
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS ALLIANCE CALLS ON 
GOVERNMENT TO SPEEDILY IMPLEMENT CHANGE 

IN CONSTITUTIONAL STATUS FOR CHILDREN 

  

Geneva, 20 September 2006 -   The Children’s Rights Alliance (CRA) has called on 

Government to implement a review of the status of child in the Constitution as quickly 

as possible. 

 Speaking from Geneva, where Minister for Children, Brian Lenihan is appearing 

before the UN Committee on the Rights of Child, Jillian Van Turnhout, Chief 

Executive, CRA said, “While we welcome the Minister’s decision to undertake an 

article by article examination of the Constitution as it impacts on children, we are 

calling on him and Government to address this issue as speedily as possible. There 

have been eighteen amendments to the constitution in the past twenty years and the 

time has come to put children’s rights to the fore and hold a referendum on this 

issue.” 

 She continued, “It is essential that the voice of the child is recognised in the 

constitution.  I believe that we are able to amend the constitution while respecting 

and uphold the role of the family.  This is particularly critical for issues such as child 

protection, court hearings or custody issues.” 

 “We welcome the committee’s observations on areas of concern in Ireland, including 

our low spend on early and primary education, not addressing the new challenges 

caused by obesity and alcohol and our lack of activity in the area of discrimination.”  

 This is the first time such a hearing has taken place in over eight years and the 

Government is addressing a wide range of critical issues from the status of children 

in the Constitution, to youth justice, to corporal punishment and the needs of 

Traveller children. 

The Children’s Rights Alliance, a coalition of eighty non-governmental organisations, 

which aims to secure the implementation in Ireland of the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, is attending the hearing. 

  



ENDS 

  

For further information please contact:  

 Alison Mills  

Q4 Public Relations 

Tel: 01 475 1444 

Mob: 086 851 2890 

  

  

 


