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8 April 2002 
 
John O’Donoghue, TD 
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform 
Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform 
72-76 St. Stephen’s Green 
Dublin 2 
 
Dear Minister O’Donoghue, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Children’s Rights Alliance in relation to the prospective 
deportation of asylum-seeker parents of Irish-born children. 
 
As a coalition of nearly seventy non-governmental organisations concerned with the rights 
and welfare of children in Ireland, the Children’s Rights Alliance requests that deportation 
proceedings against non-national parents of Irish children be halted until assurances can be 
given that the rights of the children involved will be fully safeguarded and their needs fully 
met. 
 
Before any such assurances can be given, we believe that a number of related questions must 
be answered. What will happen to the children? Will they be left behind or will they, despite 
their status as Irish citizens, be effectively deported along with their parents. If they are left 
behind who will care for them? What preparatory steps have been taken by the Government 
and what resources have been allocated to provide for their care? If the children are taken to a 
foreign country how will their rights as Irish citizens be protected? Whose responsibility will 
it be to ensure that these Irish citizen children will be able to realise all of their constitutional 
rights throughout their childhood?  In court, lawyers representing the Department of Justice 
said that it was the parents “duty” to take their children with them. Are the deported non-
national parents expected to continue to act as guarantors of the constitutional rights of Irish 
children? What will happen to the children if the parent or parents are placed in prison upon 
their return? 
 
Under both the Irish Constitution and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, children 
born in Ireland enjoy rights which would be placed in serious jeopardy if their parents were 
to be deported. These include the rights to family life, to the company and support of their 
parents, to have their views heard and to have their best interests be a primary consideration 
in all official actions, policies and legislation affecting them.  If the children were forced to 
leave Ireland and to live in a foreign land it must be assumed that all of their rights under the 
Irish Constitution would be at risk of being violated. 
 
In court, Department lawyers said that the Irish children taken out of Ireland would be 
entitled to return home at some unspecified future date. What if these children decide to 
come home as adults and demand to know how the State could have cooperated with their 
exile and have assisted with the forfeiture of their rights? Will a new board of inquiry be 
established at that time? 
 



The rights of Irish children born of non-national parents are the same as the rights of Irish 
children born of parents who are Irish citizens. The rights of these children must be fully 
respected, and they must be addressed before and not after they are placed in jeopardy. 
 
Before any further steps are taken to deport the parents of Irish children, we believe the 
Government needs to address the consequences of its proposals, to reveal its plans for the 
children involved and to provide assurances that the rights of the children will be fully 
protected and their needs fully met. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Raymond Dooley 
Chief Executive 


