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Broken promises to children 

  

The Children's Rights Alliance today condemned the Government's decision 
to break its promise to provide Medical Cards to tens of thousands of children 
living in low-income households and to withhold promised funding for the 
repair of dilapidated schools. 
  

"We try to teach our children the importance of keeping promises," said 
Raymond Dooley, Chief Executive of the Alliance.  "What are they to think 
when they hear that the Government is breaking its promises to them?  What 
kind of example is that to set? 
  

"We all know that sometimes, no matter how much we'd like to, we just can't 
keep our promises, usually because of factors beyond our control.  But in this 
case that explanation does not apply.  It's not as if the Government suddenly 
finds itself without funds at its disposal.  Spending is still scheduled to rise well 
in excess of of inflation.  The economy itself is growing at a rate of over 5%.  
The pressures on the Budget are very real, and the choices may be difficult, 
but the Government could, for example, still choose to put the needs of 
children ahead of the alleged need to fully fund the wildly miscalculated SSIA 
scheme which will cost multiples of what it would take to fund the promised 
Medical Card extension.  That's a decision entirely within its control. 
  

"Cancelling or putting off plans to repair dilapidated primary schools cannot be 
explained by saying 'we just don't have the money'.  These decisions may 
become inevitable, but only after other decisions have been made, such as 
continuing to provide tax relief to those on high incomes. 
  

"Saying that the Medical Card will still be extended at some point during the 
life of the Government ignores the fact that the promise was to extend it this 
year.  Childhoods don't last forever and deferred improvements in children's 
health can't be taken up later in life.  But what will survive the passage of time 
is the cost to the taxpayers of paying for health problems that could have 
been avoided if proper medical care had been made available at an early 
age." 

The Alliance has called for the extension of the Medical Card to more children 
on the grounds that it will contribute to improvements in their health.  Too 
often the decision to see the doctor or to obtain prescribed treatment is made 
on the basis of financial considerations.  Removing the issue of affordability 
would allow more children to receive medical attention and treatment when 
they need it. 



The Chief Medical Officer of the Department of Health and Children has called 
for the introduction of universal Medical Card coverage for children.   The 
Chief Medical Officer devoted his entire Annual Report last year to the health 
care needs of children and stated that  "the weight of evidence supports the 
view that children’s health can be traced to social, economic and 
environmental conditions… Poverty is the most powerful aspect of the social 
context associated with ill-health in children. 

The Children's Rights Alliance is a coalition of 72 non-governmental 
organisations concerned with the rights and needs of children.  The Alliance 
works to secure the full implementation in Ireland of the principles and 
provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention, 
to which Ireland has been a State Party since 1992, says that all children 
have a right 'to the highest attainable standard of health.'  The Convention 
also says that children have the right of access to health services and that 
governments have the duty to ensure that 'no child is deprived' of this right.  
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