
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS ALLIANCE CONSULTATION CALLS FOR 
CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE 

 

Dublin, 9 January 2007 - The Children's Rights Alliance today formally presented a report entitled The 

Constitution and Children: A Position Paper on the Proposed Referendum on Children’s Rights to Mr. Brian 

Lenihan, T.D., Minister for Children. 

 

This comprehensive report is the result of a consultation held among Alliance members and other NGOs in 

November and December 2006.  It follows the announcement by the Government in November that it 

intends to hold a referendum to strengthen the position of children’s rights in the Constitution. 

 

The report sets out 14 key principles that the Alliance believes must be reflected in the proposed 

amendment.  

 

Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, Children’s Rights Alliance said, “The amendment should make 

children’s rights visible within the Constitution and reinforce Ireland’s commitment to truly valuing childhood 

and respecting children.“ 

 

“Ireland ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1992. Since then, there have been 

eighteen proposed amendments to the Constitution, none of which has tackled the need to strengthen 

children’s rights to enable the full implementation of the Convention. It is now time to make real our 

commitment to children.” 

 

The recommended principles, reflecting our UN Convention obligations, include:  

equality and non-discrimination, the principle of best interests and respect for the views of the child, 

protection from abuse and the right to identity. They also address the State’s duty to intervene where 

necessary to uphold the child’s rights.  

 

 Maria Corbett of the Alliance said, “Strengthening the rights of children in the Constitution will have a real 

and positive impact on the lives of all children in Ireland.” 

 

She continued, “The Alliance believes that it is possible to amend the Constitution to give greater protection 

to children without unduly diminishing the very important role of the family.”  

 

The recommendations of the report have been formulated in the light of discussions with the Alliance 

member organisations, experts in the area and other interested individuals. 

 

Jillian van Turnhout said, “We will hold the Government to a referendum as promised. Over the coming 

weeks, the Alliance will continue to engage in dialogue with the Government, political parties and civil 

society organisations in order to promote the constitutional change necessary to strengthen the protection 

and promotion of children’s rights in Ireland.”  

 

She continued, “We are calling on all the political parties to embrace these findings. We must work together 

to formulate an appropriate wording for the amendment.” 

 

The message is clear – the Government must take children’s rights seriously and must act now.    
 
ENDS 
 
 



For further information please contact:  
Jillian van Turnhout (01 6629400/ 087 2333784)  
or Maria Corbett (01 6629400/ 087 7835057) 
  
Note: 
The Children's Rights Alliance is a coalition of eighty non-governmental organisations, which aims to 
secure the implementation in Ireland of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Since its 
establishment in 1995, the Alliance has voiced its concerns about the State’s ability to protect children, 
given the present constitutional position. In November 2006, the Alliance was invited by the Minister for 
Children, Mr Brian Lenihan, TD, to lead the consultation with the non-governmental sector. During 
November and December, the Alliance consulted with its eighty member organisations: these include a 
cross-section of organisations working directly and indirectly to promote the welfare of children and 
families.  



 

 
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDED PRINCIPLES TO UNDERLIE AN AMENDMENT 

 

 
Based on the consultation process undertaken in November and December 2006, and on the 
recommendations of various official reports, the Alliance has drawn up the following fourteen 
principles, which it believes should be reflected in the proposed amendment.   
 

1. Express Rights for Children:  The amendment should include a statement that the State 
values and respects childhood, and will facilitate children to reach their full potential. 
 

2. Equality and Non-Discrimination:  The amendment should aim to ensure that all children 
will be treated equally and that direct or indirect discrimination of any kind will be prohibited in all 
actions concerning children.  
 

3. Best Interests:  The amendment should include an express requirement that in all actions 
concerning children the best interests of the child shall be the paramount consideration.  
 

4. Right to be Heard:  The amendment should provide for the right of every child to be heard 
in matters that affect him or her and to have his or her views given due weight in accordance with 
age and maturity. 
 

5. Societal Position and Authority of Parents and the Family:  The amendment should 
respect the societal position and authority of parents and the family. 
 

6. Right to Family Life and Continuity of Care:  The amendment should include the right of 
every child to be cared for by his or her parents or family, or to appropriate alternative care and 
protection when either temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family environment and to 
continuity in his or her upbringing. 
 

7. Protection from Abuse:  The amendment should expressly state the right of every child to 
be protected from all forms of physical, emotional and sexual abuse or exploitation. 
 

8. Duty of the State to Intervene to Uphold the Child’s Rights:  Article 42.5 should be 
recalibrated to enable the State to fulfil its duty to intervene when necessary to uphold the child’s 
rights. 
 

9. Adoption of Children of Marital Families:  The amendment should empower the 
Oireachtas to enact laws that will allow for the adoption of children irrespective of the marital status 
of the child’s parents. 
 

10. Right to Identity:  The amendment should provide for the right of every child to have his or 
her identity protected, and to know his or her parents, as far as practicable. 
 

11. Definition of the Child:  The amendment should define a child as any person up to 
eighteen years of age. 
 

12. The Language of Rights and Compliance with the UN Convention:  The amendment 
should use the language of rights and be fully compliant with the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child. 
 

13. Unambiguous Language:  The amendment should be expressed in clear language that 
will be unambiguous within a legal context and, as far as possible, will be relevant both now and in 
the future. 
 

14. Exclusion from Armed Forces:  The amendment should prohibit the conscription or 
recruitment of those under eighteen years into the armed forces. 
 
 


