
Our calls
The Children’s Rights Alliance calls on all political parties, candidates and voters to believe and

invest in children, in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The next Government

of Ireland must be a champion for children and: 

General Election 2011
This 5-Step Charter for Children offers a blueprint

for making Ireland one of the best places in the

world to be a child.
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Make children’s rights real: hold a constitutional referendum on children’s rights within one

year of taking office

Safeguard childhood: ensure that all children enjoy a childhood free from abuse, neglect

and degrading treatment

Give children an equal chance: ensure that children in poor families are protected from

budget cuts

Invest in the future: break the link between poverty and educational failure

Prioritise children’s wellbeing: guarantee that all children can access timely health and

therapeutic services
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1. Make children’s rights

real: Hold a constitutional

referendum on children’s

rights within one year of

taking office 

If Ireland truly values children, believes in protecting them and

recognises their rights, this must be reflected in the Irish

Constitution – the highest law of our land.  A robust children’s

rights amendment will ensure that children in Ireland benefit in

real and concrete ways.  The new Government must:

> Put children’s best interests at the heart of choices

concerning them 

> Make sure the child’s voice is heard in decisions affecting

him or her

> Provide every child with equal protection, regardless of their

parents’ marital status 

> Remove obstacles to allow for child-centred adoption and

child care practices

2.  Safeguard childhood: 

Ensure that all children enjoy

a childhood free from abuse,

neglect and degrading

treatment

If Ireland is to spare children from the horrors of child abuse

then the new Government must improve the way we care for

and protect children, especially children in care, victims of

abuse and young offenders.  The new Government must: 

> Provide a duty in law to report suspected child abuse and

introduce a comprehensive vetting system, including soft

information

> Ensure that each child in care (and those leaving care) are

appropriately looked after and that a child in crisis can

access support when needed

> Protect separated children from trafficking and provide

special care and support to victims 

> Move children detained in prison in St Patrick’s Institution to

a child-centred facility  

> End the practice of placing children with mental health

difficulties in adult psychiatric wards

3.  Give children an equal

chance: Ensure that

children in poor families are

protected from budget

cuts

If Ireland is to rise from the economic crisis as a vibrant and

strong country then ending child poverty is crucial.  Children

must be protected from the impact of the recession with

funding and services for the poorest children and families

maintained.  The new Government must:

> Protect children in families dependent on social welfare and

those on low incomes 

> Help families move out of welfare and into work 

> Tackle the high rate of poverty among children in lone parent

households

4.  Invest in the future: 

Break the link between

poverty and educational

failure 

If Ireland is to prepare children for life, then investing in their

early years is vital.  Education is the key to improving life

chances, yet still, poor children and those with special needs

are not adequately supported to reach their educational

potential.  

The cycle of poverty and educational disadvantage must be

broken.   The new Government must:

> Extend the universal free pre-school year

> Invest in programmes to involve and support parents in their

children’s learning

> Target funding towards the poorest pupils and those with

special needs

> Work to ensure that no child leaves school without adequate

reading and writing skills

5.  Prioritise children’s wellbeing: Guarantee that all children can access

timely health and therapeutic services

If Ireland is to ensure that no child is hindered in reaching their unique potential by disability, health or mental

health issues, then all children, especially those in poor families, must have access to high-quality, timely health

and specialist support services.  The new Government must: 

> Ensure that all children have access to affordable primary care services close to home

> Guarantee that no child waits longer than a month for therapeutic services, including speech and language therapy, occupational

therapy and social work support 

> Deliver the promised community mental health services for children and young people


