
Children’s Rights Alliance Welcomes UN Committee Recommendation to 
provide for the status of the child as a rights holder 

 
Dublin, 29 September 2006 - The Children's Rights Alliance welcomed the Concluding Observations 
of the UN Committee of the Rights of the Child issued today in Geneva.  The Concluding 
Observations are a statement of the Committee’s findings and recommendations for action.  
 
Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive stated that, “In particular, the Alliance welcomes 
the Committee's statement that they regret the lack of progress on their previous recommendations 
issued in 1998 in relation to ‘the status of the child as a rights-holder and the adoption of a child 
rights-based approach in policies and practices’.    
 
“Furthermore, we welcome the statement that the UN Committee ‘regret that the Convention has not 
been incorporated into domestic law as recommended by the Committee in its previous concluding 
observations.’  
 
“The Alliance supports the Committee’s recommendation that the State “take further action to 
incorporate the Convention into domestic law”, this will necessitate a change to our Constitution to 
provide express recognition for children,” she said. 
  
The Alliance also welcomed the Committee's recommendations on issues which include respecting 
the views of children, child poverty, education, youth justice, asylum seeking children, child abuse, 
alcohol and mental health. 
  
The Concluding Observations are a blue print for action over the next five years.  The Committee's 
recommendations contain enormous potential to make real the rights of children and improve the 
lives of children living in Ireland.    
 
The UN Committee's observations and recommendations reflect many of the concerns of the Alliance 
outlined in its report, From Rhetoric to Rights, and, in particular, those raised in its presentation to the 
UN Committee at the pre-sessional hearing in June this year.  
  
Jillian van Turnhout continued, “The Concluding Observations have validated the views and 
concerns expressed by the Alliance.  We would like to thank our 80 member organisations and the 
children and young people who worked with us over the past two years to feed into the examination 
process.” 

  
The Alliance is committed to working with the Government, opposition parties, state agencies and 
non-governmental organisations in a collective effort to bring about the implementation of the 
recommendations of the UN Committee.  
 
Over the coming years, the Alliance will be monitoring closely the progress made on each of the UN 
Committee's recommendations. As a first step we urge all political parties to embrace the 
recommendations as the basis for their election manifestos in relation to children.   
 
ENDS 
 
For further information please contact:  
 
Alison Mills/Martin Mackin 
Q4 Public Relations 
Tel: 01 475 1444 
Mob: 086 851 2890 



 
 
Note to Editor: 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of eighty non-governmental organisations, which aims to 
secure the implementation in Ireland of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
 
The UN Committee’s recommendations focus on key measures which it considers necessary for 
Ireland to comply with the requirements of the Convention; recommendations are made in the 
following areas:  
 

• Committee’s previous recommendations 

• Legislation and implementation 

• National Plan of Action 

• Independent monitoring 

• Data collection 

• Dissemination, training and awareness-raising 

• Non-discrimination 

• Best interests of the child 

• Respect for the views of the child 

• Protection of privacy 

• Parental responsibilities 

• Family reunification 

• Alternative care for children without parental care 

• Adoption 

• Violence, abuse and neglect 

• Corporal punishment 

• Children with Disabilities 

• Health and health services 

• Adolescent health 

• Harmful traditional practices 

• Standard of living 

• Education, including vocational training and guidance 

• Leisure, recreation and cultural activities 

• Refugee and asylum seeking children 

• Administration of juvenile justice 

• Sexual exploitation and sexual abuse 

• Sale and trafficking 

• Children belonging to minorities 

  


