
 

Summary of Fine Gael General Election 2016 Manifesto 
Commitments in Relation to Children1 

 

This document is produced by the Children’s Rights Alliance and is a compilation of the information 
contained in the Fine Gael manifesto for General Election 2016. As the information is sourced from 
an external party, we do not accept responsibility for its content. 

 
1. Alcohol, Smoking and Drugs 

 

Public Health Alcohol Bill: Fine Gael will prioritise enactment of the Public Health (Alcohol) 
Bill in seeking to reduce average alcohol consumption from 11 litres per annum to 9.1 litres 
of pure alcohol per annum by 2020. This legislation is the most far- reaching proposed by 
any government. It will target affordability, availability and attractiveness and ensure alcohol 
is addressed as a public health measure.2 
 
Minimum Unit Pricing: Fine Gael will introduce minimum unit pricing, making it an offence 
to sell or advertise alcohol at a price below a set minimum; we will review the minimum 
price at set intervals.3 
 
Health Labelling: We will introduce labelling requirements for alcohol products and notices 
in licenced premises providing consumers with health information and advice.4 
 
Sponsorship: We will prohibit alcohol sponsorship at events which are organised for 
children, and which involve driving or racing cars.5 
 
Regulation of Alcohol Marketing to Children: Young people are particularly vulnerable to 
alcohol related harm and are becoming increasingly exposed to online alcohol advertising. 
We will strengthen regulation of online alcohol advertising to children, limiting exposure at 
this impressionable age. We will introduce a ban on advertising near schools, playgrounds 
and public transport and require a 9pm broadcasting watershed for alcohol adverts.6  
 
Reduce the Prevalence of Smoking: Fine Gael remains committed to making Ireland 
Tobacco Free by 2025. We will vigorously defend plain packaging of tobacco products 
against litigation by the tobacco industry. We will invest in public awareness campaigns to 
encourage more people to give up smoking. We will prohibit smoking within the campuses 
of primary and secondary schools and child care facilities. We will increase the excise duty 
on a pack of 20 cigarettes by 45 cent per year, with a pro-rata increase on other tobacco 
products.7 
 
Drug Awareness: Fine Gael will ensure full implementation of the National Drugs Strategy 
and continue to resource the new Garda Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau and local drugs 
units to tackle changing trends in drugs supply. We will continue to support Local Drug 
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Taskforce projects for young people including targeted drug prevention and awareness 
programmes.8 
 

2. Child Protection and Care 

 

Child and Family Agency: Fine Gael established Tusla, Ireland’s first dedicated child and 
family agency, which has changed the way we deliver child protection and welfare services. 
Funding for 200 additional social workers was provided for in Budget 2016. We will continue 
to develop Tusla as it cements its progress and moves forward from crisis intervention to 
early intervention and by end 2020 we will fund 500 additional social workers. We will 
extend its remit to incorporate new services and build improved interagency working 
arrangements with other services. For example, child detention schools will be transferred 
to Tusla as we establish a single national directorate to respond to the challenges and needs 
of our most troubled and troublesome teens, bringing together child detention, youth 
justice, special care and targeted therapeutic and support services.9 
 
Ensuring Mandatory Report of Child Protection Concerns: We introduced legislation on 
child protection and ensured that the voice of the child is heard. All relevant groups will be 
required to develop Child Safeguarding Statements so that parents can examine these 
statements and satisfy themselves that their child is safe and protected from harm.10 
 
Garda Vetting: Fine Gael will continue to ensure that the highest of standards of vetting 
procedures are met for all positions where there is substantial access to children and 
vulnerable adults.11 
 
Guardian Ad Litem (GAL): We will review the operation of the GAL mechanism representing 
a child’s view in court proceedings to ensure that the perspective of the child is always taken 
fully into account. This will include clearly setting out the role and functions of GALs, as well 
as the qualifications and experience required to act as a GAL. This will ensure a better 
service, and a more effective use of resources to protect children.12 
 
Child Care Law Reporting Project: Fine Gael will respond, with an implementation plan, to 
the independent Child Care Law Reporting Project report and recommendations within 6 
months of entering government.13 
 

3. Disability 

 

Prepare School Leavers: Fine Gael wants to equip school leavers with the skills required to 
move into further education, training or employment if they so choose. This means earlier 
intervention and planning, in order to widen job opportunities. We will work with disability 
and education stakeholders to ensure that adequate and early post-primary transition 
planning takes place for all school leavers. Ensuring equality of opportunity in accessing 
further education is also crucial.14 
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Pre-School Year Supports: Fine Gael introduced a new scheme to ensure access to the Early 
Childhood Care and Education for young children with disabilities. We will continue to work 
with stakeholders on the further development of this initiative.15 
 
Special Educational Needs: For a young child, parent and teacher, it is crucial that early 
detection and intervention takes place so that each child can reach their full potential. Over 
€41.4bn is spent annually on special education, yet families still face anxiety in accessing 
services. We will examine the adequacy of current funding provision, with a view to ensuring 
children get the earliest and best support possible. Fine Gael increased the number of 
Special Needs Assistants from 10,575 to 12,040. We also increased the number of resource 
teachers from 5,175 to 7,452 in 2016. We will continue to do so. We will consult with 
stakeholders to see how best to progress sections of the EPSEN Act that were introduced on 
a non-statutory basis. 16 
 
UN Convention: Fine Gael is committed to the ratification of the UN Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and has published a roadmap setting out the steps to 
ratification. We will remain committed to delivering on this. 17 
 
Disability Inclusion Strategy: We will mandate government departments and state bodies, 
including local authorities and the HSE, to work together to ensure people with disabilities 
are fully supported in their daily lives. This Strategy will ensure that people with disabilities 
are treated as equal citizens, provided with independence to live how they choose and 
enabled to reach their full potential. 18 
 

4. Early Years and Childcare 

 

Early Years Investment: One of the most consistent findings from modern social research is 
that by investing in a child’s early years, society reaps large dividends. Early years investment 
is associated with a host of positive outcomes, including higher secondary school completion 
and employment rates, higher lifetime earnings, and reduced crime rates. It is also one of 
the single most effective ways of tackling intergenerational cycles of joblessness and 
poverty.19 
 
Better Start in Life: We are targeting investment in children’s early years and in early 
intervention and prevention, so that all children benefit from equality of opportunity. Fine 
Gael has made childcare more affordable, and we will introduce 2 weeks’ parental leave 
each year to further support parental care, which is particularly beneficial in a child’s first 
year. As part of our intense investment in early years, we are reducing the pupil-teacher 
ratio for junior and senior infants to 18:1. We will also build on the key successes of the 
School Completion Programme and seek to increase school retention. 20 
 
Paid Leave in the First Year: Research shows that children benefit most from parental care 
in their first year. Current maternity leave entitlement is for 24 weeks after birth (and 2 
weeks prior). Budget 2016 has introduced 2 weeks’ paternity leave from this September 
(which can be taken concurrently or when maternity leave has ended). Building on this, Fine 
Gael is committed to an additional 8 weeks’ paid leave entitlement to be availed of by either 
parent within the first year of a child’s birth. Starting in 2018, this will be implemented on a 
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phased basis of 2 additional weeks per year. When fully implemented, paid leave 
entitlements will be up to 34 weeks after a baby is born, with additional unpaid maternity 
leave if a family choose to avail of it. 21 
 
Free Pre-School: Fine Gael has extended the free preschool year for children age 3 until they 
start school. Commencing in September, this will reduce preschool costs by €1,500 on 
average for a family. 22 
 
Affordable Childcare from 9-36 Months: As part of our plan for more affordable and quality 
childcare, Fine Gael will reduce the parental bill by €2,000 per annum by providing a direct 
annual subsidy to centre based providers caring full time for children aged 9 months to 36 
months. Parents working part-time or in training or education will be entitled to a pro-rata 
reduction.23 
 
Making Use of School Buildings for After-School Care: School buildings must be utilised to 
offer more choice and convenience to parents in after-school care for their 5-12 year olds. 
Fine Gael will provide an additional €50m in funding for primary and secondary schools by 
2021 for general operating (capitation) costs, conditional on schools making their facilities 
available for after-school care where sufficient demand exists. Community groups and 
private providers will be invited to tender to use school facilities. Some schools in Cork 
already provide this service to parents, and in return schools receive a financial contribution 
from the childcare provider.24 
 
Informal Childcare: Fine Gael recognises the value of informal childcare for families. We also 
support the development of a phased programme of reforms for childminders which will 
make it easier to support and assist both families and childminders.25 
 
Targeted Childcare Support: We will continue to expand targeted supports that provide 
affordable childcare to low-income families. Additional low-cost childcare places increased 
from 35,000 in 2015 to 48,000 in 2016.26 
 
Quality and Sustainable Childcare: Fine Gael will ensure regular quality audits to measure 
the impact of investment in higher quality childcare. Budget 2016 provided funding for the 
Better Start Initiative, Síolta Quality Assurance Programme (QAP) and a Learner Fund, which 
are key tools in ensuring improved quality. We will work to ensure the sustainability of the 
sector.27 
 
Inspections: Fine Gael inherited a system of childcare regulation and inspection that was not 
fit for purpose. In government we have worked to put in place the building blocks to rectify 
this, such as ensuring that all inspection reports are now available to parents online, along 
with significantly expanding Tusla’s Childcare Inspectorate. 
 
We are committed to continuing to strengthen regulations, and to ensuring that every 
service is inspected and compliant before it opens. We will further develop the Better Start 
initiative, supporting childcare services to enhance quality. We will continue to expand 
inspectorates, increasing the number of unannounced inspections.28 
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Naíonraí: The recent Gaeltacht review by the Department of Education and Skills indicates 
that attendance by children in Irish-medium pre-schools or naíonraí in Gaeltacht areas has a 
positive impact on children’s language development in Irish and on parents’ own use of the 
language in the home. Fine Gael supports the strengthening of this provision and will 
explore the possibility of accommodating naíonraí on the site of primary schools.29 

 
 

5. Education 

 

Language Focus on Infant Cycle: We believe that primary schools recognised as Gaeltacht 
schools should be allowed to practise total early immersion through Irish for a period of up 
to 2 years (junior and senior infants).30 
 
Summer Colleges: We will introduce a scholarship scheme for students from disadvantaged 
areas to attend Irish-language summer colleges.31 
 
Fine Gael has a 4 point plan to invest in a reformed and well-managed education system that 
makes sure that the economic recovery leaves no child behind. 

 
i. We will invest in schools, education and teachers. 

 
Reduce the Pupil –Teacher Ratio for Junior and Senior Infants: Fine Gael will fund, by 2021, 
an additional 832 teaching posts and reduce the pupil-teacher ratio for junior and senior 
infants from 28:1 to 18:1, phased in from September 2017. Smaller classes have the greatest 
beneficial impact on younger pupils. Budget 2016 provided for 2,260 teachers, commencing 
this September. In addition, we will find an additional 2,392 teaching posts by 2021 to – at 
the very least – maintain the pupil-teacher ratio in all other levels of the primary and 
secondary schools.32 
 
School Buildings: We are committed to delivering an extensive school capital investment 
programme. We have already committed €2.8bn to deliver 310 major 
extensions/refurbishments, 62,000 additional school places and eliminate the use of prefabs 
by 2021.33 
 
Introduce In-School Speech and Language Therapy Service: Fine Gael will invest €10m by 
2021 to fund 217 additional therapists for a new model of In-school Speech and Language 
Therapy, involving collaboration between parents, schools and primary care services that 
has been proven to be effective internationally.34 
 
Expand the National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS): We will invest an additional 
€3m to increase the number of NEPS psychologists from 167 to 209 so that the Service can 
provide enhanced early intervention strategies for staff and pupils, and offer immediate 
support to schools in cases of critical incidents. 35 
 
Special Educational Needs: For a young child, parent and teacher, it is crucial that early 
detection and intervention takes place so that each child can reach their full potential. Over 
€1.4bn is spent annually on special education, yet families still face anxiety in accessing 
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services. We will examine the adequacy of current funding provision, with a view to ensuring 
children get the earliest and best support possible. Fine Gael increased the number of 
Special Needs Assistants from 10,575 to 12,040. We also increased the number of resource 
teachers from 5,175 to 7,452 in 2016. We will continue to do so. We will consult with 
stakeholders to see how best to progress sections of the EPSEN Act that were introduced on 
a non-statutory basis. 36 

 
Action Plan for Educational Inclusion: We will publish a new updated Action Plan for 
Educational Inclusion, within 12 months, aimed at narrowing the gap between DEIS and non 
DEIS schools, while also examining how students outside of DEIS can be supported. We will 
reform the funding models to reward schools that succeed in improving outcomes. 37 

 
Curriculum Modernisation: We will mandate the National Council for Curriculum and 
Assessment to publicly consult on how schools could introduce new subject choices. This 
includes: 

 

 Literacy and Numeracy: A key priority since 2011, we have ensured that Maths 
and literacy performance have improved. We must drive this further and also 
look at new approaches to improve our PISA results, including exploring game-
based learning and STEM opportunities. 

 

 Mental Health and Well-being: An increasing concern in schools, we need to 
promote awareness and prevention rather than simply reacting to incidents. 
Consultation on how best to teach resilience and coping mechanisms for pupils 
must take place. 

 

 Entrepreneurial Education: We will open up opportunities for industry and local 
leaders to share their skills and experience at primary and post primary level. 

 

 Computer Science: We will roll out a pilot scheme of computer science in our 
secondary schools to build on existing skills not only for coding but also to lay 
the foundations for skills in computer architecture and the business application 
of IT. 

 

 Physical Education: We support the introduction of more PE in primary schools 
and its introduction as a Leaving Cert subject. We will look at various ways in 
which organisations with experience in children’s sports and fitness might 
provide schools with support. 38 

 
 
ePortfolios: In partnership with industry, we will pilot a cloud-based ePortfolio system at 
primary level which will act as a storage and private reference system that allows pupils, 
along with their parents, to track their own academic achievements. A similar initiative used 
by 85% of schools in Estonia allows for better communication and involvement between 
parents and teachers. 39 
 
Extend Mandatory Schooling Age: We will increase mandatory schooling to age 17. 

 
ii. We will Strengthen Local Decision Making, Leadership, Innovation and 

Accountability 
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Local Decision Making: We will extend, until May 2016, the period of consultation with 
parents, schools and other stakeholders on the “Advancing School Autonomy in the Irish 
School System” research paper published by the Department of Education and Skills in 
December 2015. On foot of this consultation, we will transform the School Admissions Bill 
agreed by the current Government, but not yet passed by the Oireachtas, into a new School 
Admissions and Excellence Bill. 40 
 
This Bill, alongside a revised admissions framework, will give new freedoms to schools on 
staff deployment, performance management, curriculum design and other matters. As part 
of this consultation, we will examine the structure of boards of management, with a view to 
ensuring accountability and transparency as well as support mechanisms for these voluntary 
boards and parents. The role and power of an Ombudsman for Education, to whom a parent 
could complain and appeal on foot of a decision by a board of management, will be 
examined by the Oireachtas Committee to ensure its consistency with the need to ensure 
better local decision making and accountability to parents. 41 
 
Local Education Clusters: Fine Gael will incentivise voluntary school participation in new 
“Local Education Clusters” that encourage schools to improve student outcomes by sharing 
best practice and school improvement experiences, foster collaborative in and out-of-hours 
initiatives, staff peer mentoring and leadership, and that allow for cost reductions through 
economies of scale. 42 
 
Schools Excellence Fund: We will establish a new €50m Schools Excellence Fund, which 
rewards collaborative approaches driven by schools and by parents themselves, aimed at 
improving school outcomes through the teaching of subjects such as Maths, Science and 
Technology, key life skills programmes, and pupil retention initiatives. Applications that seek 
to tackle educational disadvantage will be prioritised. Outside bodies, such as business and 
higher education institutions, may collaborate with second level schools as part of this 
initiative. 43 
 
School Leadership: School principals will have the support of Fine Gael to introduce reforms 
that drive up educational standards. Budget 2016 increased the number of release days 
provided to teaching principals. Teaching principals within Education Clusters will be 
resourced to spend one day per week focusing on improving school outcomes. We will also 
establish a pool of experts (educators, employers, accountants, business leaders, IT 
specialists etc.) to assist school initiatives that drive better outcomes in schools. Newly 
appointed school principals will take a preparation course in advance of taking up their role, 
and will be expected to take regular leadership courses under CPD. 44 
 
Financial Certainty: We will set out capitation rates to schools on a rolling 3-year basis 
allowing for forward planning. School management will have the decision making power to 
allocate these resources as they deem appropriate, including to posts of responsibility. 45 

 
More School Accountability for Performance: With more autonomy will come more school 
accountability, to both parents and taxpayers. Parents have a right to information about 
their children’s educational performance. Fine Gael will, within 12 months, complete a 
review of options for standardised testing in our schools, with a view to implementing a 
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single model by 2018, aimed at delivering clear performance information for teachers, 
parents and students. In the interim, we will require schools to publish annual reports, 
taking into account test results, facilities, extra-curricular activities, ICT resources, and 
special education resources. Schools, together with parents, will set targets against which 
they will be reviewed. Self-evaluation will be strengthened and will be the basis on which 
schools are inspected. Fine Gael will also make available – at the request of school parents 
and patrons – “School Support Teams” with special powers to turn around failing schools. 46 
 
More Effective Complaints Procedures for Parents: Real accountability for performance also 
requires a credible complaints procedure for parents, within a stronger regulatory 
framework for teaching. We will commence, the “Fitness to Teach” provisions of the 
Teaching Council Act and – a decade after its enactment – complete a review of the 
Teaching Council Act with a view to strengthening the independence and effectiveness of 
the Teaching Council. 47 

 
iii. We will improve parental choice and school diversity 

 
More Multi-Denominational and Non-Denominational Schools: Fine Gael will strengthen 
parental choice and diversity in our schools system, reflecting the need in modern Ireland 
for new forms of multidenominational and non-denominational education. A road map has 
been agreed for a phased transfer of Catholic schools to new patrons, where the support of 
communities exists. Fine Gael will work with all stakeholders to facilitate this process. Since 
2011, 49 new multi-denominational primary and post primary schools have been 
established. Fine Gael will continue to increase the number of non-denominational and 
multi-denominational schools with a view to reaching 300 by 2030. 48 
 
Protecting the Denominational Ethos of Schools: Consistent with expanding the choices 
available to parents, we will safeguard the right of parents to send their children to 
denominational schools that offer a distinct religious ethos. 49 
 
Taxpayer Support for Fee-Charging Schools: There will be no further discrimination in 
taxpayer support for fee-charging schools. The reduction in the pupil teacher ratio in 
September 2016 will benefit all schools. 50 
 
Small Schools: We will not close any school against the wishes of parents. Fine Gael will, 
however, provide positive incentives for small schools amalgamation, such as additional 
capital works. Within 3 months, we will commence a review of the teacher appointment 
thresholds for 3 and 4-teacher schools.51 
 

iv. We will  expand the range, affordability and quality of Higher Education 
Options 

 
6. Health 

 

Free GP Care for Under 18s: Free GP Care for Under 18s: Building on the provision of free GP 
care to senior citizens and young children, we will extend GP care without fees to children 
under 18 years by 2019, subject to negotiations with GPs. Just over 400,000 children whose 
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parents currently have to pay for access to a GP will benefit from this change. Budget 2016 
has provided for the introduction of free GP care for under 12s. Subject to negotiations with 
GPs, the following phase of our plan will be to provide free GP care to 12-17 year olds.52 
 
Free Dental Care for U nder 6s: Building on the provision of GP care without fees for 
children under 6, Fine Gael will introduce a dental health package for this cohort. Together 
with existing dental checks at 6, 9 and 12 years, every child under 12 will be entitled to a 
comprehensive preventive dental health programme.53 
 
Medical cards for Domiciliary Care Recipients: In recognition of the additional medical costs 
and needs that are often associated with a severe disability, Fine Gael will legislate in our 
first year in government to extend the entitlement to a medical card to all children in receipt 
of the Domiciliary Care Allowance. Approximately 10,000 children will benefit from this 
initiative.54 
 
Healthy Ireland: We will pursue the Healthy Ireland and HSE Health and Well-being 
programmes, supported by increased annual budgets.55 
 
Health Levy on Sugar – Sweetened Drinks: Fine Gael in government established a Special 
Action Group on Obesity. As part of our comprehensive plan to address levels of obesity and 
encourage healthy diets and lifestyles, we will publish an Obesity Action Plan for Ireland. As 
part of this, we will include the introduction of a €24.64 Tax per Hectolitre of Sugar 
Sweetened Drinks (CN Code 2202), which will raise the average price of a can of soda by 10c. 
We will introduce the new levy from 2018, following extensive consultation with industry, 
the Revenue Commissioners and other stakeholders.56 
 
Healthy Nation: We will implement the National Physical Activity Plan, the National Obesity 
Action Plan and the Sexual Health Strategy.57 
 
Speech and Language Therapy: We will examine and, if necessary, reform these services, 
with a view to ensuring earlier intervention and access for families to the HSE. In addition to 
this, Fine Gael will invest €10m by 2021 to fund 217 additional therapists for a new model of 
In-School Speech and Language Therapy, involving collaboration between parents, schools 
and primary care services that has been proven to be effective internationally.58 
 
Wellness and Healthy Eating Programmes: Fine Gael recognises the growing problem of 
childhood obesity and supports all schools and pre-schools in developing an integrated 
wellness policy, which will include healthy eating and cardiovascular fitness.59 
 
Physical Education: Fine Gael supports the introduction of more PE in primary schools and 
its introduction as a Leaving Cert subject. We will look at various ways in which organisations 
with experience in children’s sports and fitness might provide schools with support.60 
 

7. Homelessness 
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Ending Homelessness: Fine Gael will end the needfor rough sleeping. In addition we will 
implement a housing-focused strategy to end involuntary long term homelessness. The 
current housing situation is challenging, but progress is being made with people exiting 
emergency accommodation into sustained tenancy arrangements.61 
 
Tackling Homelessness: One human cost of the legacy of boom and bust housing 
development is the number of people without a home. It is not acceptable that in 2016 we 
have families living in emergency accommodation. A key priority for Fine Gael is to boost 
affordable housing supply that will stem the tide of homelessness for low-income families. 
To achieve this we will: 
 

 Ensure that there is no need for rough sleeping by providing emergency beds 
and accommodation options and by supporting the Merchants Quay Night Café, 
which provides spaces on a night-tonight basis for persons that do not enter 
existing supported accommodation programmes 

 Deliver 35,000 new social houses 

 Provide 500 modular housing units, as emergency accommodation, for homeless 
families 

 Return unnecessarily vacant social housing units to use (almost 5,000 void units 
were returned to productive use in the past 2 years) 

 Maintain a high level of support for homeless services, which is up 56% since 
2014 

 Maintain and promote the Tenancy Sustainment Protocol, operating in 
conjunction with Threshold in the Dublin and Cork City areas, which continues to 
provide support to persons in urban areas where supply pressures are most 
acute. This flexible approach has already assisted almost 6,000 rent supplement 
households throughout the country to retain their rented accommodation 

 Maintain the rent limits available under the HAP Homeless Pilot to 50% above 
the rent supplement levels62 

 

8. Justice 

 

Establishing a New Family Court: We will establish a dedicated Family Courts system within 
the District, Circuit and High Courts, and develop a new state-of the- art Family and 
Children’s Court complex in Dublin.63 
 
Promoting Mediation: We will enact a new Mediation Bill and introduce new models of non-
adversarial mediation.64 
 
Targeting young repeat offenders: Fine Gael will introduce a targeted new initiative, 
involving Gardaí, Tusla and other agencies, to more effectively deal with those prolific youth 
offenders who are responsible for a large proportion of youth crime and for whom 
traditional Youth Diversion has not worked.65 
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Early Intervention in Adolescence: We will continue to extend youth justice and diversion 
programmes to seek to prevent and tackle youth offending at an early stage.66 
 
Targeting Young Repeat Offenders: Fine Gael is committed to supporting young offenders 
with alternative life choices, so that they do not progress to career criminality. We will 
introduce targeted initiatives, involving Gardaí, Tusla and other agencies; to more effectively 
deal with those prolific youth offenders responsible for a large proportion of youth crime 
and for whom traditional Youth Diversion has not worked. This will include, where 
appropriate, the use of extended detention with educational and therapeutic supports.67 
 
Intensive Bail Supervision: Fine Gael will pilot a scheme of intensive bail supervision to 
support vulnerable youths. Such a scheme will improve the chance of youths observing their 
bail conditions and engaging in therapeutic services. It will also reduce the number of high-
cost remand places.68 
 
Youth Detention: The new Oberstown development project is nearing completion, which 
will allow St. Patrick’s Institution to close this year. New therapeutic intervention services 
have also been introduced for children in detention, which provide psychology, Speech and 
language therapy and referral to addiction services to children with the most challenging 
needs. Fine Gael Is committed to driving these new initiatives further.69 
 

9. Mental Health 

 

Mental Health: Despite the economic crisis we inherited, Fine Gael increased the budget for 
mental health by €160m between 2012-2016, a total increase of 20%. We will continue to 
provide further resources to ensure services reach people directly. We will publish a plan for 
the achievement of faster access to comprehensive and appropriate mental health services, 
building upon A Vision for Change, with an emphasis on: 
 

 Preventive medicine and early detection, based around primary care services in 
the community, making full use of multi-disciplinary primary care teams 

 Extending youth mental health services, such as Jigsaw, which is free to access 
and does not require GP referral 

 Extending the Counselling in Primary Care service to more people 

 Greater access to counselling and psychological services, including to charities 
who offer free counselling for families 

 Greater access to interventions, which use evidence based practice to help 
combat depression and anxiety 

 Integration of psychotherapy, counselling and social care services with primary 
care teams 

 Supporting mental health recovery by offering follow-up training and booster 
self-help courses 

 Investment in innovative models of care and service modernisation, such as 
projects advanced by Genio 

 Appropriate amendments to the Mental Health Act 2001 to address concerns 
regarding involuntary committals and procedures 

 Building on reduced waiting times for child and adolescent services 

 Reduced admission rates to acute units 

 Progressing the transfer of the Central Mental Hospital to a new site 
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 New capital developments for mental health, using funds from the sale of older 
assets 

 Improved interagency cooperation 

 Supporting mental health recovery through accessing appropriate social housing 
with tenancy sustainment services.70 

 

10. Equality and Social Inclusion 

 

Integrated Framework for Social Inclusion: In a new term, we will develop a new Integrated 
Framework for Social Inclusion, built on our three pillars, which will tackle inequality and 
poverty. Our Integrated Framework will outline measures to help eliminate any persisting 
discrimination on grounds of gender, age, family status, marital status, sexual orientation, 
race, disability, religion or membership of the Traveller Community. It will draw on existing 
as well as new strategies, in particular the (i) New Pathways to Work Plan for Jobless 
Households, (ii) New National Women’s Strategy, (iii) New National Disability Inclusion 
Strategy, (iv) Comprehensive Employment Strategy for People with Disabilities, (v) National 
Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy, and (vi) New Action Plan for Educational Inclusion.71 
 
Supporting the LGBT Community: Build upon the Department of Education and Skills Anti-
Bullying Plan, and focus on ensuring our schools are safe and supportive places in which 
LGBT young people can discover their sexual orientation or gender identity.72 
 
National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy: we will publish a revises National Traveller 
and Roma Inclusion Strategy, aimed at improving the lives of members of the Traveller and 
Roma communities.73 
 
Direct Provision: We will reform the Direct Provision system, with particular focus on 
families and children.74 

 

11. Social Protection 

 

The ‘Working Family Payment’: We will roll out a new Working Family Payment that 
promotes work over welfare. Targeted at low- income families, it will supplement, on a 
graduated basis, the income of a household, while at the same time incentivising more 
hours and full-time work. It will ensure that parents working more than 15 hours a week will 
receive at least €11.75 an hour.75 
 
Home Carer’s Credit: We will support parents that choose to stay at home to care for their 
children. As part of this, Fine Gael’s tax reforms will support one income families caring for a 
child or other dependent person. We will increase the Home Carer’s Credit to €1,650, while 
also increasing from €7,200 to €10,500 the income exemption for the home carer.76 
 

12. Youth  
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National Youth Strategy: In consultation with 4,000 young people, Fine Gael published the 
first ever National Youth Strategy, which sets out 50 priority action points to be delivered for 
young people, including the Youth Employability Initiative. €600,000 has been provided for 
this scheme in Budget 2016, which will provide grants to voluntary youth services that target 
disadvantaged young people and improve their employability. We will continue to 
implement this strategy.77 
 
Youth Services: Fine Gael recognises the value of youth cafés and youth centres in 
communities with growing teenage populations. We will continue to support the work that 
the youth sector does for young people. Budget 2016 provided an additional €1.1m in 
current funding and €2.25m in capital funding.78 
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