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Seven Years Later, Traveller Children  
Need Action on Promised Accommodation 

 
The Children's Rights Alliance today called on the Minister for the Environment to take 
immediate action on behalf of Traveller children by providing long-promised 
accommodation units to the more than 1,200 families with children who are living on the 
roadside with no facilities. The Alliance also called on the Minister to make good on the 
promised accommodation before taking any action that would bring the new criminal 
trespass legislation into force. 
 
"There are more than 3,000 children under the age of eighteen who are living on the roadside 
with no facilities," said Raymond Dooley, Chief Executive of the Children's Rights Alliance. 
"In 1995, the Government Task Force on Travellers called for the provision of 2,200 units of 
Traveller-specific accommodation by the year 2000. Since then 111 units have been provided. 
As a result, thousands of Traveller children continue to live in conditions that are simply 
intolerable and that represent a gross violation of children's rights. 
 
"The new criminal trespass legislation, if implemented, will put these children into even 
greater jeopardy. Already coping with inadequate accommodation, thousands of children 
could soon face the threat of forcible eviction coupled with the arrest and imprisonment of 
their parents. Although the legislation is often described as only pertaining to large-scale 
encampments, there is nothing to prevent it being used against any of those 1,200 families 
who have not been provided adequate accommodation and who are living on the roadside 
without any facilities. 
 
"Instead of placing Traveller children at greater risk, immediate action should be taken to 
meet their basic needs for decent and suitable accommodation." 
 
The Children's Rights Alliance is a coalition of 68 non-governmental organisations concerned 
with the rights and needs of children. The Alliance works to secure the full implementation in 
Ireland of the principles and provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 


