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What About the Rights of the Child? 
 
The Children’s Rights Alliance today called upon all those urging the deportation of certain non-national parents of 
Irish-born children to put such efforts on hold until they are prepared to explain how they will address and protect 
the fundamental human rights of the children involved. 
 
“In recent weeks there has been a growing drumbeat of support for legal changes to permit the State to deport the 
asylum-seeker parents of children born in Ireland,” said Raymond Dooley, Chief Executive of the Children’s Rights 
Alliance. “But no attention is being paid to the rights of the children in question. 
 
“Under both the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Irish Constitution, children born in Ireland 
enjoy rights which would be placed in serious jeopardy if their parents were to be deported. These include the 
rights to family life, to the company and support of their parents, to have their views heard and to have their best 
interests be a primary consideration in all actions, policies or legislation affecting them. As Irish citizens they also 
have the right to residency in Ireland. 
 
“Whether the supporters of parental deportation are proposing to change the law or re-negotiate the Good Friday 
Agreement or amend the Irish Constitution, they must recognise these rights and reveal their plans for the children 
who will bear the impact of their proposals. They must explain how the best interests of the child will be served and 
the institution of the family advanced by separating the children from their parents who will be sent back to their 
country of origin. 
 
“They must answer the question: Who will care for the children left behind? 
 
“Or are the children born in Ireland to be effectively deported as well? If they are, wouldn’t such a practice amount 
to a gross infringement of their rights as Irish citizens?  
 
“For those who are proposing to overcome that hurdle by actually stripping the Irish-born children of their legal 
entitlement to Irish citizenship on the grounds that other countries decide citizenship based on parentage, not place 
of birth, some consideration might be given to the two days celebrated around the world this week. The first is St. 
Patrick’s Day, when people throughout the world declare themselves to be Irish. Nowhere is that tradition more 
widely celebrated than in the United States, a nation that routinely deports non-nationals but that also 
automatically confers citizenship at birth to children born within its borders, regardless of the legal status of the 
parents. Over the years, millions of children of Irish parentage have obtained American citizenship on that basis. 
 
“The second is the International Day Against Racism, when people join in celebrating diversity and opposing racial 
hatred and discrimination. One of the fundamental rights enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child is the right to non-discrimination. Proposals to restrict or deny citizenship status that coincide with a widely 
perceived increase in racial minority immigration levels raise concerns about the underlying intent of such 
proposals. 
 
“The rights of the Irish-born children of non-national parents must be respected. They must be given primary and 
not secondary consideration and they must be addressed before and not after they are placed in jeopardy. We urge 
all those proposing legal or constitutional changes in this area, or seeking greater deportation powers from the 
courts, to put their efforts on hold until they can ensure that the rights of the children will be fully protected.” 
 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of sixty-eight NGOs concerned with the rights and welfare of children 
in Ireland. The Alliance works to secure the full implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 


