
Thursday 18 October 2007: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CHILD POVERTY DISGRACE IN WEALTHY IRELAND 
 

111,000 children living in consistent poverty in Ireland is a disgrace according to the 

Children’s Rights Alliance, in its pre-budget presentation to the Department of Social and 

Family Affairs today (18 October).  Despite having one of the best performing economies in 

the EU, one in nine children live in ‘consistent poverty’ in Ireland – up from one in ten last 

year.  Pointing to the Government’s failure to meet its promise of eliminating consistent 

child poverty by 2007, the Alliance is now calling on the Government to honour its 

commitment in Budget 2008.   

 

The Alliance’s account of child poverty comes in the same week that Ireland commemorated 

the UN International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.  Among the recommendations are 

calls for a new child income support measure for children in low-income families; an 

increase in the Qualified Child Allowance to €35 per week; and the need to restore the Child 

Benefit payment as a universal payment to all children regardless of their parent’s residency 

status.  

 

Maria Corbett, Policy Director, says: ‘The Government has already failed to meet its original 

schedule of eliminating consistent child poverty by 2007, as outlined in its National Anti-

Poverty Strategy.  This Budget gives them the opportunity to save face.  The Government 

needs to deliver on its promises – albeit belatedly – and ensure all children in Ireland get a 

decent start in life.’ 

 

Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, adds: ‘Most children are fortunate to live in today’s 

Ireland.  Most children are protected from everyday parental concerns.  Our strong 

economy has helped hundreds and thousands to get out of the poverty trap.  However, we 

know of many parents who find themselves getting further and further into debt just to pay 

for the most basic needs of their children – home heating bills or a square meal.  Children in 

these homes are not protected from financial worries.  They ought to be.  Budget 2008 is 

the Government’s chance to give every child a childhood free from poverty.’ 



__ENDS__ 

 

For interview bids and further information, please contact: 

Carys Thomas, Communications Director 

Tel: (01) 662 9400 / 087-7702845; Fax: (01) 662 9355 

Email: carys@childrensrights.ie  

 
Notes to Editor: 

• People are in ‘consistent poverty’ if their income is below 60% of median income (the 

middle income in the population) and deprived of at least two items, such as keeping their 

home warm, ability to buy new rather than second-hand clothes and two pairs of strong 

shoes. 

• The Alliance’s Pre-Budget Submission to the Department of Social and Family Affairs is 

available at www.childrensrights.ie  

 

Who are we? 

The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of over eighty non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

working to secure the rights and needs of children in Ireland, by campaigning for the full 

implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  The Alliance aims to improve the 

lives of all children under eighteen years, through securing the necessary changes in Ireland’s laws, 

policies and services.   

 


