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Budget 2003: 

Will the Child Benefit pledge be 
kept? 

  

"We will complete our announced programme of multi-annual increases in 
Child Benefit and ensure that the combined value of child support is increased 
in line with our commitment under the National Anti-Poverty Strategy." - 
Programme for Government, May 2002 
  

"One of the key priorities...is to bring forward a program to effectively address 
child poverty... We are committed to exceeding this [PPF target] by 
dramatically increasing Child Benefit over the 3 years of the programme..." - 
Fianna Fail, Four Year Progress Report, 2001 
  

"We will complete our programme of multi-annual increases in Child Benefit 
and ensure that there is no going back to the days when it received only minor 
and occasional increases." - Fianna Fail Election Manifesto 2002 
  

"£330 million for Child Benefit increases in each of the next three years... £25 
and £30 increases in Child Benefit with similar increases in 2002 and 2003." - 
Announcement of 3-year Child Benefit package by Minister for Social, 
Community and Family Affairs Dermot Ahern,TD, 6 June 2000 
  

"Child Benefit also offers a most effective means of channelling income 
support to low-income families in order to tackle child poverty... I am now 
announcing the second step in this three-year programme..." - Announcement 
by Minister for Finance Charlie McCreevy, TD, 5 December 2001 

  

"Under a three-year commitment given by Mr McCreevy, the [Child Benefit] 
rates should increase this year to €149 for first or second children and €185 
for third and subsequent children." - Irish Times 30 November 2002 
  

"We will raise Child Benefit to €150 per month." - Progressive Democrats 
Election Manifesto 2002 

  
  

Under these commitments, the Government is scheduled to introduce in 
Budget 2003 the third instalment of a three-year phased increase in Child 
Benefit.  The adjustment would bring children's allowance more into line with 
children's real material needs.  Keeping this pledge would mean increasing 
the monthly payment by €31.80 per child and by €38.10 per child for third and 
subsequent children. 



  

"Child Benefit is the principal financial vehicle for supporting families with 
children," said Raymond Dooley, Chief Executive of the Children's Rights 
Alliance.  "It is also at the heart of the Government's plan to eliminate child 
poverty.  Both objectives - supporting families with children and ending child 
poverty by 2007 - will be seriously undermined unless the Government keeps 
its promises on Child Benefit later today." 
  

The Children's Rights Alliance is a coalition of 72 non-governmental 
organisations concerned with the rights and needs of children.  The Alliance 
works to secure the full implementation in Ireland of the principles and 
provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.   

- END - 

Children's Rights Alliance   13 Harcourt St. Dublin 2   tel: (01) 405 4823  mobile: 
(087) 967 8345 fax: (01) 405 4826 

Contact: Philippa Kidd info@cra.iol.ie or Raymond Dooley raydooley@cra.iol.ie    
   

 


