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Hunger Striker under 18s have Rights 

 
The Children’s Rights Alliance today (May 18, 2008) expressed deep concern for the well-being of 
the Afghan hunger strikers under 18 and urged the HSE to be particularly vigilant in its monitoring 
of both the physical and mental health of the under 18s. 
 
Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, said: 
 

“While we welcome HSE monitoring of all the hunger strikers, we ask that they pay special 
attention to the health of the under 18s, given that the long term physical and emotional 
effects could be so much greater for them. 

 
The situation is extremely complex, but one thing is crystal clear.  There are seven young 
men starving themselves to death.  If seven Irish teenagers were doing this, how would 
the State respond? 

 
We respect that the state has an asylum process in place.  However, in the case of the 
under 18s, their health and well-being, over and above questions either way about asylum, 
should take precedence. 
  
Under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which Ireland ratified in 1992, the 
State must ensure that people under 18 seeking asylum are granted special protection.  
Also, the State must ensure that that all actions taken are in the best interest of the people 
under the age of 18. 

 
The State should be deeply, pressingly concerned with the health and survival of these 
young men above and beyond its concern that such behaviour ‘should not be rewarded’”. 

 
The Alliance also called attention to the fact that young people face specific difficulties within the 
Irish asylum system.  The system has no form of complementary protection for young people 
whose circumstances do not fit the strict criteria of the Geneva Conventions but who are at 
particular risk in their home country because they are young.   
 
Jillian van Turnhout said,  

 
“This action has been taken by very vulnerable young people who are fearful for their lives 
if they are deported”. 

 
According to Amnesty International's Country Report for Afghanistan armed groups in continue to 
commit abuses against civilians, aid workers, election officials and potential voters. Abduction and 
rape are reportedly common. The legal system lacks basic provisions for fair trials and executions 
have been reported. 
 

END 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, Children’s Rights Alliance 01 662 9400 or 087 2333784 
 
Note to editors: The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of 80 non-governmental organisations 
working to secure the full implementation in Ireland of the principles and provisions of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. 


