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Children's Rights Alliance Welcomes Commitment to 
Eliminate Child Poverty 

 
The Children's Rights Alliance welcomed the commitment, objective and targets announced by Government today to achieve 
the elimination of child poverty. The Alliance also welcomed the commitment to set basic child income support at 33-35% of 
the minimum adult social welfare payment. 
 
"Children have a right not to live in poverty", said Raymond Dooley, Chief Executive of the Children's Rights Alliance. "Under 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the state has an obligation to ensure that children have an adequate standard of 
living and the capacity to fully develop their human potential. Poverty violates their basic human rights. In many cases, it 
denies them their childhood." 
 
The Review of the National Anti-Poverty Strategy (NAPS) released today establishes an objective of eliminating child poverty 
and a target of reducing the number of children in consistent poverty to below 2% and "if possible" eliminating child poverty 
completely by 2007. Consistent poverty means experiencing basic deprivation and having an income less than 60% of average 
disposable income. The most recent statistics suggest that at least 8% of Irish children are living in consistent poverty. 
 
In a potentially important development, the NAPS Review explicitly embraces economic, social and cultural rights and states 
that they are provided for in the Irish Constitution and in international conventions ratified by Ireland. The UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, to which Ireland is a party, incorporates the entire range of economic, social and cultural rights 
including education, health, housing and a standard of living that allows for the full development of the child's capacities. 
 
"Recognition of these rights implies an understanding that every child - not just most children, but every child - has a right to 
health care, education and decent housing", said Dooley. "The next steps include providing the promised child income 
support as quickly as possible and accelerating efforts in health, education and housing to bring an end to the routine and 
systematic violation of children's rights in those areas. For example, eliminating all financial obstacles to primary medical care 
for children, as recommended by the Chief Medical Officer, is one such step that could be taken immediately by Government." 
 
The Alliance expressed its disappointment that the NAPS Review failed to do more to address relative income poverty and to 
tackle the growing gap between rich and poor in Irish society. Children growing up in a society in which material inequality is 
growing, even if basic deprivation is declining, are likely to experience the negative and destructive effects of social exclusion. 
Much more work remains to be done in this area. 


