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Government can observe Universal Children's 
Day by keeping its promises on Child Benefit 

  

The Children's Rights Alliance today called on the Government to observe 
Universal Children's Day (20th November) by keeping its promises on Child 
Benefit in Budget 2003. In the wake of the broken promises on Medical Cards 
to tens of thousands of low-income children and on repairing dilapidated 
primary schools, published reports now suggest that the Minister for Finance 
may be planning to add Child Benefit payments to the list of commitments to 
Ireland's children that will not be met in the coming Budget. 
  

The Government is scheduled to introduce in Budget 2003 the third instalment 
of a three-year phased increase in Child Benefit. The adjustment is designed 
to bring children's allowance more into line with children's real material needs. 
The Child Benefit commitment has been made in the National Children's 
Strategy, the Programme for Government and in various other policy 
statements and documents issued and launched in recent years. Keeping the 
promise would mean increasing the payment by €31.80 (€38.10 for third and 
subsequent children) from a level of €117.60 to €149.40 per child per month. 
  

"Child Benefit is the principal financial instrument used to support families with 
children," said Raymond Dooley, Chief Executive of the Alliance. "It is also the 
central element in the Government's plan to eliminate child poverty. Both 
efforts - supporting families with children and implementing the initiative to 
end child poverty by 2007 - will be thrown into disarray if the Government 
breaks its promises on Child Benefit. 
  

"Cancelling or postponing the third stage of the Child Benefit programme 
would save the Government €413 million. Such savings would come at the 
expense of families with children, including the poorest families who have 
seen their Child Dependant Allowances effectively frozen for years, reflecting 
the fact that Child Benefit has become the Government's key anti-poverty 
child income support measure. 
  

"The pressures on the Budget are very real and the choices are not easy, but 
the Government still has major revenue and spending options available to it. 
There is no obligation to put €500 million into the SSIA scheme or to continue 
the current low tax regime for wealthy individuals and private corporations or 
to minimise borrowings in support of long term investments or to put €1 billion 
into a reserve fund. Those are all policy decisions and trade-offs, just like 



Child Benefit levels. We believe they should be made after, and not before, 
the needs of children have been addressed." 

The Children's Rights Alliance is a coalition of 72 non-governmental 
organisations concerned with the rights and needs of children. The Alliance 
works to secure the full implementation in Ireland of the principles and 
provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
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