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The Children's Rights Alliance is a coalition of 80 non-governmental organisations working 

to secure the full implementation in Ireland of the principles and provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

 
 

From Rhetoric to Rights: 
Second Shadow Report to the United Nations Committee on the Rights 

of the Child 
 

Key Recommendations 
 
1.  Constitution 

• Hold a referendum without delay to amend the Constitution to give express recognition to children’s 
rights. 

• After constitutional change is secured, bring in a comprehensive Children’s Rights Act to enumerate 
the rights set out in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

 
2.  Reform of the legal system 

• Establish and adequately resource an independent, national Guardian ad Litem service and bring 
into force the necessary legislative provisions to ensure all children are heard in their own right in 
court and administrative hearings that directly affect them. 

• Reform the family law system in the best interests of the child, moving the system from an 
adversarial to an inquisitorial model. 

 
3.  Child protection 

• Put the Children First Guidelines for reporting child abuse on a statutory basis. 

• Ban corporal punishment within the family and in care settings. 
 
4.  Child poverty 

• Address increasing inequalities and ensure that children are enabled to grow up free from poverty; 
introduce a new social welfare payment for children in low-income families, both in and out of work. 

• Build quality social and affordable housing for families with children; ensure that emergency 
accommodation for families with children is appropriate to their needs. 

 
5.  Asylum and migration issues 

• End discriminatory practices in the standard of care provided to separated children seeking asylum; 
put in place an equitable and appropriate alternative to direct provision for asylum-seeking families 
with children. 

• Recognise all child-specific forms of persecution as grounds for refugee status or complementary 
protection. 

• Provide Irish children who were de facto deported with appropriate citizenship documentation to 
enable them to exercise their constitutional rights; uphold the right of Irish children of migrant parents 
to family reunification. 

 
6.  Supporting children and families in crisis 

• Provide multi-disciplinary teams of professionals to deliver preventive and therapeutic services, 
moving the emphasis away from crisis intervention. 

• Ensure social services are adequate to meet statutory obligations to children, and establish a seven-
day, twenty-four hour social work service for children at risk. 

 
7.  Youth justice 

• Implement in full the Children Act, 2001 and abandon legislative proposals that would weaken the 
original Act. 
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8.  Health 

• Provide full medical cards (free healthcare) for all children living in low-income families. 

• Develop a range of appropriate prevention, early intervention and treatment supports and services 
for children and young people with mental health difficulties. 

• Implement the recommendations of the Reports of the Strategic Task Force on Alcohol and establish 
a National Alcohol Control Centre to ensure their implementation. 

• Implement the recommendations regarding children of the Report of the National Task Force on 
Obesity. 

 
9.  Education 

• Develop an integrated, universal, high-quality early childhood care and education system. 

• Adequately fund primary and second-level education to ensure the education rights of all children, 
giving priority to addressing educational disadvantage, reducing class size, modernising school 
buildings, and providing tools for enrichment such as sports equipment, musical instruments and 
computers. 

• Fully resource and staff the National Educational Welfare Service to address absenteeism and early 
school leaving. 

• Support the establishment of multi-denominational and non-denominational schools. 
 
10. Travellers 

• Create sustainable change for Travellers by implementing all Government commitments regarding 
Traveller accommodation, health and education. 

 
 

Tools for making rights real 
 
For the purpose of implementing the above recommendations, the Alliance calls on the Government to adopt 
tools for making rights real. These include: 
 
Rights-Based 

• Ensure all legislation, policies and services are in compliance with the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. 

• Involve children as true partners in the development of policies and services at national and local 
level, in line with Article 12 of the Convention. 

• Conduct a national awareness campaign to inform children about their rights, and take steps to 
empower children to exercise their rights, as enshrined in the Convention. 

• Inform the public and decision-makers of Ireland’s obligations to children under the Convention. 
 
Structural 

• Grant the Minister for Children explicit right to attend all Cabinet meetings. 

• Provide the leadership and resources necessary to enable the Office of the Minister for Children to 
effectively coordinate policies and services for children. 

• Build evaluation and review mechanisms into policy to assess whether resources provided are 
producing positive outcomes for children. 

• Systematically collect, analyse and publicise data on all aspects of children and young people’s 
lives.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information please contact:  

Jillian van Turnhout, Chief Executive, Children’s Rights Alliance  01 662 9400 or 087 2333 784  

Maria Corbett, Deputy Chief Executive, Children’s Rights Alliance  01 662 9400 or 087 7835 057 


