galway Platform on Human Rights in
Irish Foreign Policy

Representatives from the 23 participant groups at the
Galway Platform on Human Rights in Irish Foreign Policy
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Children’s EU Rights in Ireland
On 13 December 2013 the  Children’s 
Rights Alliance held a seminar on 
‘Children’s EU Rights in Ireland’ to mark 
the publication of a jargon-free, child-
friendly guide to children’s rights. See: 

http://childrensrights.ie/campaign/guide-
childrens-eu-rights-ireland 

This guide aims to provide a valuable 
resource for children and young people, 
their parents, guardians and children’s 
advocates and covers the following 
areas: 

- What is the European Union?
- What are children’s rights under 
 the EU Charter for Fundamental 
 Rights?
- What substantive rights do children 
 have in EU law?
- What can I do if my rights under EU 
 law have been breached?
- What is EU policy on children’s 
 rights? 
- How can I influence EU law and 
 policy as a young person?

The Children’s Rights Alliance greatly 
appreciates the support of the Depart-
ment of the Taoiseach’s Communicating 
Europe Initiative and the European 

Billy Hawkes on cyberbullying

“The challenge in trying to ensure 
that children know how to protect 
themselves and their data — 
especially when online — is quite 
significant. Sharing often very 
personal information on social 
networks is now the norm among 
children — often of a very young 
age — as a seamless extension to 
their real-life interactions with 
their friends. 

Educating children on how to 
protect themselves online must 
now be seen as no less important 
than other forms of protection.”

Geo�rey Shannon at the seminar 

“This jargon-free guide is an 
outstanding booklet that even a 
child could read to find out how 
EU law a�ects them.” 

Commission in Ireland, who provided 
funding for the development of the 
guide.  

Speaking at the seminar in Europe House 
on Dawson Street, Dublin were: Eilis 
Barry, BL; Hilkka Becker, Immigrant 
Council of Ireland; Billy Hawkes, Data 
Protection Commissioner; Natalie 
McDonnell, BL and Geo�rey Shannon, 
Special Rapporteur on Child Protection. 

Geo�rey Shannon, Special Rapporteur on Child Protection, Hilkka Becker, Senior Solicitor, Immigrant Council 
of Ireland, Natalie McDonnell, Barrister and Tanya Ward, Chief Executive of the Children's Rights Alliance at the 
Launch of A Guide to Children’s EU Rights in Ireland

Billy Hawkes, Data Protection Commissioner, speaking 
at the Launch of A Guide to Children’s EU Rights 
in Ireland
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Child and Family Agency 
1 January 2014 marked the o�cial first 
day of the newly established Child and 
Family Agency. The Alliance welcomes 
this new Agency, which will completely 
reform the child protection and family 
support landscape in Ireland. 

The new Agency takes on the child 
protection and welfare services that were 
under the purview of the Health Service 
Executive. It also includes the Family 
Support Agency, the National Education 
Welfare Board, Pre-School Inspection 
Services and services relating to physi-
ological welfare of children and to 
domestic, sexual and gender-based 
violence.  

The system we had was broken. Count-
less reports have pointed to a number 
of failings in a dysfunctional system 
where cooperation between agencies 
was poor, responses to welfare concerns 
too late and frontline services where 
struggling to cope.

The Children’s Rights Alliance advocated 
for and is pleased that of the two of the
key principles of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child to 

be enshrined into the law underpinning 
the new Agency. These are the ‘best 
interests of the child’ and the ‘voice of 
the child’. 

Agency workers will be required to 
consider the best interests of the child 
when making certain decisions about 
him or her and there will be a legal 
requirement to listen to the views of the 
child. This further strengthens children’s 
rights in Irish law. 

The Children’s Rights Alliance is 
concerned, however, that the Agency is 
missing certain key elements to ensure 
that this historic opportunity to fix our 
broken child protection system is 
capitalised upon. We believe that the 
lack of Public Health Nurses in the new 
Agency could hamper its work as these 
nurses are the first point of contact for
all families. In addition, social workers in 
the new Agency will not be replaced 
when they go on maternity leave.

We will continue to monitor the progress 
of the new Agency and advocate for any
additional powers that would help the 
Agency do its job.   

You can hear Tanya Ward talking about 
the Agency on Morning Ireland on 2 
January 2014 

Please read our submission on the Child 
and Family Agency Bill 2013. Go to:  

The Child & family Agency is called 
‘Tusla’ and a video has been launched to 
mark the agency’s establishment. You 
can watch it here: 

An Taoiseach Enda Kenny TD Minister for Children and Youth A�airs, Frances Fitzgerald TD 
(Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/fine_gael/)

Tusla, the Child & Family Agency

Minister Fitzgerald at launch of 
Child and Family Agency

“Child and family support is not an 
area in which ad-hoc, inconsistent 
solutions can work. This area, 
more than any other, relies on the 
worried teacher being able to talk 
to the concerned guard. It relies 
on the file of social worker 
intervention being complete and 
available to their colleagues. It 
relies on the managers being able 
to spot patterns and areas of 
concern in communities, in 
counties, in regions and take fast 
action to address them.

When it comes to children’s lives, 
when it comes to family’s lives, 
speed matters. All of the research 
shows that early intervention is 
critical for families and for 
children with problems.”

https://soundcloud.com/childrightsi
rl/tanya-ward-highlights-concerns

http://childrensrights.ie/resources/c
hildren%E2%80%99s--
rights-alliance-updated

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
4ggBo0IrSGs



“If you want to find out what’s a�ecting children and young 
people you need to ask them”

Tanya Ward
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Young People Become 
Children’s Rights Advocates 

Last year, the Children’s Rights Alliance 
issued a call for young people to script 
and produce a film on the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. A group of young people aged 
15-17 came forward and spent the 
summer months creating and starring 
in a short film. See:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1OIjy
VBgX04)

The young people identified three 
problems that they face on a daily basis. 
They were:
 
- Bullying 
- Poverty
- Lack of recreational spaces 

Over the course of the filming process, 
the young people set up their own 
Children’s Rights Organisation group to 
advocate on behalf of children. 

The Children’s Rights Organisation 
launched their film on 15 November 
2013 in the Chester Beatty Library in 
Dublin Castle. 

At the launch some of these teenagers 

took the opportunity to make observa-
tions and solutions on what they feel will 
make Ireland a better place.

Jennifer Akandu on educating young 
people on politics

“We are not being taught about politics. 
Yes we have CSPE from first to third year 
but that’s not enough...We should have 
something after the Junior Cert that 
would help us know a bit more about 
politics because at this age we are 
transitioning from childhood into 

The Children’s Rights Organisation so 
impressed at the launch that they 
were invited as guests on RTÉ’s Late 
Debate show on 27 November 2013 
on Radio 1. RTÉ have said this was the 
first time that under 18s have been on 
an adult current a�airs show in their 
own right. 

Clara Barry, Elizabeth MacBride, Jenny 
Robinson and Tom Simington went 
out to Montrose on behalf of the 
group. They were joined by Child and 
Family Agency Chair Norah Gibbons 
and TD John Lyons.

All four were excellent on air, discuss-
ing their life plans, the Leaving Cert, 
perceptions of girls vs boys and how 
they feel they could be the collateral 
damage of this recession.

You can listen back on 

http://childrensrights.ie/resources/rte-
late-debate-issues-facing-young

The Late Debate – 
Can you hear us?

Deputy John Lyons, Tom Simington, Audrey Carville of RTÉ, Jenny Robinson and Clara Barry  

Alliance Children's Rights Defenders pose in Dublin Castle to showcase the launch of the film they made 'Can 
your Hear Us Now' in Dublin Castle on 15 November 2013.



be there... I know that for us standing up 
here today we will look after our next 
generation so please, hear our cry for 
help and listen.”

Tom Simington on bullying

“Bullying today isn’t the same as what 
you might have experienced as a child. 
It follows you home: with the advance-
ments which social media have brought 
us you can always be targeted no matter 
where or when. We as young people 
have experienced this cyber-bullying 
and we know how it can be prevented... 
we need to empower young people. 
Student anti-bullying councils in schools  
can be the bridge to action but there 
needs to be a dedicated place to go,
time of the week and an ambassador to  
talk to... I hope that we young people are 
empowered to tackle the most pressing 
issue for children in Ireland.”

Kirsty Nolan on the recession as it 
a�ects young people

“We have problems just like adults, we 
are a�ected by the recession... what 
about a�ording a school uniform, new 
school books or even school lunches? 
Solution? A reasonably priced scheme 
where every family pays the same 
amount of money for their school to 
get the same lunch... secondhand books 
and secondhand uniforms.”

7Young People Become Children’s Rights Advocates

adulthood. If we’re not taught about 
rights now and politics when will we be?”

Clara Barry on youth representation

“Youth representation is the most 
e�ective way for young people to
be heard. We should have input into 
matters a�ecting us... It is too often easy 
to tokenize young people, to shake their 
hands and say, ‘sure isn’t it great, they’re 
the future’ and forget that we’re here 
now... We cannot, will not and should 
not wait until we’re middle aged to be 
heard.”

Robyn Gilmour on facilities for young 
people

“We have very little resources: we’ve 
grown out of playgrounds and night-
clubs and bars are still out of reach. We 
often get the wrong end of the stick 
when it comes to ‘loitering’... So now on 
behalf of the young population I am 
asking you to give us these facilities.”

Elizabeth McBride on stereotypes

“Our generation has been referred to as 
‘generation selfie’ by some adults. Our 
obsession with technology has been 
heavily criticised only because they fear 
what they don’t know. Stereotypes like 
that are lazy and unfair to us. How can 
we be expected to become responsible
when these preconceived ideas are 
blocking us from that? Sometimes it 
seems that adults only want to give us 
responsibility when it suits them.”

Rowena Malee on young people having 
a voice

“Young people in Ireland are capable, 
well-educated and very opinionated... 
they just need to be listened to... We are 
the next generation, the next taxpayers, 
jobseekers, lawmakers... we should be 
allowed to have our own opinion and 
make it heard without raised eyebrows 
and patronising smiles.”

Courtney McCabe on bullying

“People say it’s important and say 
‘something should be done about it’... It 
stays popular for a few weeks for 
example if someone commits suicide. 
Then it disappears. It shouldn’t have to 
come to the point where someone takes 
their life for something to be done about 
it.”

Lauren Moran on the right for children 
to be listened to

“Children have the right to a voice and to 
be listened to; they can form their own 

views and express these views freely in 
matters that a�ect them but in my 
opinion children in our country cannot 
fully express their views... if there is a 
referendum about children in any shape 
or form us children cannot vote... The 
outcome a�ects us and we have not had 
a chance for our voices to be heard.”

Megan O’Byrne on the right to protec-
tion from abuse

“The State has a responsibility to protect 
children from all forms of maltreatment 
perpetrated by parents or those respon-
sible for their care... I think that a very 
important step in the right direction 
would be to ban corporal punishment in 
Ireland as, unfortunately, it is still legal for 
parents and legal guardians to physically 
punish their children.”

Nathan Quirke on child poverty

“Children go hungry in Ireland, are 
malnourished, and some are even 
homeless, which is shocking... this is a 
very serious issue and one that I’m very 
concerned about.”

Aaron Robinson on the importance of 
youth groups

“I wouldn’t be here today except that I 
am a member of a youth group called 
The Brú. This goes to show the impor-
tance of recreational spaces for young 
people... Too often teenagers are 
accused of doing nothing or just causing 
trouble but if we had somewhere to go... 
young people wouldn’t be o� getting up 
to no good... Youth clubs are working; it 
would be a shame to lose those valuable 
resources.”

Jenny Robinson on being listened to

“You need to listen to us, we know our 
rights. This short film that you have just
seen will get around to teenagers and 
children everywhere who also want their 
say. The next generation is coming and 
the topic of children’s rights will always 

Tanya Ward and Senator Jillian van Turnhout with young people outside Leinster House

Independent Senator Jillian van 
Turnhout invited the group into 
Leinster House on 11 December 2013. 
The young people were treated to a 
tour of the Dáil and Seanad as well as 
dinner in the Members’ Restaurant 
where they met Deputy Gerry 
Buttimer and Deputy Caoimhghín Ó 
Caoiléan of the Oireachtas Commit-
tee on Health and Children.

Visit to Leinster House  
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On 11 January 2014 some of the 
young people met with Dr. Angela 
O’Connell of University College 
Cork who is researching a project 
on children’s participation in 
advocacy. They recounted their 
experience of the project for Dr. 
O’Connell - how they came 
together to make a film project and 
how they ultimately formed an 
advocacy group. On 27 and 28 
January 2014, Robyn Coleman, 
Rowena Malee, Lauren Moran and 
Megan O’Byrne attended a confer-
ence in Queen’s University Belfast 
called Advancing Children’s Rights: 
Children and Young People’s 
Participation in Advocacy with 
other young people from around 
Ireland.

Children and Young 
People’s Participation 
in Advocacy 

Robyn Coleman, Rowena Malee, Lauren Moran and Megan O’Byrne attending a conference in Queen’s 

University Belfast called Advancing Children’s Rights: Children and Young People’s Participation in Advocacy

New Children and Family
Relationships Bill

The Bill proposes the following critical 
reforms:

- The best interests of the child 
 should be paramount or the only 
 consideration when making a decision 
 on guardianship, access or custody.

- The views of children should be 
 considered when courts are deciding 
 what is best for children.  

- Stepparents, family members, grand
 parents and civil partners can apply for 
 parental responsibility for a child.

- The right of access in relation to a 
 child includes the right of the child to 
 maintain personal relationships, and 
 contact with a parent, relative or other 
 person with a bona fide relationship 
 with the child.

Minister for Justice, Defence and Equality 
Alan Shatter published the new Children 
and Family Relationships Bill on 30 
January 2014. 

We have broadly welcomed the draft Bill, 
which represents the most thorough 
overhaul of family law in almost a 
century. The Bill is a long overdue 
recognition that the make-up of families 
has entirely changed since they were last 
dealt with in primary legislation. 

The Bill provides a range of rights for 
di�erent family types and will signifi-
cantly reduce the number of cases going 
to court because of the current legal 
vacuum. It also puts children at the heart 
of family law reform and introduces a 
clear legal framework to respond to the 
everyday realities of family life. 

- Adoption rights are extended to civil 
 partners.

- Parentage is assigned in situations 
 where children are born through 
 assisted reproduction and surrogacy.

The Children’s Rights Alliance will be 
studying the Bill very carefully to fully 
assess how children’s rights are 
protected. The Alliance also welcomes 
the fact that the draft Bill has been 
referred to the Ombudsman for Children 
for views.

The Children’s Rights Alliance is forming 
a Working Group to prepare a submis-
sion on the Bill for the Oireachtas 
Committee on Health and Children and 
for the Minister for Justice and Equality. If 
you would like to work with us, please 
contact: Julie Ahern, Legal and Policy 
Assistant, Email: Julie@childrensrights.ie 
or Tel: 01 662 9400
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Stop Children from Smoking 
The Children’s Rights Alliance has joined 
with the Irish Cancer Society, the Irish 
Heart Foundation, the ISPCC, Barnardos 
and the Asthma Society to support the 
Government’s plans for plain packaging 
of cigarettes. 

The move, which has recently been 
undertaken in Australia, is designed to
remove branding from cigarette packs 
and replace them with unsightly images 
depicting the damage of smoking. This
measure is particularly aimed at children  

Know Your
Rights!

who are more susceptible to attractive 
packaging. 

The Alliance presented our submission 
on the proposed Standardised Packaging  
of Tobacco Bill 2013 to the Joint 
Committee on Health and Children on 
30 January 2014. Our presentation  
focused on the impact on public health 
and children of the proposed legislation. 
The overall aim is to help stop our 
children from ever taking up smoking 
in the first place. 

The Children’s Rights Alliance is working 
with the Irish Council for Civil Liberties to 
produce a Know Your Rights Guide for 
Children and Young People. The pack 
will be in plain English and covers rights, 
entitlements and remedies in relation to: 
education, health/mental health, social 
welfare, family law, childcare, immigra-
tion and non-discrimination. 

We will be organising a roadshow to 
up-skill member organisations, frontline 
services and youth groups on the pack. If 
you would like to take part in the 
roadshow, help us co-organise an event 
or have any ideas for promoting the 
pack, please contact Saoirse Brady, 
Research and Projects Manager, Email:  
Saoirse@childrensrights.ie and Tel: (01) 
662 9400 

Human Rights Training 
In November 2014, Saoirse Brady and 
Julie Ahern of the Legal and Policy team 
travelled to Donegal to deliver a training 
module for the Donegal Travellers 
movement. 

The team looked at the four guiding 
principles of the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child: how the Committee 
operates and how NGOs can feed into 
Ireland’s shadow report. The morning 
module examined the Constitution, 
statute law and the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights, with particular 
focus on how these rights apply to the 
everyday work of the Donegal Traveller’s 
Movement.  

The afternoon focused on di�erent 
remedies and how to enforce children’s
rights. The group looked at how to make
complaints e�ectively and who to make 
them to, with particular reference to the  

Ombudsman for Children, O�ce of the
Ombudsman, Data Protection Commis-
sioner, Equality Authority and Tribunal,  
Garda Siochana Ombudsman Commis-
sion and Social welfare appeals.
Feedback was very positive and the 

Alliance plans more of these training 
programmes nationwide. 

If your organisation would like training 
in children’s rights please contact 
Saoirse@childrensrights.ie

Saoirse and Julie of the Alliance with the Donegal Traveller movement 

Alliance Chair Paul Gilligan presenting to the Joint Committee on Health and Children on the 
Standardised Packaging of Tobacco Bill 2013

Human Rights Training. Stop Children from Smoking. Know Your Rights.
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Member Focus: BCCN 

Established in 1997 the Border Counties 
Childhood Network (BCCN) exists to 
support the attainment of high quality 
standards in all areas of service delivery in 
both early childhood and after school 
settings.  While BCCN’s core work to 
develop quality standards in services has 
taken place within the southern border 
counties and Meath, information 
resources and training developed by the 
organisation have also impacted on 
provision and practice within services 
across the island of Ireland. 

In addition BCCN has worked to inform 
and support policy development at 
national level to help secure the condi-
tions that need to be in place to ensure 
the delivery of quality services. In 
promoting the quality agenda, the BCCN 
has also provided a forum for a range of 
agencies, statutory and 
community/voluntary operating in both 
Northern Ireland and the Republic, to 
work together to increase resources and 
support to the sector within the Border 
Region so as to better support services 
promote children’s health, wellbeing, 
learning and development.  

A key feature of BCCN’s work has been 
working collaboratively with other 
agencies and sectors. This work has 
included: working with the HSE Dublin 
North East to develop and implement a 
health promotion initiative for Pre-school 

services; working with Early Years, the 
organisation for Young Children, in 
Northern Ireland, to promote respect for 
di�erence in Pre-school and After School 
services as well as in a number of primary 
schools and finally working with 
Barnardos to develop a number of 
publications to inform the delivery of 
quality Pre-school and After School 
services.

The BCCN is managed by a voluntary 
board of management and employs a 
small sta� team to progress the agency’s 
objectives. Their work involves the 
following key activities:

- Promoting the voice of the child in all 
 early years and after school services 
 through information and training

- Provision of information resources, 
 training and on site mentoring to early 
 childhood services working to meet 
 national quality standards as outlined 
 in Siolta and Aistear

- Development and provision of 
 information materials and continuing 
 professional development support to 
 after school services

- Development, delivery and 
 accreditation of nationally certified 
 (FETAC) training at level 5 and 6

- Increasing the pool of trained trainers 
 within the region and building trainer 
 capacity

- Interagency working to increase the 
 level of funding resources and support 
 to both the Early Childhood and After 
 School sector

- Cross sectoral working with the HSE 
 to support parents and families  
 develop healthy lifestyles and address 
 the problem of childhood obesity

- Inter agency working with Northern 
 Ireland agencies to promote equality 
 and diversity within services and 
 communities on both sides of the 
 Border 

- Interagency working to inform policy 
 development 

BCCN has been a member of the 
Children’s Rights Alliance since our 
formation in 1997. We have found 
membership to be invaluable in inform-
ing our work from both a policy and 
practice perspective. Membership also 
allows us to inform the work of CRA in 
the promotion of children’s rights, 
particularly those of young children.

 For more on the BCCN, please 
 visit www.bccn.ie

Colette Quigley, Early Years Specialist on the BCCN/Early Years Respecting Di�erence project for schools and after schools; Sinead Caulfield, Jobs Bridge Intern; Maureen 
Mc Dermott, BCCN Training and Development O�cer; Denise Mc Cormilla  BCCN CEO; Michelle Hart, BCCN Early education and Siolta Manager 
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Sta� Update
We would like to formally welcome 
Patricia Hoey, O�ce & Finance Manager, 
to the Alliance team.  Patricia joined the 
Alliance in January 2014, with approxi-
mately 20 years’ administrative, financial 
and HR experience, gained in a variety of 
sectors, including Financial, Manufactur-
ing and Professional services.  

Patricia has worked in small, medium 
and multi-national sized organisations 
and brings significant experience to the 
role. We are delighted to have her on the 
team. 

We would also like to bid a fond farewell 
to her predecessor, Louise Dromey. 
Louise joined us in late 2011 and has 
been invaluable to the smooth and 
e�cient running of the Alliance. One of 
Louise’s many notable achievements was 
managing the complex task of relocating 
the o�ce to its new address here in 
Molesworth Street.  

During her time with us, Louise had a 
very hands-on and dedicated approach 
that has helped the organisation to 
successfully overcome challenges and 
allow us to continue to make a real 
impact for children in Ireland. 

Louise has been an incredible resource 
and a valued member of the Alliance 
team. We’ll miss her, and wish her every 
success in her new business venture. 

New Advisory
Group on
Children and
the Internet

On 29 November last year, the Minister 
for Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources, Pat Rabbitte TD announced 
the formation of a specialist working 
group to examine emerging issues 
around online content and its impact 
on children’s lives. 

The main focus of the group’s work will 
be to identify issues and make recom-
mendations around age appropriate 
content, bullying and harassment online. 
Chaired by Dr Brian O’Neill, Head of the 
School of Media at Dublin Institute of 
Technology, the group also includes 
Vice Chairperson of the Alliance Board 
and CEO of the National Parents Council 
(primary), Áine Lynch. 

The Internet Content Governance 
Advisory Group will take submissions 
from the public and will report to the 
Minister in May 2014.

Aine Lynch

Patricia Hoey

Louise and Mary Cunningham of the National Youth
Council of Ireland campaigning for a yes vote in the
children’s referendum

Louise and Rachel Duke, Alliance Membership and
Sustainability O�cer, running for the Alliance in the
Mini-Marathon 2013
 
              
 
 
 IPRT’s Liam Herrick is new Adviser

to the President of Ireland

The Children's Rights Alliance is 
delighted and extends congratulations 
and best wishes to Liam Herrick, Execu-
tive Director of the Irish Penal Reform 
Trust (IPRT) on his appointment as 
Adviser to the President of Ireland, 
Michael D Higgins. Liam has worked 
through a social justice and human rights 

lens to advocate for penal reform and 
has helped amplify the IPRT’s voice and 
elevate its role as an organisation 
e�ecting positive change. He was also a 
board member of the Alliance during a 
critical phase of the organisation’s 
development and we wish him all the 
best in his new role.

Liam Herrick
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Alcohol Action Ireland  

Amnesty International Ireland

Ana Li�ey Drug Project 

Arc Adoption 

The Ark, A Cultural Centre for Children 

Assoc. for Criminal Justice Research and 
Development (ACJRD) 

Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland (ASTI)

ATD Fourth World – Ireland Ltd 

Barnardos

Barretstown Camp 

BeLonG To Youth Services  

Bessborough Centre 

Border Counties Childhood Network 

CARI Foundation

Carr’s Child and Family Services  

Catholic Guides of Ireland 

Catholic Youth Care

Childhood Development Initiative

City of Dublin YMCA 

COPE Galway 

Crosscare 

DIT – School of Social Sciences & Legal Studies 

Doras Luimni

Down Syndrome Ireland 

Dublin Rape Crisis Centre 

Dun Laoghaire Refugee Project 

Early Childhood Ireland

Educate Together 

School of Education UCD

EPIC  

Focus Ireland

Forbairt Naíonraí Teoranta 

Foróige 

GLEN - Gay and Lesbian Equality Network

Headstrong - The National Centre for 
Youth Mental Health  

Immigrant Council of Ireland

Inclusion Ireland 

Inspire Ireland 

Institute of Community Health Nursing

Integration Centre 

International Adoption Association

Irish Association of Social Care Workers (IASCW) 

Irish Association of Social Workers

Irish Association of Suicidology

Irish Autism Action 

Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway

Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU)

Irish Council for Civil Liberties (ICCL)

Irish Foster Care Association

Irish Girl Guides

Irish National Teachers Organisation (INTO)

Irish Penal Reform Trust

Irish Premature Babies

Irish Refugee Council

Irish Second Level Students’ Union (ISSU)

Irish Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children 

Irish Traveller Movement 

Irish Youth Foundation (IYF)

Jack & Jill Children’s Foundation 

Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice 

Junglebox Childcare Centre F.D.Y.S. 

Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership

Lifestart National O�ce 

Marriage Equality – Civil Marriage for Gay 
and Lesbian People

Mary Immaculate College

Mental Health Reform

Mothers’ Union of Ireland 

Mounttown Neighbourhood Youth 
and Family Project

MyMind 

National Association for Parent Support

National Organisation for the Treatment of 
Abusers (NOTA)

National Parents Council Post Primary

National Parents Council Primary

National Youth Council of Ireland

One Family   

One in Four

OPEN 

Parentline

Parentstop

Pavee Point

Peter McVerry Trust

Rape Crisis Network Ireland (RCNI)

Realt Beag

SAFE Ireland

Saoirse Housing Association

SAOL Beag Children’s Centre

Scouting Ireland

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Sonas Housing Association

SpunOut.ie 

St. Nicholas Montessori College 

St. Nicholas Montessori Society

St. Patrick’s Mental Health Services 

Start Strong 

Step by Step Child & Family Project 

Sugradh 

The UNESCO Child and Family Research 
Centre, NUI Galway 

Treoir 

UNICEF Ireland 

Unmarried and Separated Families of Ireland 

Yoobyoo

youngballymun

Youth Advocate Programme Ireland (YAP)

Youth Work Ireland  

The Children’s Rights Alliance unites over 100 organisations 
working together to make Ireland one of the best places in 
the world to be a child. We improve the lives of all children 
and young people by ensuring Ireland’s laws, policies and 
services comply with the standards set out in the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Email  info@childrensrights.ie


