
The Alliance is carrying out an important piece of work to chart the 
progress made on Government commitments arising out of the 
Commission to Inquire  Into Child Abuse Report (Ryan Report).  It is now 
almost 18 months since the publication of the harrowing report, it is vital 
that we keep a very close eye on progress – or lack of – made by 
Government on the commitments it made 

In July 2009, the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews 
TD was tasked with developing an Implementation Plan to deliver on 
Ryan’s recommendations.  The Plan, with a budget of €25 million, 
contains 99 actions in a timeframe extending to December 2011.  The 
Alliance warmly endorsed these actions and believes that, if 
implemented properly, the plan could usher in a progressive new era for 

many children in Ireland.  The Alliance welcomed the publication by the OMCYA of its ‘First Progress 
Report’ on the Ryan Report Implementation Plan this summer. We were pleased to note, among 
other things, progress towards ensuring equity of care for separated children; the Minister for 
Children’s intention to extend HIQA’s remit to the area of child protection; and the commencement 
of a consultation process with children in care.  But in other areas, the lack of accountability and 
progress is inexcusable.  The report does not provide a clear update on how many of the promised 
270 additional social workers have been recruited todate, nor does it signal advancement in putting 
the Children First child protection guidelines on a legislative footing.  We also see no progress in 
developing a comprehensive national out-of-hours social work crisis intervention service.   We read 
about actions being progressed with very few completed, and the overall picture is of a report 
lacking in transparency.  Who are the authors of the report and where does its ownership ultimately 
lie?  We also need clarification on spending: how has the €15m from Budget 2010 been allocated and 
spent? 

The Alliance is conducting its own analysis of progress todate as we see it, and what actions we 
believe need to be prioritised.  The experience of our members is vital to us as we carry out this 
exercise.  We would like to thank members who have offered their inputs so far. Any further insights 
are still very welcome so please email info@childrensrights.ie 

Jillian van Turnhout  

Chief Executive 

Ryan Report Implementation Review 
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Pre-budget Submission 

The Alliance will submit its pre-budget submission in October.   This year, the Alliance is calling for a 
‘smart’ approach to budgeting for children.  ‘Smart’ budgeting means taking policy and budgetary 
decisions for children that are efficient in their use of resources and effective in their ability to 
improve children’s outcomes. We believe that the current financial crisis provides an opportunity for 
reform.  It is no longer possible to rely on more public money to ‘fix’ problems; instead better and 
more creative uses of public money are how problems will be solved.  The Alliance is working with 
the UCD Geary Institute on proposals that reflect this new approach.  We are in the initial phase of 
this initiative – Smart Budgeting for Children’s Futures – and look forward to sharing this work with 
members as it progresses.  

In its submission, the Alliance will ask Government to take a longer-term approach when making 
decisions about policy that affects children.  It will call for clearer links between social and economic 
policies, acknowledging the inter-dependency of the two in improving social mobility, and thus life 
chances for all children.  Maria Corbett, Policy Director, will present the Alliance submission to the 
Minister for Social Protection Éamon Ó Cuív, TD, at the annual pre-budget forum on 8 October.  

New Online 

Poll Question 

Should Alcohol 
Advertising be 

Banned? 

Vote Today! 
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The National Children’s Strategy: Our Children – Their Lives, a 10 year plan 
that has driven children’s policy in Ireland since 2000, comes to an end in 
December 2010.  The Alliance has conducted a review of the Strategy in 
collaboration with our members – Ten Years On: Did the National 

Children’s Strategy deliver on its promises?  This review looks back at the 
ten years of the Strategy and assesses whether it has delivered on its 
objectives.  The document assesses each of the 136 actions of the Strategy 
and has been sent to the OMCYA for their review prior to publication to 
ensure the material presented is accurate and up to-date.  The review is 
intended to provide the space to assess and reflect on the last ten years 
and will be followed by a roundtable with member organisations in late 
2010.  We believe that the second national children’s strategy should build 
on the achievements of the National Children’s Strategy: Our Children – 

Their Lives 2000–2010, but also learn from its shortcomings and take active 
steps to address them.   The National Children’s Advisory Council will have 
a key role in advising the OMCYA on the development of the next National 
Children’s Strategy. 

Member Focus 

 

 

 

 

 

ATD Fourth World is an international NGO 
working in Europe and other regions of the 
world to enable people living in extreme 
poverty to gain access to their fundamental 
rights, be a voice in society and contribute to 
the decision-making process on issues that 
directly affect them as well as on wider issues 
for society.  

Joseph Wresinski, the founder of ATD Fourth 
World, is the inspiration behind 17 October, 

United Nations Day for the Eradication of 

Poverty. 

On 17 October 1987, he proclaimed: ‘Wherever 

men and women are condemned to live in 

poverty, human rights are violated.  To come 

together to ensure that these rights are 

respected is our solemn duty. 

These words are now engraved in English, Irish 
and French on the commemorative stone that 
was unveiled on 17 October 2008 near the 
Famine Memorial in Dublin. 

In Dublin,  the United Nations Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty has been observed 
annually since 2000 and people from different 
walks of life have gathered in a gesture of 
solidarity with those whose daily struggle 
against poverty and exclusion. The 17th 
October 2010 will be a key opportunity to give a 
voice to all.  So please share it with us! 

 

Date: Sunday 17
th

 October 2010 

Place: Custom Quay House  

Time: 12pm 

 
For more information, contact: 
ATD Fourth World-Ireland 
26 Mountjoy Square 
Tel: 01 855 8191 

National Children Strategy 2011-2020 

News in Brief 

• The Irish Penal Reform Trust (IPRT) has published a useful briefing on St. Patrick’s 
Detention School, a medium-security prison for males aged 16 to 21 years.  Over 
many years, multiple reports and UN and EU committees have repeatedly called 
for the immediate closure of St. Patricks’ yet, despite this, 227 children were 
detained there in 2009.  For more, see http://www.iprt.ie/contents/1703  

• The All-Ireland Traveller Health Study was launched on 2 September.  The Study 
is a vital piece of research and its findings will help shape a coherent national 
response to Traveller health issues. The study  is presented in four volumes and 
is available at http://www.dohc.ie/publications/traveller_health_study.html 

• Nominations by the Children’s Rights Alliance to the National Children’s 
Advisory Council: Dr. Tony Bates, Founder Director, Headstrong - National 
Centre for Youth Mental Health; Karla Charles, Advocacy and Policy Officer, 
IAYPIC; Eddie D’Arcy, President of NYCI and Manager Youth Work Services, CYC; 
Ciairín de Buis, Director, Start Strong; Fiona Duignan, Policy & Projects Manager, 
Inclusion Ireland; Suzanne Connolly, Director of Children’s Services, Barnardos; 
Noreen Flynn, Vice President, INTO; Philip Mudge, Chairperson, National Parents 
Council Primary; Caroline O’Sullivan, Director of Services, ISPCC; Elaine Slattery, 
ACJRD and Manager, Céim ar Chéim, Irish Youth Justice/Probation Service 
Education & Training Project, Moyross, Limerick; Jillian van Turnhout, Chief 
Executive, Children’s Rights Alliance.  

 Alternate Nominees: Maria Corbett, Policy Director, Children’s Rights Alliance; 
Ali Dennehy, Senior Information & Advocacy Officer, The Integration Centre; Dr. 
Dympna Devine, Senior Lecturer, School of Education and Lifelong Learning, 
UCD; Sandra Irwin-Gowran, Director of Education Policy Change,  GLEN – Gay 
and Lesbian Equality Network; Liam Herrick, Executive Director, Irish Penal 
Reform Trust; Diarmuid Kearney, Chief Executive, Youth Work Ireland (National 
Youth Federation); Colette Murray, Education and éist Programme Coordinator, 
Pavee Point; Rita O’Reilly, CEO, Parentline; Dr. Margaret Rogers, Head of Service 
Development, Society of St Vincent de Paul; Jason Watson, Irish Association of 
Social Workers. 

• We are currently collating information, facts and figures for our Report Card 
2011 and would like our members to contact us with information  to support  us 
in grading  the Government in implementing its commitments to children. 

• The Alliance would like to congratulate our member organisation GLEN, for  
winning the  Rehab People of the Year Award 2010 on 11 September.  The award  
is recognition of the key role that GLEN has played in carving out a space for  
lesbian and gay people and effecting positive change in Irish society. 

• And continuing on a good news theme, on 1 November the Adoption Act will 
officially come into force! 

Social Partnership: CV Pillar Strategy 
Launch 

The 17 organisations of the Community and Voluntary sector 
Pillar of Social Partnership (of which the Alliance is one) came 
together on 7 September to launch their ‘five-part integrated 
recovery strategy’.  The Strategy outlines how the 
Government can best respond to the current crisis, without 
the most vulnerable groups – including children – bearing the 
brunt of the cuts.   

It calls for, among other things, an increase in the tax take 
through broadening and deepening the tax base; and better 
value for money in the delivery of public services.  Specifically, 
it asks that expenditure be focused on the ‘common good’ to 
provide necessary infrastructure and services for citizens.  The 
Pillar’s recommendations will be discussed with a range of 
Government ministers and officials in the coming weeks, 
including the Office of the Minister for Children and Youth 
Affairs (OMCYA), the Department of Finance and the 
Department of Social Protection. 



Newstalk WMB Social Entrepreneur of the Year Award 2010. Frank Cronin, 
CEO, Newstalk; Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, Children's Rights 
Alliance; and Rosemary Delaney, WMB Managing Editor. 

Children’s Mental Health Coalition Outside the Dáil  
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To coincide with the start of the new Dáil 
term, on 29 September, Jillian van Turnhout 
(in her capacity as Chair of the Children's 
Mental Health Coalition), Clive Byrne of the 
National Association of Principals and 

Deputy Principals, and students from St Mac Dara’s 
Community College, Templeogue, Dublin, presented Minister 
Barry Andrews TD and Minister John Moloney TD with giant 
pencil cases displaying messages on mental health.  The 
students asked the Ministers to put children’s mental health at 
the top of their ‘to do’ list for the new Dáil term. These were 
presented outside the main Dáil gates, Kildare Street, Dublin.  

This was a great opportunity for students from a number of 
schools around the country to add their voice to the more 
than 45 organisations already signed up to the Coalition, by 
writing personal messages to Government Ministers, with 
responsibility for health, justice, education and children, on 
the importance of mental health to children and young 
people.   

T h e  C o a l i t i o n ’ s 
manifesto, published in 
December 2009, sets 
out solutions that will 
breathe life into the 
Government’s four-and-
a-half year old mental 
health policy A Vision 

for Change and 
ultimately, improve the 
lives of children and 
young people in Ireland. 

The Coalition will 
continue to lobby 
Government to deliver 
on the manifesto 

Project: Children in European and 

International Decision-making 

The Alliance is the Irish partner in a European project, 
‘Children’s Views on their Engagement in European and 
International Levels of Decision-Making’.   We are currently 
working in partnership with the Irish Second-Level Students 
Union (ISSU) to hold a national consultative event in Dublin on 
Wednesday, 17 November.  A key component of the project is 
to ensure that children with a cross-section of life experiences 
are supported to take part.  The Alliance has sought 
expressions of interest from member organisations and a 
number of children from Alliance member organisations are 
attending.  The project, funded by the European Commission, 
is co-ordinated by the Children’s Rights Alliance England and 
includes five partner countries: Ireland, England, Austria, 
Estonia/Russia and Romania/Moldova.  The findings from the 
consultation events will feed into one European Report.   

A parallel piece of work by CRAE is a survey to determine how 
NGOs support children to engage in decision-making 
processes at European and international level.  You can 
complete the survey here: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
NGOsurveyEuropeanandinternationaldecisionmaking . The 
deadline for the survey is 31 October 2010. For further 
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t  E m m a  M c K i n l e y  a t 
emma@childrensrights.ie.   

Newstalk Women Mean Business  

Social Entrepreneur Award 

Congratulations to our Chief Executive, Jillian van Turnhout 
who was awarded the Newstalk WMB Social Entrepreneur of 
the Year Award 2010. Jillian received the award at the 
prestigious Women Mean Business conference and awards 
ceremony in Dublin’s Shelbourne Hotel on 27 September.  
The theme of the 2010 Awards was ‘Believe in Change'  

Paul Gilligan, Chair of the Alliance said: “Real change will only 
happen when children are listened to, protected by our laws 
and policies, and fully respected as active members of 
society.  I hope this award will encourage her in her role as a 
change maker for children in Ireland.”  

Accompanying the students are Alliance Chief Executive, Jillian van Turnhout, 
with Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews TD and Minister 
for Disability and Mental Health, John Moloney TD. 

Pictured outside the Dail 
gates from left to right were 
Emma Blanchfield, Ciaran 
Cummins and Anna Marie 
Todirascu from St Mac 
Dara’s Community  College, 
Templeogue. Dublin  



Maria in Vietnam 
Maria Corbett, Alliance Policy Director, spent one week in August working in Hanoi, Vietnam 
with the Vietnam Association for Protection of Children’s Rights (VAPCR).  This is the second 
such trip.  The aim is for the Alliance to share its learning, methodology and skills with 
VAPCR with a specific focus on assisting VAPCR to prepare a report that is very similar to our 
own Report Card. VAPCR has carried out an evaluation at local level of the implementation of 
the 2001-2010 National Strategic Programme on Children, Care and Protection.  The findings of 
this survey are currently being finalised.  The Alliance has agreed to support VAPCR to 
communicate these findings in a ‘Report Card’ style.  It is hoped that this advocacy work will 
effect positive change for children’s rights in Vietnam. 

European News 

 
Children’s Rights Alliance                     

4 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2 

If you would like to submit material for future eNewsletters, please email communications@childrensrights.ie 

www.childrensrights.ie 
www.facebook.com/childrensrightsalliance 

www.twitter.com/ChildRightsIRL 

Tel: +353 1 6629400                             
Fax: +353 1 6629355     

Email: info@childrensrights.ie                                                                           

Stop Sex Trafficking — Update 
The Body Shop Stop Sex Trafficking of 
Children and Young People campaign 
continues its success with Ireland 
ranking No. 2 globally for the numbers of 
signatures collected.  Almost 2,300,000 
signatures have been signed globally and 
55,000 of these have been collected in 

Ireland.  The final petition will be sent to the Taoiseach in 2011, 
and ultimately to the UN Headquarters in New York.  There is 
still plenty of time to sign so please continue to show your 
support for the campaign by going into your local The Body 
Shop to sign the petition or online at www.thebodyshop.ie 

EU Strategy for the Rights of the Child  

We mentioned in our summer newsletter that the European Commission had begun a public consultation on its Communication on 
the Rights of the Child (2011-2014).  The consultation was designed to advance the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child by giving 
stakeholders an opportunity to present their views  to the Commission on  which concrete actions should be taken at EU level.   

The Alliance made its submission and called on the EU to act on  issues such as trafficking and child pornography, where combined 
action would prove more valuable.  We also mentioned that an EU target to reduce child poverty needs to be accompanied by 
individual national targets.  In relation to child-friendly justice in Ireland, the Alliance identified the limited availability of the Guardian 

Ad Litem service and the continuing practice of detaining children in St Patrick’s Institution, and we also urged the EU to oblige 
member states to train members of the judiciary in children’s rights and child-friendly procedures and to guarantee that children have 
a voice in judicial proceedings affecting them.  The Alliance pointed out that poor data collation, lack of long-term investment in 
services and cross-departmental problems were contributing factors in Ireland’s failure to address the needs of vulnerable groups of 
children such as those in care, and children with mental health problems.  Violence against children was also one of the issues on 
which the consultation sought input and the Alliance recommended that member states formulate national strategies to address this.   

The EU Commission recently announced that the EU Strategy for the Rights of the Child will be published on 17 November. We look 
forward to reading it. 

———————————————————————————— 

EU Year to Combat Poverty and Social Exclusion 2010 

As part of the EU Year to Combat Poverty and Social Exclusion 2010, Eurochild (of which the Alliance is a member) is 
running a campaign to end child poverty in Europe.  To ensure the necessary political commitment behind the 
campaign, Eurochild is calling on the European Commission to adopt a Recommendation on Child Poverty and Well-
being.  This recommendation would push EU member states, including Ireland, to put ending child poverty at the top 
of their agenda.  To demonstrate the aspiration that exists across Europe to end child poverty, Eurochild is gathering 
signatures from all EU countries to submit to the European Commission and Parliament.  The Alliance is the Irish 
partner on the project, and wants to show that Irish people are serious about ending child poverty.  We are asking all 
of our members to visit the website at www.endchildpoverty.eu to sign the petition and spread the word!”   

FGM Legislation 
Emma McKinley, Research and Policy Officer, met with 
Mary Harney TD, Minister for Health and Children in June, 
along with members of the Steering Committee for 
Ireland’s National Plan of Action to Address Female 
Genital Mutilation (FGM).  The Alliance has warmly 
welcomed the Government’s commitment to publish 
legislation banning FGM and awaits the Heads of Bill.  In 
August, the Alliance and the Steering Committee were 
consulted by the Department of Health and Children on its 
legislative proposals.  The Alliance’s Briefing Paper Female 

Genital Mutilation (FGM): A Children’s Rights Issue  is 
available on our web site. 

Maria Corbett, Alliance Policy Director 
and Madam Thanh Thanh, President of  
VAPCR. 


