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Alliance Welcomes Beefed Up Minister for Children 
 

The Children's Rights Alliance today (8th December) welcomes the Taoiseach’s 
announcement to increase the remit of the Minister for Children by bringing together 
responsibility for policy areas regarding children from the departments of Health, 
Justice and Education to a beefed up Office of Minister for Children.   
 
Welcoming this announcement, Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive of the 
Children’s Rights Alliance said,  
 

“We are delighted by this announcement, the Alliance has been urging 
Government for some time to increase coordination of services and policy affecting 
children.  The consolidation of responsibility in one Department has the potential to 
make a real difference to children, who have been failed by the fragmentation of 
responsibility and accountability.” 

 
“We are mid way through the government’s ten year strategy for children, the 

National Children’s Strategy (2000), we hope that this transfer of responsibility will 
address some of the weaknesses in implementing the Strategy, in particular in 
relation to the providing vulnerable children with the supports they need”.  

  
“The announcement that the Minister for Children will attend regular Cabinet 

meetings gives children a voice and a champion at the table”. 
 

“We look forward to working closely with Minister Lenihan, his new Head of 
Office and staff over the coming months in the common pursuit of making Ireland the 
best place to be a child”.  
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_____________________________ 
For more information, contact:  
Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive:    01-662 9400 / 087 2333 784 
Maria Corbett, Deputy Chief Executive:   01-662 9400 / 087 7835 057 
 
 
Notes to Editor:  
The Children's Rights Alliance is a coalition of 79 non-governmental organisations 
concerned with the rights and needs of children.  The Alliance works to secure the 
full implementation in Ireland of the principles and provisions of the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child. 
 
 


