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All Eyes on 16 October
Over recent years, the Children’s Rights Alliance has intensified its lobbying for a
constitutional amendment to strengthen children’s rights in the Constitution. The
office is now gearing itself up for Friday 16 October, when the Joint Committee on the
Constitutional Amendment on Children will issue its recommendations as to whether
there is a need to hold a referendum on children’s rights. It has been a long time
coming, with the Committee established on 22 November 2007 and originally due to
report back to Government in March 2008.
In the run up to 16 October, the Alliance will be holding a panel discussion with key members of the
Committee, providing 10 minutes for each representative to outline their party’s perspective on the
issue. Representatives will include: Mary O’Rourke TD, Fianna Fáil, and Chairperson of the Joint
Committee; Alan Shatter TD, Fine Gael Front Bench Spokesperson on Children; Senator Deirdre de
Burca, Green Party (tbc); Senator Alex White, Labour Party Spokesperson on Children; and
Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin TD, Sinn Féin.
All member organisations will be invited to attend the hustings, which will take place on Thursday 8
October in European Union House, Dawson Street, Dublin, between 5pm and 7.30pm. We very
much hope you will be able to attend; it is vital we turn out in force to hold members of the
Committee to account.
The 16th of October, I’m sure, will prove a key milestone in our constitutional campaign; it is
essential that we make children visible in our Constitution—the fundamental law of the country—if
Ireland is to become one of the best places in the world to be a child. It is high-time that the State
and the Courts take proper account of children’s rights and needs: to put their best interests at the
heart of any decisions affecting them and to enable officials to listen to the voice of the child. Too
many children have needlessly suffered because of our failure to treat them with the respect they
deserve. A robust amendment to strengthen children’s rights in the Constitution would be a fitting
living memorial to the 30,000 victims of abuse, so poignantly documented in the Ryan Report. Let’s
keep up the pressure.
Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive

The Body Shop Anti-trafficking Campaign

New poll
on web site!
Do we need a
referendum on
children’s rights?
www.childrensrights.ie

RESULTS of
previous poll:
Should school
books be free?
NO — 8%
YES — 92%

In August, the Children’s Rights Alliance, together with member
organisation, The Irish Refugee Council (IRC), joined hands to
back a three-year global campaign between The Body Shop and
ECPAT Global, entitled: Stop Sex Trafficking of Children and Young
People.
In 2008, nearly 400 separated children came to Ireland; 10% went
Chief Executive Jillian van Turnhout;
missing, many of whom are likely to have been trafficked. Since
Peter MacDonald, The Body Shop;
2000, a total of 496 children placed in the care of the HSE have
Emma Carey and Robin Hanan of the
gone (and most are still) missing. Disturbing cases have come to
IRC at the campaign’s launch.
light, including that of a 15-year-old girl and 13-year-old girl in
Wexford, who were brought into Ireland and raped by a man who was previously arrested in Zambia
on allegations of sexual assault and child trafficking to Europe. Unfortunately, many children fall
under the radar.
The Alliance has repeatedly called on the Irish State to acknowledge the existence of child trafficking
in Ireland and to put in place measures to tackle trafficking, including the provision of adequate care
and accommodation for separated children, raising the level of care provided to them to that of
other children in HSE care. To accompany the campaign, The Body Shop has launched the Soft
Hands, Kind Heart hand cream, on sale for €5.95 (£3.45 of which will be donated directly to
campaigns and prevention projects against child trafficking in Ireland).

Member Focus

Barretstown is a specially designed
camp providing a programme of adventure,
activities and fun that helps children with
serious illnesses to regain their confidence,
trust and self-esteem. Barretstown also
recognises the impact of serious illness on the
rest of the family and runs sessions for
siblings and parents, including bereavement
programmes. All of the children and families
who visit Barretstown do so free of charge;
they don’t pay a cent for accommodation,
food, medical assistance or round-trip
airfares.
Barretstown was founded by Hollywood actor
Paul Newman in 1994 after the success of his
Hole In The Wall camps in the USA. On seeing
Barretstown Castle, he said: ‘I knew this was
where I wanted the first European [Hole in
the Wall] camp to be. I imagined a kind of
medieval bazaar where children from
different countries could raise a little hell
together.’ He started the charity with $2
million of his own money, on the Barretstown
Estate, which was kindly donated by the Irish
Government, on a 99-year lease at a cost of
£1 per year (Irish pounds).
Barretstown has grown from serving 124
children in a marquee in 1994 to more than
18,000 children and their families from 23
European countries. The site has grown to
offer a first-class facility for seriously ill
children with an excellent medical centre and
a unique therapeutic programme, backed by
the medical community.
Each year there are 12,000 new cases of
childhood cancer in Europe. Barretstown can
currently help up to 1,800 children and family
members each year, but it costs €3,350 to
bring one child to Barretstown for 10 days.
Barretstown raises over €4.5 million each year
to fund its programmes; 96% of this money
comes from companies and individual
donations from Ireland and abroad. To help
raise funds, go to www.barretstown.org For
more details about the organisations, go to
045 864 115 or email: info@barretstown.org
Would your organisation like to appear? If so,
email carys@childrensrights.ie
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Ryan Report Implementation Plan
Last May, the most comprehensive investigation
ever conducted into child abuse in Ireland, the
Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse,
published the Report of its findings (the Ryan
Report). The Minister for Children and Youth
Affairs, Barry Andrews TD, was subsequently asked by Government to
develop an implementation plan to move forward the recommendations
contained in the Ryan Report.
In June, the Alliance submitted its own report to the Minister, Learning From
the Past: Responding to the Recommendations of the Commission to Inquire
Into Child Abuse Report. In it, the Alliance pinpointed the measures that it
believes need to be integrated into the Implementation Plan.
On 27 July, the Minister published the Report of the Commission to Inquire
into Child Abuse, 2009: Implementation Plan. The Plan, with a budget of €25
million, contains 99 actions to implement the recommendations of the Ryan
Report. The Alliance warmly welcomed the Plan as it sets out a clear
framework that has the potential to make a positive difference to the lives
of children in care and in need of protection in Ireland.
However, the Plan still leaves us with outstanding challenges. First and
foremost, funding and other resources must remain forthcoming until the
Plan is completed. Timelines should be brought forward to reflect the
urgency of many of the issues. In addition, some of the actions, while
welcome and encouraging, do not go far enough.
Difficult economic times must not be used as an excuse for delays on this,
and the Alliance will be keeping a close eye on progress made.

News in Brief
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

Protest Against Child Unfriendly Budget (PACUB) has decided to
march alongside the People's Alliance Against Cuts to show
solidarity against cuts to social welfare and child benefit. If you’d like
to take part, assemble at 1pm on Saturday 19 September, Garden of
Remembrance, Parnell Square, Dublin. Take along banners with
supportive slogans, such as: ‘Leave child benefit alone’; ‘Who will bail
out our kids?’; and ‘Hands off our kids’ piggy banks’ etc.
Why Violence?, the campaign for violence reduction, presents the
Alternative Turner Prize, a cartoon competition for second-level
students. Students are asked to create a cartoon conveying the idea
that violent behaviour is unacceptable. The winner will receive a
prize of €500, and the cartoon will be circulated to the media for
publication. Entries in black and white and not exceeding A4 size
should be emailed to whyviolence@gmail.com. Closing date for
submissions is 21 September.
Alliance Chief Executive, Jillian van Turnhout, will be speaking at
the Swedish EU presidency Expert Meeting on Alcohol and Health in
Stockholm on 21 and 22 September 2009. A transcript will be made
available on the Alliance web site.
On 20 November 2009, the Children’s Rights Alliance will join other
NGOs across the globe in celebrating the 20th anniversary of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child. Keep a look out for details on
the Alliance web site.
In December 2009, the State will submit its State Report to the
UNCRC. The Children’s Rights Alliance will commence work on its
Shadow Report immediately thereafter.
The Alliance is supporting the Council of Europe’s campaign against
corporal punishment, ‘Raise your hand against smacking’. The
Alliance’s Jillian van Turnhout was invited to talk about the campaign
on City Channel in August (to view the interview, go to
www.childrensrights.ie).
Congratulations to Mairéad Gallagher, Office Manager of the
Children’s Rights Alliance, on her marriage to Tim Somerville in
Dungloe, Donegal, on Friday 28 August! All staff members wish them
well for the future and look forward to Mairéad’s return from
honeymoon in September.

Right to Aftercare – Focus Ireland
The recently published magazine by Focus Ireland, Bridging the
Gap: From care to home, outlines the case for a right to
aftercare and features articles by organisations working in the
area and a range of independent experts, including the legal
expert on child protection, Geoffrey Shannon, and Children’s
Ombudsman, Emily Logan.
A total of 5,309 young people and children are living in State
Care in Ireland, 4,750 of whom are in foster care and 390 in
residential centres. Once a young person turns 18, the State no
longer has a legal obligation to help that young person make a
successful transition to adult life. In 2000, Focus Ireland
published the research report, Left Out on their Own, which
looked at the fate of young people leaving state care. This study
found that around two thirds of young people who left state
care ended up experiencing homelessness within two years.
Section 45 of the Child Care Act, 1991 allows the Health Service
Executive (HSE) to provide aftercare support to a person who
has left care until they reach 21 years, but it does not oblige the
agency to do so. This is why Focus Ireland is campaigning for a
statutory right to aftercare – to ensure that all young people
who need support are provided with it and to ensure that no
young person is left to fall through the cracks in the system.
Focus Ireland provides aftercare services in Dublin, in
collaboration with the Government and the HSE. These services
provide the structured support that young people need to help
them make a successful transition to independent, adult life.
Supported accommodation is provided for a year and staff work
with the young people and help them to access training or
education programmes, and provide the practical and emotional
support needed to help build their confidence and
independence. When the young people are ready to move on
from Focus Ireland’s aftercare programme, they are assisted in
settling into the local community and staff continue working
with them until they have fully settled. However, there is
already a waiting list for the aftercare services and many young
people continue to be unsupported when they leave State care.
A right to aftercare would mean that all young people would
have equal access to aftercare services if needed.
Not only is there a strong moral argument for
aftercare, but a government that invests in aftercare
helps prevent young people becoming reliant on
homeless and addiction services and getting caught up
in the criminal justice system.
Patrick Nulty (Research and Policy Analyst, Focus Ireland)

Inspire
Ireland

Cutting Childhood
Short
The Report of the Special Group on Public
Service Numbers and Expenditure
Programmes dubbed ‘An Bord Snip Nua’ was published
on 16 July 2009. The Group’s role was to consider
Exchequer savings in response to the current financial
crisis. The Group’s report identifies potential
expenditure savings of €5.3 billion, including staff
reductions of 17,300 in the public service.
If implemented, An Bord Snip’s report would affect
children very negatively. In its paper published 29 July,
An Bord Snip: Cutting Childhood Short, the Alliance
calculated that almost one quarter (€1.28 billion) of the
total proposed cuts directly impact on children and those
in disadvantaged families.
Many of the recommendations are of deep concern to
the Alliance: including any changes to the Child Benefit
payment; proposed changes to the Office of the
Ombudsman for Children; increased charges for school
transport; cuts in the youth justice system; the
introduction of further charges for access to health
services; and bigger classes, coupled with fewer
psychologists and special needs assistants.
The Alliance has criticised these decisions as illconceived, quick-fix, short-term solutions. Too many are
in breach of the Towards 2016 Social Partnership
agreement.
Implementing these recommendations
would have a negative, deep and life-long impact on
children. Furthermore, they would hit children in the
poorest families hardest.
While the Alliance acknowledges that the country is in
crisis and that the Government faces difficult choices,
front-line services and supports for children and their
families must be preserved; this makes economic sense.
Budgetary decisions must consider whether the costs –
economic and social – will outweigh any potential
savings in the long run.
Alliance Chief Executive Jillian van Turnhout said:
‘Children are our future, and cutting their childhood short
spells economic trouble ahead. Cuts now, particularly in
education and health services, will prove a false
economy.’ The Alliance is now poised to respond to the
Report of the Commission on Taxation on 7 September.

16-25 years old to get through tough
times. Reach Out will be launched in
Ireland in October 2009.

Reach Out will provide
Inspire Ireland is a charitable
organisation that helps young people • practical information and stories
about mental health and wellbeing;
lead happier lives. It is part of an
international network of foundations, • the means to connect with others in a
operating in Australia and the USA.
safe and supported community; and
Inspire Ireland achieves its mission • options to get further help.
through the delivery of Reach Out, an
For more information, go
online service to help young people aged
www.inspireireland.ie

to:

Q&A: Children’s Rights in
the Constitution
Thursday 8 October
European Union House
5-7.30pm
Book today to attend the panel
discussion with members of the Joint
Committee on the Constitutional
Amendment on Children: Mary O’Rourke
TD; Alan Shatter TD; Senator Deirdre de
Burca; Senator Alex White; and
Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin TD.
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The Alliance in Vietnam
Maria Corbett, the Alliance’s Policy Director, travelled to Hanoi in August to support the work of
the Vietnam Association for Protection of Children’s Rights (VAPCR). This was organised through
The One Foundation. Maria spent a week sharing Alliance learning, methodology and skills to
help enable VAPCR to develop a solid organisational strategy up until 2020 and to effectively
review national policies, such as the National Programme of Action for Children 2001-2010.
VAPCR, a new NGO established in April 2008, is striving to become a professional social
organisation for the protection of children’s rights in Vietnam. It is hoped that Maria’s visit will
inspire VAPCR to become an effective civil society organisation that, through its advocacy work,
can affect change and create stronger children’s rights and child protection systems for the
benefit of children living in Vietnam.
VAPCR’s founder Dr. Thanh Thanh, now retired, previously served as a Government Minister in Dr. Thanh Thanh thanking Maria
MOLISA (Ministry of Labour, War Invalids and Social Affairs) and also as President of the Vietnam Corbett, Alliance Policy Director,
for her support.
Women’s Union. VAPCR has a small number of staff and enjoys the support of high-profile
honorary members, including Ms Nguyen Thi Bihn, former Vice President, and Mr Nguyen Khanh, former Vice Prime Minister.
The Alliance will continue to support the work of VAPCR and Dr. Thanh Thanh from Ireland.

Geoffrey
Shannon:
Podcast
Guest

the Ryan Report recommendations. He
talks about the need for additional
resources for family support, particularly
in relation to early intervention and
prevention, and the need to empower
The
Children’s communities in assisting families in crisis.
Geoffrey Shannon
Rights Alliance is He also warns against short-sighted
thrilled that Geoffrey Shannon, one of economic policies. Drawing from his own
Ireland’s leading family law experts, the experiences in the Courts, he argues that
Government’s Special Rapporteur on investment in children today will
Child Protection, and Chairperson of the guarantee
fewer
emotional
and
Adoption Board, agreed to be the latest behavioural problems tomorrow, and,
guest speaker in our Children’s Rights ultimately, fewer adults entering the
Podcast Series.
costly criminal justice system in the
Speaking to Alliance Chief Executive future.

need to strengthen children’s rights in
the Constitution.
He believes that the Constitution denies
too many children the best family life
possible, since it fails to recognise
children as individuals, rather than as
objects of concern. This is particularly
true in the case of hundreds of children
who are unable to be adopted by their
foster parents, owing to an outdated
constitution.
Geoffrey
is
equally
concerned that the State is unable to
safeguard the welfare of children, whose
families may be putting their safety at
risk.

Jillian van Turnhout, Geoffrey speaks A children’s rights champion, Geoffrey Download the podcast from iTunes or go
about child protection issues in light of provides compelling reasons for the to our web site: www.childrensrights.ie

Update on the UNCRC Communications/
Complaints Mechanism

Children’s Mental
Health Coalition

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) remains
the only international human rights treaty that does not have a
communications or complaints mechanism. Such a mechanism
would allow individuals or groups to bring a complaint to the UN Committee when
all domestic avenues have been exhausted. On 17 June 2009, the Human Rights
Council adopted a resolution establishing an open-ended working group to explore
the issue; the group will meet before the end of 2009.

As you may know, the Alliance has been
working with Amnesty International to
bring NGOs together on the issue of
children's mental health. We held a
roundtable on 29 June and will hold a
second roundtable on Wednesday, 9
September, in the Trinity Capital Hotel,
For more information, contact the NGO Group for UNCRC Complaints Mechanism Pearse Street, Dublin from 2pm to 4pm.
Working Group (Peter Newell, peter@endcorporalpunishment.org or Sara Austin, If you are interested in attending, please
contact Karol Balfe of Amnesty, at
sara_austin@worldvision.ca)
kbalfe@amnesty.ie or call (01)8638308.
If you would like to submit material for future eNewsletters, please contact Carys Thomas (carys@childrensrights.ie)
Children’s Rights Alliance
4 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2

Tel: +353 1 6629400
Fax: +353 1 6629355

The Alliance newsletter is an in-house publication

Email: info@childrensrights.ie
www.childrensrights.ie

