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What Will Happen to the Children? 

 
The Children’s Rights Alliance today called on the Government to halt the deportation of 
non-national parents of Irish children until the Government can adequately explain what will 
happen to the children involved and how their rights will be protected. 
 
“Last month, in connection with the proposed deportation of asylum-seeker parents of Irish 
children, we asked the Government to answer the question ‘Who will care for the children left 
behind?’", said Raymond Dooley, Chief Executive of the Children's Rights Alliance. "In 
response, according to published reports, a spokesperson for the Department of Justice said 
that was ‘a hypothetical situation that has not arisen yet so we have no comment to make.’ 
 
"With today's High Court decision, the question is no longer hypothetical.  
 
"In court the Government's lawyers said they would expect the deported parents to discharge 
their ‘duty’ to take their Irish children with them when they leave - in other words, to 
effectively deport them. But what if they don't? Can the Government guarantee that the rights 
of the children will be fully protected and their needs fully met if the parents leave their 
children behind? Is the State prepared and equipped to provide for their care? As Irish 
citizens, they have the same rights as other Irish children, including the right to family life.  
 
"And what will happen to them if they are effectively deported along with their parents? 
How will their rights be safeguarded in a foreign land? Government lawyers noted that the 
children would be entitled to return to Ireland when they reach the age of eighteen. What if 
they decide to come home as adults and demand to know how the State could have 
cooperated with their exile and have assisted with the forfeiture of their rights as Irish 
citizens? Will a new board of inquiry be established at that time? 
 
"Before any further steps are taken to deport the parents of Irish children, the Government 
must address itself to the consequences of its proposals, reveal its plans for the children 
involved and explain how the best interests of the children will be served." 
 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of sixty-eight NGOs concerned with the rights 
and welfare of children in Ireland. The Alliance works to secure the full implementation of 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 


