
                                                                                                                               

Fianna Fail – An Ireland for all. Read more here 

Childcare 

• Introduce a €2,000 Child Minders Tax credit. 

• We will invest an additional €81m to increase the universal childcare subsidy from €20 per 

week to €80 per week. 

• We will consider introducing fee caps for childcare services if costs to parents are not 

reduced 

• We will introduce a tax credit for registered childminders of 0-3-year olds worth €2,000 for 

average income households at a cost of €26m 

• We will increase the Home Carer Tax Credit to €2000 per year at a cost of €30m. 

• We will expand the ECCE scheme from 38 to 40 weeks at a cost of €17.2m 

• We will introduce a childcare price register 

• We will provide legal certainty and help ensure families can continue to use Au Pairs into the 

future on fair terms 

• Expand Maternity leave to 30 weeks at a cost of €38.8m. 

• Protect the first 14 weeks of leave as core maternity leave and 4 weeks as core paternity 

leave and allow parents to share the remainder of paid and unpaid leave as they choose. 

• We will ensure full investment in expanding childcare facilities 

• We will address this with a €10m relief fund for commercial rates 

• We will create 1000 Childcare apprenticeships at a cost of €9.9m 

• Expedite the review of the Childcare Act and bring forward necessary amendments. 

• Review Ireland’s management of retrospective abuse allegations to bring it up to best 

international practice. 

Social Protection 

• Reducing the hours of work required to qualify for the Working Family Payment from 19 

hours to 15 hours for lone parents. 

• Extending the jobseeker’s transitional payment for lone parents until their youngest child 

reaches 18 years of age.  

• Allowing lone parents in employment whose children are aged between 7 and 14 years of 

age to receive both the jobseeker’s transition payment and the working family payment. 

• Reforming the child maintenance system. 

• We will double the Child Benefit payment on the birth of a first child. This will cost €3.5m 

• We will increase Maternity Benefit for those who have a multiple birth by an additional 8 

weeks above current levels. This will cost €700,00 

• Increase the Qualified Child Increase in each age bracket by €5.00  

• Increase expenditure on the school meals programme by 10%. 

https://www.fiannafail.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Fianna-Fail-General-Election-Manifesto-2020.pdf


• We will top up payments to people with disabilities by €10 to recognise the unique costs 

they have to pay. This measure will cost €167.8m 

• We will extend the Free Travel Scheme to children in receipt of the Domiciliary Care 

Allowance at an estimated full year cost of €5m 

Health 

• Implement the National Women & Infants Health Programme. 

• Ensure that ownership and governances issues in the new Maternity Hospital on St Vincent’s 

site are open, transparent and that the facility is state owned. 

• Expand free GP care on the basis of means in line with Sláintecare’s goals and in alignment 

with an expansion in capacity. We will negotiate with GPs to achieve this on a phased, 

agreed basis 

• Abolish prescription charges. Cost - €68m  

• Remove car park charges in hospitals. Cost - €12m 

• Complete the National Children’s Hospital.  

• Support the relocation of the Dublin maternity hospitals 

• Establish a new primary school healthy eating education programme to help cultivate 

lifelong healthy cooking and eating habits.  

• Commit to a cross-departmental and cross sector approach to deal with childhood obesity 

through a bold long-term strategy.  

• Issue National Planning regulations to create “No Fry” zones for new Primary and secondary 

schools. 

• Ban vaping and e-cigarette products for under 18’s and ban child focused flavours. 

• Prioritise recruitment in Children and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) with a 

special focus on areas such as the south east counties and south west Dublin where less than 

half the required staff are in place.  

• Develop a dedicated Vision for Change for Children style strategy.  

• Ensure multi-annual funding for Jigsaw, the National Centre for Youth Mental Health to build 

on their existing network of early intervention and prevention services and supports. 

• We will progressively expand the teams to provide 29 for Adult MHID to and 17 for CAMHS-

ID 

• Provide mental health policy implementation acknowledges and highlights the link between 

mental health, sexual orientation and sexual health and the compounding of risk factors for 

mental wellbeing in circumstances of co-existing vulnerabilities. 

• Ensure that the development of future services and the expansion of existing services is 

proofed by way of an impact assessment, to ensure that services are delivered in a LGBTI+ 

and gender understanding manner 

• Work to provide 16 specialist eating disorder services teams – half of them for CAMHS - 

across the country. 

Law 

• Introduce legislation that will severely punish those who purchase drugs from children and 

those who use minors as cogs in their distribution network 

• We will construct a purpose built complex to deal with these cases. The complex will also 

house a new Children’s Court to deal with children charged with committing criminal 

offences, many of whom are also in the care system. Support and intervention services will 



be co-located at the facility so to prioritise early and effective intervention. This will be 

drawn from pre-committed capital resources for the Court service 

• Set out strict controls on gambling advertisement The ubiquity of gambling advertising risks 

seeping into vulnerable users and children. It should be confined to appropriate 

postwatershed times and tackled online. 

• End Loot Box gambling Children are being drawn into gambling through online video games 

that use loot boxes. We will empower the new regulator to tackle this insidious practice 

• Publish legislation to expand on existing parental control options to make it mandatory for 

Internet Service Providers to offer control options to parents and for mobile service 

providers to allow content to be blocked on phones.  

• Establish a new Digital Safety Commissioner. The Commissioner’s general function would be 

to promote digital safety, including an important educational role to promote positive digital 

citizenship among children and young people, in conjunction with the Ombudsman for 

Children and all the education partners. The cost of this new office will be €9.6m based on 

the Australian example.  

• Work at EU level and through our Digital Safety Commissioner to place a Duty of Care on 

online providers to ensure adequate protections are put in place to prevent children from 

accessing unsuitable sites such as pornography and gambling. 

Education 

• We will reduce the average primary school class size to 20:1 by 2025. This measure will cost 

€86.4m 

• We will reduce the DEIS band one pupil teacher ratio to 18:1. This measure will cost €17.4m. 

• We will roll out a €5m grant to Local Authorities and the Department of Education for an 

“Edible Playgrounds” campaign in every county initially focusing on DEIS schoo 

• We will invest a further €25m in capital investment in sports funding for schools 

• We will hire an additional 100 guidance Counsellors to fully reverse the Fine Gaels cuts to 

this vital service. This measure will cost €6m. 

• Primary Schools: Re-establish the Modern Languages in Primary School Initiative at a cost of 

€15m per annum. Manifesto 2020 76  

• European Languages and Culture Course: Task the NCCA to design a new course on the 

Junior Cycle that centres on European languages and culture in light of Brexit.  

• Mandarin: Roll out Mandarin as a full Leaving Certificate curricular exam subject and award 

additional points to learners taking it at Higher Level 

• Introduce legislation banning the inappropriate use of reduced timetables.  

• To reform the NCSE so that its primary function is to ensure each child with a special 

education need has an appropriate school place in line with their constitutional rights.  

• Prioritise the construction of special schools on the Department of Education and Skills 

project list.  

• Produce a five-year forecast of the current and future need for special needs education 

places in the catchment area of each school and to communicate this demand to schools 

within each area. 

• Create a National Book Gifting scheme Parental engagement is crucial to cultivating lifelong 

reading. Working with existing charities we will create a national free book scheme for 

children. Each child will receive a free book four times a year from the age of six months 

until they turn five. This scheme will cost €3.1m. 



• Ensure every child automatically gets a local Library card when they start school Our library 

network forms a vibrant base for learning and cultural enrichment across Ireland that 

cultivates the treasure of lifelong reading. We will ensure every child gets a library card 

when they start school. This will cost €0.3m.  

• Set up a new Literature Bursary & Translation Fund Young readers should have the 

opportunity to move into writing as a viable career. Irish writing is a vibrant but fragile 

scene. We can support writers by assisting with translation through a new central fund that 

will enable writers to access foreign markets. In addition, a new Bursary for writers based in 

the Arts Council will help direct financial supports to fledgling writers. We are allocating 

€0.3m to this measure. 

• Undertake an audit of the application of ‘limited/reduced timetables’ on Traveller children 

and publish its report. The Inspectorate should also identify a mechanism to capture the use 

of ‘limited/ reduced timetables’ when carrying out school inspections. 



                                                                                                                               

Fine Gael – A Future to Look Forward to. Read more here 

Law 

• In 2020, we will enact a new Online Safety and Media Regulation Bill to place new 

requirements on online services to comply with binding Online Safety Codes made by the 

Online Safety Commissioner. Each Online Safety Code will set out the steps online services 

must take to keep their users safe online, in relation to a particular issue. Codes will address 

a wide range of matters, including:  

• Combating cyber bullying material and material promoting eating disorders, self-

harm and suicide  

• Ensuring that services operate effective complaints procedures, where people can 

request that material is taken down  

• Ensuring that advertising, sponsorship and product placement are not harmful and 

that they uphold minimum standards.  

• Ensuring effective takedown measures. Online services will be legally obliged to 

abide by the codes that apply to them. 

• The Online Safety Commissioner will be part of a new Media Commission, which will replace 

the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland and will also take on the role of regulating the audi 

ovisual sector. The commissioner will have a range of strong powers to police the new law. 

• One of the greatest sources of uncertainty and anxiety to parents is when and how their 

children should get access to digital technologies and to what level they should be 

supervised. To inform parents and to guide policy-making generally, we need much better 

and more robust evidence. We will task the new Online Safety Commissioner with 

developing a research programme led by internationally recognised experts to review the 

existing and developing literature in relation to the consequences, benefits and potential 

harms to children primarily of digital activity.  

• Following this, we will fund an ambitious programme to fill the gaps in the research. As part 

of their mandate, research will be conducted into the guidance and measures that have 

been considered and/or implemented in other jurisdictions, regarding online activity and 

their effectiveness in reducing negative consequences. 

• Ireland has a diverse range of family structures and Fine Gael has established a process to 

advise on the legal recognition of all types of parents, so as to ensure that all families have 

true equality in the eyes of the State, as they do in the eyes of their fellow citizens. 

• Family law is an especially sensitive area, which requires special facilities and structures. 

Under Project Ireland 2040, we have earmarked €80 million in capital funding for the 

construction of a new Family Law Court. We will introduce a Family Court Bill to create a 

new dedicated Family Court within existing court structures and provide for Court 

procedures that support a less adversarial resolution of disputes 

• We will work with NGOs to identify appropriate legal pathways for young people who find 

themselves ‘undocumented’ to regularise their status 

https://election2020.finegael.ie/pdf/FG_GE20_Manifesto.pdf


 

 

Education 

• In line with Project Ireland 2040, we will deliver a PE build and modernisation programme, 

so that students in more post-primary schools have access to indoor facilities for PE. This 

complements the decision by Fine Gael in Government to make PE an examinable subject at 

Leaving Certificate level. Enhanced and modernised PE facilities will also provide extra 

amenities for local communities 

• We will progress the development of the new primary school Maths curriculum to include 

computational, flexible and creative thinking skills. 

• We will work to develop an age appropriate RSE programme, across the primary, post-

primary and third-level sectors, which focuses on developing healthy relationships, the 

importance of consent, an understanding of sexuality, the role of social media and the 

prevention of domestic violence. 

• We introduced Languages Connect: Ireland’s Strategy for Foreign Languages in Education 

2017- 2026. We will continue to work at all levels of our education system to encourage a 

greater take-up of foreign languages and to promote a society where the ability to learn and 

use at least one foreign language is taken for granted. This will give us a significant 

competitive advantage after the UK leaves the EU. 

• We will incentivise after-school services in schools or community hubs to offer a range of 

education and family-focused measures, including physical education (PE), homework clubs 

and speech & language therapy 

• We know that the cost of school transport can be significant for parents. Over the next five 

years we will progressively reduce the charge to parents for the School Transport Scheme 

until the charge is abolished. We will also amend the scheme’s rules to allow a pupil attend 

their nearest school or next nearest school to offer families more choice. We will conduct a 

study in 2020 to examine the feasibility of introducing free public transport for under 18s 

who are still in education, taking into account the planned significant increase in capacity for 

public transport to meet current and future demand. 

• We will build on the steps taken in recent years to support small schools by reducing the 

pupil-teacher ratios in schools with four teachers or fewer. In each of our first two years in 

office, we will reduce the number of pupils – by one – required by small schools to retain or 

recruit a teacher 

• The DEIS programme has been an outstanding success in helping to tackle disadvantage in 

education. We have commenced a review of the current DEIS scheme, to extend it and to 

support more schools in disadvantaged areas. Informed by this review, and in consultation 

with our education partners, we will expand access. 

• Our programme to tackle educational disadvantage will include: 

• Developing more tailored supports for DEIS schools, including a toolkit of supports, 

to enable schools to get the right supports to meet their needs, based on school 

improvement plans 

• Providing school leaders with access to better data, so that they can plan for the 

future 

• Continuing to develop initiatives to improve reading and Maths 

• Targeting access programmes to higher and further education  



• Improving the pathways in our education system for less academic students, 

particularly in transition 

• We will achieve the target of at least 400 multidenominational and nondenominational 

schools by 2030, to improve parental choice. We will continue to uphold the rights of 

parents to have their children educated in a denominational school. We will protect minority 

faith schools 

• In 2020, we will continue the roll out of this new initiative by providing hot meals to a 

further 35,000 children in primary schools. We will continue this level of expansion over the 

next five years, focusing in the first instance on providing hot meals to the most vulnerable 

children in our society 

• Over the past two years, we have increased capitation in recognition of this. We will 

continue this and increase the capitation paid to primary and secondary schools by 5% each 

year, over the next five years. 

• In September 2020, we are commencing a free schoolbooks scheme pilot, which will benefit 

thousands of primary school pupils and their parents. We will use the learnings from this to 

inform the introduction of a free books scheme for all primary schools, commencing in 

September 2022. 

• We know how the summer months can be a source of anxiety for parents, as they face the 

costs associated with children returning to school. We will work hard over the next five years 

to reduce those costs. 

Social Protection 

• We will implement the newly published social inclusion strategy – A Roadmap for Social 

Inclusion 2020- 2025 – which will:  

• Make Ireland the most socially inclusive State in the EU  

• Reduce consistent poverty  

• Reduce the percentage of children at risk of poverty and social exclusion from 25% 

to 15%  

• Increase the employment rate of people with a disability to 25% in 2021 and 33% by 

2026 

• Family carers are the backbone of care provision in Ireland. Fine Gael recognises this, which 

is why it brought in free GP visit cards for carers and published Ireland’s first National Carers’ 

Strategy, which we will review and update. We will now ensure that all those in receipt of 

the Carer’s Support Grant are entitled to free GP care. We will increase social welfare 

payments to carers by at least €25 over the next five years. We will develop a pension 

solution for carers, particularly carers of incapacitated children, that recognises the 

enormous value of the work carried out by them 

• We will keep the income limits for the Working Family Payment under review, to ensure that 

the families in need of this support continue to receive it. We will continue to support 

families into the labour market and therefore towards greater financial security. no longer 

being welfare dependent. 

• Fine Gael supports the target of a 2% annual increase in the number of new mothers’ 

breastfeeding in maternity hospitals and primary care centres, with support from increased 

access to lactation specialists and public health nurses. We will prioritise areas of social 

disadvantage and where there are low breastfeeding rates. For those wishing to extend 

breastfeeding beyond six months, Fine Gael supports the extension of paid 



breastfeeding/lactation breaks or paid reduction in working hours for breastfeeding mothers 

from 26 weeks to 104 weeks. 

• Over the next five years, we will extend parental leave by a further seven weeks. This means 

that in 2025, parents will each have an individual entitlement to nine weeks of paid parental 

leave in the first year of their child’s life. This is in addition to their existing maternity and 

paternity entitlements. 

Childcare 

• Over the next five years, we will invest an extra €400 million, as we reduce childcare costs 

for parents and increase quality and accessibility. This will bring annual investment in 

childcare to more than €1 billion in 2025. This funding will be used to increase the 

thresholds and the subsidy rates of the new National Childcare Scheme over the next 5 

years. It will allow many more parents benefit and it will reduce the costs they pay for their 

childcare. This scheme is fair – it ensures those who need most, get most. 

• Fine Gael is committed to increasing the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) scheme 

to 42 weeks per year over the course of the next five years. We will also increase the 

capitation rate on this scheme. 

• Fine Gael will work with childminders to publish a Childminding Support and Inclusion Plan 

that will give parents access to subsidies to reduce their childcare bill, increase quality, 

choice and ensure greater recognition for childminders and their profession. We will work 

with childminders and their employers to ensure they benefit from additional funding over 

the next five years. 

• We will support the establishment of a Joint Labour Committee in the childcare sector. A 

childcare JLC will be able to draw up an Employment Regulation Order, which would 

determine minimum rates of pay for childcare workers, as well as terms and conditions of 

employment 

• Parents want to be told if there is a serious regulatory problem with their childcare provider. 

Fine Gael is committed to ensuring that Tusla has the necessary resources, manpower and 

legislative support to ensure a transparent reporting structure for parents and guardians. 

• Many parents would like more support and information about child development and 

parenting practice that can be put into everyday use. We are committed to the delivery of 

more easily-accessible online and class courses that offer advice and guidance to parents. 

• We are committed to the full implementation of Tusla’s Action Plan on the 

Recommendations of the HIQA Statutory Investigation into Tusla’s Management of Referrals 

(June 2018). This includes the implementation of its Workforce Plan, and the management 

of referrals and retrospective cases. 

• The loss of a child is an incredibly tragic event. We will support parents through this difficult 

time by introducing a new bereavement assistance for two weeks for both parents. 

Health 

• We will cap the maximum daily charge for patients and visitors at €10 for all hospitals. 

Flexible day/pass/multientry passes will be introduced in all hospitals to patients and their 

families. 

• We will take the next steps towards universal access to healthcare by:  

• Extending free GP care to all children under 18  

• Abolishing in-patient hospital charges for children  



• Extending a free dental-care package to children under 16, in line with our oral 

health policy Smile agus Sláinte  

• Introducing baby boxes for all new parents. 

• Recognising the increasing public health challenges posed by obesity, we will work with key 

stakeholders to introduce a Public Health Obesity Act, including examining restrictions on 

advertising aimed at children. 

• We will ban the sale of nicotine inhaling products, including e-cigarettes, to people under 18 

years and a licensing system for the retail sale of nicotine-inhaling products. We will also 

curb the advertising of these products near schools, on public transport and in cinemas. 

• We will continue to extend Youth Mental Health services, including Jigsaw, which is free to 

access and does not require GP referral 

Other 

• Through the continued expansion of the Creative Children Initiative, we will ensure that 

every child in Ireland has access to tuition and participation in art, music, drama and coding 

by 2022. 

• Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: The National Policy Framework for Children and Young 

People 2014-2020 (BOBF) is our strategy to make Ireland a good place to be a child and a 

young person. We will build on the successful implementation of BOBF in the next National 

Policy Framework for Children and Young People, in recognition that any new strategy must 

have specific and measurable targets, with clear accountability and time frames. We will 

consult closely with stakeholders, including NGOs, in advance of publishing our new 

strategy. 

• Fine Gael in Government will continue to implement and fund the National LGBTI+ and the 

LGBTI+ Youth Strategy – the first in the world – to create a safe, supportive and more An 

Ireland where nobody is left behind Fine Gael General Election Manifesto 2020 29 A future 

to Look Forward to inclusive Ireland and to improve the physical, mental and sexual health 

of our young people. 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                               

Labour – Manifesto 2020. Read more here 

Social Protection 

• Labour will develop and implement an ambitious strategy to eliminate child poverty. Labour 

agrees with the goals of the NoChild2020 campaign: making primary school genuinely free-

of-charge; healthy school meals; meeting children’s healthcare needs; access to arts and 

culture; more comprehensive childcare; and targeted payments to families at greatest risk of 

poverty. Labour will resource the CSO to publish reliable, frequent data on the detail of child 

poverty. The restored Combat Poverty Agency will have a central remit in developing a 

strategy to eliminate child poverty. Labour will also restore full social protection payments 

to under-25s and ensure the incomes of lone parents are sufficient. 

• Labour will require local authorities to have regard to the needs of children and families who 

are homeless, by enacting Labour’s Housing (Homeless Families) Bill 

Health 

• Labour will extend free-of-charge GP care to all under-18s, and to everyone with a longterm 

illness or disability. We will train more GPs and invest in practices, so your community has 

access to a doctor.  

• Labour will deliver on child and adolescent mental health services. Ireland has a very high 

suicide rate among teenagers. One essential missing piece is the lack of child and adolescent 

mental health services (CAMHS) in so many parts of the country. Staffing these services is a 

challenge, but as part of Labour’s wider commitment to staff local primary care centres, 

CAMHS can be properly staffed in every area to deal with the wide range of mental health 

issues presenting among children and young people. 

• Labour will extend the sugar tax to more processed foods, and will use the funds to supply 

healthy school meals in primary schools. 

• Labour will improve access to healthcare for people who are transgender, to speed up 

access to treatments such as hormone replacement therapy 

• Labour will review the health and addiction problems associated with e-cigarettes and 

implement measures to discourage young people from taking up vaping. 

• Labour will introduce stricter regulations for sale or marketing of high fat, sugar and salt 

foods to children, including on social media and in school 

• Labour will promote a bike-to-school scheme, with incentives for the purchase of bicycles by 

schoolchildren along the same lines as the bike-towork scheme. 

Education 

• Labour will make primary education genuinely free-of-charge, to fulfil the guarantee in the 

Constitution, including free schoolbooks, a uniform grant and healthy school meals. 

• Labour will end the two-tier pay system for teachers and school secretaries.  

https://www.labour.ie/download/pdf/labour_manifesto_web.pdf


• Labour will reduce primary class sizes to the EU average by 2025 on a cost-neutral basis. This 

is possible because a reducing population of children is lowering the demand for primary 

school places, creating the opportunity to move towards European norms on smaller class 

sizes. These are especially beneficial for children with special needs or who do not have 

English as a first language.  

• Labour will strengthen supports for schoolchildren to learn European languages, including 

opportunities for teachers to work abroad for a term to improve their own foreign language 

competence. The skill of languages is essential for Ireland as part of the EU and the world 

market. 

• Labour will examine the introduction of local flexibility for school starting times to better 

align the schedules of parents and students while also reducing the numbers commuting at 

peak-times  

• Labour will require all schools to develop and enforce a policy on smartphone use by pupils. 

Labour will require education on sex and relationships in all schools to be objective and 

inclusive. 

• Labour will continue to implement the programme for changing patronage of primary 

schools, to provide parental choice and to recognise the growing diversity in the population. 

• Labour will progressively remove state subsidies from the 7% of secondary schools that are 

private fee-paying. At present, access to highly competitive university education is 

dominated by students from private schools who have an unfair advantage of having 

additional resources from fees combined with teachers whose salaries are paid by society as 

a whole. Labour wants all schools to foster excellence and to provide genuine equality of 

opportunity to access university courses, further education and apprenticeships 

• Labour will reduce DEIS class sizes in proportion to reductions in regular class sizes, and 

increase capitation to DEIS schools. 

• Labour will continue to expand the provision of Special Needs Assistants in schools. We will 

set continuously higher targets for school improvements in literacy and numeracy. These 

basic skills are the foundation for social inclusion and access to later opportunities, and 

Labour will push for every child to have a sufficient level of literacy and numeracy, regardless 

of their background. 

• Labour will conduct a review, and implement its findings, to ensure that the teaching of 

history in secondary education is adequate, including the option of restoring history as a 

mandatory subject. 

• Labour will require all schools to ensure children receive a minimum number of hours of 

physical activity every week. This will reduce obesity and improve physical and mental 

health. Physical activity can include formal PE but also initiatives like “Daily Mile” walks and 

runs, bike-to-school schemes and walking buses. 

Childcare 

• Labour will develop a high-quality public Childcare Scheme for Working Parents, because 

parents should never have to choose between their children and their job. The simple fact is 

the current model is not working. We need to try something new and bring Ireland into line 

with our European neighbours when it comes to childcare. The costs to parents would be 

moderate and set at the EU average level of childcare costs. 

• As it stands, parents in Ireland are paying three times the EU average cost. In the first phase, 

we will roll out the service in a number of areas around the country, targeting parents who 

cannot currently work because of the prohibitive cost of childcare. The service will include 



early drop-off times and late collection to reflect modern work practices and commute 

times, and be based on best practice education, play and early learning. Only appropriately 

regulated and inspected childminding services will be eligible to provide Government funded 

schemes, which will prioritise community-led, not-for profit childcare models. This scheme is 

the first step towards Labour’s vision of a universal public childcare service for all parents, 

which ultimately will replace other existing schemes and subsidies. 

• Labour will raise the pay floor in childcare to a higher minimum wage through a Sectoral 

Employment Order for that sector, while developing a professional career pathway in 

recognition of the number of graduates in the sector. Those working in the public scheme 

will be paid at the very least a Living Wage and Labour will implement a programme to raise 

qualifications of at least 60% of staff in the early years sector to degree level (Level 7 on the 

NFQ) by 2025. 

Law 

• Labour will introduce new safeguards to protect young people from abuse and 

discrimination, including online. Labour will continue to press for its Harassment and 

Harmful Communications Bill 2017 (“Coco’s Law”) to be enacted, to update the law to 

include harassment and bullying on the Internet, mobile phones and social media. 

• Labour will review all legislation to ensure that the 2012 referendum recognising children’s 

rights is fully implemented in law. Labour will introduce a Statutory Child Maintenance 

Agency based on best international practice. 

• Labour will introduce a welcoming New Irish policy, similar to Scotland’s New Scots policy, 

which will formally recognise that being a member of Irish society is not about parentage or 

formal citizenship, but about being born in Ireland or choosing to make a long-term 

commitment to life in Ireland 

• Labour will maintain a zero-tolerance stance on racism and xenophobia, including anti 

Traveller prejudice.  

• Labour will support the introduction of a European Child Guarantee to help ensure that 

every child at risk of poverty or social exclusion has access to the most basic of rights like 

healthcare and education. 

• Labour will commence all sections of the Children and Family Relationships Act. Labour will 

amend the Gender Recognition Act 2015 to address shortcomings, such as lack of 

recognition of non-binary, identified in the 2018 report on the operation of the Act. 

• Labour will redirect resources towards early intervention with young children who have a 

disability and special needs, including neurodiversity, to reduce waiting times and to 

improve outcomes. This has been shown internationally to be more cost effective, as well as 

much better for children and their families. 

• Labour will restore the right to citizenship to children raised in Ireland and whose primary 

affiliation is to Ireland. At present, many children brought up in Ireland do not have an 

automatic right to citizenship because their parents are not Irish citizens, even though they 

have never known another home. This can cause serious problems for them after school, 

such as an inability to go to college, to work or to travel. This legal change can be made 

under existing provisions in the Constitution, despite the 27th Amendment 

• Labour will regularise undocumented children, young people and adult workers, including 

migrants fleeing domestic violence who are reliant on their partner’s residency status. 

Labour will support those brought into Ireland by human traffickers, not least those 

traumatised by the experience of forced prostitution 



• Labour will review international attempts to control child and young people’s access to 

inappropriate material on the Internet, and we will introduce controls in Ireland that have 

been shown to work and to benefit children and young people. 

• Labour will implement new pilot programmes to prevent anti-social behaviour by young 

people, drawing on best practice in the “Dundee Model” of wrap around care and the 

“Iceland Model” of providing constructive activities to deter substance misuse. The findings 

of these pilot programmes will be implemented more widely. 

• Labour will progressively abolish the current system of Direct Provision and move 

responsibility for accommodating asylum seekers to the Department of Rural and 

Community Affairs. We will phase out for-profit provision of accommodation. Smaller scale 

tenders will be issued to approved housing bodies, and community consultation and support 

will be improved. Working rights for asylum seekers will be improved 

 



                                                                                                                               

People Before Profit – Election Manifesto. Read more here  

Health 

• Create a network of community primary care centres and provide free GP care for all. 

Preventative care is the best way to reduce reliance on hospitals. The community care 

centres should act as hubs that provide GP services and basic diagnostics. They should be 

staffed with direct employees who will deal with both physical and mental health. Moves 

should be made to bring private GP service providers into the public system and integrate 

them into a system of community care centres. 

• Abolish car parking charges in hospitals. It is stressful enough visiting the sick – we don’t 

need to impose an extra burden. 

• Tackle growing levels of childhood obesity. Put a ‘sugar tax’ on the profits of carbonated 

soda companies. Ban vending machines from schools and provide water fountains. • Start 

Fruit and Veg Clubs in all schools to make sure children get their five portions a day and build 

healthy eating habits for the future. 

• Free contraception through the health service. Contraceptive methods such as the bar can 

cost over €300, leaving those who cannot afford to pay without protection from pregnancy.  

• Free sanitary products through the health service 

• Free gender care through an Irish NHS, including services like psychotherapy, counselling, 

speech and language therapy, hormone therapy, hair removal and gender reassignment 

surgery. 

• Extension of the Gender Recognition Act to those aged from 16 to 18; a third gender option 

for non-binary people on all official forms 

Childcare 

• Develop a National Childcare Service. This will represent a transition to a publicly-owned and 

funded childcare system. The current, privately-owned system should be integrated into this 

new structure. This would also mean hiring thousands of extra childcare professionals.  

• Guarantee public access to childcare, initially, at an affordable cost. 

• Guarantee decent wages and full access to training and retraining for childcare workers. 

• Accessible state-funded childcare in communities and workplaces. 

• Implement full legal protection for au pairs as employees. 

Social Protection 

• Legislate for maternity leave to be paid at the full wage rate by private employers. 

• Increasing the Maternity Period to 12 months, providing full maternity pay and one month’s 

paternity pay. 

• Adequate provision of services for lone parents and their families, for people with disabilities 

and for children with special needs. 

• Increase the back to school and footwear allowances by €50.  

https://manifesto.pbp.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Paople-Before-Profit-General-Election-Manifesto-2020.pdf


• Increase the age of the youngest child receiving One Parent Family Payment to 14. 

• Extend child benefit to 18-year-olds in second-level education. 

 Education 

• Abolish all requirements for compulsory religious instruction. Allow religious groups and 

non-religious groups to access school facilities after school hours. 

• Establish a maximum class size. Our goal is a maximum number of students in any class, 

anywhere in the country, of 18. 

• Increase the numbers of special needs assistants in classrooms to the pre-crash level. SNAs 

are right to take action for certainty in employment and should have security in pay and 

conditions. Reverse cuts to guidance teachers.  

• Introduce modules on philosophy, political economy, arts and media studies in second level 

to promote creativity and civic awareness. 

• Open schools and colleges for after-school artistic activities for children and teenagers. 

• Schools must have an anti-bullying module dealing with LGBTQ young people. 

• Compulsory, age-appropriate sex education which deals with issues around gender, 

sexuality, safe sex, consent and contraception. 

 Other 

• Hold a referendum to repeal the 27th Amendment. Give all children born here the right to 

citizenship. 

• Establish a right to family reunification for immigrants who have spent time in Ireland. 

• Move to a policy of free public transport to get people out of cars, improve air quality and 

reduce emissions. 

• Reduce the voting age to 16. 

• Fund access to arts participation in disadvantaged areas for adults and children and those 

with disabilities.  

• Hate crime legislation to deal with homophobic and transphobic attacks and proper 

recording of data on such attacks. 

• Move to a policy of free public transport to get people out of cars, improve air quality and 

reduce emissions 

 



                                                                                        

Renua – Policies. Read more here 

RENUA supports the establishment of ISAs for children whereby parents/guardians and 

grandparents can each invest up to €3,000 per annum in after tax income in a savings account for 

their young. Child ISAs will not be accessible until the child reaches the age of 18. At 18 they can 

decide to withdraw the funds tax free or roll the savings into an ‘Adult ISA’. 

Law 

• RENUA considers child access to online pornography to be a form of child abuse. We will 

insist on a national strategy and collaboration between parents, internet providers, Gardai 

and the State to prevent such access and protect our children. 

• RENUA will ensure that our Victim’s Rights Bill will include a minimum, mandatory sentence 

of 20 years in prison where an adult in a position of authority coerces, induces or persuades 

a child to engage in sexual activity. Those so convicted will not become eligible for parole 

until they have served a minimum of three quarters of their sentence. The Director of Public 

Prosecutions will be mandated to take into consideration the age gap between the victim 

and perpetrator when making decisions on such cases. 

• RENUA will introduce legislation to make recruiters liable for the crimes that the child was 

instructed to undertake. 

• RENUA will introduce legislation to make the corruption of a minor a criminal offence. Those 

prosecuted under our new law will face a mandatory, minimum sentence of 15 years in 

prison. 

Health 

• We will require all maternity hospitals to develop a ‘perinatal palliative care plan’ as a 

positive alternative to abortion in rare and tragic cases where a pre-born child has been 

diagnosed with a life-limiting condition. 

• RENUA will reverse the imposition of VAT on health foods and supplements. We want 0% 

VAT on all health foods and supplements. Human health should not be taxed. 

Education 

• RENUA will value our teachers and remove red tape that discourages innovation in our 

school system. 

• RENUA strongly supports the right of parents and schools to protect their own moral, 

religious and spiritual values. We totally reject plans to introduce compulsory and totally 

inappropriate ideology-based LGBTQ, porn literacy and pro-abortion sex education into Irish 

primary and secondary schools. 

• RENUA supports the retention of the existing and effective ‘Stay Safe’ and SPHE programmes 

in schools. 

https://www.renuaireland.com/policies/family-policies


• RENUA will invest in primary and post-primary education. We believe that school-books and 

school transport should be paid for by the state rather than parents. RENUA will restore the 

school capitation grant to 2010 levels and end the practice of individual schools seeking 

‘voluntary contributions’ from parents. 

• RENUA will respect and protect the right of schools to protect their own ethos. We respect 

the Constitutional primacy of parents in the education of their children. We reject any 

attempts the State to impose compulsory and extreme sex education / indoctrination on all 

primary and secondary school children regardless of parents’ wishes. 

• RENUA will remove unnecessary bureaucratic barriers to home-schooling. We support all 

responsible and conscientious parents who choose to exercise their constitutional rights to 

be the primary educator of their children. RENUA’s proposals to reform income tax and 

increase home carer tax credits will also make this option more affordable for families with a 

stay at home parent. 

 



                                                                                                                          

     

Sinn Fein – Giving workers & families a break. Read more here 

Childcare 

Transforming childcare into a fully fledged public service so that workers are properly paid and fees 

slashed by 66% or more than €500 per month on average  

Establishing a dedicated early years and school age care agency with responsibility for all aspects of 

funding, oversight, planning and administration to ensure consistency in reporting standards and 

minimising duplication of administrative work 

 Achieving a 60% degree-led ECCE workforce by 2025, as recommended by the EU i.e. that 60% of all 

supervisors, managers, etc, hold degrees and will, therefore, increase the Learner Fund by €9.6 

million to encourage greater upskilling 

Increasing funding to the Access Inclusion Model by €6.5 million to make SNA supports available to a 

greater number of children with consultation of parents, childcare providers, therapists and other 

relevant professionals 

Introducing a system/database of support ‘relief’ workers supported through the County Childcare 

Committees who can step in on a short-term basis for those leaving services to upskill ensuring no 

staff deficit for services » Providing additional resources to tackle the continuing backlog of Garda 

vetting, thereby speeding up hiring of staff  

Developing a system for a passport style Garda vetting card that will follow the employee rather 

than the service   

Reinstating the Childminding Advisory Service 

Extending the six Childminding Development Officer positions with a dedicated officer employed by 

each of the 30 City and County Childcare Committees 

Expansion of afterschool care 

Establishing a network of child contact centres  

Social Protection 

Delivering an additional 26 weeks of maternity (or paternity) leave to enable a parent to be with 

their child for its first year of its life and increasing the rate of benefit paid by €50 to €295 to allow 

mothers and fathers avail of their leave without financial hardship 

Introducing a €140 Back to School Bonus Child Benefit Payment for every child paid at the start of 

July at an annual cost of €173 million 

Reform our trans healthcare towards an informed consent model 

https://www.sinnfein.ie/files/2020/SF_GE2020_Manifesto.pdf


Increasing the Qualified Child Increase payment to €48.50 and €82.40 for those under and over 12 

years respectively 

Introducing an annual Back to School Child Benefit double payment at a cost of €173 million 

Extending child benefit to 18 year olds in secondary school at a cost of €56 million 

Establishing a Child Maintenance Service to assist and support lone parents and their children 

Increasing the age limit for the One-Parent Family Payment to 14 years and the earnings disregard to 

€175 

Education 

Introducing legislative measures to ensure schools make uniforms affordable and giving power to 

the Ombudsman for Children to investigate and make recommendations in that regard  

Providing free school books to all children 

Ending schools’ reliance on so-called voluntary contributions by increasing core capitation funding to 

schools and legislating to end the contributions.  

Providing the NCSE with greater powers to ensure that sufficient school places and classes are 

provided, and the needs of children are met alongside robust appeals mechanisms  

Reducing waiting times for assessments and resourcing supports for students with special 

educational needs, including proper access to therapies. 

Increasing investment in the School Completion Programme by one third  

The recruitment of an additional 750 social workers, 100 additional administrative support staff and 

125 aftercare workers  

Recruiting additional educational psychologists along with greater administrative support to make 

better use of their time  

Providing funding for the recruitment of 500 additional SNAs and 450 additional resource teachers 

over and above those required to meet demographic pressures.  

Establishing an initial panel of 200 speech and language therapists for schools as a shared resource 

Reducing the student/teacher ratio to 20:1 at primary level 

Increasing funding for the DEIS scheme by 20%, enabling approximately 200 additional schools to 

avail of supports 

Re-establish the Statutory Committee to advise the Minister in initiatives to address educational 

disadvantage  

Ending public subsidies to private schools 

Ensuring full time guidance counsellor for every secondary school and an additional position for 

schools over 500 pupils  

Increasing investment in the School Completion Programme by €8 million or almost one third 

Our decade-long ambition is to deliver free school transport for every child and, in our first term of 

Government, we would introduce free travel for the children availing of the School Transport 



Scheme at a cost of €16 million and invest an additional €50 million to increase the number of 

children who can avail of the scheme by 50,000. 

Digital champions to promote digital literacy in all schools 

Developing curriculum for positive mental health classes at Primary and Second level  

Providing age appropriate suicide prevention training to all second level students through the 

National Office of Suicide Prevention 

Ensuring full-time guidance counsellor for every secondary school and an additional position for 

schools over 500 pupils 

Development and roll-out of a more inclusive Relationships and Sexuality Education curriculum  

Law 

Create an Office of a Digital Safety Commissioner and roll out a Strategy on Children’s Cyber Safety 

Pass the Sinn Féin Bill to ban so-called “conversion therapy” 

Increasing funding for the youth work sector 

Enacting robust hate crime legislation  

Extending the Gender Recognition law to trans youth and non-binary persons 

Lowering the voting age to 16 

Health 

Deliver free GP care for all over a term of Government at a cost of over €455 million commencing 

with two free visits for everybody that is not covered by a medical or GP visit card in year  

Delivering dental care for under 18s 

Delivering free hospital car parking 

Free contraceptives, in all forms, and emergency contraception 

Expanding new-born screening programme to test for a wider range of rare diseases and conditions 

and introducing legislation to ensure EU standards for new-born screening are exceeded  

Tackling childhood obesity  

Rolling out a Baby Box scheme at a cost of €15 million 

Implementing the National Healthy Childhood Programme  

Legislate for ‘no-fry zones’  

Delivering free dental care for all children and young people under-18  

Increase funding for the Public Dental Service  

Vaccination education awareness campaign 

Increase funding for the National Immunisation Office  

Enhancing end of life and palliative care for children 



Legislating to regulate the marketing of junk foods, sugary drinks, intoxicating drinks, and gambling 

to children 

Increasing child and adolescent mental health teams to 100 and fully staff them 

 

 



                                                                                                                               

Social Democrats – A New Deal for Parents. Read more here 

Social Protection  

• The Social Democrats favour the extension of paid parental leave so that in conjunction with 

paid maternity leave, paternity leave and existing paid parental leave, the first 12 months of 

a child’s life can be covered by paid leave. The amount of leave would be set at the level of 

Maternity Benefit and would be state-funded. It would be shareable between parents 

• We would like to see the overall amount of paid and unpaid parental leave extended to the 

European average of around 100 weeks per child. We would also like to see the general child 

qualifying age for unpaid parental leave extended to 16 years. We will significantly relax the 

qualifying criteria on how parental leave can be taken as the rules are currently far too strict. 

• We will establish a Commission to research, trial and set out a pathway to the introduction 

of a right to flexible work including working from home, termtime working and a 4-day 

week, and to ensure that it works for parents, families of all types, and for large and small 

employers 

• We will raise the qualifying child age for unpaid parental leave to 16 years and to 18 years 

for children with disabilities. We will provide for this and other flexibilities through a new 

Family Leave Act in consultation with representatives from those sectors.  

• We will provide a new Early Years Payment to cover children from the end of paid parental 

leave until entry into preschool 

• As an over-riding aim the Social Democrats want a clear target set down in the next 

Programme for Government that consistent child poverty, as currently measured, will be 

eliminated as early as possible within the lifetime of the next Dáil. This is very readily 

achievable. This is a make or break issue for us entering Government. 

• We feel strongly that the Taoiseach needs to lead a cross-Department approach on ending 

child poverty and should be directly accountable for achieving that target 

• Replicate targeted area-based investment similar to the YoungBallymun programme in other 

disadvantaged areas to allow larger numbers of children to benefit from a programme with 

proven success in improving learning and well-being outcomes.  

• Set official all-of-Government target of ending Consistent Child Poverty by the early 2020s – 

led by An Taoiseach; Change the recently published Roadmap for Social Inclusion to 

incorporate this specific goal.  

• We will campaign for better direct supports for parents and improve peer supports.  

• Introduce a statutory Child Maintenance Service.  

• Poverty-proof all Budgets and set against the targets of the new Anti-Poverty Strategy. 

• Prioritise housing and end the practice of children living in hotel rooms, hubs, and other 

emergency accommodation.  

Childcare 

https://185412-547224-1-raikfcquaxqncofqfm.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/A-New-Deal-for-Parents-.pdf


• We will significantly improve support under the National Childcare Scheme to allow far more 

families with children under the age of 12 to qualify and to improve supports under the 

universal element of the scheme. 

• We would set aside funding to ensure that no parent is worse off when transferring from 

existing community childcare subvention schemes to the new National Childcare Scheme 

• We will improve direct funding to the childcare sector to help improve employment 

conditions and training, and to improve sustainability 

• We will also seek to reduce the administrative burden on the sector through direct 

assistance from County Childcare Committees 

• We will deal with insurance hikes in the sector through significant reform of Ireland’s claims 

regime and the regulation of insurance companies.   

• We will introduce a single Early Years and School Age Childcare Agency. If childcare fees 

continue to increase in line with subsidies, we will introduce measures to cap them. 

• It is the long-term aim of the Social Democrats to establish a national public childcare service 

and as a first step we would pilot this public provision of childcare in areas where there are 

the most acute shortages.  

• Increase funding for TUSLA and recruit additional social workers, childcare workers, social 

care workers and other front-line staff to deal with the chronic shortage of intervention and 

prevention services for highly vulnerable children.  

Education 

• The Social Democrats are committed to the introduction of truly free Primary and Secondary 

Education. This would mean investing in schools to improve school capitation grants, school 

transport, and book schemes to ensure that schools end the practice of seeking voluntary 

contributions from parents 

• We will also ensure that school managers adopt a principle of cost minimisation in relation 

to school uniforms and other school costs.  

• We will invest in new primary school teachers, supports for special needs, and strive towards 

the full commencement of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 

2004 so that parents with children with special needs do not need to be eternally 

campaigning for their child’s rights  

• Extend the school meals programme on a priority basis to ensure that all children have 

access to nutritious food 

• Increase the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance.  

• Improve funding to the DEIS programme and target the needs of disadvantaged students 

outside these areas.  

• Expand the number of special needs assistants.  

 Health 

• Our Sláintecare proposals will provide for the expansion of frontline primary care services.  

• It will mean that basic services that are key to a child’s development such as public health 

nursing, speech and language therapy, and eye, ear and dental services will be significantly 

improved so that parents can rely on them if their child needs them.   

• We would like to extend existing initiatives whereby mothers/parents in the same 

community that have children in the same month are invited to come together 1 day per 

week for advice on parenting. This takes place over 1 month - from that point, if parents 

wish to continue to meet, they can.   



• Implement a range of programmes and initiatives of support to parents in the critical 0-3 

stage of development, focusing on parental well-being and early infant development.  

• As part of the full roll-out of Sláintecare we will provide additional funding for public health 

nursing and we would like to see some of this investment going to dedicated child and family 

public health nurses.  

• Investing in public health nursing will also allow for a much sharper focus on breast-feeding. 

We are keen to take a number of measures to support breastfeeding by ensuring maternity 

services are properly resourced to support new mothers, by extending entitlement to breaks 

to breast-feeding mothers, by requiring large workplaces to provide breast-feeding rooms 

and a small fridge for breast-feeding mothers who wish to pump, and by establishing a 

breastmilk bank in the Republic. Ultimately, we would like to move towards the much-

heralded Australian model for support for first-time mothers 

• The Social Democrats will address these weaknesses by drawing up a new national plan for 

obesity. To ensure there is proper buy-in from all Departments, this plan will be headed by 

the office of An Taoiseach, and Departments would have to report to An Taoiseach through 

a new National Implementation Office.   

• As part of this plan we will:    

• Introduce a ban on all food advertising aimed at children.  

• Improve labelling and nutrition information on food and drinks, and the public’s 

understanding of it.  

• Introduce a sweet snack tax.  

• Ensure that “no fry zones” are put in place within 400m of all schools, where practicable, as 

has happened in Wicklow.  

• Ban vending machines in schools.  

• Require all schools to have healthy food policies and provide guidelines on school lunches.  

• Increase exercise time in schools.  

• Invest heavily in sport and recreation, ensuring that there are grant allocations on an annual 

basis and that qualifying criteria are strongly skewed towards driving participation. 

• Promote safe cycling as a viable option for children. 

Law 

• The Social Democrats commit to:   

• Supporting the roll out of the new Digital Rights Commission  

• Developing a new National Strategy on Children’s Cyber Safety and On-line Bullying  

• Much better public awareness campaigns for parents and children on on-line safety issues 

and digital well-being  

• Enacting legislation to reflect the Law Reform Commission’s recommendations in its 

publication, “Report on Harmful Communications and Digital Safety”.   

• Ensuring the continued prohibition of the use of children’s online data for commercial 

marketing purposes by keeping the ban on the practice of ‘profiling’ for under 18-year-olds.   

• Developing new public health guidelines and awareness campaigns for the maximum length 

of time children of various ages should spend playing computer games.  

• Establishing a review of how loot boxes and some in-game purchases are targeted at 

children, a review of the extent to which they constitute gambling and a review on whether 

or not these should be banned in games with certain age-ratings.   



• We would also set down a requirement for a new warning system on computer games sold 

over-the-counter to alert parents that the game includes in-game purchases and/or loot 

boxes.   

• Introducing new regulations to prevent over-the-counter sales of computer games to 

children who are under the age-rating for the game (as in Britain) 

 



                                                                                                                           

Green Party – Towards 2030 – A decade of change – Read more here 

Social Protection 

• We propose to move towards a system of UBI through gradual reform of the tax and welfare 

system. We will build on existing structures such as child benefit, the State pension and the 

Department of Social Protection and Employment Affairs working-age payments. Specific 

measures to progress the principles of the UBI include the following.  

• Introducing a trial study of UBI, similar to those carried out in Finland and Canada. › 

Preventing child benefit from becoming eroded by inflation. 

• Merging the contributory and non-contributory State pensions into a universal pension as 

recommended by Social Justice Ireland. 

• Introduce a refundable tax credit to supplement the income of part time workers. 

• Implement the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Social Protection’s 

report on the position of lone parents in Ireland.  

• Restore the age limit for the One Parent Family Payment from 7 years of age to 18 years 

inclusive or until a child has left second level education. 

• Make the Maintenance Recovery Unit in the Department of Employment Affairs and Social 

Protection responsible for the collection of all maintenance payments needed for the 

processing of social welfare payments. 

• Extend paternity leave and increase flexibility, including by incorporating the circumstances 

of premature babies and providing additional financial support, where necessary, for the 

families of premature babies 

Childcare 

• Bring Ireland into line with the EU average for childcare payments through an integrated 

scheme of direct subsidies to families and supported caps on costs through local authority 

provided childcare.  

• Ensure that all children with disabilities or who have other additional needs get support to 

access early years support services.  

• Establish a comprehensive framework for the early education profession including 

qualifications, professional development and remuneration ensuring that childcare workers 

are incentivised to stay in the sector after graduation.  

• Require local authorities to conduct a review and support service for childcare buildings to 

ensure that all premises have the correct planning status, the appropriate space and services 

for childcare and that they meet all requirements for fire safety and air quality 

Health 

• Setting planning restrictions on outlets selling high calorie ‘junk-food’ and beverages within 

or adjacent to schools and a ban on their sale in schools and other public buildings 

frequently used by children.  

https://www.greenparty.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/GREEN_PARTY_TOWARDS_2030-WEB-VERSION.pdf


• Review and amend the Mental Health Act, 2001, which currently does not grant young 

people, aged 16-17 years old, the right to consent to treatment for their mental health. For 

many years, people aged 16-17 years old have had the right to consent to treatment for 

their physical health, but not their mental health. This situation is seriously out of 

compliance with international human rights standards. 

• Introducing legislation to mandate that vending machines in schools can only supply healthy 

snacks. 

• To increase the availability of support and medical services e.g. hormone replacement 

therapy, gender confirmation surgery, psychological services, and funding for support 

groups 

• Offer all forms of contraception and related GP visits free of charge. This would ensure that 

costs are not a barrier to family planning decisions. 

• Support informed consent during maternal care and develop publicly funded primary health 

care services to support home birth for those who choose this option. 

• Include a free post-natal dental and physiotherapy check-up for mothers under the 

Maternity and Infant Care Scheme, in keeping with the holistic approach to health. 

• Our strategy for keeping children in sport will be centred on low-stakes participation. We 

will encourage National Governing Bodies to limit scorekeeping and record taking in 

underage sport. This will promote continued participation into adolescence and adulthood, 

leading to improved elite performance outcomes. 

• Supporting the International Obesity Task Force’s ‘Sydney Principles’ as a basis to restrict 

commercial marketing of foods to children.  

• Improving the long-term immunity and health of the population of Ireland by increasing 

support, protection and promotion of breastfeeding in maternity, paediatric and community 

health care settings.  

• Improving the quality and nutrition of food served in other public-sector areas such as 

schools, hospitals, government buildings, local authority premises, etc., and pushing for local 

food procurement policies for the public sector 

Education 

• Reducing pupil-to-teacher ratios at first and second level with a particular focus on DEIS 

schools.  

• Addressing teacher shortages for subject specific and substitute teachers.  

• Reinstating the school capitation grant to pre2010 levels for all schools. 

• Exploring the phasing out of homework in primary schools 

• Establishing nationwide book schemes and ending voluntary school contributions in publicly 

funded schools. 

• Prioritising supports for homeless students, students in direct provision and students from 

disadvantaged areas to help them stay and progress in education. 

• Funding specific resources (particularly Special Needs Assistants) and special classrooms for 

children with Special Educational Needs to meet local demand. › Mapping school catchment 

areas to ensure enrolment for all learners at primary and post primary levels. 

• Enacting the Oireachtas education committee recommendations in relation to relationship 

and sexuality education, particularly related to the well-being and inclusion of LGBTQ+ 

students.  

• Ensuring that students’ ethnicity and religion (or non-religion) are not barriers to their 

enrolment and participation in school.  



• The encouragement of community involvement in food growing through allotments and 

community and school gardens 

• Recognising school as an important environment for young people which supports their 

mental health and well-being, as well as recognising the importance of the positive mental 

health of teachers and staff.  

• Introduction of a food module to the primary school curriculum dealing with all aspects of 

food, from its growth and production, to its nutritional content and how to cook it.  

• Linking local farm produce to schools through the School Meals Programme. 

• To improve education for young people in SPHE/RSE classes to reduce transphobic bullying 

both in schools and after leaving school.  

• Strengthen current sexual health education and make all elements of the curriculum 

mandatory. 

• Provide teacher training to encourage more girls to pursue technical subjects, and ‘non-

traditional’ areas of study, such as engineering, science and politics. 

• Recommend the appointment of a School Mental Health Officer to ‘mental health proof’ the 

culture of every secondary school so that all staff feel confident to teach children with 

mental health needs in a supportive way and know clearly how and where to refer those 

who may be in crisis. 

• Requiring school children to participate in at least half an hour of physical education every 

day, including in exam years. 

• Developing an Irish cultural studies subject which values the heritage, language, nature, 

biodiversity and culture of Ireland in the global landscape. 

• Introduce a programme of bicycle maintenance and safe cycling education in schools to 

improve cycling behaviour and the safety of bicycles on the road. 

• Developing and implementing a strategy for adult literacy, numeracy and digital skills. 

• Equipping young people with the knowledge and skills to prepare for and tackle the global 

climate crisis, through extended youth platforms and additional supports for green 

community projects and research 

• Provide art education at every stage of primary and secondary level and expand and 

mainstream the Creative Schools Programme to develop artistic talent and audiences for the 

future. 

Law 

• Lowering the voting age to 16. 

• Establish a dedicated family court within the existing court structures, to ensure that 

matters dealing with family law and child law are always dealt with separately to the general 

list 

• Providing more funding and administrative support to the community policing model and 

youth engagement programs. 

• Work towards ending Direct Provision and replacing it with a not for profit system based on 

accommodation provided through existing or new approved housing bodies. At the same 

time, implement all the recommendations of the McMahon Report to improve conditions 

for Asylum Seekers currently living in the system. 

• Support a path for regularisation of undocumented migrants, broaden access to family 

reunification and allow easier access to the labour market 



• Provide better support for women and children who are in the direct provision system to 

guarantee their wellbeing, including an adequate allowance, access to appropriate facilities 

and clarity in the law to prevent child trafficking. 

• The addition of protection for transgender and intersex people to existing hate crime 

legislation and its inclusion in any new legislation. 
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