
 

 
 

We all have a role to play in the European Union, and each and 

every MEP can make a difference to the lives of the 100 million 

children living in the 27 countries of the EU.  Decisions made at 

EU level affect the lives of children both in the EU and globally.   

 

• The EU has committed to working on a EU strategy on 

children’s rights.  This work is only beginning.  

• There is currently no cross-party group on children’s 

rights in the European Parliament. This is important to 

give an opportunity for MEPs from different parties to 

work together.  

• Approximately 19 million children are at risk of poverty 

in the EU and one fifth of children do not have basic 

standards of literacy and numeracy. 

• EU cooperation is crucial to tackle cross-border 

problems, such as missing children and child 

pornography.  

 

 

Suggested questions to ask your MEP candidates: 
 

1. What would you do, as an MEP, to make a 
difference to the lives of children? 

2. How will you engage with children, here in Ireland, 
in order to effectively advocate for their rights at 
EU level? 

3. Would you be willing to become a member of a 
cross-party group on children’s rights?  

4. Is the solution to cross-border issues, such as 
missing children and child pornography, in the 
hands of Ireland or the EU?   

Feedback the candidates answers to: info@childrensrights.ie  

For further information about the European and local elections, 

go to: www.childrensrights.ie  

 

Every question asked makes a difference to children! 

Thank You ☺☺☺☺ 

 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of over 90 non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) working to secure the rights and 

needs of children in Ireland, by campaigning for the full implementation 

of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  It aims to improve the 

lives of all children under 18, through securing the necessary changes in 

Ireland’s laws, policies and services. 

 

 
 

Every local councillor has a crucial role to play in making Ireland 

one of the best places in the world to be a child.  Over 1 million 

children live in Ireland, all of whom are directly affected by the 

work of local councillors.  

 

• Local government delivers a range of familiar and 

everyday services, including childcare provision, sport 

and arts facilities, road safety and welfare and school 

meals. 

• They are in charge of public swimming pools, parks, 

spaces for youth work, and libraries. 

• In the area of play, 62% of local authorities have 

published a play policy and 65% have appointed a play 

officer.  More needs to be done. 

• Local government is charged with investing more than 

5% of GDP in Ireland. 

 

 
 
Suggested questions to ask your local council candidate: 
 

1. How can you help to ensure the roll-out of the 
one-year free early childhood and education 
scheme in my local area?   

2. The right to play is a key provision of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  What will 
you do to help ensure that there are more quality 
play facilities for children, here in my local area?   

3. Older children, teenagers, need space to enjoy a 
good childhood as well.  How will you provide 
them with youth friendly recreational facilities?  

4. Given the current economic downturn, how will I 
know that you are doing your very best to protect 
children from its worst effects, like homelessness?   

Feedback the candidates answers to: info@childrensrights.ie  

For further information about the European and local elections, 

go to: www.childrensrights.ie 

 

Every question asked makes a difference to children! 

Thank You ☺☺☺☺ 

 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of over 90 non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) working to secure the rights and 

needs of children in Ireland, by campaigning for the full implementation 

of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  It aims to improve the 

lives of all children under 18, through securing the necessary changes in 

Ireland’s laws, policies and services. 

 

THANK YOU ☺☺☺☺ THANK YOU ☺☺☺☺ 


