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Children’s Rights Alliance Welcomes Chief Medical Officer’s Proposal Regarding 
Free Primary Medical Care for Children, Calls for Government to Adopt Reform 

 
The Children’s Rights Alliance today announced its support for the proposal made by Dr. Jim Kiely, Chief 
Medical Officer of the Department of Health and Children, to consider providing all children in Ireland free 
access to primary medical care. The Alliance called on the Government to include this measure in the 
National Health Strategy and to provide for its funding in next year’s budget. 
 
“Providing children free access to family doctors would go a long way towards ensuring that all children 
receive medical attention and treatment when they need it,” said Raymond Dooley, chief executive of the 
Children’s Rights Alliance. “Too often the decision to see the doctor or to obtain prescribed treatment is 
made on the basis of financial considerations. Removing the issue of affordability will eliminate a major 
obstacle to equal access to health care for children.” 
 
The Alliance also welcomed the Chief Medical Officer’s emphasis on prevention and health promotion for 
children and his call for action to address the crisis of child injuries and deaths resulting from preventable 
accidents, particularly road traffic accidents. “Our most basic obligation to children is to safeguard their 
right to life,” said Dooley. “To do that we must ensure that adequate protections are in place. The growing 
number of child deaths resulting from traffic accidents means that we are failing in our responsibilities in 
this area.” 
 
The Annual Report of the Chief Medical Officer stressed the importance of socio-economic conditions in 
determining the health status of children, and recognised the health care rights of children as stipulated in 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. “The weight of evidence supports the view that children’s 
health can be traced to social, economic and environmental conditions… Poverty is the most powerful aspect 
of the social context associated with ill-health in children,” according to the Report. 
 
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which Ireland ratified without reservation in 1992, asserts 
the right of children “to the highest attainable standard of health”. The Convention also recognises their 
right of access to health services and requires governments to ensure that “no child is deprived” of this right. 
 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of sixty-seven non-governmental organisations concerned with 
meeting the needs and promoting the rights of children in Ireland. The Alliance seeks the full 
implementation in Ireland of the principles and provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
 
The Alliance provided its full health policy submission in relation to the new National Health Strategy in 
May of this year. The Alliance is also participating in the Department of Health and Children’s National 
Health Consultative Forum this year and has written to Minister of Finance Charlie McCreevy urging him to 
allocate sufficient funds in the coming budget to ensure the full realisation of children’s health care rights. 


