
                                                                                                                               

Social Democrats – A New Deal for Parents. Read more here 

Social Protection  

• The Social Democrats favour the extension of paid parental leave so that in conjunction with 

paid maternity leave, paternity leave and existing paid parental leave, the first 12 months of 

a child’s life can be covered by paid leave. The amount of leave would be set at the level of 

Maternity Benefit and would be state-funded. It would be shareable between parents 

• We would like to see the overall amount of paid and unpaid parental leave extended to the 

European average of around 100 weeks per child. We would also like to see the general child 

qualifying age for unpaid parental leave extended to 16 years. We will significantly relax the 

qualifying criteria on how parental leave can be taken as the rules are currently far too strict. 

• We will establish a Commission to research, trial and set out a pathway to the introduction 

of a right to flexible work including working from home, termtime working and a 4-day 

week, and to ensure that it works for parents, families of all types, and for large and small 

employers 

• We will raise the qualifying child age for unpaid parental leave to 16 years and to 18 years 

for children with disabilities. We will provide for this and other flexibilities through a new 

Family Leave Act in consultation with representatives from those sectors.  

• We will provide a new Early Years Payment to cover children from the end of paid parental 

leave until entry into preschool 

• As an over-riding aim the Social Democrats want a clear target set down in the next 

Programme for Government that consistent child poverty, as currently measured, will be 

eliminated as early as possible within the lifetime of the next Dáil. This is very readily 

achievable. This is a make or break issue for us entering Government. 

• We feel strongly that the Taoiseach needs to lead a cross-Department approach on ending 

child poverty and should be directly accountable for achieving that target 

• Replicate targeted area-based investment similar to the YoungBallymun programme in other 

disadvantaged areas to allow larger numbers of children to benefit from a programme with 

proven success in improving learning and well-being outcomes.  

• Set official all-of-Government target of ending Consistent Child Poverty by the early 2020s – 

led by An Taoiseach; Change the recently published Roadmap for Social Inclusion to 

incorporate this specific goal.  

• We will campaign for better direct supports for parents and improve peer supports.  

• Introduce a statutory Child Maintenance Service.  

• Poverty-proof all Budgets and set against the targets of the new Anti-Poverty Strategy. 

• Prioritise housing and end the practice of children living in hotel rooms, hubs, and other 

emergency accommodation.  

Childcare 
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• We will significantly improve support under the National Childcare Scheme to allow far more 

families with children under the age of 12 to qualify and to improve supports under the 

universal element of the scheme. 

• We would set aside funding to ensure that no parent is worse off when transferring from 

existing community childcare subvention schemes to the new National Childcare Scheme 

• We will improve direct funding to the childcare sector to help improve employment 

conditions and training, and to improve sustainability 

• We will also seek to reduce the administrative burden on the sector through direct 

assistance from County Childcare Committees 

• We will deal with insurance hikes in the sector through significant reform of Ireland’s claims 

regime and the regulation of insurance companies.   

• We will introduce a single Early Years and School Age Childcare Agency. If childcare fees 

continue to increase in line with subsidies, we will introduce measures to cap them. 

• It is the long-term aim of the Social Democrats to establish a national public childcare service 

and as a first step we would pilot this public provision of childcare in areas where there are 

the most acute shortages.  

• Increase funding for TUSLA and recruit additional social workers, childcare workers, social 

care workers and other front-line staff to deal with the chronic shortage of intervention and 

prevention services for highly vulnerable children.  

Education 

• The Social Democrats are committed to the introduction of truly free Primary and Secondary 

Education. This would mean investing in schools to improve school capitation grants, school 

transport, and book schemes to ensure that schools end the practice of seeking voluntary 

contributions from parents 

• We will also ensure that school managers adopt a principle of cost minimisation in relation 

to school uniforms and other school costs.  

• We will invest in new primary school teachers, supports for special needs, and strive towards 

the full commencement of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 

2004 so that parents with children with special needs do not need to be eternally 

campaigning for their child’s rights  

• Extend the school meals programme on a priority basis to ensure that all children have 

access to nutritious food 

• Increase the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance.  

• Improve funding to the DEIS programme and target the needs of disadvantaged students 

outside these areas.  

• Expand the number of special needs assistants.  

 Health 

• Our Sláintecare proposals will provide for the expansion of frontline primary care services.  

• It will mean that basic services that are key to a child’s development such as public health 

nursing, speech and language therapy, and eye, ear and dental services will be significantly 

improved so that parents can rely on them if their child needs them.   

• We would like to extend existing initiatives whereby mothers/parents in the same 

community that have children in the same month are invited to come together 1 day per 

week for advice on parenting. This takes place over 1 month - from that point, if parents 

wish to continue to meet, they can.   



• Implement a range of programmes and initiatives of support to parents in the critical 0-3 

stage of development, focusing on parental well-being and early infant development.  

• As part of the full roll-out of Sláintecare we will provide additional funding for public health 

nursing and we would like to see some of this investment going to dedicated child and family 

public health nurses.  

• Investing in public health nursing will also allow for a much sharper focus on breast-feeding. 

We are keen to take a number of measures to support breastfeeding by ensuring maternity 

services are properly resourced to support new mothers, by extending entitlement to breaks 

to breast-feeding mothers, by requiring large workplaces to provide breast-feeding rooms 

and a small fridge for breast-feeding mothers who wish to pump, and by establishing a 

breastmilk bank in the Republic. Ultimately, we would like to move towards the much-

heralded Australian model for support for first-time mothers 

• The Social Democrats will address these weaknesses by drawing up a new national plan for 

obesity. To ensure there is proper buy-in from all Departments, this plan will be headed by 

the office of An Taoiseach, and Departments would have to report to An Taoiseach through 

a new National Implementation Office.   

• As part of this plan we will:    

• Introduce a ban on all food advertising aimed at children.  

• Improve labelling and nutrition information on food and drinks, and the public’s 

understanding of it.  

• Introduce a sweet snack tax.  

• Ensure that “no fry zones” are put in place within 400m of all schools, where practicable, as 

has happened in Wicklow.  

• Ban vending machines in schools.  

• Require all schools to have healthy food policies and provide guidelines on school lunches.  

• Increase exercise time in schools.  

• Invest heavily in sport and recreation, ensuring that there are grant allocations on an annual 

basis and that qualifying criteria are strongly skewed towards driving participation. 

• Promote safe cycling as a viable option for children. 

Law 

• The Social Democrats commit to:   

• Supporting the roll out of the new Digital Rights Commission  

• Developing a new National Strategy on Children’s Cyber Safety and On-line Bullying  

• Much better public awareness campaigns for parents and children on on-line safety issues 

and digital well-being  

• Enacting legislation to reflect the Law Reform Commission’s recommendations in its 

publication, “Report on Harmful Communications and Digital Safety”.   

• Ensuring the continued prohibition of the use of children’s online data for commercial 

marketing purposes by keeping the ban on the practice of ‘profiling’ for under 18-year-olds.   

• Developing new public health guidelines and awareness campaigns for the maximum length 

of time children of various ages should spend playing computer games.  

• Establishing a review of how loot boxes and some in-game purchases are targeted at 

children, a review of the extent to which they constitute gambling and a review on whether 

or not these should be banned in games with certain age-ratings.   



• We would also set down a requirement for a new warning system on computer games sold 

over-the-counter to alert parents that the game includes in-game purchases and/or loot 

boxes.   

• Introducing new regulations to prevent over-the-counter sales of computer games to 

children who are under the age-rating for the game (as in Britain) 

 


