
**PRESS STATEMENT** 

 

RESPONSE TO HAMMARBERG’S HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT ON IRELAND 

 

‘The Children’s Rights Alliance warmly welcomes the latest report on Ireland from the Council 

of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, Thomas Hammarberg.  We would like to 

congratulate Commissioner Hammarberg on an excellent report that is both comprehensive 

and succinct in its analysis and recommendations, which throws a spotlight on specific issues in 

relation to children’s rights in Ireland.   

 

The report clearly endorses priorities for change that the Alliance identified in its meeting with 

Commmissioner Hammarberg during his visit to Ireland in November: namely, concerns relating 

to youth justice, mental health, multi-denominational education, separated children and 

corporal punishment.  Commissioner Hammarberg’s international standing will clearly add 

weight to the advocacy work already underway in these areas.   

 

We are pleased that Commissioner Hammarberg shares our concern about the high numbers of 

separated children who go missing from their care placements in Ireland, and that he drew 

attention to the shortcomings in the Immigration, Residency and Protection Bill – a timely 

intervention given that the Bill is at Committee stage in the Oireachtas. 

 

Similarly, in relation to the detention of young offenders, we believe that the report is a 

welcome affirmation of our stance on youth justice: that children should not be imprisoned, but 

where detention is deemed necessary, that a detention school model is used.   

 

Of particular interest, is that Commissioner Hammarberg took the time to welcome the 

Government’s plans to hold a children's rights referendum.  He stressed the need to 

incorporate the best interests of the child principle into the Irish Constitution.  This is yet 

another reminder to the Government that it must deliver a robust ‘children’s rights’ 

amendment and at the earliest and most sensible opportuntity.  

 

We are disappointed that the Government, on the whole, has trotted out its tired, standard 

responses, to what is a blue-print for change, rather than seize the opportunity to lay out clear 

actions for its delivery.  We call for the urgent and full implementation of these 

recommendations by the Government.’ 

Jillian van Turnhout 

Chief Executive 

 

 


