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Jillian van Turnhout elected Vice President  

of the European Economic and Social Committee 
  

The Children’s Rights Alliance today (25 October 2006) congratulates Jillian van Turnhout, their Chief Executive, on her 

election as Vice President of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC). 

  

At the inaugural plenary session of the EESC, Jillian van Turnhout was elected Vice President of the European Economic 

and Social Committee with special responsibility for Communication.  This is the first time since 1982 that Ireland holds 

a presidency position; Tomas Roseingrave was President of the EESC from 1980 to 1982. 

  

Upon her election Jillian van Turnhout said: 

“I am honoured to be elected Vice President of the European Economic and Social Committee.  The EESC 

provides a bridge between the European Union and the social partners in the Member States.  Over the next two 

years I will be working to communicate what happens here in Brussels to the people that matter, the citizens. 

  

Next year we will have the 50
th
 Anniversary of the Treaty of Rome which brought about the European Union.  

Whilst this will be a time of reflection I plan to use it to launch our vision over the next 50 years.  We need a 

Europe that is relevant, dynamic and capable of bringing positive change to people’s lives. 

  

One of my first steps as Vice President will be to meet with Commissioner Wallström who is Vice President of 

the Commission and has responsibility for Communications.  When we meet tomorrow we shall be discussing 

how the Commission and the European Economic and Social Committee can develop and strengthen our 

cooperation.” 

  

Jillian van Turnhout has been a member of the EESC since 1998 when she was nominated by the Community and 

Voluntary Pillar on behalf of the National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI) to the EESC and was appointed by 

Government.  She was reappointed in 2002.  In 2006 she was nominated by the Children’s Rights Alliance through the 

Community and Voluntary Pillar and was duly appointed.  In October 2006 she was elected Vice President of the EESC, 

with particular responsibility for the Committee’s Communicating Group. 

  

Her work in the EESC to date has comprised, among other things, opinions on the situation of youth policy, children’s 

rights, the future of Europe and Communicating Europe. 

  

Background information 

The EESC’s presidency rotates among its three groups (employers, employees and various interests).  The President and 

the two Vice Presidents are elected for two years.  For the period 2006-2008, the President elected is Dimitrios 

Dimitriadis (Group 1, Employers, Greece); the Vice Presidents are Alexander Michael Graf von Schwerin (Group II, 

Employees, Germany) and Jillian van Turnhout (Group III, Various Interests, Ireland). 

  

The European Economic and Social Committee (www.eesc.europa.eu) represents the various economic and social 

components of organised civil society.  It is and institutional consultative body established by the 1957 Treaty of Rome.  

Its consultative role enables its members, and hence the organisations they represent, to participate in the Community 

decision-making process.  The Committee has 317 members, who are appointed by the Council of Ministers. 

  

The Children’s Rights Alliance (www.childrensrights.ie) is a coalition of 80 non-governmental organisations working to 

secure the full implementation in Ireland of the principles and provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the 

Child. 

  

END 

  

For a photo and CV of Jillian van Turnhout please contact: Kirsty at 00 353 (0) 1 6629400 

  

For further information, please contact: 
Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, Children’s Rights Alliance 00 353 (0) 87 2333784 



 


