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DECISION FOR REFERENDUM ON CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 

 
‘A Step Forward for Children’ – CHILDREN’S RIGHTS 

ALLIANCE 
 
Dublin, 3 November 2006 - The Children's Rights Alliance warmly welcomed the 
announcement today by the Government that it is to hold a referendum on children’s 
rights.  
 
Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, Children’s Rights Alliance said, “This is an 
extremely significant development for all children in Ireland. Strengthening the rights 
of children in the Constitution will have a real and positive impact on children’s lives. 
We, as a society, need to value and protect childhood.” 
 
Since its establishment in 1995, the Children's Rights Alliance has voiced its 
concerns about the State’s ability to protect children, given the present constitutional 
position. On a number of occasions over the past year, the Irish public has made 
clear its concern about the present situation and its desire that greater protection be 
afforded to children. In its report to the UN in March this year, the Alliance singled out 
constitutional change as the key reform needed to enable Ireland to implement the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.   
 
The Children's Rights Alliance also warmly welcomed today’s invitation from the 
Minister for Children, Mr Brian Lenihan, TD, to the Alliance asking it to lead the 
consultation with the non-governmental sector in relation to the Government’s 
formulation of the wording for the proposed amendment.   
 
In this role, the Alliance will be consulting with its eighty member organisations:  
these include a cross-section of organisations working directly and indirectly to 
promote the welfare of children and families. The Alliance will endeavour to generate 
a consensus regarding a proposed wording. 
 
“The Alliance believes that Irish society can amend the Constitution to give greater 
protection to children without diminishing the very important role of the family,” Jillian 
van Turnhout continued.   
 
“Over the coming weeks and months, the Alliance will also work with its eighty 
member organisations to promote awareness and understanding of the issues being 
addressed by the proposed referendum. We also wish to work with all the political 
parties so that we can all co-operate in the effort to ensure the successful passage of 
the referendum.” 
 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of eighty non-governmental 
organisations, which aims to secure the implementation in Ireland of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
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