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Introduction
The vision of the Children’s Rights Alliance is that Ireland be one of the best places in

the world to be a child.  This, now more than ever, is a vision worth fighting for.  Despite

our economic difficulties we must believe and invest in our children and in a society that

values all children as citizens.  Keeping children as our central focus will ensure that we

resolve our economic difficulties and become a stronger, more confident, mature

society.  

This annual review outlines the work of the Children’s Rights Alliance in 2010.  The small

staff, led by Jillian van Turnhout, worked tirelessly throughout the year to produce a

series of high quality publications, policy positions, and events and advocated

vigorously on key children’s rights issues.

‘Report Card 2010’, published in January 2010, reflects the significant obstacles facing

achievement of the Alliance’s vision.  The Government achieved a very disappointing D- grade for implementation of its

own commitments to children.  This overall grade was worse than that obtained in 2009 and in the areas of primary health

care, financial support for families and the prevention of alcohol misuse by children, the Government was given an F grade,

representing a fail, on these commitments.

Ireland’s third state report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child was not delivered in 2010 as scheduled and

work on a new children’s strategy was not commenced.  Throughout the year horrific stories of the abuse and neglect of

children continued to come to light.

Over the last 12 months there have been some notable developments for children.  The Joint Committee on the

Constitutional Amendment on Children published all party agreed wording and the Alliance is optimistic that a referendum

on a strongly worded amendment will be held by the end of 2011.  

The establishment of a dedicated Department of Children and Youth Affairs with a full Minister is a significant development

and provides an opportunity to deliver on the commitments made by Irish society to children and young people through the

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  The creation of this department also represents the best opportunity to ensure

the deficits in our child welfare and protection systems are addressed.  

Throughout 2010, the voluntary members of the Children’s Rights Alliance Board supported and governed the activities of

the Alliance with dedication and energy. I would like to thank Margaret Burns, the Vice Chair, Michael McLoughlin, the

Honorary Treasurer, Carmel Corrigan, Fergus Finlay, Áine Lynch, Mary O’Connor and Caroline O’Sullivan for their significant

contribution throughout the year. In particular, I wish to thank Liam Herrick and Fr. Peter McVerry S.J., who are retiring this

year from the Board, for all of their work and commitment over the last number of years.  

Paul Gilligan

Chairperson
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Chief Executive’s Overview
2010 will be

remembered for broken

promises, vicious

financial cuts, gaping

holes in service

provision and the tragic

deaths of children while

in State care. Ultimately,

we could have done

with our very own

superhero to swoop in

to keep the roofs over

the heads of thousands of young families, to keep them

fed, nourished, and safe from a bruising Budget. We could

have done with a superhero to plug the hole in the banking

system that has left Ireland effectively bankrupt, and each

woman, man and child with a €40,000 debt.  

Unfortunately, superheroes only live on the pages of comic

books. And while 2010 was a challenging year for children’s

rights, and I'm secretly still hoping for that superhero to

materialise, we are lucky to have some truly great NGOs in

Ireland, coupled with – rarely thanked, but essential –

teachers, nurses, social workers and other practitioners and

providers (who make me believe anything is possible), and

civil servants who can perform miracles, backed up by

honest politicians and fantastic funders.  

There were some encouraging developments in 2010, as

highlighted on the cover of this annual review.

Strengthening children's rights in the Constitution remained

our key aim, and it was a positive year in this regard. In

February, the Joint Committee on the Constitutional

Amendment on Children issued its final report,

recommending a constitutional amendment to strengthen

children’s rights, including an all-party agreed wording; this

was a first in the 30-year history of constitutional reform for

children in Ireland.   

Though we will need to build on the work of the Committee

and campaign for a strong wording, I am confident the

Committee’s work from last year will soon come to fruition.

Certainly, it has influenced the new Programme for

Government, which promised to set a date for a

referendum on the back of the Committee wording.  With

the establishment of a dedicated government Department

for Children and Youth Affairs and a full Cabinet Minister for

the first time ever, we are hopeful that children will soon be

truly visible in the highest law of the land.  

Some progress was also made in delivering on the Ryan

Report Implementation Plan, which was duly recognised in

our Report Card. Unfortunately, the early momentum

faltered towards the end of the year, and we were

disappointed with the level of implementation itself. For

example, the success of increased recruitment of social

workers was not matched by legislative reform on child

protection. Hopefully, 2011 will mark significant progress in

this much neglected area. 

2010 was punctuated by dark periods: the ongoing turmoil

in the HSE regarding deaths of children in care, the cracks

revealed in relation to foster care, the HIQA report on

Special Care services and the shocking Roscommon

Report – yet another damning report into horrific familial

abuse and State failure.  Much of 2010 was spent

responding to these events. I believe our work proved vital

in ensuring children (and their rights) remained high on the

political agenda. 

The year’s events took place against the backdrop of the

economic crisis. Budget 2011 marked the beginning of a

four-year fiscal austerity programme and of an IMF/EU

rescue package. Children were not spared – and will

continue to suffer – as a result of short-sighted policies.

Certainly, the cutbacks in education, including the arbitrary

capping of special needs assistants and cuts to Traveller

education, created much worry for many parents.

Yet, I look to 2011 positively. True, we continue to wait for

the State Report to the UN Committee on the Rights of

Child (which maps out Ireland’s progress on children’s rights

and is now two years late), the second National Children's

Strategy and other key policies to come to fruition, but I am

more confident now that we have a new, full Minister at the

Cabinet table. And as outlined in our Report Card series,

much change is possible without spending an extra cent:

over half of the promises made to children in the areas of

health, education, material wellbeing and safeguarding

childhood can be fulfilled without adding to our financial

woes.   

I wonder whether, if we promise to do our best in 2011, to

build on the good work that has been achieved and hold

steadfast in our goal to fully realise children’s rights in

Ireland, our new Minister for Children will try her best to be

the very best champion for children Ireland has ever seen -

even possibly our very own superhero? Certainly, a

champion for children at the Cabinet table – rallying her

colleagues to prioritise children, particularly other Ministers

with responsibility for children – will be invaluable.

Jillian van Turnhout 

Chief Executive
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Work of the Children’s Rights Alliance 2010

The work of the Children’s Rights Alliance for 2010

has been laid out in this Annual Review.  In line with

the Alliance’s Strategic Plan, highlights from the year

have been recorded according to the organisation’s

key aims.  This will help demonstrate the strategic

approach of the Alliance in its day-to-day

operations, and make clear the organisation’s

strategic successes.



Aim 1: Bring About a Shared Vision that will Realise and

Protect Children’s Rights in Ireland

Constitutional Amendment
Constitutional reform in respect of children’s rights

remained the key aim of the Alliance in 2010; intensive

lobbying of Government to hold a referendum took place,

and it was a historic moment when the Joint Committee on

the Constitutional Amendment on Children’s Third and Final

Report, which secured all-party agreement on a proposed

constitutional amendment wording, was published on 16

February 2010.  Having advocated for constitutional reform

since the Alliance’s establishment in 1995, including

extensive lobbying to influence the Committee’s work over

the preceding two years, the Alliance warmly welcomed

the report as a ‘significant step’ towards making Ireland

one of the best places in the world to be a child.

During this time, the Alliance produced its Briefing Note on

the Final Report of the Joint Committee on the

Constitutional Amendment on Children to brief members

and friends on the Committee’s work, including its history

since 2007.  In celebration of the all-party agreement, the

Alliance published a special podcast series with members

of the Committee; interviews were recorded with the

Committee Chair, Mary O’Rourke TD; Fine Gael

Spokesperson for Children, Alan Shatter TD; Labour

Spokesperson for Children, Senator Alex White; and Sinn

Féin Spokesperson for Children, Caoimhghín O’Caoláin

TD.  The series proved popular with member organisations

and offered an insight into the workings of the Committee

in an accessible format.

Good media coverage was obtained on this issue

throughout the year, with several local radio stations

conducting extensive interviews on the strengthening of

children’s rights in the Constitution; notable interviews

undertaken by the Chief Executive included guest panellist

on RTE’s The Marian Finucane Show, Frontline and BBC

Radio Ulster’s The Sunday Sequence Show.  The Alliance

was also invited to submit a guest editorial to the

prestigious Irish Journal of Family Law, thus strengthening

its audience base among the legal profession and

government departments.  The Alliance’s editorial focused

on the need for constitutional reform and was published in

June.  The strength and breadth of the media coverage

allowed the Alliance to raise awareness of this important

issue widely.

In the run up to the summer recess, Oireachtas debates

were peppered with passionate calls for Government to

bring in constitutional and other reforms for children.

Displaying rare solidarity, the Opposition leaders and

spokespeople repeatedly put the referendum question to

the Taoiseach, Brian Cowen TD, seeking a commitment to

a date.  In particular, in May, Labour and Sinn Féin tabled a

motion for a debate in the Dáil, seeking to establish the

necessary Constitutional Amendment Bill and to set a date

within 2010 for the holding of a referendum to enshrine

and enhance the rights of children.  The Alliance worked

with Labour and Sinn Féin, by providing briefings, raising

awareness of the motion among member organisations,

attending the debate on both nights to show support, and

facilitating access to the public gallery for member

organisations.  The Alliance also encouraged member

organisations to contact their local TDs and enquire as to

their voting intentions in advance of the debate.  This was

a good opportunity to keep up the pressure on

Government.
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In late 2010, the Alliance played the waiting game, as the

Government of the time sought advice from the Attorney

General on the implications of a referendum on their work.

Consequently, the Alliance wrote to all TDs and Senators

asking them to become ‘champions of children’s rights’ by

signing a pledge wall which was published on the Alliance’s

website, to commemorate the 21st anniversary of the UN

Convention on the Rights of the Child on 20 November

2010.  The pledge read as follows: 

"I, the undersigned, support the holding of a referendum to

strengthen children's rights in the Irish Constitution."

The Wall was signed by 12 Senators and over 40 TDs,

including the leaders of the two opposition parties Enda

Kenny TD and Eamon Gilmore TD. This work is ongoing.

Ultimately, accounts of abuse and untimely child deaths

exposed an Ireland that allows children to be neglected,

their voices silenced and their rights ignored – angering

many.  Such is the depth of feeling, that it is not a matter

of 'if' the referendum will happen, but 'when'.  And at the

time of writing, a new Government is now in place, with a

commitment to hold a referendum based on the

Committee wording, published in February 2010.

UN Convention on the Rights of the

Child
To mark the 21st anniversary of the UN Convention on the

Rights of the Child (UNCRC) – its coming of age – the

Alliance engaged in a number of different activities.  

During the summer, the Alliance produced a bilingual

Irish/English booklet for its key stakeholders, which

reproduced the full text of the UN Convention on the

Rights of the Child.  This is the first publication of its kind in

Ireland, and has proved a hit with member organisations,

exceeding its initial

print-run of 500

copies.  Hard copies of

the handy-sized,

colourful, booklet were

disseminated to a wide

audience, including all

member organisations,

politicians, key civil

servants, policy makers

and relevant

practitioners.  The

booklet is available

online; and a reprint is

due in 2011.

On the day itself, on 20 November, the

Alliance co-hosted the book launch of: ‘Ding

Dong, Right or Wrong? Children’s rights,

needs, and visions for the future’ with one of

its member organisations: Kids’ Own

Publishing Partnership. The book was

created by children from Sligo, Derry,

Bundoran and Enniskillen and outlined, in

their own words, their rights, needs and

vision for the future.  The then Minister for

Children and Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews

TD, spoke at the event and was presented

with a copy of the book by children involved

in the project.  This was a fantastic

opportunity to support a member

organisation and see the UNCRC living and

breathing in Ireland. 

UNCRC Irish/English booklet

RTE's News2Day covered the book launch of 'Ding Dong' 

Children from Scoil Ursula and Gaelscoil Chnoc na Re in Sligo, with the then Minister 

for Children and Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews TD, and Jillian van Turnhout, 

Alliance Chief Executive
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In celebration of the UNCRC’s 21st anniversary, the

Alliance took the opportunity to interview the Minister,

recording a podcast outlining his thoughts on the

improvements to children’s lives in Ireland since ratification

of the UNCRC in Ireland.  During the interview, the Minister

outlined the plans of the Office of the Minister for Children

and Youth Affairs (OMCYA) for the year ahead and

expressed his hope that constitutional reform would be the

‘lasting legacy of the Convention in this country’. 

UNCRC General Comment
The Alliance was invited to take part in a consultation

process on the development, by the UN Committee on the

Rights of the Child, of a new General Comment which

focuses on Article 19 (the right of a child to be protected

from abuse and neglect).  The Alliance provided feedback,

jointly with Pat Dolan, UNESCO Chair in Children, Youth

and Civic Engagement, Child & Family Research Centre,

NUI Galway.  The Alliance’s comments stressed the need

for early intervention and prevention to be integrated into

the General Comment. 

Children’s Views on their Engagement in

European and International Levels of

Decision-Making
In early 2010, the Alliance agreed to be the Ireland partner

for the European Commission project, ‘Children’s Views on

their Engagement in European and International Levels of

Decision-Making’, which is coordinated by Children’s

Rights Alliance for England and funded by the EU’s

Fundamental Rights and Citizenship Programme.  

The Alliance sought expressions of interest from member

organisations and, following a good response, chose the

Irish Second-Level Students’ Union (ISSU) as partner.  

On 17 November, the Alliance and the ISSU hosted a

consultation event with 100 children from all over Ireland,

with many member organisations

sending participants or taking a

role at the event itself.

The event itself, ‘Your World –

Your Say: Children’s Views on

their Engagement in European

and International Levels of

Decision-Making’ was a truly

youth-led and youth-focused

event.  Children aged 12 years

and above, and from a diverse

range of life experiences, gathered

to discuss how to engage and

influence European and

international decision-makers.  

A video message from Irish MEPs

was sent from Brussels and representatives from the

European Commission, European Parliament, European

Movement Ireland and UNICEF Ireland were also present.

Innovative methods were used to promote creative

discussions, including storyboards, mind-mapping and

knowledge cafés.  The sessions were facilitated by young

people from the ISSU and the European Youth Parliament.

The consultation event was one of five consultation events

across Europe, with others held in England, Austria,

Estonia/Russia and Romania/Moldova. 

Photographs from the consultation.
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EU Strategy for the Rights of the Child
In 2010, the European Commission began a public

consultation on its Communication on the Rights of the

Child (2011-2014).  The consultation was designed to

advance the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child by

giving stakeholders an opportunity to present their views to

the Commission on which concrete actions should be

taken at EU level.

The Alliance made a comprehensive submission to the

Commission in August.  The Alliance called for the EU to

provide vision and leadership in the area of children’s rights

and drive change to make a real difference to children’s

lives.  The submission provided detailed feedback on the

Commission’s proposed areas of action, providing an

insight as to the situation on the ground in Ireland.  The

Alliance called on the EU to focus on activities where

combined action across Europe can add value, such as on

the issue of trafficking and child pornography.  The Alliance

also called for the EU target to reduce child poverty to be

accompanied by individual national targets.  

In relation to child-friendly justice, the Alliance raised

concerns about the voice of the child in the court system,

the detention of children in St Patrick’s adult prison, the

lack of judiciary training on children’s rights and child-

friendly procedures.  The Alliance pointed out that poor

data collation, lack of long-term investment in services and

cross-departmental problems were contributing factors in

Ireland’s failure to address the needs of vulnerable groups

of children such as those in care and children with mental

health problems.  Violence against children was also one of

the issues on which the consultation sought input and the

Alliance recommended that member states formulate

national strategies to address this.

The ‘EU Agenda for the Rights of the Child’ was published

in February 2011, and reflected many of the issues raised

by the Alliance. 

Intergenerational Solidarity 
On European Day of Intergenerational Solidarity (29 April),

the Alliance worked with Older and Bolder to mark the

annual day for Intergenerational Solidarity and to highlight

the similar challenges facing children and older people to

live their lives with the dignity and rights that they deserve.

The Alliance issued a press release and a one-page

briefing in a bid to publicly support each other’s work and

stand together in defence of the rights of older people and

children.  Work is ongoing and will continue in 2011.

Children’s Law Centre
Since November 2009, the Alliance has worked with a

number of other groups, towards the establishment of a

Children’s Law Centre.  It is envisaged that the Centre

would be established as an independent organisation.  A

scoping document was commissioned by the group to

help identify the role and functions of such a centre; and a

funding application was developed and submitted to a

potential funder. The Alliance fed into the preparation of

this application, in particular on its relevance to the NGO

sector.   
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Aim 2: Secure Legislative and Policy Changes to Give

Effect to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

Budget 2011
The Alliance submitted its Pre-Budget Submission to the

Department of Social Protection in September and

presented its key messages to Minister Ó Cuív at the Pre-

Budget Forum in October.  The Submission focused on

specific changes in Budget 2011 and on a longer-term

focus on ending child poverty and improving children’s

outcomes. The Alliance urged Government to commit to

strategic integration of the tax and welfare systems, and to

ensure that departmental decisions take a lifecycle

approach as their starting point.  The Alliance also urged

Government to maintain child payments at their current

level and reform the system to better support families on

low incomes.

Following the announcement of Budget 2011, the Alliance

published its third annual Budget Analysis: ‘Analysis of

Budget 2011 and its Impact on Children’, providing facts

and commentary on Budget measures affecting children.

The Child Benefit Payment was cut with no compensatory

measure introduced for families on the lowest incomes.

The analysis outlined how the combination of tax raising

and expenditure cutting measures announced in Budget

2011 would hit families with children hardest, and the

poorest among them taking the sharpest blow.  

The Analysis was once again highly praised for its

thoroughness and usefulness to member organisations

and others. 

Review of the National Children’s

Strategy
‘The National Children’s Strategy: Our Children – Their

Lives 2000 – 2010’, was a 10 year strategy that came to

an end in December 2010 and then extended until the end

of 2011.  The Alliance conducted a review of the Strategy

in collaboration with its member organisations, entitled:

‘Ten Years On: Did the National Children’s Strategy deliver

on its promises?’  

Importantly, the staff of the Office of the Minister for

Children and Youth Affairs (OMCYA) reviewed a draft,

verifying its accuracy and provided up-to-date information

on progress.  Consequently, the review is an insightful

assessment of the last ten years, including a detailed grid

that examines all 136 actions of the Strategy.  

The Alliance believes that the second national children’s

strategy should build on the achievements of the first

strategy, but also learn from its shortcomings and take

active steps to address them. 
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National Children’s Advisory

Committee (NCAC) 
In August, the Minister extended a formal invitation to

the Alliance to be part of the next term of the National

Children’s Advisory Committee, which plays a key role in

advising the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs on

the development of the next National Children’s Strategy

and on future strategic priorities.  The Minister also

asked the Alliance to provide the NGO nominations to

the Committee, setting down a number of caveats,

including that the Alliance, Barnardos and the ISPCC

should all hold a seat on the Committee. 

Due to the high number of quality nominations received,

the Alliance established a small sub-group, including an

independent representative, to consider the nominations.

To address difficulties that the NCAC had in the past, in

relation to low attendance, the Alliance initiated a list of

alternates.  The Alliance will coordinate to ensure that if a

NGO nominee cannot attend a meeting, an appropriate

replacement will be in attendance.  

The inaugural meeting of the National Children’s Advisory

Council (NCAC) took place on 11 November 2010.  

Nominations by the Children’s Rights Alliance to

the NCAC:

· Dr. Tony Bates, Founder Director, Headstrong –

National Centre for Youth Mental Health

· Karla Charles, Advocacy and Policy Officer,

IAYPIC 

· Suzanne Connolly, Director of Children’s

Services, Barnardos

· Eddie D’Arcy, President of NYCI and Manager of

Youth Work Services, Catholic Youth Care

· Ciairín de Buis, Director, Start Strong 

· Fiona Duignan, Policy and Projects Manager,

Inclusion Ireland

· Noreen Flynn, Vice President, INTO 

· Philip Mudge, Chairperson, National Parents

Council Primary

· Caroline O’Sullivan, Director of Services, ISPCC 

· Elaine Slattery, ACJRD and Manager, Céim ar

Chéim, Irish Youth Justice/Probation Service

Education and Training Project, Moyross,

Limerick 

· Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, Children’s

Rights Alliance

Alternate Nominees: 

· Maria Corbett, Policy Director, Children’s Rights

Alliance

· Ali Dennehy, Senior Information and Advocacy

Officer, The Integration Centre 

· Dr. Dympna Devine, Senior Lecturer, School of

Education and Lifelong Learning, UCD 

· Sandra Irwin-Gowran, Director of Education

Policy Change, GLEN – Gay and Lesbian

Equality Network 

· Liam Herrick, Executive Director, Irish Penal

Reform Trust

· Diarmuid Kearney, former Chief Executive, Youth

Work Ireland

· Colette Murray, Education and éist Programme

Coordinator, Pavee Point 

· Rita O’Reilly, Chief Executive Officer, Parentline 

· Dr. Margaret Rogers, Head of Service

Development, Society of St Vincent de Paul

· Jason Watson, Irish Association of Social

Workers
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Child Death Reviews 
Historically, in Ireland, cases of child death did not trigger

an automatic, independent and transparent inquiry or

investigation to provide learning and put forward

recommendations.  In 2010, media interest brought into

sharp focus the very sad circumstances of the deaths of a

number of children in the care of the State, adding

renewed urgency to the establishment of Child Death

Reviews.

The Alliance had been discussing the issue internally for

some time, with a formal paper submitted to the Board for

discussion in January 2009; the Alliance has also raised

the issue regularly during its periodic meetings with the

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews TD.  

Significant progress was made in 2010 on specific

commitments contained in the Ryan Report

Implementation Plan.  On 8 March 2010, Minister Andrews

announced the establishment of an independent group to

examine the deaths of children in care since 2000,

comprising Geoffrey Shannon, child law expert, and Norah

Gibbons, of Barnardos and Chair of the Roscommon Child

Care Inquiry. 

Shortly after, in line with the Ryan Report Implementation

Plan commitments, the Health Information and Quality

Authority (HIQA) published ‘Guidance for the Health

Service Executive for the Review of Serious Incidents

including Deaths of Children in Care’.  The Guidance

proposes a system for the review by a panel of experts of

serious incidents and deaths of children in care in Ireland.

While the Guidance is to be welcomed, there are concerns

regarding its enforceability and its scope (it does not cover

all child deaths).  

The Ryan Report Implementation Plan
The Alliance worked independently but also as a grouping

in its response to the ‘Ryan Report Implementation Plan’ of

the Office of the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs

(OMCYA). 

Following pressure from the Alliance, the OMCYA posted

on its website the First Progress Report in relation to the

‘Ryan Report Implementation Plan’.  The Alliance issued a

press statement, welcoming the publication, with particular

regard for the progress towards ensuring equity of care for

separated children, the intention to extend HIQA’s remit to

the area of child protection, and the commencement of a

consultation process with children in care. However, the

Alliance also expressed concern at the lack of

accountability and progress, and lack of any update on

allocated budget spend.  For example, the report did not

provide a clear update on how many of the promised 270

additional social workers had been recruited at the time,

nor did it signal advancement in putting the Children First

child protection guidelines on a legislative footing.  There

was also no progress in developing a comprehensive

national out-of-hours social work crisis intervention service. 

In tandem with its own work, the Alliance continued to

work with the Saving Childhood Ryan group, which was

established in response to the publication of the Ryan

Report in 2009.  To mark its anniversary, a joint press event

was held on 20 May in Dublin’s Buswells Hotel entitled:

Saving Childhood Ryan: Fighting for Children Together,

involving the Alliance, Barnardos, CARI, Dublin Rape Crisis

Centre, the Irish Association of Young People in Care, the

ISPCC, One in Four and Rape Crisis Network Ireland.  A

document outlining progress since publication of the Ryan

Report was presented at the event.  A website

www.savingchildhoodryan.ie and a Facebook page were

also set up as campaign tools.  In June, the group

published a research poll into members of the public’s

understanding of children’s rights and their views relating to

the possible referendum. The findings of this research

indicated that overwhelming numbers of Irish people would

support a referendum on children’s rights.  

On 28 October 2010, a further briefing was held for TDs

and the media, warning against any further cuts to funding

for voluntary organisations, as this would have serious

consequences for children in need of protection, those

growing up within the care system, and victims of abuse or

neglect, including adult survivors of childhood abuse.  

The Alliance will continue to monitor delivery of the ‘Ryan

Report Implementation Plan’ in 2011.

The Saving Childhood Ryan Group, with the Alliance,

Barnardos, CARI, Dublin Rape Crisis Centre, the Irish

Association of Young People in Care, the ISPCC, One in Four

and Rape Crisis Network Ireand.
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End Child Poverty Coalition (ECPC)
During 2010, Start Strong became a member of ECPC,

bringing the Coalition’s membership to eight.  

In light of the Value for Money Review of Child Income

Supports, undertaken by the Department of Social

Protection and budgetary discussions affecting child

income support, the End Child Poverty Coalition

commissioned research to deepen its understanding of

how a second-tier Child Income Support payment would

operate in practice.  Completed in July 2010, the ‘Scoping

Document on a Second Tier Child Income Support: Study

for the End Child Poverty Coalition’ focused on the

possible parameters of a second tier payment, its impact

on different family types, and any associated anomalies.  

In early October, the Alliance hosted a meeting for ECPC

members with officials from the Department of Social

Protection in relation to the Department’s Value for Money

Review of Child Income Supports.  This meeting was on

foot of the Coalition research, which it submitted to the

Department during the summer.  The meeting was

constructive and explored in detail the possibility of

introducing a second tier payment to target income

support at low income families.  The Department published

their Review in December; the review contains a clear

commitment to introduce a mechanism to target income

support at low income families. 

Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
The Alliance began participating in the UPR Cross Sectoral

Steering Group in 2010.  The purpose of the group is to

drive the development of a civil society stakeholder report

to the Human Rights Council.  Ireland will be examined

under the UPR process in October 2011.  (The stakeholder

report was submitted in March 2011.)

Revised Children First Guidelines
In April, the Alliance wrote a joint letter with Pat Dolan,

UNESCO Chair based in NUI Galway, to Minister Barry

Andrews TD expressing its concern that the revised

Children’s First Guidelines included the weakening of

emphasis on family support and prevention and early

intervention; and the lack of emphasis on grounds for

reporting in relation to the welfare of a child (as opposed to

abuse of a child).  The Alliance also expressed concern

that the guidelines did not include compliance with the

HIQA guidance on child deaths and serious incidents.  It

was also stated that this was a missed opportunity to

reform practice in the care of homeless children, and to

note the child protection issues of Female Genital

Mutilation (FGM) and child trafficking. 
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Aim 3: Secure Effective Implementation of Government

Policies relating to Children

Report Card 2010
The Alliance commenced the year with the

launch of ‘Report Card 2010’ on 25

January – the second edition of the annual

report card series.  The series provides a

concise picture of how Government

delivers on its policy commitments to

children in the areas of education; health;

material well-being; and safeguarding

childhood. The research and drafting of

‘Report Card 2010’ built on the Alliance’s

experience with ‘Report Card 2009’. In

2010, the Alliance noted a significant

increase in the level of cooperation and

willingness to engage in the process from senior officials

and civil servants at the Department of Education and

Science, the OMCYA, the Department of Health and the

HSE.  

The external assessment panel met again with two

additions to the 2009 panel: Professor John FitzGerald

(ESRI) and Professor Tom Collins (NUI Maynooth).  The

panel, which verifies all of the grades, commented on the

high standard of research and the relevance of the

information in the Report Card, noting the critical role of the

Alliance in holding Government to account.  The high

profile and diverse nature of the panel was noted externally

as lending credibility to the grades and to the publication

itself. 

The well-attended launch took place in Dublin’s European

Union House, with a number of influential officials in

attendance, such as Phil Garland, the then newly

appointed Assistant National Director for Children and

Families for the HSE. Guiding attendees through the report

were Chief Executive, Jillian van Turnhout, and external

assessment panel members, Justice Catherine

McGuinness and ICTU’s Sally-Anne Kinahan.  The overall

grade slipped to a D minus with the introduction of a new

‘F’ grade, in recognition of 'the deepening of a two-tiered

society that ignores Ireland's most vulnerable children'. 

Blanket media coverage was obtained: TV3’s Ireland AM;

RTE 6pm and 9pm news programmes; RTE 1 Drivetime;

Newstalk; all three broadsheets; and local media all picked

up on the story.  Moreover, all three opposition parties

issued statements in response to the Report Card, and the

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews TD

issued an official response.  The National Women’s Council

of Ireland also issued a statement of support.  Increased

local media coverage was achieved in direct response to

new ‘local focus’ and ‘local eye’ sections, which pointed to

news stories that highlighted the human dimension of the

policies under focus. In addition, web site hits on the day

of launch almost doubled in comparison to the launch of

‘Report Card 2009’. 

Justice Catherine McGuinness and ICTU’s Sally Anne Kinahan join Chief Executive, Jillian

van Turnhout, in launching ‘Report Card 2010’



16 Children’s Rights Alliance Annual Review 2010

Smart Budgeting
‘Smart Budgeting for our Children’s

Future’ was the Alliance’s policy

priority for 2010 (and will remain so

throughout 2011).  Smart Budgeting

for Children is about making policy

and budgetary decisions for children

that are both efficient in their use of

resources and effective in improving

children’s outcomes.  Investing in

children through ‘smart’ policy

decisions would have a positive

impact across the life cycle –

ensuring children’s safety, health and

education, thus equipping them to

lead fulfilled lives as citizens, parents

and workers.  

As part of this work, the Alliance

joined forces with the UCD Geary Institute and co-hosted

an expert ‘think-in’ in October.  The think-in was attended

by a number of national and international experts from the

fields of economics, policy making, research and

evaluation, with the key presentation by Professor Leon

Feinstein, senior analyst with the UK Prime Minister’s

Delivery and Performance Management Unit, HM Treasury.

Notable attendees included Mary Doyle, Director General

of the OMCYA; Mark Dynarski of Mathematica Policy

Research; and Sylda Langford, former Director General of

the OMCYA. 

Naturally, the Alliance will continue to deepen its work on

this initiative in 2011, which is underpinned by the principle

of prevention and early intervention.  

Literacy
The Alliance’s policy priority area in 2009 was literacy,

helping to push the issue to the top of the political agenda. 

The Alliance held a roundtable meeting in March 2010 on

child literacy at European Union House. The purpose of the

roundtable was to share learning from Alliance membership

of the National Economic and Social Forum (NESF) project

team on Child Literacy and Social Inclusion, launch the

Alliance briefing paper on literacy, and encourage member

organisations to lobby Government and key stakeholders

to make literacy a basic right for all children. Three

speakers, all experts in child literacy, were invited to

present: Áine Hyland, Chair of the NESF project team and

education expert; Gene Mehigan, Principal lecturer, Marino

Institute of Education; and Harold Hislop, Chief Inspector,

Department of the

Education and

Science Inspectorate.

The Alliance also

produced a special

edition literacy

newsletter to

summarise the

campaign’s

recommendations and

work. 

The Smart Budgeting think-in in full swing

Harold Hislop, Jillian van Turnhout, Áine Hyland and Gene Mehigan pictured at the Literacy Roundtable
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Stop Sex Trafficking of Children and

Young People
The Alliance continues to work with The Body Shop Ireland

on its three-year global campaign entitled: Stop Sex

Trafficking of Children and Young People.

The Alliance worked with ECPAT International to produce a

‘Progress Card’ on child trafficking in Ireland, comparing

Ireland’s progress with other countries.  A composite

summary report of the global picture was also compiled.  

On 8 July, the launch of a petition and the Progress Card

on Ireland took place.  Alliance Chief Executive, Jillian van

Turnhout, joined Chris Davis, Head of Global Campaigns,

at The Body Shop to encourage Irish shoppers and

passers-by on Dublin’s Grafton Street to show their

solidarity by tracing their hands in support of the petition.

The petition, developed by the Alliance and The Body

Shop, calls on the Irish Government to:

· Identify child victims and enforce laws to prosecute

child traffickers; 

· Provide child victims with the support they need to

escape their traffickers and rebuild their lives; 

· Implement the Irish Government’s National Action Plan

to Prevent and Combat Trafficking in Human Beings

2009-2012; and

· Ratify the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on

the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child

Prostitution and Child Pornography.

In Ireland, the campaign was supported by RTE’s Keelin

Shanley and Fair City Actress, Lisa Harding.  

By the end of December, the petition in Ireland had

secured almost 100,000 signatures.  A window poster was

developed for the Christmas period, highlighting the

numbers of separated children who have gone missing in

Ireland, and urging customers to sign the petition. Ireland

regularly ranked in the top five for the numbers of

signatures collected per country.

The Body Shop continues to sell ‘Soft Hands, Kind Heart’

hand cream, which is on sale in 12 stores throughout

Ireland for €5.95 (a proportion of which is donated directly

to the Alliance for campaigns and prevention projects

against child trafficking in Ireland).  

The final petition will be presented to Government in 2011

and ultimately to the UN in New York.

Separated Children
In October, Action for Separated Children in Ireland (ASCI)

made a submission on the Immigration, Residence and

Protection Bill 2010 to the Select Committee on Justice,

Defence and Women’s Rights.  In its submission, ASCI

called for the Bill, as far as children are concerned, to be

viewed from a child protection perspective rather than

purely a migration issue.  The submission also highlighted

the opportunity presented by the Bill to incorporate key

principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

into Irish legislation.  The Immigration, Residence and

Protection Bill 2010 made very slow progress through the

Dáil during 2010 and eventually was not enacted by the

previous Government.

Other work in this policy area included membership of the

Child Trafficking Working Group, in the Anti-Human

Trafficking Unit of the Department of Justice and Equality;

membership of the OMCYA’s Oversight Group, comprising

Jillian van Turnhout and members of the OMCYA and the

HSE; membership of the interview panel for the Barnardos

Separated Children’s Officer position; and participation in

the HSE/NGO Forum on Separated Children, facilitated by

the One Foundation. At the request of the HSE, the

Alliance compiled an information table for the HSE of

supports and services provided by member organisations

that may be of benefit to separated children.  The table

was circulated to member organisations for their input

before its dissemination to HSE and relevant agencies

working with separated children.  

The Body Shop’s

Chris Davis, Head

of Global

Campaigns, joins

Chief Executive

Jillian van Turnhout,

RTE Fair City

actress Lisa

Harding, RTE’s

Keelin Shanley and

staff of the Grafton

Street Dublin

branch of The Body

Shop to launch the

global petition
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Children’s Mental Health Coalition
The Alliance continues to work with Amnesty International

Ireland in leading the Children’s Mental Health Coalition.

More than 50 organisations now support the Coalition’s

vision that Ireland should be one of the best places in the

world to be a child, where every child’s right to mental

health is realised.  

Alliance Chief Executive, Jillian van Turnhout, as Chair of

the Children’s Mental Health Coalition, called on the Irish

Government to respond to the crisis in the State’s mental

health services. A number of high-level meetings with

statutory officials took place. In July, representatives from

the Children’s Mental Health Coalition, including a child

who had been admitted to an adult ward aged just 15

years, met with the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs,

Barry Andrews TD and Minister for Mental Health and

Disability, John Moloney TD.  

To coincide with the start of the new Dáil term, on 29

September, Jillian van Turnhout (in her capacity as Coalition

Chair), Clive Byrne of the National Association of Principals

and Deputy Principals, and students from St Mac Dara’s

Community College, Templeogue, Dublin, presented

Minister Barry Andrews TD and Minister John Moloney TD

with giant pencil cases, displaying campaign messages on

mental health.  The students asked the Ministers to put

children’s mental health at the top of their ‘to-do’ list for the

new Dáil term.  The presentation took place outside the

gates of the Dáil and the event generated some good

media coverage, including top billing on RTE Radio News

at One. 

In December, the Children’s Mental Health Coalition made

a submission to the Independent Monitoring Group of ‘A

Vision for Change’.  The submission was based on the

recommendations of the Children’s Mental Health Coalition

manifesto, and input was received from a number of

Coalition members. 

Pictured are St MacDara’s Community College students and Alliance Chief Executive, Jillian van Turnhout, with the then Minister for

Children and Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews TD and Minister for Disability and Mental Health, John Moloney TD
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Eurochild
The Alliance was designated as Eurochild’s Irish partner for

its ‘End Child Poverty’ campaign for 2010, to mark the

European Year Against Poverty and Social Exclusion.  The

campaign calls on the European Commission to adopt a

Recommendation on Child Poverty and Well-being.  The

Alliance raised awareness of the online petition and

encouraged member organisations to lend their support to

this important cause by signing the petition.

In advance of the June European Council meeting, the

Alliance and Eurochild jointly wrote to the Taoiseach asking

him to put children’s interests at the heart of the Europe

2020 Strategy.  Specifically, the letter urged the Taoiseach

to use his influence to ensure that Europe 2020 included a

quantifiable target to reduce child poverty across Europe, a

reinforced framework for cooperation on social objectives,

and a funding programme and governance structure that

engages all stakeholders in achieving the EU’s goal of a

genuinely inclusive Europe. 

The Alliance once again participated fully in the work of

Eurochild in 2011, attending the Eurochild Annual

Conference: ‘Building brighter futures through effective

partnerships’ in Orebro, Sweden from 3-6 November 2010.

The conference explored the theme of ‘partnership’ and its

role in ending child poverty.  The Alliance chaired a

workshop where the Child Poverty Unit, at HM Treasury,

gave an input on the UK Child Poverty Act.  A

representative from the End Child Poverty Coalition

provided a response to the presentation.

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
On 3 June, the Alliance and representatives from the

Steering Committee for Ireland’s National Plan of Action to

Address Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) met with Mary

Harney TD, the then Minister for Health and Children.  The

focus of this meeting was to discuss the Government’s

proposed Female Genital Mutilation Bill.  The Steering

Committee welcomed the Government’s commitment to

publish this important legislation and offered to assist with

the consultation process.  During the meeting, it was

raised as a point of concern that there is no explicit

reference to FGM in ‘Children First: National Guidelines for

the Protection and Welfare of Children’.  As per Minister

Harney’s suggestion, a letter was sent from the Steering

Committee to the Minister for Children, Barry Andrews TD,

to highlight this issue. 

In August, in response to the consultation, the Alliance

made an individual submission and also contributed to the

submission of the National Steering Committee.  The

Alliance warmly welcomed and endorsed the Department’s

proposals to adopt a clear definition of FGM and to include

powers of extraterritoriality.  The submission also called for

the prohibition on the use of a defence of ‘consent’ to the

offence of FGM, education and awareness-raising initiatives

among communities where FGM may be practised, and

care and support to women and girls who have undergone

FGM.  

In October, following submissions made by the Alliance

and the FGM Steering Committee on new legislative

proposals to prohibit FGM, the Minister for Health and

Children indicated that the text of the new Criminal Justice

(Female Genital Mutilation) Bill was being finalised and

Government approval would be sought shortly on the Bill

itself and its publication.

The Bill was published in the Seanad in January 2011 and

remains in the Seanad’s work plan for 2011. 

Action for Aftercare
Action for Aftercare is a coalition of groups (including the

Alliance) working with, or on behalf of, young people who

have been in State Care or engaged with aftercare

services.  The group is concerned at the inadequate

provision of aftercare services.  During 2010, the group

lobbied for an amendment to Section 45 of the 1991 Child

Care Act to ensure that every child has a statutory right to

aftercare and for the adoption by the HSE of

comprehensive national standards in this area.

Vietnam Association for Protection of

Children’s Rights
Maria Corbett, Alliance Policy Director, spent one week in

August with the Vietnam Association for Protection of

Children’s Rights (VAPCR) in Hanoi, Vietnam.  This was

Maria’s second visit, having visited VAPCR the preceding

year.  The purpose of the visit was for the Alliance to share

its learning, methodology and skills with VAPCR, with a

specific focus to assist in the preparation of a report similar

to the Alliance’s Report Card series.  VAPCR has carried

out an evaluation at local level of the implementation of

Vietnam’s 2001 – 2010 National Strategic Programme on

Children, Care and Protection.  It is hoped that this

advocacy work will effect positive change for children’s

rights in Vietnam.  The relationship between the Alliance

and VAPCR is funded and supported by the One

Foundation.   
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Meeting with Indonesian State

Delegation
The Alliance co-ordinated an NGO roundtable event in May

for the State delegation from Aceh province in Indonesia.

The event was attended by Alliance staff and member

organisations, including Barnardos, Irish Association of

Young People in Care (IAYPIC) and the Irish Society for the

Prevention of Cruelty to Children (ISPCC).  The delegation

was in Ireland as guests of UNICEF and came to learn

about the National Children's Strategy, as they seek to

develop a similar strategy for the Aceh province.  The

Alliance presented on the role of NGOs in the development

and monitoring of the National Children’s Strategy and

provided advice on the development of strategies to

advance children’s rights and child protection.  

NGO Forum for National Children’s

Rights Coalitions
The Alliance gave a presentation to the 6th European NGO

Forum for National Children’s Rights Coalitions, in Florence,

Italy in October.  The Alliance presented on the topic of

‘Children’s Rights Networking’ and received positive

feedback on the presentation.  This was the first time the

Alliance had attended this event, which takes place every

two years.  It was a useful networking and learning

experience.  
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Aim 4: Ensure Robust Internal Capacity to Maintain 

a Professional and Credible Organisation 

Social Partnership
The Community and Voluntary (CV) Pillar of Social

Partnership remains active and continues to provide a

voice for the groups it represents.  During 2010, the CV

Pillar agreed to become more vocal in response to the

economic crisis.  Consequently, on 7 September, the CV

Pillar launched its ‘5 point integrated recovery strategy’.

The work of the CV Pillar proved popular with political

representatives, particularly its briefing for TDs and

Senators in October, which was attended by all 17 CV

Pillar organisations (with the Alliance playing a very active

role) and 70 Oireachtas members – and which was

subsequently noted in Dáil debates.  

The CV Pillar also undertook a series of bilateral meetings

with Government departments, with the Alliance

coordinating and chairing the bilateral with the OMCYA.

The CV Pillar meeting with the Minister for Finance in

relation to Budget 2011 in November was chaired by Jillian

van Turnhout.  The Alliance called for the need to protect

the success of the universal free pre-school year; to think

creatively and use the economic crisis as an opportunity

for reform; and the importance of good collaboration and

cooperation between civil servants and NGOs.  The

meeting with the Department of the Taoiseach proved a

useful opportunity to reinforce the Alliance’s commitment

to Social Partnership. 

For the second time in two years, the Alliance organised

an ‘away day’ for the CV Pillar to discuss the Pillar’s

strategy in advance of the Budget.  In 2010, Professor Karl

Whelan, UCD Economist, was asked to present his

analysis of the current economic situation and provide a

critique of the Pillar’s five-point integrated recovery strategy

paper. 

Earlier in the year, in May and June, the Alliance attended

the Health Linkage Group meeting, which prepares the

agenda for the CV Pillar meeting with the Department of

Health and HSE officials, and the meeting with the

Department of An Taoiseach regarding the Europe 2020

Strategy.

The Alliance nominated Niamh Gallagher, the Alliance’s

Research and Policy Analyst, for membership of the

National Economic and Social Committee (NESC) and she

was elected as the first alternate member.

European Economic and Social Committee

(EESC)
Once again, the CV Pillar nominated Jillian van Turnhout as

its representative to the European Economic and Social

Committee (EESC) for its new term: from October 2010 to

September 2015.  This nomination was approved by

Government.  In this role, she participated in the European

Commission’s 5th Forum on the Rights of the Child in

Brussels, on 14 October, and represents the EESC on the

Steering Group of the Forum on the Rights of the Child.  

As well as being a member of the EESC, she is also

rapporteur on children’s rights, and went to Chongqing in

China in the summer to outline the EU’s perspective on

children’s rights. This was the 7th Meeting of the EU-China

Roundtable and the first time that China and the EU

officially discussed their positions on children’s rights.  A

further meeting was held in Brussels in December, where

Jillian presented her report on the Rights of the Child, with

the final EU-China statement agreeing ‘to undertake further

research and present a proposal on EU-China cooperation

to prevent and combat human trafficking and to protect

child victims’.  It is hoped that the Conclusions emanating

from the EU-China Roundtable would spur representatives

to initiate stronger policies in the area of children’s rights.

Jillian van Turnhout with Mrs Lu, her co-rapporteur, in China
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Communications

Public Affairs 
In late 2010, the Alliance rolled out a new in-house service

for member organisations, entitled the ‘Oireachtas

Monitor’.  An email-based communication, it provides a

round-up of children’s rights issues discussed in the

Oireachtas, including debates, written and oral questions,

and Committee sessions.  A free weekly update, it offers

vital intelligence to help support members in their lobbying

of Government and the Oireachtas generally – a similar

service would cost several thousand euros, if

commissioned independently.

In 2010, the Alliance took part in the Advocacy Initiative,

funded by Atlantic Philanthropies, and jointly organised by

Middlequarter and Montague Communications to explore

the principles, practices and experience of policy advocacy

by the Community and Voluntary Sector. A survey of the

Initiative’s participants named the Alliance as the second

most effective non-profit organisation in its advocacy work,

which evidences the success of the organisation,

particularly given its small staff.

An intensive lobbying schedule was followed by the Chief

Executive, Jillian van Turnhout, in 2010, which ensured

numerous meetings with key Government officials on a

range of children’s rights issues.  Much of the Alliance’s

success is based on these face-to-face lobbying sessions,

many of which are held without media awareness.

Similarly, engagement with the Oireachtas

in 2010 was extensive, particularly in

relation to the Constitution, culminating in

on-the-ground support for the Labour and

Sinn Féin tabled motion for a debate in the

Dáil, seeking to establish the necessary

Constitutional Amendment Bill in May, and

launch of the online pledge wall, illustrating

the support of TDs and senators for

constitutional reform, in the autumn. 

Media and Public Relations 
The Alliance has further developed its role as a media hub

for member organisations, which allows the Alliance to

provide journalists with relevant information and the most

appropriate spokesperson. A system for rapid responses

has also been developed in relation to Alliance policy

issues, thus helping to ensure that journalists are

responded to as quickly as possible, and the most up-to-

date Alliance position can be communicated.

Overall, 42 press releases and statements were circulated

in 2010, with the number of media enquiries from

journalists increasing from 133 the preceding year to 186,

and resulting in 176 articles or letters to editors in the print

media, and numerous radio and television appearances,

including RTE’s main TV news shows, News2Day,

Frontline, PrimeTime and popular radio programmes, such

as The Marian Finucane Show, Drivetime, Today FM’s The

Last Word, and Newstalk’s The Right Hook. 

Media relations is improving year on year at the Alliance

and this is indicative of the excellent and thorough policy

work and quality contributions made by the spokesperson

to key national programmes on television and radio.  Pick-

up in local media was built upon since 2009, with specific

communication avenues now in place with key local radio

stations, and local newspapers.  For example, Clare

Champion has featured the Alliance regularly, including

reserving its front page for the Report Card in January.  

Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, and Justice Catherine McGuinness and Sally Anne

Kinahan, members of the External Assessment Panel, speaking to the media at the

successful launch of Report Card 2010
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In December, the Alliance presented at a seminar on

‘Children and the Media’, hosted by the Press

Ombudsman and Press Council of Ireland.  The seminar

explored the role of the media in reporting issues, where

children are the subject of the story, for example as victims

or perpetrators of crimes, and the general portrayal of

children in the media.  Earlier in the year, the Alliance had

written to the Editor of the Irish Mail on Sunday (which was

also sent to the Press Ombudsman) in relation to their

article in which pictures of young children, with identifying

information, were published.  The Alliance was asked to

take this action by the family concerned, who had been

supported by our member organisation, the Irish Foster

Care Association.

Marketing
In 2010, the Alliance explored new ways of communicating

with its member organisations and other interested groups

and individuals, further developing its engagement with

social media, in a bid to build a dedicated audience for the

aims and objectives of the organisation as a whole. The

Alliance is on Facebook and Twitter, and has, respectively,

nearly 3,000 fans and nearly 500 followers, to date. The

Alliance sees social media as a vital communications tool

as it reaches new audiences, accelerates the speed and

intimacy in which recipients receive information, thereby

driving traffic to the web site.  An important element of this

is ensuring that policy issues are highlighted appropriately

when disseminated through these forms of media.

Consequently, a social networking policy was drawn up.

Web site traffic increased in 2010 by 17% from 2009.  

The Podcast Series was capitalised upon again in 2010,

with eight published in all, on subjects ranging from

constitutional reform to the elimination of sex trafficking of

children and young people.  A special edition podcast was

launched to commemorate the World Day for the

Prevention of Child Abuse on 19 November with expert Dr.

Patrick Randall, Chair of the National Organisation for the

Treatment of Abusers (NOTA), which is a member

organisation. Dr Randall spoke of his extensive experience

in the treatment of sex abusers, having worked in various

treatment facilities, including the Granada Institute in the

UK.  

The Alliance continued to produce a quarterly newsletter

throughout 2010, as well as two special edition

newsletters: one on literacy and the other celebrating the

21st anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the

Child and constitutional reform.  The Alliance was also

responsive and proactive in its production of policy and

other papers in 2010.  

full list of Alliance publications in 2010

Report Card 2010, January 2010

Briefing Note on the Joint Committee on the

Constitutional Amendment on Children and Related

Work of the Children’s Rights Alliance, January 2010

Briefing Paper on Female Genital Mutilation (FGM): A

Children’s Rights Issue, February 2010 

Briefing Note on a Targeted Child Income Support

Payment, February 2010

Briefing Note on Child and Family Tax Credits: the UK

Experience, March 2010

Submission to the Department of Social and Family

Affairs, Value for Money Review of Child Income

Supports, March 2010

Briefing Note on the Final Report of the Joint Committee

on the Constitutional Amendment on Children, Prepared

for Alliance Member Organisations, March 2010

Briefing Note on Child Literacy, March 2010

Children’s Rights Alliance Submission to the Law Reform

Commission on: Children and the Law: Medical

treatment, April 2010

Strengthening Children’s Rights in the Constitution, June

2010 (Second Edition)

Children’s Rights Alliance Ireland Response to the

European Commission’s Consultation on the Rights of

the Child, July 2010 

Briefing Paper on Female Genital Mutilation (FGM): A

Children’s Rights Issue, August 2010 (Second edition)

Pre-Budget Submission to the Department of Social

Protection, September 2010

Analysis of Budget 2011 and its Impact on Children,

December 2010

Joint work

International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital

Mutilation: Briefing Paper on FGM and National Steering

Committee Progress for Ireland, February 2010

Saving Childhood Ryan, May 2010

ECPAT International, Country Progress Report

[IRELAND], (developed in collaboration with Children's

Rights Alliance), July 2010 

Children's Rights Alliance, ECPAT International and The

Body Shop, Country Progress Report [IRELAND] –

Executive Summary, July 2010    

Findings from the End Child Poverty Coalition Scoping

Document on a Second Tier Child Income Support

Payment, August 2010  

Pre-Budget Submission (End Child Poverty Coalition),

September 2010 

Securing an Integrated National Recovery Strategy,

(Community and Voluntary Pillar), October 2010 

Action for Separated Children in Ireland Submission to

the Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Women’s

Rights on the Provisions of the Immigration, Residence

and Protection Bill 2010 with Regards to Separated

Children, October 2010
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There were six meetings of the Board during 2010.  The Alliance thanks all Board members for their work during the year

and for their continuing involvement and support.

Information Support
Though the Alliance is not a public information service, over 200 requests for information were received from the public in

2010 – a slight increase from 2009.  Alliance staff members normally refer enquirers on to statutory organisations and NGO

service providers that can assist the enquirer, or, if appropriate, assist the enquirer to resolve the issue.  

Queries are monitored and reviewed on a quarterly basis; the Alliance uses this information to keep abreast of issues of

public concern and to identify information needs for its knowledge bank, specifically the resources section of the web site

and its library, and to inform policy.

Breakdown of

queries by category

Chairperson Paul Gilligan 

Vice-Chairperson Margaret Burns Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice

Treasurer Michael McLoughlin Youth Work Ireland 

Director Carmel Corrigan 

Director Fergus Finlay Barnardos

Director Liam Herrick Irish Penal Reform Trust

Director Áine Lynch National Parents Council (Primary)

Director Fr. Peter McVerry, S.J. Peter McVerry Trust 

Director Mary O’Connor Children in Hospital Ireland

Director Caroline O’Sullivan ISPCC 

Board Members 
At the 14th Annual General Meeting of the Children’s Rights Alliance, held on 8 June in Dublin’s European Union House,

Professor Nóirín Hayes, former Chair and founding Board member of the Alliance retired from her position as Board

member.  Paul Gilligan extended his sincere thanks on behalf of the Alliance for Nóirín’s commendable work, dedication

and passion to the work of the Alliance since its inception.  New members elected to the Board in 2010 were Carmel

Corrigan, an independent researcher, and Fergus Finlay, Chief Executive of Barnardos.

The following Board of Directors were elected (and re-elected) in 2010:
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Board Governance
In early 2010, the Alliance finalised its Governance

Handbook, which was circulated to the Board.  The

purpose of the handbook is to outline the governance

policy of the Alliance and was completed with reference to

the amended Memorandum and Articles of Association.    

The Audit Committee welcomed the appointment of Paula

Doherty of Irlandia Investments as the Committee’s

external member; she joined Audit Committee Chair,

Michael McLoughlin, and Liam Herrick. Paula is a qualified

accountant and has many years’ experience, of both

conducting audits and working with auditors on reporting

and system controls.     

Staff Members 
In late 2010, the Alliance recruited Louise Dromey as

Funding Strategy Researcher to assist in the preparation of

a new Funding Strategy, with special responsibility for

research into potential funders and

the drawing up of key findings and

recommendations. 

From September 2010 to January

2011, Carys Thomas,

Communications Director, took

unpaid leave; during her period

away, Róisín Fitzgerald assisted the

Alliance as Communications Officer

to secure strong, proactive media

coverage for the Alliance and issues

of concern. The Alliance would like

to extend its thanks to Róisín for her

fantastic contribution to the

organisation during this time.

In 2010, the Alliance developed a Brown Bag Lunch Series

for staff; these are lunch time conversations conducted by

a guest speaker on a particular issue or to provide an

overview of the work of their organisation. In 2010, two

member organisations were invited to attend – the National

Parents Council (Primary) and the Irish Association of

Social Workers – along with Body Whys, Older and Bolder

and The Irish Catholic Newspaper.  Staff members very

much enjoy these lunches, which provide useful learning

on a personal and organisational level.

Internships 
Ashley Hodges worked off-site as an intern with the

Alliance in June 2010.  Ashley was with the Summer

Internship Programme with the College of Law University of

Tulsa, USA.  Ashley provided the Alliance with an

interesting piece of research in relation to the “in camera

rule” as it applies to both Ireland and other jurisdictions.

Many thanks to Ashley for her sterling work.

Chief Executive Jillian van Turnhout Full-time

Policy Director Maria Corbett Full-time

Communications Director Carys Thomas Full-time

Office Manager Mairéad Somerville Full-time

Information Officer Ken Reid Full-time

Research and Policy Analyst Niamh Gallagher Full-time

Research and Policy Officer Emma McKinley Full-time 

Administrator Ciara Murphy Part-time 

Funding Strategy Researcher Louise Dromey       Full-time (temporary) 

Staff members outside the Alliance office

Current staff members are listed above.
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Newstalk Women Mean Business Social

Entrepreneur of the Year 2010
The Alliance was delighted that Jillian van Turnhout, Chief

Executive, was awarded the Newstalk Women Mean

Business Social Entrepreneur of the Year 2010.  Jillian

received this prestigious award at the WMB conference

and award ceremony in Dublin’s Shelbourne hotel on 27

September; the theme of the 2010 Awards was ‘Believe in

Change’.  Jillian works tirelessly for the Alliance and other

organisations, and this award is testimony to her altruism

and commitment to social justice issues.

Annual General Meeting 
The AGM was held on 8 June in Dublin’s European Union

House. The Alliance was grateful to Elizabeth Canavan,

Principal Officer of the Child and Youth Service

Development Unit of the OMCYA, for her presentation,

which provided useful information relating to the OMCYA’s

Prevention and Early Intervention models as well as the

timetable for a new Children’s Strategy.  

New Members
The Alliance was delighted to welcome three new member

organisations in 2010.

The Child and Family Research Centre (CRFC), NUI

Galway, is a partnership between the Health Service

Executive and National University of Ireland, Galway. Based

in the School of Political Science and Sociology, the CRFC

undertakes research, education and training in the area of

family support and youth development.

Doras Luimni aim to promote and protect the rights of all

migrants, including asylum seekers, refugees and migrant

workers.  Its role is to support migrants on a personal level,

while engaging in advocacy with them and for their

collective interests.  

Start Strong was originally founded in 2004 as the Irish

Childcare Policy Network (ICPN), a coalition of

organisations and individuals interested in progressing

childcare and early learning policies in Ireland.  Start Strong

is committed to advancing high quality care and education

as a right for all young children in Ireland. Its advocacy

work is built on clear evidence of the benefits this brings

for children, for the economy and for society.

Funding
In 2010 the Alliance continued to receive funding from

three main sources: The Atlantic Philanthropies, the ONE

Foundation and the Department of Community, Equality

and Gaeltacht Affairs.  The Alliance is grateful for the

funders’ continued support.

The Alliance continues to work on developing a Funding

and Strategic Plan for 2012 – 2017. 

Elizabeth Canavan, Principal Officer of the Child and Youth Service Development

Unit of the OMCYA, speaking at the 2010 AGM

Jillian van Turnhout

accepting Newstalk

WMB Social

Entrepreneur of the

Year Award 2010

from Frank Cronin,

Chief Executive of

Newstalk, and

Rosemary Delaney,

WMB Managing

Editor. 
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Alcohol Action Ireland

Amnesty International

Ana Liffey Children’s Project 

The Ark, a cultural centre for children 

Assoc. for Criminal Justice Research & Development 

Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland 

ATD Fourth World 

Barnardos 

Barretstown

BeLonG To  

Border Counties Childcare Network 

CARI 

Catholic Guides of Ireland 

Catholic Youth Care 

The Child and Family Research Centre, NUIG

Childminding Ireland 

Children in Hospital Ireland 

City of Dublin YMCA 

COPE Galway  

Crosscare Aftercare Unit 

Crosscare Drug & Alcohol Awareness Programme 

DIT - School of Social Sciences & Legal Studies 

Down Syndrome Ireland 

Doras Luimni

Dublin Rape Crisis Centre 

Dun Laoghaire Refugee Project 

Educate Together 

Education Department UCD 

Enable Ireland 

Focus Ireland 

Forbairt Naíonraí Teo 

Foróige 

Gay and Lesbian Equality Network (GLEN) 

Headstrong 

Home Start National Office Ireland 

Irish Assoc. of Young People in Care (IAYPIC) 

Irish Secondary Student’s Union (ISSU) 

Inclusion Ireland 

Inspire Ireland Foundation Ltd 

Integrating Ireland 

International Adoption Association 

IPPA, the Early Childhood Organisation 

Irish Autism Action 

Irish Association of Hospital Play Staff 

Irish Association of Social Care Workers 

Irish Association of Social Workers 

Irish Association of Suicidology 

Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUIG 

Irish Congress of Trade Unions 

Irish Council for Civil Liberties 

Irish Foster Care Association 

Irish Girl Guides 

Irish National Teachers Organisation 

Irish Penal Reform Trust 

Irish Refugee Council 

Irish Traveller Movement 

Irish Youth Foundation 

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (ISPCC)

Jack & Jill Children’s Foundation 

Jesuit Centre for Faith & Justice 

Junglebox FDYS 

Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership 

Kilbarrack Youth Project 

La Leche League of Ireland 

Lifestart National Office 

Mary Immaculate College 

Matt Talbot Community Trust 

Miss Carr’s Children’s Home 

Mothers’ Union 

Mounttown Neighbourhood Youth Project 

National Association for Parent Support 

National Children’s Nurseries Association 

National Parents Council (Post-Primary) 

National Parents Council (Primary) 

National Youth Council of Ireland 

National Organisation for the Treatment of Abusers (NOTA) 

OPEN 

One Family 

One in Four 

Parentline 

Pavee Point 

Peter McVerry Trust 

PLANET 

Psychological Society of Ireland 

Saoirse Housing Association 

SAOL Project – SAOL Beag Children’s Centre 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

SPARK (Support Project for Adolescent Refugee Kids)

Spunout.ie 

Start Strong

St. Nicholas Montessori College 

St. Nicholas Montessori Society 

Step by Step Child & Family Project 

Sugradh 

Teen Counselling

Treoir 

UNICEF Ireland 

YAP (Youth Advocate Programme) Ireland 

Youth Initiative in Partnership 

Youth Work Ireland

List of Members




