
 

Summary of Sinn Féin General Election 2016 Manifesto 
Commitments in Relation to Children1 

 

This document is produced by the Children’s Rights Alliance and is a compilation of the information 
contained in the Sinn Féin manifesto for General Election 2016. As the information is sourced from 
an external party, we do not accept responsibility for its content. 
 

 
1. Child Protection and Care 

 

 We will provide age-appropriate sexual violence, education and prevention programmes for 
primary and secondary schools. 2 
 

 We will place school guidelines on anti-bullying and addressing diversity as well as guidelines 
on mental health and suicide awareness policies on a statutory footing, so that they are 
implemented across all schools to the same high standard. 3 
 

 We will move to a person-centred, not service centred approach to vetting, providing a time 
limited passport-type document to ensure continued monitoring of individuals’ suitability for 
working with children, but also to ease the burden of re-vetting for each new position. 4 
 

2. Community and Voluntary Sector 

 

 We will invest an additional €36 million in Local Community Development Programmes. 5 
 

 We will introduce multi-annual minimum funding to enable community and voluntary 
organisations to plan ahead.6 

 

 We will introduce VAT refunds as outlined in the taxation section of this document. 7 
 

 We will amend the Charities Act to provide for the recognition of human rights promotion as 
a charitable activity.8 

 

3. Disability 

 

 We will give the department of An Taoiseach specific responsibility for Disability Inclusion. 
This will ensure a named person with overarching responsibility for the advancement of the 
rights of people with disabilities sits at the Cabinet table and is party to all decisions 
affecting people with disabilities. Dedicated staff in the Department of An Taoiseach will be 
allocated responsibility for driving the cross departmental National Disability Strategy 
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Implementation Plans, with the Taoiseach accountable to the Oireachtas. We will also 
establish an Oireachtas Committee on Disability Inclusion. 9 
 

 We will extend an automatic full medical card to every child qualifying for the Domiciliary 
Care Allowance (DCA) and introduce a secure medical card for people with disabilities, 
immune from changes to household finances or employment status. This is essential, 
otherwise the medical card system will continue to trap people with disabilities in 
unemployment and poverty. 10 
 

 We will deliver further on the EPSEN Act 2004 prioritising entitlement to an Individual 
Education Plan with associated resources for every child with a disability. To this end, we will 
increase funding for the provision of resource teachers, SNAs, educational psychology 
provision and equipment. 11 

 

4. Early Years and Childcare 

 

 We will extend maternity benefit by 6 weeks and allow that portion to be taken by either 
parent at the end of the current 26 weeks maternity leave. 12  

 
 We will deliver 52 weeks of maternity or parental leave, to be achieved by increasing 

maternity benefit by 5 weeks in each of the subsequent years of government. 13 
 

 We will increase the rate of maternity benefit paid to allow mothers to avail of their leave 
without financial hardship. We will increase it to €260 per week to begin with. 14 

 

 We will cap maximum fees for childcare costs at €180 per week and move to €150 per week 
(€3.75 per hour) over the term of government. We will further reduce parents’ fees in a 
second term of government. 15 

 

 We will aim for a 60% degree-led ECCE workforce by 2025, as recommended by the EU – i.e. 
that 60% of all supervisors, managers, etc, hold degrees. 16 

 

 We will extend the Learner Fund to support progression to Level 7 and 8 qualifications. We 
will allocate a fund of €80 million over 5 years for this professionalisation. 17 

 

 We will implement rights and standards for childcare workers and initiate progress towards 
contracts with professional salaries that provide for CPD planning and preparation. 18 
 

 We will provide an additional 1,000 SNAs to the ECCE Programme and additional needs 
training for all childcare employees working with children with special needs. 19 
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 We will increase capitation grants for the Free Pre-School Year by €5 per week to €67.50, 
and by €9.50 for the higher capitation rate to €82.50. 20 
 

 We will open up the Community Childcare Scheme so that the funding follows the child, not 
the setting. We will extend the Community Childcare Subvention scheme by making 
subsidised places available in privately run early-years services. 21 

 

 We will implement the immediate rollout of Síolta and Aistear through County Childcare 
Committees (CCCs). 22 

 

 We will ensure consistency in reporting standards and cooperation between investigating 
services and care providers to ensure quality and standards can be achieved in provision. 23 

 

 We will review supporting agencies to ensure that they are sufficiently funded and to 
eliminate any duplication of work. 24 

 

 We will increase the number of Tusla inspectors by 30%.25 
 
 
 

5. Education 

 

 We will shrink class sizes and gradually reduce the ratio of pupils to teachers from 27:1 to 
20:1, beginning with a one point reduction in year one and a further point in year two. 
During these first two years we will conclude an analysis of the impact of continuing to 
reduce the PTR in terms of the need for additional classrooms and schools arising and 
introduce a capital programme to facilitate the further reduction of class sizes. 26  

 
 We will allocate funding to commence the reduction of the Pupil Teacher Ratio in DEIS 

schools to 15:1, an objective on which may take a second term of government to deliver. 27 

 
 We will increase the capitation rates for primary and secondary schools by 10% over the 

term of government and for Youthreach, VTOS and PLCs by 5%. 28 

 
 We will increase teaching principal administration dates to one extra per month and reduce 

the threshold for acquiring an administrative principal from 178 to 145. 29   

 
 We will defend small schools by reversing changes to the staffing schedule for schools with 

less than 85 pupils. 30   
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 We will reverse the cuts to guidance counselling and ensure at least one guidance counsellor 

per 500 pupils ex-quota. 31 

 
 We will promote adult literacy by providing opportunities for 20,000 learners to participate 

in a course leading to a Level 3 or Junior Cert qualification. 32   

 
 We will introduce 1,000 additional apprenticeship places for trainees. 33   

 
 We will invest additional funds to tackle staffing shortages at third level, including Institutes 

of Technology. 34 

 
 We will end the laws that allow for religious discrimination against children in school 

admissions and we will support increased diversification of patronage. 35 
 

 We will increase resource-teaching hours for children by 15% and increase funding for SNA 
provision to facilitate greater access by children with special needs. 36 

 
 We will increase the number of psychologists in NEPS by 10% and ensure cover for maternity 

and other forms of extended leave. 37 
 

 We will regulate the payment of voluntary contributions by parents so that they are truly 
voluntary and so that boards of management are accountable to parents. 38 
 

 We will support outreach assistance for parents in Gaeltacht areas and in Irish-medium 
school catchment areas to encourage parents to use Irish with their children.39 
 

 We will introduce Irish language-medium assistants for second level schools throughout the 
State. 40 
 

 

6. Health 

 

 We will roll out both free GP care at a rate of almost a quarter of a million more people each 
year and free prescription drugs for all.41 
 

 We will increase funding for Healthy Ireland by €200,000 and introduce a sugary drinks tax.42  
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 We will establish an independent Patient Advocacy Agency and provide for an Ombudsman 

to take on individual cases of clinical negligence and adverse outcomes. 43 
 

 We will increase funding to the Public Dental Service to allow it to deliver its remit in full and 
we will further extend the Universal Cycle of Dental Care and Service scheme. 44 
 

 We will award an automatic medical card to every child with a serious illness or disability 
and tackle the poverty trap by introducing a new secure medical card for adults with 
disabilities, based on medical need. 45 
 

 
7. Homelessness 

 

 

 We will make an additional €30 million available to LAs and homeless agencies to house the 
homeless in emergency accommodation in year one of government. 46 

 

 We will frontload funding to Local Authorities with a good track record of drawing down 
funds and providing Traveller accommodation, with penalties for those who refuse to build 
needed Traveller accommodation. 47 

 

 We will remove blocks on survivors seeking social housing if they are named on a mortgage 
with their former abuser, as laid out in Sinn Féin’s Domestic Violence (Amendment) Bill 
2014. 48 

 

 We will increase funding for domestic violence refuges by €5.45 million in year one of 
government. 49 
 

 

 

8. Justice 

 

 We will ensure gardaí are adequately skilled to protect and support vulnerable people – 
including work on child sexual exploitation, vulnerable adults, domestic violence, victims of 
trafficking and people with mental health issues. 50 

 

 We will create a dedicated family courts system aimed at reducing the prolonged stress and 
cost to families of separation and divorce, backed up by legislation directing families to 
mediation services prior to entering legal proceedings. 51 
 
 

 

                                                           
43

 ibid 44. 
44

 ibid 44. 
45

 ibid 44. 
46

 ibid 46. 
47

 ibid 46. 
48

 ibid 46. 
49

 ibid 46. 
50

 ibid 46. 
51

 ibid 47. 



 

9. Mental Health 

 

 We will increase the mental health budget. 52 
 

 We will complete the rollout of Suicide Crisis Assessment Nurses (SCAN). 53  
 

 We will recruit mental health nurses specifically to liaise with homeless services, 
commencing with 5 in year one.54  
 

 We will increase the number of inpatient child and adolescent beds to end the inappropriate 
admission of children to adult psychiatric units.55 
 

 We will increase provision for people with mental health difficulties and increase funding for 
counselling in primary care, which currently has long waiting lists. 56 
 
 

 

10. Equality and Social Inclusion 

 

 We will end Direct Provision and replace it with a not-for-profit model that has integration 
and human rights best practice at its core.57 

 

 We will regularise undocumented migrants and introduce comprehensive legislation dealing 
with all aspects of immigration and residence in the State. 58 

 

 We will enact the ICCL’s Criminal Law (Hate Crime) Amendment Bill 2015 to address racism, 
sectarianism and homophobia in Irish society. 59 

 

 We will initiate a renewed five-year National Action Plan Against Racism. 60 
 

 We will amend the International Protection Bill 2015 to address deficiencies in relation to 
children’s rights, family reunification, and access to work and education. 61 

 

 We will ensure the State recognises the ethnicity status of the Travelling community, 
including their right to traveller specific accommodation. 62 

 

 We will introduce equality budgeting through amendments to existing legislation and 
provide for equality proofing of all government policy, budgets and public bodies through 
impact assessments. 63 
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11. Social Protection 

 

 We will reinstate the full rate of Jobseekers’ Allowance for under 26s; recognise the cost of 
disability by increasing Disability Allowance by €20; increase Fuel Allowance, Family Income 
Supplement and the Back to School Allowance; raise the cut-off age of the One- Parent 
Family Payment to 12 years old; restore the Bereavement Grant; and introduce a Telephone 
Allowance.64 
 

 We will legislate to provide for the establishment of a Social Protection Adequacy 
Commission. The principle function of the commission would be to examine the minimum 
income required by different household types in receipt of social welfare to secure a 
Minimum Essential Standard of Living and make associated annual recommendations to the 
Minister for adjustments to social welfare rates of payment. The commission would build on 
the evidence-based consensus budgeting model developed by the Vincentian Partnership for 

 Social Justice and its membership would include representation from those impacted by 
budgetary decisions. 65 
 

 We will increase funding to the school meals programme by 40% and the School Books 
Grant by 30%. We will also increase the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance by 
€50. 66 
 

12. Youth  

 

 We will reduce the voting age and extend voting rights to citizens in the North and to the 
Diaspora.67 
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