
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS ALLIANCE WELCOMES PUBLICATION OF BILL FOR 
CHILDREN’S REFERENDUM 
  
Dublin, 19 February 2007 - The Children's Rights Alliance today welcomed the publication by 
Government of wording for an amendment to strengthen the position of children’s rights in the 
Constitution.  
  
Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, Children’s Rights Alliance said:  
  

“The publication today of the Twenty-eighth Amendment to the Constitution Bill is a 
significant step in the right direction; it brings us closer to our goal of securing 
constitutional change that will make a real and positive difference to all children in 
Ireland. 
  
The Alliance will be holding a consultation meeting with its member organisations to 
review the likely impact of the proposed wording; and will then take a formal decision on 
whether to support the amendment.” 

  
On a number of occasions over recent years the public has made clear its concern about the 
present position of children in the Constitution and its desire that greater constitutional 
protection be afforded to children.  This public concern mirrors that which has been expressed 
over several years by lawyers, academics and others working professionally with children, as 
well as by political parties and non-governmental organisations.  
  
Jillian van Turnhout continued: 
  

“In 1993 we had the findings of the Kilkenny Incest Investigation, in 1996 the 
Constitution Review Group and in 2006 the All-Party Oireachtas Committee on the 
Constitution, all of which recognised the need to strengthen children’s rights in the 
Constitution.  
  
The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child in 1998, and again in 2006, added their 
voice to calls for Ireland to introduce constitutional change to ‘reinforce the status of the 
child as a full subject of rights.’ 

  
The need for change is clear and the road has been signposted since 1993; children 
should not be asked to wait any longer, the time for action is now.”   

  
The large number of cases concerning child welfare that have come before the Supreme Court, 
especially over the last ten years, is another indication of the need for constitutional reform.  
  
Dr. Nóirín Hayes, Chairperson of the Alliance said: 
  

“We all have a duty to ensure that the Constitution, the fundamental law of the land, 
makes children’s rights visible and thus protects, values and respects all children. 
  
Strengthening the rights of children in the Constitution is not a theoretical exercise: it has 
the potential to have a real and positive impact on the lives of all children and their 
families in Ireland now and in the future.” 

  
  



  
Jillian van Turnhout continued,  
  

"The Alliance will continue to advocate for the strengthening of children’s rights in the 
Constitution and will work with the Minister and opposition parties as the amendment 
proceeds through the Oireachtas to ensure that the final wording put before the people 
will make a real difference to all children in Ireland.” 

  
On 9 January, the Alliance published a Position Paper, The Constitution and Children, which 
sets out 14 key principles that the Alliance believes must be reflected in any amendment.   

ENDS 

For further information please contact:  
Jillian van Turnhout (01 6629400 / 087 2333784) 
or Maria Corbett      (01 6629400 / 087 7835057) 
  
Note: 
  

The Children's Rights Alliance is a coalition of over eighty non-governmental organisations, 
which aims to secure the implementation in Ireland of the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child.  
  
Since its establishment in 1995, the Alliance has voiced its concerns about the State’s ability to protect 
children, given the present constitutional position.  In its report to the UN in March 2006, the Alliance 
singled out constitutional change as the key reform needed to enable Ireland to implement the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.   
 
  
On 3 November 2006, the Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern TD, announced the Government’s intention to hold a 
referendum to strengthen the protection of children’s rights in the Constitution.  The Alliance was invited 
by the Minister for Children, Brian Lenihan TD, to undertake consultation with the non-governmental 
sector to inform the Government’s formulation of wording for the constitutional amendment.   
  
The Alliance carried out this consultation during November and December 2006 and the findings of the 
consultation were brought together in a report, entitled The Constitution and Children: A Position Paper 
on the Proposed Referendum on Children’s Rights.  This report was presented to the Minister for Children 
on 9 January 2007 and is available at www.childrensrights.ie.  The report sets out 14 key principles that 
the Alliance believes must be reflected in the proposed amendment. 
  
Ireland ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1992 and in so doing the State 
confirmed to the international community its commitment to implementing the rights contained in the 
Convention.  In the fifteen years since ratification, Ireland has introduced a number of reforms in 
legislation, policy and practice, which serve to advance the implementation of the Convention.  However, 
during that period, it has also been increasingly recognised that the full implementation of the Convention 
will only take place if its principles and provisions are incorporated into domestic legislation and integrated 
into practice and service provision; this in turn will require an amendment to the Constitution.   
  
  

  
 
  
 


