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Legal Developments 

 

Commencement of key sections of the Children and Family Relationships Act, 2015 

A number of key sections of the Children and Family Relationships Act 2015 including those 

relating to guardianship, custody and access came into force on 18 January 2016. Step-parents, 

civil partners and cohabiting partners can now apply to become guardians of a child or for 

custody. A child’s best interests will be the paramount consideration for the court in 

proceedings on guardianship, custody or access. 

  

Commencement of the Protection of Children’s Health (Tobacco Smoke in Mechanically 

Propelled Vehicles) Act, 2014 

The Protection of Children’s Health (Tobacco Smoke in Mechanically Propelled Vehicles) Act 

2014 was signed into law in December 2015 and took effect from January 2016. It is now an 

offence for anyone to smoke a tobacco product in a vehicle where a child is present, or to allow 

someone else to smoke in the vehicle. The offence will be enforced by the Gardaí and carries a 

fixed penalty of €100 with the option of tougher penalties of up to €1,000 for failing to stop or 

providing inaccurate details. 

 

Child Care (Amendment) Act 2015 [Seanad] 

The Act obliges Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, to prepare an aftercare plan for an eligible 

child or eligible young person. The Act places a duty on Tusla to identify the child or young 

person’s need for assistance and to prepare a plan that addresses these needs. 

 

International Protection Act 2015 

The Act reforms the system for determining applications for international protection in Ireland 

through the introduction of a single applications procedure. See our press release here. 

 

Mental Health (Amendment) Act 2008 

The Act amends the law on Mental Health in relation to the use of involuntary procedures. 
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Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Bill 2015 

The Bill intends to give effect to Directive No. 2011/93/EU of the European Parliament and of 

the Council on combating the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and child 

pornography. It provides for offences relating to payment for sexual activity with prostitutes, 

offensive conduct of a sexual nature and harassment of victims of sexual offences and to 

provide for related matters. The Bill had reached Second Stage in the Dail before the General 

Election was called. 

 

Policy and Political Developments 

 

Government announces an increase to the Direct Provision Allowance 

In January 2016 the Government announced an increase to the Direct Provision Allowance 

(DPA) for children by an additional €6 – the first increase in almost 16 years. The increase brings 

the payment to €15.60 per week for each child, however, this commitment falls far short of the 

recommended increase to €29.80 as put forward by the Working Group Report on the 

Protection Process in June 2015. For more information see our press release here. 

  

Children and Young People's Participation Database launched 

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs has launched the children and young people’s 

participation database. This database is the first stage of development of the Children and 

Young People’s Participation Hub, which is one of the key actions for DCYA under the National 

Strategy on Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-making (2015-2020). The Hub 

will become the national centre for excellence on children and young people’s participation in 

decision-making and will be fully functioning by the end of 2016. 

  

Commitment made to allow children in Direct Provision to make complaints to Ombudsman for 

Children 

In February the Minister for Justice and Equality, Frances Fitzgerald TD, made a commitment in 

principle to allow asylum-seeking living in Direct Provision to have their complaints 

independently examined by the Ombudsman for Children. The Minister’s commitment (which is 

subject to the advice of the Attorney General) would further implementation of the Working 

Group report published last summer on ‘Improvements to the Protection Process’. It will allow 

children to make a complaint to the Ombudsman for Children, Dr Niall Muldoon, with adults 

entitled to complain to the Ombudsman, Peter Tyndall. For more information see our press 

release here. 

  

Launch of capital funding totalling €4 million for Early Years services in 2016 

This capital funding is specifically for pre-school providers – both community/not-for-profit and 

private providers – who want to expand their services to cater for more children from 

September 2016. The funding will be made available for build / fit out / refurbishment of an 

additional room/extension; minor building alterations; and costs for additional play equipment, 

up to a maximum of €10,000. 
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TUSLA appointed new Chief Executive 

Fred McBride has been appointed as the new Chief Executive of Tusla. Mr McBride is currently 

Tusla’s Chief Operations Officer and will take up his new position in March on the retirement of 

Gordon Jeyes. 

 

International Developments 

 

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child issues its Concluding Observations on Ireland 

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child met with the Irish Government on its children’s 

rights record. On 4 February 2016, the Committee issued its findings and roadmap for reform. 

You can view the Committee’s findings and reccomendations here. 

  

The Children’s Rights Alliance working with its members played a pivotal role in shaping the 

discussion between the Committee and the Irish Government. We submitted a report – Are we 

there yet? - to the Committee in 2015 and briefed them in a confidential session. With the 

support of the Alliance and UNICEF Ireland, the children of Ireland also played an important 

role. They submitted their report – Picture Your Rights - and made their own presentation to the 

Committee in June 2015. The Committee’s findings are wide ranging, spanning from health, 

education, play, youth justice, suicide and the voting age. 

 

Our UNCRC member Steering Group held its final meeting last week and has now concluded its 

work. We are now looking at developing a strategy to promote the Concluding Observations 

that will include a campaign tool for members and a follow up event in Autumn 2016. 

  

Call for submissions on the Human Rights of Children in the context of international migration 

The Committee on Migrant Workers and the Committee on the Rights of the Child are 

developing a Joint General Comment on the human rights of children in the context of 

international migration. They are calling for submissions to be sent by 29 February 2016. 

 

Employment Opportunities 

 Barnardos: Various Vacancies – various closing dates 
 Belong To: Finance and Administrative Assistant – Closing date 22 February 
 Doras Luimní: Various Vacancies – Closing date 26 February 
 Educate Together: Education and Support Programme Manager – Closing date 22 

February 
 EPIC: Advocacy Officer – Closing date 22 February 
 Focus Ireland: Various Vacancies – various closing dates 
 Foróige: Various Vacancies – Various Closing Dates 
 HSE’s Mental Health Division: Service Improvement Team – Closing date 22 February 
 Peter McVerry Trust: Various Vacancies – Various Closing Dates 
 Union of Students in Ireland: Student Engagement Coordinator – Closing date 22 

February 
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Training Opportunities 

 Ag Eisteacht: Various Courses – various dates 
 Barnardos: Spring 2016 Public Training Events – various dates 
 Kimmage Development Studies Centre: Various Courses – various dates 
 University of Leiden: Master of Laws in Advanced Studies in International Children’s 

Rights – 1 April 
 Carmichael Centre: Child Protection - Information Session – 5 April 

Funding Opportunities 

 European Commission: Action grants to support transnational projects aiming to build 

capacity for professionals in child protection systems and legal professionals representing 

children in legal proceedings -Closing 4 May 
 The Community Foundation: #Belonging16 Grants – Rolling deadline 

Recent Publications 

 

Children's Rights Alliance 

 Plan to End Poverty among Children and Young People – A Detailed Analysis of the 
Issues 

 What are the Political Parties Promising for Children in General Election 2016? 
  

Non-governmental 

 UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, Concluding Observations on Ireland 
 Kids’ Own, The Bouncing Away project 
 Start Strong, Early Years #GE16 Campaign 
 University College Cork, Family Law Information  
 CRIN, The UN Committee On The Rights Of Persons With Disabilities And Children’s 

Rights - An Analysis 
 Kimmage Development Studies Centre, Child Protection and Safeguarding Resources 
 Child Care Law Reporting Project, Case Histories 2015 Volume 4 
 National Anti-Bullying Research and Resource Centre (ABC) at Dublin City University, 

National Anti-Bullying website  
 Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission, Strategy Statement 2016-2018  
 Child Rights International Network, The UN Committee On The Rights Of Persons With 

Disabilities And Children’s Rights - An Analysis 

Statutory  

 Prof Geoffrey Shannon, Eighth Report of the Special Rapporteur on Child Protection 
 Department of Social Protection, Social Impact Assessment of the Welfare and Income 

Tax Measures in Budget 2016 
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 Department of Health, Healthy Ireland:  National Physical Activity Plan 
 Department of Justice and Equality, Second National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and 

Gender-based Violence 2016-2021 

Upcoming Events  

 European Commission: Public consultation on the review of the European Disability 
Strategy 2010-2020 -  Closing 18 March 

 Foroige, Youth Citizenship Awards - Closing 18 March 
 Global Partnership to End Violence against Children: Consultation to inform and shape 

the Partnership’s five-year strategy – Closing 15 March 
 Irish Refugee Council: Single Protection Procedure Seminar – 3 March 
 NUIG Centre for Disability Law & Policy: 2016 Summer School – 20-26 June 
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