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The Children's Rights Alliance today launched its Pre-Budget Submission and 
called  on government to put children first when drawing up Budget 2003. 
  

"Putting children first means setting aside resources to meet children's needs 
at the start of the budget process, instead of identifying what’s left after all of 
the important budgetary and tax decisions have been made," said Raymond 
Dooley, Chief Executive of the Alliance. "Putting children first in Budget 2003 
means keeping Government commitments to increase Child Benefit, extend 
the Medical Card and implement the first stage of the Government's initiative 
to end child poverty by 2007." 
  

In its submission, the Alliance calls for the Government to fund the 
commitments made to children in the National Children's Strategy, the Health 
Strategy and the National Anti-Poverty Strategy. 
  

The Alliance's priority recommendations for Budget 2003 are summarised 
below.  A full copy of the Pre-Budget Submission can be obtained by calling 
the Alliance at (01) 4054823.  

1.  Child Income Support 

• Implement the third stage of the Government’s commitment to increase 
Child Benefit by €31.80 per month (€38.10 for the higher rate).  

• Standardise the three Child Dependant Allowance rates currently in 
use and increase to a weekly rate of €25.00 per child.  

• Integrate the Family Income Supplement payment into the tax system 
and examine the introduction of a refundable child tax credit.  

2.  Children’s Health Care 

• Honour the commitment in the Health Strategy to substantially expand 
Medical Card eligibility for children. Commence the phased extension 
of the Medical Card to all those under the age of eighteen, beginning 
with those under the age of five.  

• Comply with the Government’s commitment to reduce the maximum 
treatment waiting time for children to three months by the end of 2003.  

• Increase funding for current initiatives aimed at reducing drug, alcohol 
and substance abuse among teenagers.   



3.  Child Protection 

• Provide adequate funds to fully implement the Children First children 
protection guidelines and provide sufficient treatment and counselling 
services for children who have suffered abuse.  

• Fund the expansion of the Garda Siochana Special Vetting Unit.  
• Increase funding to the Health Boards to ensure effective staffing levels 

and management within the social work service. 

4.  Care for Troubled Children & Young Offenders 

• Adequately fund the introduction of innovative community-based 
services and programmes for children with emotional and behavioural 
problems.  

• Abandon Government plans to open a “temporary” children’s prison 
wing for 14 and 15-year-olds at St. Patrick’s Institution.  

• Fund the full implementation of the Children’s Act, 2001. 

5.  Children with Disabilities 

• Increase the Domiciliary Care Allowance to a realistic level of at least 
€250 based on the support needs of the child.  

• Increase investment in locally based educational facilities, care places 
and support services for disabled children.  

6.  Promoting & Protecting the Rights of all Children 

• Key Statutory Bodies: Provide adequate resources to key statutory 
bodies whose work focuses on children and also those bodies charged 
with rights protection and promotion.  

• Child Impact Statements: Require the Department of Finance to 
withhold funding to departments unless they have drafted and 
submitted child impact statements, and to provide detailed child impact 
statements with all proposed budgets and Finance Acts and with any 
proposed changes in tax policy, including tax expenditures.  

• Children’s Voices: Set aside funds to establish structures through 
which children will be encouraged and enabled to express their views 
in relation to the development of policies that affect them.  

• Guardian ad litem: Earmark funding to the Department of Health and 
Children to establish an independent guardian ad litem service on a 
statutory basis.  

• Play and Recreation: Assign sufficient funding to support the 
implementation of the forthcoming National Play Policy and National 
Recreation Policy, as committed to in the National Children’s Strategy. 

7.  Education 

• Maintain funding to educational disadvantage programmes and early 
school leaving initiatives.  



• Raise the annual Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance to 
€120 (primary school children) and €180 (secondary school children).  

• Expand in-education supports, such as a reformed school-meals 
scheme and begin the phased implementation of universal pre-school 
education and childcare provision.  

• Adequately resource the Education Welfare Act, 2000 to enable its 
implementation. 

8.  Children’s Right to a Home 

• Provide good quality emergency, transitional and short-term 
accommodation and support services to homeless families, asylum 
seekers and homeless teenagers. 

• End the practice of housing families with young children in B&B 
accommodation. 

• Provide suitable accommodation to the more than 1,200 Traveller 
families including approximately 3,000 children living on the roadside 
without facilities. 

9.  Accountability & Policy Support 

• Ensure appropriate and adequate investment in the newly-created 
independent Office of Ombudsman for Children.  

• Provide sufficient resources to honour commitments in the National 
Children’s Strategy, particularly those relating to children in poverty and 
social exclusion.  

• Support the forthcoming National Plan Against Racism by investing in 
anti-discrimination and anti-racism training.  

• Ensure sufficient funds are available to support the National 
Longitudinal Study. 

10.  Asylum Seekers 

• Increase the ‘direct provision’ supplementary welfare allowance 
payment to asylum seekers to €38.10 per week for adults and €17.90 
per week for children.  

• Provide resources to the youth work sector to enable the social 
integration of asylum seeker children.   

The Children's Rights Alliance is a coalition of 72 non-governmental 
organisations concerned with the rights and needs of children.  The Alliance 
works to secure the full implementation in Ireland of the principles and 
provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
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