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Introduction
On behalf of the Board I am honoured, to present the Annual Review of the
Children’s Rights Alliance.  

2009 was a busy year for the Alliance: having to act in response to a regressive
budget for children; a series of damning child protection reports, as well as
arranging a full programme of planned activities, most notably the commencement
of the Report Card series and a successful international symposium on children’s
rights in Dublin Castle.  

During the year, a spotlight was thrown on the deficiencies of the Irish child
protection system, with the publication of several child protection reports, including
the Ryan Report and the Murphy Report; and the emergence of the circumstances
surrounding the tragic Monageer and Roscommon cases. The inadequacy of
response to the terrifying abuse of vulnerable children was a common theme
emerging from these reports and cases. 

Despite the tremendous work of the Joint Committee on the Constitutional
Amendment on Children during 2009, no date has yet been set for the much needed referendum on children’s rights. The
Government’s decision to cut the Child Benefit Payment in Budget 2010 is a stark reminder of the need to progress with this
referendum. 

Although 2009 was a difficult year, there are some shoots of hope.  I am proud to say that the Alliance rallied with member
organisations and key stakeholders to advocate for children’s rights issues to ensure that they remain high on the political
agenda. I am proud that the Alliance stood firm and did not give up in its fight to help secure the rights and needs of children
in Ireland.  

There are strong indications that the Alliance’s work has sown the seeds of change that will come to fruition in the coming
year. We have secured some real momentum and support for constitutional reform, and there is now far greater
understanding of children’s rights.  In 2010 we intend to further harness the strength of our member organisations and the
support of the public to provide a compelling case for change.  The Children’s Rights Alliance believes that Irish society is
now ready to embrace children’s rights within its Constitution and it intends to ensure that Irish people are given the
opportunity to demonstrate this through the holding of a referendum.   

On behalf of the Alliance, I wish to extend our thanks to my predecessor as Chairperson, Professor Nóirín Hayes, for her
unstinting dedication and support to staff and Board members in fulfilling our vision: to make Ireland one of the best places
in the world to be a child.  A founding member of the Alliance, her tenure saw the organisation grow from strength to strength,
with secure funding, an expanding membership, and a reputation as the leading organisation advocating for the rights of
children in Ireland.

In closing, I would like to thank fellow Board members Margaret Burns, Michael McLoughlin, Áine Lynch, Caroline O’Sullivan,
Liam Herrick, Mary O’Connor, Fr. Peter McVerry, S.J. and Professor Nóirín Hayes; and Chief Executive, Jillian van Turnhout
and her team, for their commitment and exceptional hard work throughout 2009. Without their dedication, the Alliance would
not have achieved what it has achieved to date. 

PPaauull GGiilllliiggaann
Chairperson

Chief Executive’s Overview
‘A week is a long time in politics’ so said
the former UK Prime Minister, Harold
Wilson, and we had plenty of busy
weeks in 2009 at the Children’s Rights
Alliance. Already reeling from the
tremors of the global economic crisis
and its full scale effects on Ireland, 2009
was also the year that exposed a horrific
legacy of physical, emotional and sexual
abuse suffered by over 30,000 children
living in institutions throughout Ireland.
2009 also marked the third year in the
implementation of the Children’s Rights
Alliance’s Strategic Plan and the year
that projects, such as the Report Card
and the international symposium, would
come to fruition. This meant that, more so than ever, the
Alliance would need to be strategic with resources and
adaptable to the ever changing external environment, while
remaining focused and committed to our Strategic Plan. 

Having put in the groundwork in the latter stages of 2008,
researching and auditing the Government’s own
commitments to children, we started the year with a bang
with the launch of our new initiative, the Report Card series,
in January.  A mini ‘shadow report’ of sorts, it provided a
comprehensive overview of Government commitments,
progress to date, and key recommendations for immediate
action, including the need for policies based on prevention
and early intervention.  Not only does this new series provide
a wealth of information to the NGO sector and journalists, but
it is also a roadmap for civil and public servants, charged with
implementing Government commitments.  With a high-
calibre external panel verifying our grades and overall grade
of ‘D,’ we attracted significant media coverage. It was
gratifying, later in the year, when starting to research the next
edition, that civil and public servants, who were less
forthcoming initially, were now offering information and
engaging with us.

Other work that commenced in 2008, but realised in April
2009, was our first international symposium that received an
excellent evaluation from delegates. This high-level event
gave us the opportunity to articulate our vision for children’s
rights in Ireland.  In line with international thinking, we worked
to demonstrate that the interaction between children, the
State and society on matters concerning children is crucial
and that each person has a duty to help strengthen the
capacity of rights-holders to claim their rights and to support
duty-bearers to fulfil their obligations.   

Of course, the year was punctuated by
the unexpected. Despite numerous
assurances that the Joint Committee on
the Constitutional Amendment on
Children would provide us with their third
and final report on the need to
strengthen children’s rights in the
Constitution, we were left waiting. We
made a conscious decision to use these
delays to our advantage, by working to
raise awareness for the need for
constitutional change, including a panel
discussion with Committee members to
keep the issue high on the political
agenda. 

This demonstrates that you must respond and adapt to
changing circumstances. With the economy in a downward
spiral, we spent much of 2009 persuading Government to
invest in children. We provided Government with
comprehensive and vocal responses to, among others, the
Supplementary Budget, proposals to cut the Child Benefit
Payment, the An Bord Snip Report, not to mention Budget
2010. We were commended for our work in this area and
for keeping children’s rights firmly on the agenda.

The publication of the devastating Ryan Report in May also
commanded our absolute attention. We dedicated
ourselves in providing Government with a comprehensive
response to the Ryan Report that would help us learn
lessons from the past.  A key Government official praised the
Alliance on the depth and thoroughness of our submission to
Government, telling us that the Government’s
Implementation Plan would not have been as far-reaching
without our contribution.  

Making a difference to the lives of children is one of our key
aims at the Alliance, and this is a rewarding aspect of our
work. As part of our response to the Ryan Report we called
for the creation of a “living memorial”, through the successful
passage of a children’s rights constitutional amendment.  In
Budget 2010, €3m was earmarked for a referendum on
children’s rights.  

From little seeds, great things grow. 

Jillian vvan TTurnhout 
Chief Executive



WORK OF THE CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
ALLIANCE 2009

The work of the Children’s Rights Alliance in
2009 is laid out in this Annual Review.  In line
with the Alliance’s Strategic Plan, highlights
from the year have been recorded according to
the organisation’s key aims.  This will help
demonstrate the strategic approach of the
Alliance in its day-to-day operations, and make
clear the organisation’s strategic successes.

Aim 1: Bringing About a Shared Vision that will Realise
and Protect Children’s Rights in Ireland

Panel discussion with members of the Joint Committee on the Constitutional Amendment on Children: Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin TD (Sinn Fein); Alan
Shatter TD (Fine Gael); Chair of the Alliance, Paul Gilligan; Mary O’Rourke TD (Fianna Fáil and Chair of the Committee); and Senator Alex White (Labour)

Constitutional Referendum
As a key component of the Strategic Plan, the Children’s
Rights Alliance used every opportunity in 2009 to call for
a referendum to strengthen children’s rights in the
Constitution.  As in previous years, the Alliance
intensively lobbied the Joint Committee on the
Constitutional Amendment on Children (established on
22 November 2007).

May 2009 brought the publication of the second report
of the Committee, which focused on the issue of creating
strict and absolute liability offences in respect of sexual
offences involving children (Article 42 (A) 5.2 and 5.3).  A
comprehensive report, it was divided into three parts:
discussion around the defence of mistake on the basis of
age and the need for an amendment arising out of the
‘CC’ case decision; legislative change in the area of

mental guilt and the burden of proof and the need to
protect children in the giving of evidence; and
recommendations for fixing the age of consent and
dealing with peer sexual relations. (NB: The first report
was published in September 2008 on soft information
vetting (Articles 42 (A) 5.1).)  Originally due to report back
to Government in March 2008, the Committee was
awarded several extensions throughout the year. (The
final report was not published until February 2010.) 

Although the numerous delays proved frustrating, the
Alliance responded and adapted to each twist in the
road.  This additional time was used to lobby political
representatives in person, and to develop new
relationships within the political party structure.  

Capitalising on the delays, on 8 October, the Alliance
held a lively panel discussion with representatives of 
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each political party on the Committee. These were Mary
O’Rourke TD, Fianna Fáil, and Chairperson of the
Committee; Alan Shatter TD, Fine Gael Front Bench
Spokesperson on Children; Senator Alex White, Labour
Party Spokesperson on Children; Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin
TD, Sinn Féin and a representative from the Green Party.
This provided an opportunity to remind Committee
members of the importance of their work, and of its
potential to make a real difference to children’s lives.  It
also offered member organisations an opportunity to
learn and engage with the issue.

As well as providing member organisations with timely
information and updates on the work of the Committee,
including a briefing note on the work of the Committee
and constitutional provisions in other jurisdictions, the
Alliance also developed a simple guide about the need to
strengthen children’s rights in the Constitution.  This
proved a popular leaflet, requiring numerous re-prints,
and helped inform member organisations as well as
members of the public.  

While the delays were frustrating, the Alliance also had
an opportunity to be more innovative in its work,
providing member organisations with a template press
release to issue their own media work; and using the
web site to ask poll questions concerned with the
constitutional amendment.  The Alliance also welcomed
the opportunity to work with some of its key member
organisations on the issue by issuing joint letters and
press releases, particularly in the work undertaken with
Barnardos, CARI, Dublin Rape Crisis Centre, Irish
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (ISPCC),
One in Four, and Rape Crisis Network Ireland.

As part of our response to the Ryan Report (see page 15
for more details), the Alliance called for a constitutional
amendment to strengthen children’s rights as a ‘living
memorial’ to the 30,000 victims of institutional child
abuse.  This call was subsequently repeated by the
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government, John Gormley TD.

Towards the end of the year, Budget 2010 set aside €3
million to hold a constitutional referendum on the rights
of the child.  

This campaign will continue to be a priority for the
Alliance in 2010.

International Symposium 
on Children’s Rights
As a coalition of over 90 NGOs, working to secure the
rights and needs of children in Ireland, the role of the
Alliance is to not merely critique the State, but to bring
about positive leadership and new thinking that will allow
for the full implementation of the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child.  Consequently, on 2 April, the
Alliance successfully held its first high-level international
symposium, entitled Children’s Rights in Ireland: Are We
There Yet? Are We There Yet? Are We There Yet? in
Dublin Castle.  The aim of the Symposium was to create
a learning environment for prominent and influential
persons who would have a role to play in taking Ireland
forward in becoming one of the best places in the world
to be a child.  

The Alliance was forced to increase the capacity of the
Symposium from 100 to 180 attendees. Delegates
included representatives of the Office of the Minister for
Children and Youth Affairs, the Children’s Act Advisory
Board, the HSE, Children in Scotland and Eurochild, to
name but a few. 

The programme itself was well-received by delegates.
The Alliance was fortunate to have the President of
Ireland, Mary McAleese, provide the keynote speech and
the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Barry
Andrews TD, opening the event.  Delegates were
addressed by Maria Herczog, UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child; Ted Lempert, President of Children
Now, California; and Phil Beadle, Teacher and Presenter
of Channel 4 programme: Can’t Read, Can’t Write.
Snapshots of children’s rights in practice were delivered
by organisations, including some Alliance members,
working in frontline services, such as Jonathan Irwin of
the Jack and Jill Foundation and Eddie D’Arcy of
Catholic Youth Care.  

President of Ireland, Mary McAleese, pledging to make Ireland one
of the best places in the world to be a child.

The day came to a close with a high-level questions and
answers panel, comprising Sylda Langford, Director
General, Office of the Minister for Children and Youth
Affairs; Emily Logan, Ombudsman for Children; Dermot
McCarthy, Secretary General, Department of the
Taoiseach; Justice Catherine
McGuinness, President, Law Reform
Commission; and Seán Ó Foghlú,
Assistant Secretary, Department of
Education and Science; and chaired by
broadcaster and historian, John
Bowman. Questions ranged from
tackling child poverty and educational
disadvantage to the proposed
referendum to strengthen children’s
rights. 

The highlight of the day was President
McAleese’s stirring speech, which called
on those present to continue their work
to bring change to children’s lives,
stating that children ‘need to believe that
there’s someone out there who dares to care about them,
strangers though they may be to you’.  A common theme
was the economic downturn, with Jillian van Turnhout,
the Alliance’s Chief Executive, the first of many speakers

throughout the day to urge the Government to invest in
children, not least because it ‘made good economic
sense’.  

Those who were not fortunate enough to attend were
able to read a detailed report of the proceedings which
was disseminated to delegates, member organisations,
key political influencers and other stakeholders.  Key
speeches are downloadable as podcasts and articles
were also published in several member organisation
publications, with opinion pieces published in The Wheel
and Children in Scotland magazines.

The Alliance received, almost immediately, excellent and
spontaneous feedback from delegates, and it is clear
that, among delegates, the Symposium helped foster a
shared vision of an Ireland that would realise the rights of
each and every child in order to give them the best start
in life.  In exploring ground-breaking concepts and
international best practice in relation to children’s rights
and their implications for Ireland, it was apparent from the
feedback received, that the high-level delegates,
including key government officials, social partners and
NGO leaders, left the day feeling energised, resolving to
each identify at least one action to shorten the journey
towards making Ireland one of the best places in the
world to be a child. 

The well-known historian and broadcaster, John Bowman, fielding
questions from the floor of the symposium.

Ted Lempert, President of Children Now in California, on the
podium with Alliance Chief Executive, Jillian van Turnhout, and
Maria Herczog, Member of the UN Committee on the Rights
of the Child.
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UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child
Since 2008, the Alliance has been working with the
Office of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs and
UNICEF Ireland to produce a child friendly version of the
UN Convention, which has involved significant
consultation with children and young people.  As part of
the international symposium organised by the Alliance,
children and young people from the Children and Young
People’s Forum of the Office of the Minister for Children
and Youth Affairs and The Base in Ballyfermot spoke
about the importance of the UN Convention for
themselves and for other children. 

As part of this work, and to mark 20 years of the UN
Convention, the same group of children and young
people were joined by other school-children from Dublin
in the Government Buildings Press Centre to discuss
progress in implementing the UN Convention in Ireland
and worldwide. The young people also spoke about
their own work on the UN Convention and highlighted
the Fair Fares 4 Teenz campaign that is lobbying public
transport providers to stop charging adult rates for
tickets to young people aged 16 and 17 years of age.

Alliance Chief Executive, Jillian van Turnhout, with the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews TD, and UNICEF Ireland’s Executive Director,
Melanie Verwoerd, celebrating the 20th anniversary of the UN Convention with children and young people from Ireland, at Government Buildings

Catherine Coventry and Ellen O’Leary (OMCYA’s Children and Young People’s Forum) and Jessie Nugent (The Base, Ballyfermot) at the
International Symposium in Dublin Castle speaking about the rights that matter most to them in the UN Convention.

This campaign demonstrates the way in which the UN
Convention is a powerful instrument in advocating for
appropriate services for children. The teenagers also drew
attention to the rights that matter most to them and the
rights they are being denied.  

As well as representing Ireland’s children when signing
the Irish State’s birthday card to the UN in Geneva, the
teenagers also questioned the Minister for Children and
Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews TD; Jillian van Turnhout,
Chief Executive of the Children’s Rights Alliance; and
Melanie Verwoerd, Executive Director of UNICEF Ireland,
on progress in implementing the UN Convention in
Ireland and globally.

The Alliance also attended a reading of the play Dr
Korczak’s Example, by David Greig (and performed by
HATCH Theatre Company) in the Project Arts Centre in
Temple Bar, Dublin, in celebration of the 20th Anniversary
of the UN Convention.  After the performance, the
Alliance took part in a discussion, chaired by young
people, about the UN Convention and what it means to
Ireland. 

The Alliance will continue to raise awareness of the UN
Convention and to lobby for its full implementation in
Ireland’s laws, policies and services.
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Aim 2: Securing Legislative and Policy Changes to Give
Meaningful Effect to The UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child

Budget(s)
2009 was dominated by the economic downturn and with
it came the need to respond to the much feared
Supplementary Budget in April, the McCarthy Report (also
known as the ‘An Bord Snip Nua report’) in July, the
Report of the Commission on Taxation in September, and
finally Budget 2010 in December.  With the country
warned that the focus would be on cuts, rather than
taxation, in order to show the international community that
Ireland could pull itself out of recession, Budget 2010 was
anticipated with significant apprehension and fear.  

In March, the Alliance wrote to the Minister for Finance,
Brian Lenihan TD, and the Minister for Social and Family
Affairs, Mary Hanafin TD, to express its opposition to the
taxing or means testing of the Child Benefit payment; a
letter subsequently requested by civil servants for
circulation within the Department of Social and Family
Affairs.  At this time, the Alliance began meeting with key
organisations, such as the National Women’s Council of
Ireland (NWCI), to exchange information and agree to the
possibility of collaboration.  A series of face-to-face
meetings with Minister Hanafin, the Minister for Finance
and officials from the Department of Finance followed,
including a constructive meeting, in June, with the Chair
and Secretary of the Commission on Taxation to advocate
against taxing or means testing of child benefit.  

In November, the Alliance joined forces with the NWCI,
PACUB (Protest Against Child Unfriendly Budget), One
Family and OPEN (One Parent Exchange and Network)
and co-organised a press conference to raise awareness
of the impact of budgetary decisions on children’s rights.
The Alliance was also part of the Poor Can’t Pay
campaign, a civil society campaign in the lead up to
Budget 2010.  

The Alliance produced analyses of the potential impact of
the McCarthy and Commission on Taxation reports on
children, immediately following their publication.  The
Alliance also published a Position Paper on the Child
Benefit Payment in July, which was widely circulated, and
informed our two pre-budget submissions, (to the
Department of Social and Family Affairs and to the
Department of Finance),  and our presentation to the
Minister for Social and Family Affairs at the Pre-Budget
Forum on 9 October. The Alliance also contributed to the
End Child Poverty Coalition pre-budget submission. The
economic downturn dominated the Alliance’s work at
Social Partnership, in Eurochild and as members of the
End Child Poverty Coalition.

The Report of the Special Group on Public Service
Numbers and Expenditure Programmes dubbed ‘An
Bord Snip Nua’ or the ‘McCarthy report’ was published
on 16 July 2009.  The Group’s role was to consider
Exchequer savings in response to the current financial
crisis.  In its paper, published 29 July, An Bord Snip:
Cutting Childhood Short, the Alliance calculated that
almost one quarter (€1.28 billion) of the total proposed
cuts would directly impact on children and those in
disadvantaged families.  

Other Campaigns

AAllccoohhooll AAddvveerrttiissiinngg
In September, Jillian van Turnhout, the Chief Executive of
the Alliance, and Rapporteur for the European Economic
and Social Committee (EESC), made a significant in-road
towards the banning of alcohol advertising in the EU,
when members of the EESC voted overwhelmingly in
favour of her Opinion on Alcohol Related Harm.   

The Opinion supports the implementation of an EU
horizontal strategy to fight against the health-related,
social and economic consequences of alcohol abuse
and to promote responsible alcohol consumption.
Despite numerous amendments organised by the
alcohol industry, Jillian van Turnhout and her EESC
colleagues stood firm, and the Opinion was agreed
calling for stricter controls on alcohol marketing and
pricing policies in order to reduce problems associated
with alcohol consumption.   

Speaking at the EU’s ‘Expert Conference on Alcohol and
Health’ in Stockholm, Jillian told delegates that “in the
EESC and the Children’s Rights Alliance, we believe that
the first step we can all take is to deal with the adverse
impact of advertising and marketing on young people.
Self-regulation is simply not working and it is time we
took a stand.”

The Alliance will revisit this work in 2010.

CChhiilldd CCaarreerrss
In March, the Alliance joined member organisations in
their disappointment at the Government’s abandonment
of the planned National Carers’ Strategy, committed
under the Towards 2016 Social Partnership agreement
and in the Coalition’s Programme for Government.
3,000 children act as carers, here in Ireland, and the
planned strategy would have provided them with
essential supports and access to services.  Having made
a submission to the National Carers’ Strategy
Consultation in April 2008, the Alliance decided to issue
a press release noting its concerns, illustrating how the
Strategy’s abandonment is in breach of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child, ratified by Ireland
in 1992.  The Alliance continues to advocate for
additional support for carers through the Community and
Voluntary Pillar of Social Partnership.

LLooccaall aanndd EEuurrooppeeaann EElleeccttiioonnss 
During the Local and European elections in June the
Alliance produced a door hanger with facts regarding
children’s rights together with some suggested questions
that could be directed to both European candidates and
local councilors.  The bespoke door handle acted as a
prompt to give people the opportunity to question
candidates as they canvassed homes.  The Alliance
received positive feedback about this initiative from
member organisations. 

CCoouunncciill ooff EEuurrooppee CCaammppaaiiggnn aaggaaiinnsstt CCoorrppoorraall
PPuunniisshhmmeenntt 
In the latter months of 2009, the Alliance took time to
raise awareness among broadcasters about the Council
of Europe’s campaign against corporal punishment,
Raise Your Hand Against Smacking.  This culminated
with the Chief Executive, Jillian van Turnhout, being
invited to talk about the campaign on City Channel.  The
interview and video is available on the Alliance web site.

MMoossqquuiittoo DDeevviiccee
On 23 March, the Alliance published a briefing note on
the use of the mosquito device in public places, such as
shopping centres across Ireland. The briefing note was in
response to a call for submissions from the Vice-Chair of
the Council of Europe Committee on Youth and Sport,
Senator Cecilia Keaveney.  This paper has informed
thinking and has proven to be particularly popular among
member organisations, as well as State agencies
seeking information about the device itself.

JJuunnkk FFoooodd AAddvveerrttiissiinngg
In March, the Alliance once again joined forces with the
Consumers’ Association of Ireland (CAI) and issued a
joint press release on World Consumer Rights Day to call
for a ban on junk food advertising before the 9pm
watershed.  A joint letter was sent by the Alliance and
CAI to the Minister for Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources, Eamon Ryan TD, calling for the swift
enactment and (subsequent) implementation of the 2008
Broadcasting Bill, which includes provisions to restrict
the advertising of foods and beverages to children that
are considered to be unhealthy and contain excessive
levels of fat, trans-fatty acids, salts and sugars.  

Children’s Rights Alliance Annual Review 2009
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Monageer Inquiry
On 12 May, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Barry
Andrews TD, published the Redacted Report of the
Monageer Inquiry.   The events that unfolded in Monageer,
Co. Wexford in April 2007 were a tragedy whereby four
members of the Dunne Family lost their lives.  The Alliance
called for the immediate implementation of its
recommendations, in particular ‘the provision of a national
out-of-hours Social Work Service, structured and resourced
to ensure an appropriate response to all serious child
protection and welfare concerns’.  

This report also taught us that to prevent such tragedies in
the future, we need to strengthen social work, health and
Gardaí services aimed at children and families.  In addition,
these services need to be effectively co-ordinated so that
problems can be more easily identified from the beginning.  It
is this identification and response that will ultimately lessen
the risk of preventable child deaths

The findings of the Monageer Inquiry highlighted the
importance of the establishment of an automatic and
transparent child death review mechanism – a mechanism
that is at present absent from the system.  The publication of
this report pointed to the need to review suspicious or
preventable child deaths and of making recommendations to
prevent such deaths from occurring. 

The Alliance continues to lobby in 2010 for an automatic,
independent and transparent child death review mechanism.

The Ryan Report
On 20 May 2009, following the most comprehensive
investigation ever conducted into child abuse, and after a
nine-year inquiry, the Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse
published its report (best known as ‘The Ryan Report’).
Chaired by Mr. Justice Ryan, the investigation focused upon
a horrific legacy of physical, emotional and sexual abuse
suffered by children living in institutions throughout Ireland
over half a century. 

The Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews
TD, was asked by Government to develop an
implementation plan to move forward the recommendations
contained in the Ryan Report.  In June, the Alliance
submitted its own report to the Minister, Learning From the
Past: Responding to the Recommendations of the
Commission to Inquire Into Child Abuse Report.  In it, the
Alliance pinpointed recommended measures to be
integrated into the Implementation Plan.  This submission
was praised by Government officials. The Alliance would like
to thank its member organisations that provided essential

information that assisted in the drawing up of
recommendations, which very much reflect the reality of
providing services on the ground.  

On 27 July, the Minister published the Report of the
Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse, 2009:
Implementation Plan.  The Plan, with a budget of €25 million,
contains 99 actions to implement the recommendations of
the Ryan Report.  The Alliance warmly welcomed the Plan as
it sets out a clear framework that has the potential to make
a positive difference to the lives of children in care and in
need of protection in Ireland and incorporated many Alliance
recommendations.  Of course, the Implementation Plan still
leaves us with outstanding challenges; in this vein, the
Alliance met with the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs
to outline the need for an independent monitoring group. 

The Ryan Report continues to inform the work of the
Alliance.  

The Murphy Report
On 26 November 2009, the Dublin Archdiocese
Commission of Investigation Report (The Murphy Report)
was published.  The Commission reported on the handling
by Church and State authorities of a sample of allegations
and suspicions of child sexual abuse against clerics in the
Dublin Archdiocese between 1975 and 2004.  The Alliance
welcomed the publication of the Report and, like many other
commentators, were highly critical of the gross inadequacy
highlighted in the Report.  

The Murphy Report coupled with the Ryan Report,
reinforces the need for urgent reform of the child protection
system in Ireland.  Placing a legal duty on all those working
with children to comply with the Children First child
protection guidelines was once again identified as a priority
in the Alliance response to the Murphy Report.  

The wrongs of the past cannot be undone, however Irish
society can respond to Murphy, Ryan and other reports by
taking steps to bring about a new culture for children in
Ireland.  Such a culture must fully respect children, to listen
to them, believe them, and act on their concerns.  The
Alliance believes that a constitutional amendment
acknowledging children’s rights is the best way to ensure this
and will continue its campaign in 2010.

The Alliance, in a series of media interviews and reports,
criticised these decisions as ill-conceived, quick-fix,
short-term solutions. The Alliance argued that too many
were in breach of the Towards 2016 Social Partnership
agreement and that their implementation would have a
negative, deep and life-long impact on children,
particularly children from the poorest families.

Proposed cuts in relation to education were rolled back,
over €14m was pledged for the Ryan Report
Implemenation Plan and €3m was earmarked for the
holding of a referendum on children’s rights, but,
ultimately, Budget 2010 proved that the economic
downturn was weighing heavily on children.  Despite
significant public protest, the Child Benefit Payment bore
the brunt with a cut of €16 per child. The Minister for
Social and Family Affairs told us in advance that
vulnerable families would be compensated, but
increases in the Qualified Child Increase (QCI) and the
Family Income Supplement (FIS) failed to take account of
the existing problems with these payments.  

It is likely, however, that the financial fallout could have been
far worse for children and other vulnerable groups, without
the committed work of the Alliance and other NGOs.

End Child Poverty Coalition (ECPC)
As well as contributing to the End Child Poverty Coalition
pre-budget submission, the Alliance contributed to and
attended the ECPC’s hearing at the Joint Oireachtas
Committee on Social and Family Affairs in February.  In
April, the End Child Poverty Coalition held a thought
provoking EU Parliamentary ‘hustings’ on child poverty,
where each of the political parties fielding a candidate for
the forthcoming EU elections were asked the question
“Why are you and your party best placed to tackle child
poverty at national and European Level?”  The panel,
chaired by newscaster, Eileen Dunne, was made up of
the Lord Mayor of Dublin, Councillor Eibhlin Byrne,
Fianna Fáil; Senator Deirdre de Búrca, Green Party;
Proinsias de Rossa MEP, Labour; Marian Harkin MEP,
Independent; Mary Lou McDonald MEP, Sinn Féin;
Senator John Paul Phelan, Fine Gael; and Caroline
Simons, Libertas. 

National Children’s Strategy 
Disappointingly, there was no progress in 2009 on the
development of a rights-based, second National
Children’s Strategy 2010–2020.  The Alliance advocated
for the Office of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs
(OMCYA) to commence work and to reconvene the
National Children’s Advisory Council to facilitate a

process of consultation with a broad spectrum of
statutory and voluntary organisations, as well as provide
an ongoing monitoring role on the Strategy’s
implementation.  

Revised Programme for Government
Early in the autumn, the Alliance wrote to Fianna Fáil and
the Green Party, outlining the very real need that they
remain committed to children’s rights and safeguard their
policies and services to children, when reviewing the
Programme for Government.  The Alliance made a
submission to Fianna Fáil and the Green Party, identifying
eight key specific commitments that should be ensured
at negotiations.  

On publication of the Revised Programme for
Government in October, Alliance analysis found that over
75% of commitments affecting children had
disappeared; in 2007, 219 commitments relating to
children were written into the Programme for
Government 2007-2012, with the revised programme
slipping to only 49 commitments.  The Alliance will work
to ensure that children are not forgotten in the work of
the Government in 2010.

Child Protection 
It was necessary for the Alliance to issue strongly worded
statements in relation to child protection issues, many of
which hit the headlines in 2009.

The Diocese of Cloyne 
The very first press release of 2009 called for the
immediate and full publication of a HSE report on the
child protection services in the Diocese of Cloyne, in light
of findings of the Report of the National Board for
Safeguarding Children (NBSC).  This would prove to be
the first of many press releases and statements
concerned with the horrific abuse of children in Ireland.

Alliance staff attended the silent March of Solidarity on 10 June,
organised by Survivors of Institutional Abuse Ireland (SOIAI) in the
wake of the Ryan Report
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Child Literacy 
Child literacy was designated as the Alliance’s key policy
priority in 2009.  Reading and writing are fundamental life
skills, and literacy is the key to every child’s education.
Despite this, one in ten children leaves primary school
with serious literacy difficulties; this rises to one in three
in disadvantaged communities.  

The Alliance recommended a three-pronged approach to
tackle the issue: development of a child-centred National
Literacy Policy; an increase in time spent teaching
literacy in disadvantaged areas; and the guarantee of
further professional development for teachers, with a
specific focus on child literacy. The Alliance actively
participated on the project team of the National
Economic and Social Forum (NESF) in relation to the
development of the Child Literacy and Social Inclusion:
Implementation Issues report, published in November
2009.

The culmination of this work would be seen in January
2010, with a roundtable on literacy, a Briefing Note on
literacy, and a special edition newsletter. 

Eurochild 
In January 2009, Niamh Gallagher of the Alliance was
appointed Chair of the Eurochild Policy Working Group
(PWG). The group, dubbed the ‘think tank of Eurochild’,
has 25 members from across Europe, which meets twice
a year and makes recommendations to the Eurochild
management Board.  The Alliance attended the
Eurochild AGM and policy forum in Brussels in June, and
the Eurochild Annual Conference in Cyprus in November. 

Children’s Mental Health Coalition 
In December, together with member organisation
Amnesty International, the Alliance formed the Children’s
Mental Health Coalition.  Jillian van Turnhout, the
Alliance’s Chief Executive is the Chair of the Coalition,
with Amnesty International facilitating its administration –
funded by the ONE Foundation. Comprising 38
organisations in all, a manifesto and web site
(www.childrensmentalhealth.ie) were developed to lobby
Government on the Coalition’s vision: that Ireland should
be one of the best places in the world to be a child,
where every child’s right to mental health is realised. 

Ahead of the launch, 247 Christmas cards were
delivered to the Oireachtas – one for every child that was
admitted to an adult inpatient facility last year.  A number
of TDs and politicians spoke passionately at the event,
and promised to lend their support to the manifesto,

commending the Alliance and Amnesty for establishing
the Coalition.  Following the launch, all members of the
Oireachtas were posted a letter from the Chair and a
copy of the manifesto.  

Over the next two years, the Coalition will lobby the
Government for action in four key areas prioritised by
Coalition members, namely: mental health services, the
education system, the criminal justice system, and the
care system.   

Separated children 
In 2009, the Alliance continued to engage in extensive
lobbying work in relation to the substandard care
provided by the HSE to separated children, and the link
between this inadequate care and the numbers of
children going missing from their care placements.  503
separated children have gone missing from their care
placement since 2000, of whom 441 remain missing. A
key achievement in 2009 was the commitment
contained in the Ryan Report Implementation Plan to
provide separated children with equity of care. The HSE
began to implement this policy in late 2009. 

As well as engaging in independent advocacy work
relating to a separated child, the Alliance continues to be
an active member of the ONE Foundation/NGO/HSE
group, Action for Separated Children in Ireland (ASCI),
and the Anti-Human Trafficking Unit Working Group.
ASCI met with the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs,
Barry Andrews TD, in April, where they discussed issues
relating to equity of care; aftercare policy; dispersal
policy; missing children/trafficking; family reunification
and the IRP bill.  The Minister agreed to establish a high
level monitoring group comprising the Alliance, OMCYA
and the HSE.  The setting up of this monitoring group is
a significant step forward on the issue of separated
children.  

*Members of ASCI are the Children’s Rights Alliance, Irish
Refugee Council, ISPCC, Barnardos and the Irish
Association of Young People in Care (IAYPIC) 

Aim 3: Securing the Effective Implementation of
Government Policies Relating to Children

Report Card 2009 
Much of the research for, and the
compilation of, Report Card 2009
began the previous year, which also
included the deliberation of the
external assessment panel, whose
considerable experience validated the
grades awarded.  The external
assessment panel met in December
2008 to assess the grading of each
section, and comprised Sheila Greene,
Director of the Children’s Research
Centre in Trinity College Dublin; Sally
Anne Kinahan, Assistant General Secretary of the Irish
Congress of Trade Unions; Finola McDonnell, Senior
Policy Executive at the Irish Business and Employers
Confederation; Justice Catherine McGuinness, President
of the Law Reform Commission; and Fintan O’Toole,
Columnist at The Irish Times.  The Alliance again extends
its thanks to the panel members for their oversight,
guidance and input.

On 19 January, following months of work, the Children’s
Rights Alliance launched its Report Card 2009, in Dublin,
which found that nearly 50% of Government
commitments to children had not been met.  On the day
dubbed ‘Blue Monday’, owing to terrible weather, unpaid
bills and the recession, the Alliance published its first
annual audit of the Government’s own commitments to
children, awarding the Government an overall ‘D’ grade.

Within Health and Education, the Government received
its worst grade – an ‘E’ grade – in two sub-sections,
namely, Mental Health and Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE), for an unacceptable performance that
takes steps in the wrong direction, with no positive
impact on children.  The Government received its best
grade in the sub-sections of Financial Support to

Families and Play, which were given a ‘B minus‘ and ‘B’
grades respectively.  

The Report Card articulated the need for prevention and
early intervention. The Alliance chose to focus on the
Government’s choice to abandon its promise to roll out
ECCE to areas of acute social and economic disadvantage,
despite NESF analysis that for every €1 invested in ECCE a
return of up to €7.10 can be expected. Later in the year,
Government introduced the free pre-school year – a hugely
positive move.  The Alliance also drew attention to the
inadequate mental health services for children, particularly for
teenagers, and has since intensified its lobbying in this area.

The Alliance will repeat this audit annually: the Children’s
Rights Alliance Report Card 2009 provided a snapshot of
childhood in Ireland, exposing the deepening of a two-tiered
society that ignores Ireland’s most vulnerable children.  The
Report Card has already been shown to be a useful
influencing tool, with Government officials again
complimenting the Alliance on the work and asking to be
more involved in future Report Card processes.  

Report Card 2009 was our most popular publication in
2009 with all hard copies taken within the year, and the
online version downloaded a total of 765 times.

Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive of the Alliance, with Justice Catherine McGuinness,
President of the Law Reform and member of the External Assessment Panel, and Professor
Nóirín Hayes, former Chairperson of the Alliance at the launch of Report Card 2009.

Jillian van
Turnhout, Chief
Executive of the
Alliance and
Chair of the
Children’s
Mental Health
Coalition, at its
launch in Dublin. 
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The Body Shop Anti-trafficking
Campaign 
In August, the Alliance, together with member
organisation, The Irish Refugee Council (IRC), joined
hands with The Body Shop and ECPAT Global, to back a
global campaign, entitled: Stop Sex Trafficking of Children
and Young People.  

The Alliance has repeatedly called on the Irish State to
acknowledge the existence of child trafficking in Ireland
and to put in place measures to tackle trafficking,
including the provision of adequate care and
accommodation for separated children and raising the
level of care provided to them to that of other children in
HSE care.  To accompany the campaign, The Body Shop
launched the Soft Hands, Kind Heart hand cream, which
attracted good media attention.  All profits made on the
hand cream goes directly to campaigns and prevention
projects against child trafficking in Ireland.  This campaign
will develop further in 2010.  

The launch of the Stop Sex Trafficking of Children and Young People campaign at The Body Shop on Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Adoption Bill 2009 
On 23 January, the Alliance released a statement warmly
welcoming the publication of the Adoption Bill 2009 by
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews
TD.  The long awaited Bill, which consolidates seven
different Adoption Acts, is a critical step in the journey to
bring our adoption legislation in line with international
best practice and the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child.  

The Bill incorporates, into our domestic law, the 1993
Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-
operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption.  Bringing
this international instrument into our domestic law is a
significant step that will make a real difference to
children’s lives.  It will address the current weakness of
our adoption laws whereby intercountry adoptions – of
which there are over 400 per year – operate under
different standards than those for domestic adoptions, of
which there are approximately 50 per year.  This will
ensure that all children adopted by families in Ireland will
benefit from the same set of rigorous standards. It is
necessary that:

• Adoption is framed as a right of the child – the right
of a child to a second chance of family life.  Adults do
not have an automatic entitlement to adopt a child;

• All decisions in relation to adoption proceedings must
hold the best interests of the child as paramount;

• The voice of the child must be heard in adoption
proceedings; and

• Adequate services, pre- and post-adoption must be
available to support the adopted child.

In December, the Alliance’s Jillian van Turnhout, Chief
Executive, and Maria Corbett, Policy Director, made a
presentation to the Joint Committee on Health and
Children in relation to the Adoption Bill 2009.  Joining the
Alliance was Deirdre McTeigue, Director of the Irish
Foster Care Association (and member organisation of the
Alliance). 

Female Genital Mutilation 
25 November 2009 marked the one year anniversary of
Ireland’s National Action Plan to Address Female Genital
Mutilation (FGM).  One year on, the National Action Plan
is yet to be formally adopted by any government agency
and specific legislation outlawing the practice in Ireland is
still not in place. The Alliance is a member of the National
Steering Committee of the National Plan of Action to
Address FGM.  There is currently no explicit legal
protection against FGM in Ireland; neither is there
specific legislation to protect a child from being removed
from Ireland to have the procedure carried out overseas.
These two scenarios need to be catered for in legislation.

In July, the Alliance met with Minister for Health and
Children, Mary Harney TD, who is sympathetic to the
issue. The Alliance will continue to campaign on the issue
in 2010.

In January, the High Court Judgement in the Izevbekhai
Case dismissed a legal challenge aimed at preventing
the deportation of Pamela Izevbekhai and her two young
daughters, Naomi and Jemima, who are at risk of female
genital mutilation (FGM) if returned to Nigeria. The
Alliance joined other organisations, such as the Irish
Refugee Council, to call on the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform, Dermot Ahern TD, to use his
discretion and grant them the right to stay in Ireland.
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Aim 4: Ensure robust internal capacity to maintain 
a professional and credible organisation 

Social Partnership
Throughout 2009, the Alliance continued to be an active
member of the Community and Voluntary Pillar of Social
Partnership, though meetings with Government were
sporadic.  Owing to the economic climate, the Pillar
established a subgroup to draw attention to how the
recession is affecting the sector and those who are most
vulnerable.  The subgroup developed a communications
strategy to articulate issues of all 17 organisations to the
relevant government departments, media and wider
population; and held a joint press conference in
September to highlight Pillar concerns in advance of
Budget 2010. 

The Pillar also produced a joint pre-budget position
paper ‘Securing an Integrated Recovery Strategy’,
outlining a five-point plan for economic recovery.  The
Pillar delegation, which included representation from the
Alliance, presented the paper to the Department of An
Taoiseach and the Department of Finance in advance of
the Budget.  

At the Department of Education bilateral with the Pillar,
the Alliance raised issues relating to educational
disadvantage (DEIS) and child literacy.  Responses from
the Department (both orally and in writing) were
forthcoming, and there was a sense of greater openness
to engage than in the past.  

Social Partnership is a useful structure that provides an
additional avenue to key influencers, providing an
opportunity for the Alliance to reiterate the need for
Government to honour its commitments relating to
children and to keep children’s rights firmly on the
agenda when formulating policy.

Communications
In 2008, the Alliance had put in place solid systems and
structures to improve ways of working in relation to
marketing; media and public relations; public affairs; and
information support.  In 2009, the Alliance expanded its
communications and started to develop a reputation for
fresh and novel work.

Marketing
Like many other organisations, the Alliance embraced
social networking in 2009 by joining both Facebook and
Twitter.  This medium provides the Alliance with a
platform to engage with a wider audience and another
route to communicate our key messages.  It has proven
an excellent tool for providing regular updates on Alliance
activities and campaigns.  At the end of 2009, the
Alliance Facebook page was approaching 1,500 ‘fans’,
including some politicians and key influencers.  In 2010,
the Alliance will seek to build on this work and develop a
blog involving member organisations and key
commentators.

Dedicated illustrations were developed in 2009, including this
image, which is used for the Alliance campaign to strengthen
children’s rights in the Constitution.

Vietnam Association for Protection of
Children’s Rights 
At the request of
the ONE
Foundation, Maria
Corbett, the
Alliance’s Policy
Director, travelled
to Hanoi, Vietnam,
in August to
support the work
of the Vietnam
Association for
Protection of
Children’s Rights
(VAPCR).  Maria
spent a week
sharing Alliance
learning,
methodology and advocacy skills to help enable VAPCR
to develop a solid organisational strategy and to
effectively review and monitor national policies.   The
ONE Foundation provided direct funding for this activity. 

It is hoped that Maria’s visit will inspire VAPCR to become
an effective civil society organisation that, through its
advocacy work, can affect change and create stronger
children’s rights and child protection systems for the
benefit of children living in Vietnam.  The Alliance will
continue to support the work of VAPCR from Ireland.

Integrating Ireland Roundtable
At the end of January, the Alliance, in partnership with
member organisation Integrating Ireland, organised a
roundtable entitled ‘Children and Families Living in Direct

Provision’ to examine the rights and needs of children
growing up in asylum seeking direct provision
accommodation.  The aim of the Roundtable was to
explore the impact of direct provision accommodation on
children, families and parenting; to facilitate shared
learning; and to create links between NGOs and local
groups. 

The Equality and Rights Alliance
The Equality and Rights Alliance (ERA) was set up in
September 2008 as a coalition of over 40 civil society
organisations on foot of a proposed merger threat of five
equality and human rights agencies.  Significant budget
cuts to the Equality Authority and the Human Rights
Commission followed in Budget 2009 but ERA grew to
position itself as the leading voice for equality and human
rights. Since its founding, the Alliance has supported its
work.  Throughout 2009, ERA persistently challenged the
Government’s dismantling of the State’s human rights
and equality infrastructure by questioning whether the
Equality Authority, in particular, could effectively carry out
its mandate with a budget cut of 43%.   

New Initiatives 

Children’s Law Centre 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a founding member of a
group, comprising NGO organisations and individuals,
brought together to investigate the feasibility of
establishing a Children’s Law Centre. 

Aftercare Group 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a founding member of
Action for Aftercare, comprising NGO organisations and
practitioners, established to advocate for children who
leave care to be provided with aftercare support. 

UN Shadow Reports 
The Alliance is one of several NGOs supporting the
Dominican Justice Office, which is coordinating the next
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
(CERD) Shadow Report.  Alliance member organisation,
Amnesty International Ireland, is also compiling a Shadow
Report on Ireland’s progress in implementing the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (ICESCR) and Alliance staff members supported
this work.

The Alliance’s Emma McKinley, Research and Policy Officer, and
the ISPCC’s Dolly Ngadonyne speaking with Integrating Ireland
Roundtable participants.

Dr. Thanh Thanh, VAPCR’s founder,
thanking Maria Corbett, Alliance Policy
Director, for her support.
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This is in addition to existing marketing tools, including
an in-house quarterly newsletter for member
organisations and an up-to-date web site, which
includes an interactive poll, and a comprehensive
resources section.  The web site also hosts the Alliance’s
Children’s Rights Podcast Series, which, in 2009,
included contributions from Justice Catherine
McGuinness, the Chair of the Law Reform Commission;
Geoffrey Shannon, Child law expert and the
Government's Special Rapporteur on Child Protection;
and a new, vox pop podcast, where a number of people
in different locations around Ireland, were asked for their
views on children's rights. The responses captured
signalled overwhelming support for an amendment to
strengthen children's rights in the Constitution.  Usage
statistics shows a steady growth in visits, which
suggests that the Alliance web site is developing as a key
resource for children’s rights information. 

With several launches and events arranged in 2009, it
was necessary to capitalise on current branding and
broaden the range of materials to help strengthen
Alliance reputation as a credible and professional
organisation.  At the close of 2009, the Alliance had
developed exhibition stands, merchandise and
dedicated illustrations, all of which received an excellent
response.

The Alliance produced unprecedented levels of work in
2009, and therefore an unprecedented number of
publications.  Highlights included the very first edition of
the new Report Card series, the ‘Cutting Childhood
Short’ analysis paper in response to the McCarthy
report, as well as the development of additional in-house
publications, including a member organisations’ booklet
on the benefits of Alliance membership, and a simple
guide to the Children’s Rights Referendum, which has
proved popular with member organisations.

Full List of Publications

Report Card 2009, January 2009 

Briefing Note on Junk Food Advertising, March 2009 

Briefing Note on the Use of the Mosquito Device, 
March 2009 

Submission to the National Paediatric Hospital
Development Board in relation to the new National
Children’s Hospital, March 2009 

Analysis of the Supplementary Budget and its impact
on Children, April 2009 

Learning from the Past: Responding to the
Recommendations of the Commission to Inquire into
Child Abuse Report, June 2009 

European and Local Elections: What can Candidates do
to Make a Difference for Children?, June 2009 

Position Paper on the Child Benefit Payment, July 2009

An Bord Snip: Cutting Childhood Short, July 2009 

Submission to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on
Education and Science: Underachievement at Second
Level, August 2009 

Submission to Fianna Fáil on the Review of the
Programme for Government, September 2009 

Submission to the Green Party on the Review of the
Programme for Government, September 2009 

Alliance information note on the Commission on
Taxation Report, September 2009

Briefing Note: Joint Committee on the Constitutional
Amendment on Children and Related Work of the
Children’s Rights Alliance, October 2009 

Information Note on Global Constitutional Provisions for
Children, October 2009 

Strengthening Children’s Rights in the Constitution
booklet, October 2009 

Children’s Rights Alliance Pre-Budget Submission to the
Department of Social and Family Affairs, October 2009 

Children’s Rights Alliance Pre-Budget Submission to the
Department of Finance, October 2009 

Briefing Note on the Renewed Programme for
Government as it relates to Children, October 2009 

Submission to Joint Committee on Health and Children
in relation to the Adoption Bill 2009, December 2009 

Analysis of Budget 2010 and its impact on Children,
December 2010

Joint work 

End Child Poverty Coalition Submission to the
Department of Social and Family Affairs, August 2009 

Children’s Mental Health Coalition, Manifesto,
September 2009 

National Steering Committee on FGM, Rationale for the
need for FGM Specific Legislation, July 2009

Public Affairs
As well as maintaining good working relationships within
the Office of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs,
the Chief Executive and the Policy Director also
conducted a series of face-to-face meetings with key
influencers and stakeholders throughout 2009, including
members of the Joint Committee on the Constitutional
Amendment on Children.  TDs and senators were
regularly updated on campaigns and activities via regular
briefings.

The Alliance strengthened links with political parties by
conducting a series of meetings and networking
opportunities with each party’s media team.  The aim is
to foster an open, reciprocal relationship, providing
support or guidance on policy issues or in relation to the
political process of the Oireachtas.  

In a similar vein the Alliance also exchanged information
with the Office of the Ombudsman for Children about its
activities and campaigns.

Media and Public Relations
Nearly 50 press releases and statements were issued in
2009, producing more column inches and air-time than
ever before for the Alliance.  The Alliance now regularly
appears on national radio and in the three national
broadsheets.  In the summer, it was decided that the
Alliance would undertake a nationwide tour of local
media and radio stations to broaden its appeal.
Previously, the Alliance had concentrated on the national,
Dublin-based media, but it was felt, with TDs and
senators closely tied with their constituency-based local
media, that the Alliance would branch out into the
regions.  Almost immediately, local media take-up
increased (which would set to continue well into 2010).  

Media queries can also bring about the need to develop
policy or information on a new issue.  For example,
following a media query in relation to the publication of
children’s images in a local newspaper, the Alliance
produced official guidelines in relation to children’s
images, as an information sheet.  This has already
proven a useful resource. 
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Board Governance
The amended Memorandum and Articles of Association,
in light of the new Charities Act, was presented and
approved by the members of the Alliance at the AGM on
9 June 2009.   

Following a review, the Alliance decided to establish an
Audit Committee, which will be a sub-committee of the
Board.  The Audit Committee replaces the Finance and
General Purposes Committee.

There were six meetings of the Board during 2009.  The
Alliance extends its thanks to all Board members for their
work during the year and for their continuing involvement
and support.  Special thanks to Professor Nóirín Hayes,
who was an exceptional chairperson throughout the
length of her tenure.

Staff Members 
Current staff members of the Alliance are listed below,
indicating their length of time with the organisation:

Alliance staff participated in a child protection training
course in August 2009.  Some staff members completed
relevant training for their roles.  

Internships and work experience 
In 2009, the Alliance was fortunate to benefit from the
additional skills and knowledge of Clare Hanson, who
had a background in marketing and online social
networking, and worked with the communications team
from June until December; Robert Kayitare, a student at
Dublin City University, who worked over the summer
months to support the administration team; and Rachel
Lundeen, from the University of Tulsa, who worked with
the policy team.  The Alliance was also happy to provide
a short placement to Ronan Lowther of High School,
Rathgar, during his transition year, who also provided
superb support to the administrative team in March.

Chief Executive Jillian van Turnhout Full-time
Policy Director Maria Corbett Full-time
Communications Director Carys Thomas Full-time
Office Manager Mairéad Somerville Full-time
Information Officer Ken Reid Full-time
Research and Policy Analyst Niamh Gallagher Full-time
Research and Policy Officer Emma McKinley Full-time 
Administrator     Ciara Murphy Part-time 

Staff members outside the Alliance office

Board Members 
At the thirteenth Annual General Meeting of the Children’s
Rights Alliance, held on 9 June 2009, Professor Nóirín
Hayes stepped down as Chairperson, with Paul Gilligan
elected as her successor. The following members were 
re-elected to the Board of Directors;

IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn SSuuppppoorrtt
While the Alliance is not a public information service and
does not advertise itself as such, it regularly receives
queries from members of the public, individuals from
other organisations and from member organisations.
Alliance staff members normally refer enquirers on to
statutory organisations and NGO service providers that
can assist the enquirer, or, if appropriate, assist the
enquirer to resolve the issue.

The Alliance continued to receive frequent and
complicated queries throughout 2009; nearly 200 public
enquiries in all.  The queries are monitored and reviewed
quarterly, so that the Alliance can keep abreast of issues
of public concern and also to identify information needs
for its knowledge bank.

Chairperson Paul Gilligan 
Vice-Chairperson Margaret Burns Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice
Treasurer Michael McLoughlin Youth Work Ireland 
Director Áine Lynch National Parents Council (Primary)
Director Caroline O’Sullivan ISPCC 
Director Liam Herrick Irish Penal Reform Trust
Director Mary O’Connor Children in Hospital Ireland
Director Fr. Peter McVerry, S.J. Peter McVerry Trust 
Director Professor Nóirín Hayes School of Social Science and Legal Studies, DIT

Breakdown of 2009 Enquiries to the Children’s Rights Alliance
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Alcohol Action Ireland
Amnesty International
Ana Liffey Children’s Project 
The Ark, a cultural centre for children 
Assoc. for Criminal Justice Research & Development 
Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland 
ATD Fourth World 
Barnardos 
Barretstown
BeLonG To  
Border Counties Childcare Network 
CARI 
Catholic Guides of Ireland 
Catholic Youth Care 
Childminding Ireland 
Children in Hospital Ireland 
City of Dublin YMCA 
COPE Galway  
Crosscare Aftercare Unit 
Crosscare Drug & Alcohol Awareness Programme 
DIT - School of Social Sciences & Legal Studies 
Down Syndrome Ireland 
Doras Luimni
Dublin Rape Crisis Centre 
Dun Laoghaire Refugee Project 
Educate Together 
Education Department UCD 
Enable Ireland 
Focus Ireland 
Forbairt Naíonraí Teo 
Foróige 
Gay and Lesbian Equality Network (GLEN) 
Headstrong 
Home Start National Office Ireland 
Irish Assoc. of Young People in Care (IAYPIC) 
Irish Secondary Student’s Union (ISSU) 
Inclusion Ireland 
Inspire Ireland Foundation Ltd 
Integrating Ireland 
International Adoption Association 
IPPA, the Early Childhood Organisation 
Irish Autism Action 
Irish Association of Hospital Play Staff 
Irish Association of Social Care Workers 
Irish Association of Social Workers 
Irish Association of Suicidology 
Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUIG 
Irish Congress of Trade Unions 
Irish Council for Civil Liberties 
Irish Foster Care Association 

Irish Girl Guides 
Irish National Teachers Organisation 
Irish Penal Reform Trust 
Irish Refugee Council 
Irish Traveller Movement 
Irish Youth Foundation 
Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (ISPCC) 
Jack & Jill Children’s Foundation 
Jesuit Centre for Faith & Justice 
Junglebox FDYS 
Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership 
Kilbarrack Youth Project 
La Leche League of Ireland 
Lifestart National Office 
Mary Immaculate College 
Matt Talbot Community Trust 
Miss Carr’s Children’s Home 
Mothers’ Union 
Mounttown Neighbourhood Youth Project 
National Association for Parent Support 
National Children’s Nurseries Association 
National Parents Council (Post-Primary) 
National Parents Council (Primary) 
National Youth Council of Ireland 
National Organisation for the Treatment of Abusers (NOTA) 
OPEN 
One Family 
One in Four 
Parentline 
Pavee Point 
Peter McVerry Trust 
PLANET 
Psychological Society of Ireland 
Saoirse Housing Association 
SAOL Project – SAOL Beag Children’s Centre 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
SPARK (Support Project for Adolescent Refugee Kids)
Spunout.ie 
Start Strong
St. Nicholas Montessori College 
St. Nicholas Montessori Society 
Step by Step Child & Family Project 
Sugradh 
Teen Counselling
Treoir 
UNICEF Ireland 
YAP (Youth Advocate Programme) Ireland 
Youth Initiative in Partnership 
Youth Work Ireland

List of Members

Membership 
The member organisations of the Alliance consist of a
diverse range of non-governmental groups, including
child welfare agencies and service providers; child
protection groups; academics; youth organisations;
family support groups; human rights organisations;
disability organisations; parent representative
organisations; community groups and other
organisations interested in children’s rights. 

When applying for membership, organisations commit to
support the principles and provisions of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the purpose
and work programme of the Children’s Rights Alliance,
as set out in its Strategic Plan.  

Four new members joined the Alliance, thereby
increasing membership to over 90 member
organisations at the close of 2009.
• TThhee SSaaooiirrssee HHoouussiinngg AAssssoocciiaattiioonn provides short-

term, secure, crisis accommodation, practical
information, option choices, emotional support and
an outreach service to women and children
experiencing domestic violence.  

• HHeeaaddssttrroonngg, the National Centre for Youth Mental
Health, is a new initiative working with communities in
Ireland to ensure that young people aged 12 to 25
years are better supported to achieve positive health
and wellbeing.  

• BBeeLLoonnGG TToo is an organisation for Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgendered (LGBT) young people,
aged between 14 and 23 years; the organisation
provides positive and fun environments for LGBT
young people – facilitating them through exploration,
development and growth so that they can access all
their rights as equal citizens and participate as agents
in positive social change.  

• The IIrriisshh AAssssoocciiaattiioonn ooff SSoocciiaall CCaarree WWoorrkkeerrss was
founded in 1972 and represents social care workers
who are employed in the community and residential
sector.  

In late 2008, Middlequarter Limited undertook a survey of the
Alliance’s membership in order to establish the level of
membership satisfaction with the organisation and to identify
issues of importance to the membership in the Alliance’s
continuing development.  The results were presented to the
Alliance in January 2010, which were overall very positive,
throwing up a number of recommendations, including
increasing the understanding of the work of the Alliance and
instilling realistic expectations among member organisations.
As a direct result of the survey, a leaflet summarising the
benefits of Alliance membership was disseminated.

Funding 
The Alliance receives funding from three main sources:
The Atlantic Philanthropies, the ONE Foundation and the
Department of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht
Affairs.  The latter cut Alliance funding in 2009 and for
2010. 
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