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Citing ESRI Report, Children’s Rights Alliance 
Urges Government to Use Budget to 

Reduce Inequality and to Promote the Elimination of Child Poverty 
 

The Children’s Rights Alliance has called on the Government to ensure that the Budget for 
2002 promotes the elimination of child poverty and reverses the trend towards greater 
income inequality identified by the Economic Social and Research Institute in its report 
released today. 
 
According to the ESRI, annual budgets over the past fourteen years have had the cumulative 
impact of reducing income levels for the poorest one-fifth of the population by roughly 1% 
while increasing income levels for the wealthiest one-fifth by nearly 19%. “A continuation of 
past trends,” the report stated, “…would see relative income poverty rise.” 
 
While emphasising the need to measure accurately the overall impact of tax and spending 
policies on poverty and income levels generally, the ESRI Report has also identified the 
capacity of the annual budget to significantly reduce or increase income inequality, including 
the widely disparate standards of living experienced by children in Ireland.  
 
Under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which Ireland has ratified, 
governments are obligated to respect the right of every child to a standard of living adequate 
for their full human development. The Convention requires that governments, with regard to 
fulfilling this obligation, “shall undertake such measures to the maximum extent of their 
available resources.” 
 
“In recent years a number of important budgetary steps have been taken, including increases 
in child benefit payments, which have helped reduce levels of child poverty in Ireland,” said 
Raymond Dooley, chief executive of the Children’s Rights Alliance. “But we are still finding 
as many as one in eight Irish children living in consistent poverty. Those children have a right 
to expect the government to use ‘the maximum extent of their available resources’ to ensure 
that every child enjoys an adequate standard of living.  They have a right to expect that when 
budget choices are being made, increasing the income of the top 20% of the population will 
not take precedence over the elimination of poverty among children.” 
 
Ireland has adopted a National Children’s Strategy to help progress implementation of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. A key objective and commitment of the Strategy is 
that “children will be provided with the financial supports necessary to eliminate child 
poverty.” The Strategy also provides that targets for the elimination of child poverty will be 
set under the revised National Anti-Poverty Strategy (NAPS), scheduled to be completed in 
November. The Alliance has called for the NAPS to adopt targets that would completely 
eliminate consistent child poverty by 2006, and ensure that no child live in a household with 
an income below 50% of average household incomes by 2011. 
 
Recognising the important connection between income and health status among children, the 
Alliance also renewed its support for the proposal put forward last month by Dr. Jim Kiely, 
the Chief Medical Officer of the Department of Health and Children, to consider providing all 
children in Ireland free access to primary medical care. 
 
“Too often the decision to see the doctor or to obtain prescribed treatment is made on the 
basis of financial considerations,” said Dooley. “Removing the issue of affordability would 



eliminate a major obstacle to equal access to health care for children and go a long way 
towards ensuring that all children receive medical attention and treatment when they need 
it.” 
 
The Annual Report of the Chief Medical Officer stressed the importance of economic status in 
determining the health of children. “The weight of evidence supports the view that children’s 
health can be traced to social, economic and environmental conditions… Poverty is the most 
powerful aspect of the social context associated with ill-health in children,” according to the 
Report. 
 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of sixty-seven non-governmental organisations 
concerned with meeting the needs and promoting the rights of children in Ireland. The 
Alliance seeks the full implementation in Ireland of the principles and provisions of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. 


