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Press Release 

UN To Be Told of Breaches to Children’s Rights in Ireland 
  

GENEVA, Switzerland 
  
The Children’s Rights Alliance will today (7th June 2006) present the United Nations with details of 
the Irish Government’s progress on implementing the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.   
  
Following an invitation from the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Alliance will give an 
independent evaluation of the State’s report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, and 
will present the findings of its own report From Rhetoric to Rights.   
  
Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, stated: 
“Even though Ireland has significant international obligations to children, policy and services are 
welfare-based rather than rights-based, giving the impression that what the Government does for 
children bestows a favour, rather than recognising and upholding children’s rights. 
  
“The Children’s Rights Alliance has some key questions about how the Government is 
implementing the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in Ireland.  These are: 

• What is the timeframe for a referendum on amending the Constitution to give express 
recognition to children’s rights? 

• What steps will be taken to ensure legislation complies with the Convention? 
The Children’s Rights Alliance also has serious concerns about the slow pace of implementation of 
the Convention in Ireland; the lack of disaggregated data on children; low levels of awareness of 
the Convention among the public, professionals working with children, and children themselves.  It 
will also be highlighting the fact that children do not have the right to have their opinions heard in 
court, in schools and public policy development that impacts on them.  
  
In its presentation to the UN, the Alliance will be highlighting four specific topics: the status of 
children in the Constitution; support services for children; child protection; and the 
treatment of ethnic minority children. 
  
Dr. Noirin Hayes, Chairperson of the Children’s Rights Alliance stated: 

“In addition to our four key topics, we believe the UN Committee will be interested in 
hearing about some of the less well-known but severe breaches of children’s rights in 
Ireland: the treatment of children in adult psychiatric services, trafficking, female genital 
mutilation; and the deportation of Irish children.   

  
“The Government was criticised in its last meeting with the UN Committee in 1998 and told that its 
progress was sub-standard, and many of those criticisms still hold 8 years later.” 

 
END 

  
Editor’s note: The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of 80 non-governmental organisations working to 
secure the full implementation in Ireland of the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
  
The Children’s Rights Alliance report From Rhetoric to Rights is available at www.childrensrights.ie. 
  
For more information:  
(Dublin) Sarah Gahan, Communications Office, National Youth Council of Ireland  01 478 4122 or 087 2195 702 
(Geneva) Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, Children’s Rights Alliance   087 2333 784  
 Please note that Jillian will be in Geneva from 6-8 June.  


