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Children’s Rights Alliance calls for extension of Medical Card to occur without delay 
 
The Children’s Rights Alliance today called on the Government to reverse its decision regarding the 
extension of the Medical Card by implementing in 2002 the major expansion in the eligibility guidelines 
promised in the new National Health Strategy. 
 
“We need to extend free primary medical care to more children for one simple reason: it will improve their 
health,” said Raymond Dooley, chief executive of the Children’s Rights Alliance. “The link between health 
status and economic status has been established repeatedly. The Chief Medical Officer of the Department of 
Health and Children stated in his Annual Report published in September that ‘The weight of evidence 
supports the view that children’s health can be traced to social, economic and environmental conditions… 
Poverty is the most powerful aspect of the social context associated with ill-health in children.’ Recognising 
the need to break this link, the Chief Medical Officer has supported providing all children with free access to 
primary medical care. Now it appears that even the partial implementation of this reform is to be put off for 
another year with no guarantee that it will ever occur. 
 
“From the standpoint of children and their families, of medical professionals and of public health advocates, 
this decision makes no sense. Based on a reading of the Health Strategy, one can assume that it makes no 
sense to the authors and architects of the Strategy, given the Strategy’s laudable commitment to health 
promotion, to prevention of ill-health, to children’s health and to value for money. 
 
“From the standpoint of the Department of Finance the decision should be seen as illogical because for every 
child whose health suffers now as a result of the failure to obtain timely medical care, the costs to the public 
in the future will be even greater when the bill for an early foundation of ill-health comes due. 
 
“We understand that certain reforms take time to implement. Hiring new staff, bringing additional beds on 
line and creating new primary care teams doesn’t happen overnight. Eligibility guidelines, on the other 
hand, can and should be changed and implemented virtually immediately. 
 
“The Health Strategy launched this week has raised the hopes and expectations of people throughout the 
country that quality health care for all is about to be delivered. Having raised those hopes, the Government 
must act now to ensure they are met. Funding must be provided in the Budget to support the extension of 
free primary care coverage to substantial numbers of additional children, or the first two goals of the 
Strategy – Better Health for Everyone and Fair Access – will remain out of reach for many children,” said 
Dooley. 
 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of sixty-eight non-governmental organisations concerned with 
meeting the needs and promoting the rights of children in Ireland. The Alliance seeks the full 
implementation in Ireland of the principles and provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
The Convention, which Ireland ratified without reservation in 1992, asserts the right of children “to the 
highest attainable standard of health.” The Convention also recognises their right of access to health services 
and requires governments to ensure that “no child is deprived” of this right. 
 
The Alliance provided its full health policy submission in relation to the new National Health Strategy in 
May of this year.  The Alliance also participated in the Department of Health and Children’s National Health 
Consultative Forum and has written to Minister of Finance Charlie McCreevy urging him to allocate 
sufficient funds in the coming budget to ensure the full realisation of children’s health care rights. 


