
 

Summary of the Green Party General Election 2016 
Manifesto Commitments in Relation to Children1 

 

This document is produced by the Children’s Rights Alliance and is a compilation of the information 
contained in the Green Party manifesto for General Election 2016. As the information is sourced 
from an external party, we do not accept responsibility for its content. 
 

1. Childcare 

 

Parents in Ireland struggle to meet most of the cost of childcare, with state support for parents 
lagging well behind our European neighbours. The Green Party believes that the state must take 
up responsibility of sharing the cost of childcare with parents and in the medium to long term 
parents should not have to spend more than 15 percent of their income on childcare. 
 
The quality of childcare needs to be urgently addressed so that all children get the best start in 
life. 
 
To help parents look after children both in the home and in childcare we will: 

 Introduce six months paid parental leave, to be shared between parents during the first 
year after birth, in addition to existing maternity leave. There is strong evidence that 
children benefit most from spending the first year of their lives with a parent. This 
change should be introduced gradually over a five year period with an investment of 
€273m 

 

 Provide the right to unpaid parental leave for both parents up to the child’s third 
birthday, similar to that available in Germany, with appropriate requirements for 
providing notice to employers 

 

 Introduce a ‘childcare subsidy’, where the state pays part of the cost of childcare for 
children under three before they are eligible for a pre-school place. This subsidy should 
be introduced in 2017 to initially benefit lower-income families, and should be expanded 
gradually to include all children in quality childcare. These supports would only be 
available to childcare providers that sign up to high quality curriculum and quality 
standards, based on the existing Aistear and Siolta framework, with provisions to ensure 
that fees are not excessive 

 

 Make sure all children get the best start in life by ensuring that high quality pervades all 
aspects of our childcare provision. We will establish a comprehensive framework for the 
early education profession, including qualifications, professional development and 
remuneration. We will link qualifications to pay, ensuring that early education 
professionals are incentivised to stay in the sector after graduation 

 

 Insist on new schools providing appropriate pre-school facilities to assist in transition 
and help parents avoid multiple drop-off points 

 

 Ensure that all children with disabilities or who have other additional needs get support 
to access childcare, based on the recommendations in the second report of the 
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Interdepartmental Working Group, including speech and language therapists and other 
appropriate early intervention2 

 
 

2. Community and Voluntary Sector 

 

The Green Party believes that a strong and vibrant community, voluntary and charitable sector 
can support and enhance the broad social, economic and environmental objectives of the State. 
development and activism, but also acting as a critical voice for social inclusion, the goals of 
equality, access to justice, the equitable distribution of income and resources and environmental 
protection can be attained. 
 
This is not to say that the community and voluntary sector should fill the gaps that the State fails 
to provide, but rather that it works in partnership with the State, its agencies, and civil society 
towards building a fairer society. It is vital that the community and voluntary sector remains 
autonomous and independent of the 
State, however, and that it is free to criticise Government policies and not operate in fear that 
their criticism may lead to funding cuts or abolition. 
 
It is essential that the unique role of the sector is valued and cherished by the State as a key 
partner in the fight for social justice and equality. The Green Party advocates the incremental 
restoration of the disproportionate cuts that the sector has endured since the fiscal crisis began, 
as the economic outlook of the State improves. 
 
We will: 

 Work with the sector to produce a new ‘Framework for Community Support’ to guide 
and drive the development of the community and voluntary sector, fulfilling its role as a 
critical actor in creating and sustaining vibrant and viable communities throughout the 
country. As part of this development we will ensure that the responsibilities and 
leadership of relevant Government Departments are better aligned and configured 

 

 Increase core funding of the sector, through relevant Government 

 Departments, and ring-fence this funding for a minimum of five years to enable 
organisations to plan strategically and strengthen the services they provide, as well as 
fulfilling their advocacy role. 

 

 Review how the state supports the sector, and in particular how the move to 
commissioning is understood and implemented, so that the integrity and effectiveness 
of the sector and its unique role are respected. 

 

 Ensure that the State’s regulatory and administrative systems dealing with the sector act 
as effective supports, as well as fulfilling their oversight role3 

 
 
 

3. Disability 

 

The Green Party considers disability to be a natural part of the human condition, which some 
people may experience from birth and others acquire as part of life’s journey. Disability inclusion 
needs to be embraced by all Government departments and public bodies. 
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The Green Party supports: 

 The ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with 
Disabilities (UNCRPD) which Ireland signed in 2007 
 

 An Irish Sign Language Bill to accord it official recognition 
 

 An increase in the Disability Allowance 
 

 An increase in the budget for disability services, including Home Support and Personal 
Assistance 
 

 Addressing the large unmet need for speech and language, physiotherapy, and 
occupational therapy 
 

 Specific inclusion of the needs of people with disabilities in future housing policies 
 

 Ensuring that new transport subsidy schemes provide for people with mobility needs, 
including those who would have been eligible for the Motorised Transport Grant and 
Mobility Allowance Schemes prior to  their closure. 
 

 The disability spending above will be provisioned by an additional €90m per annum4 
 

 
4. Education 

 

We will propose changes at both second and third level that will reduce the emphasis on the 
importance of the grades received in the Leaving Certificate examinations. This will give greater 
freedom at second level to deepen understanding of both the subject areas and of the students’ 
own strengths, instead of primarily teaching how to pass the exam. Third level education will 
also benefit, as students will enter with a less exam focussed approach to advancing their true 
education, developing the kind of skills that employers and society need. 
 
This is an investment that Ireland has to make. A strong education system supports a sustainable 
and adaptable society capable of thriving in the face of multiple changes. Investment in 
education benefits all of us. We need to improve the conditions of pre-school, primary and 
secondary education. 
 
We will: 

 Plan to reduce staff-student ratios across all levels, allowing more small group learning 
opportunities at primary and secondary 

 

 Reintroduce ex-quota status of guidance provision in secondary schools with an 
investment of €32m a year. Guidance counsellors support the mental health of students 
and are an essential support for young people from disadvantaged and immigrant 
backgrounds in particular 

 

 Make school dinners available for all school children as in other countries starting with 
initial funding of €25m per annum. This improves school performance and benefits 
health and wellbeing 
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 Invest in lifelong teacher training. At the primary level, this will focus on promoting 
mental resilience, scientific observation and enquiry, as well as outdoor and sports 
activities. At secondary level, it will additionally focus on developing critical thinking 
skills 

 

 Reform primary level skills development and reduce emphasis on homework. 
International studies indicate that homework at primary level may offer little academic 
benefit and demotivate children. A new approach to homework should look at building 
children’s strengths and confidence 

 

 In transition year, provide for children from different schools to spend two weeks in a 
“learning in nature” scheme where they are involved in preparing and planting land for 
harvest later that year. It would be established on a pilot basis and expanded until every 
fourth year student could avail of the scheme. Initially with a €5m per annum budget 

 

 Support junior cycle reform, but delay assessments until third year, since overemphasis 
on assessment in second year may be counter-productive 

 
Access to education in Ireland is still not as equitable as it should be. We have increasing student 
numbers at third level, and significant increases in primary and secondary level in certain 
geographic areas. However, poor planning in the face of well anticipated shifts in educational 
needs are creating problems now and will create problems in the future, unless they are tackled 
much more energetically. Removing barriers to education, at all levels, is a key priority 
 
The Green Party proposes to: 

 End any discrimination at school entry on the basis of religion or special education needs 
 

 Support a second year of funded pre-school education, coupled with improved pre-
school inspections 

 

 Support rural schools, with continued funding for schools with less than four teachers, 
where student travel costs of time and money justify this 

 

 Overhaul CAO third level entry and leaving certificate examination. Other skills in 
addition to memory work and exam technique will be increasingly assessed5 

 
 

Digital: 

The Green Party will: 

 Promote education of children about online safety, what their data rights are, and why 
it’s important6 

 

 Support tech literacy education for all ages across the country, to allow people of all 
ages and backgrounds to benefit from IT7 

 

The Irish Language: 
The Green Party is fully committed to the development and support of a vibrant national 
approach to our first language. It therefore commits to initiatives at a range of levels: 
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 Develop two Irish language syllabi at post-primary level: ‘Irish Language’ and ‘Irish 
Language Literature’. In the examinations of the course ‘Irish Language’, the pupils’ 
spoken, written, understanding and writing skills would be examined, according to the 
Common European Framework of Reference for Language Learning. The course ‘Irish 
Language Literature’ would be made available to pupils who show particular ability in 
Irish.8 

 
5. Health 

 

Health funding: 
The Green Party: 

 Supports measures to ensure clear and meaningful labelling of foods so that people can 
make an informed choice regarding what they eat 

 

 Supports targeted public programmes to improve education and practice related to oral 
hygiene and to improve access to dental care 

 
Health information and marketing: 

 We support the International Obesity Task Force’s “Sydney Principles” as a basis to 
restrict commercial marketing of foods to children 

 We advocate planning restrictions on outlets selling high calorie “junkfood” and 
beverages within or adjacent to schools and a ban on their sale in schools and other 
public buildings frequently used by children 

 We support minimum pricing for alcohol and a ban on advertising of alcohol on 
television and radio and in association with sporting events. 

 We advocate greater restrictions on access to forms of gambling which appear to be 
particularly addictive or particularly attractive to children 

 

Health choices: 

 The Green Party supports the implementation of a Sugar Tax9 
 

6. Immigration and Asylum 

 

On asylum, the Green Party will: 

 Dismantle the direct provision system and replace it with an efficient and humane 
system for determining the status of asylum seekers10 

 

 Create an independent appeals mechanism for asylum decisions and include the asylum 
and immigration systems within the remit of the Ombudsman and the Children’s 
Ombudsman11 

 
On immigration, the Green Party will: 

 Introduce an Immigration Act to codify areas such as the right to family reunification, 
the rights of children and access to permanent residency in order to reduce the level of 
discretion left to the Minister for Justice12 
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7. Justice 

 

On prisons, the Green Party will: 

 Increase the age limit for the application of the Garda Youth Diversion to 18- 24 year 
olds13 

 
8. Mental Health 

 

We would require the Department of Health to oversee the full implementation and 
resourcing at national level of the policies of 2006 ‘Vision for Change’ into mental health 
care; the emphasis being on recovery as far as is possible and on facilitating full 
information and choice for patients around all forms of treatment including talking 
therapies 
 

 Care in the community should be provided and adequately resourced where possible 
with hospital admission as a last resort 

 

 We support the integration of access to psychotherapy, counselling and social care 
services into all Community Mental Health Teams and primary care teams, including 
the Child and Adolescent service 

 

 We should resource provision of early childhood and family interventions for families 
experiencing parenting difficulties 

 

 The appointment of a Mental Health Promotion Officer in schools is needed to 
provide mental/emotional health programmes 

 

 We will begin implementation of mental health reform with an additional €35m per 
annum14 

 
 

9. Social and Family Issues 

 

Equality and Respect are core concepts within the Green Party constitution. We will create a 
more equal Ireland where minority populations and the disenfranchised are given the full 
respect and support of the law. 
 
We will: 

 Legislate for fathers to have automatic guardianship of their child from the birth of the 
child 

 

 Legislate to ensure the registration of fathers’ names on the birth certificates of their 
child 
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 Promote recognition of the problem of domestic violence experienced by female and 
male spouses and partners and reverse the cuts to organisations dealing with sexual 
violence 

 

 Provide forensic child protection services and sexual assault services delivered through 
close cooperation between the health service and An Garda Síochána throughout the 
country to ensure best practice in the protection of victims of abuse 

 

 Reverse the cuts to the Lone Parent’s Allowance 
 

 Recognise the Traveller Community as a minority ethnic group 
 

 Initiating an audit of local authorities’ delivery and implementation of Traveller 
accommodation plans15 

 
 

10. Youth  

 

We aim to invest in our youth, particularly those aged between 18 and 26 for whom the 
recession took a devastating toll. It is at this point that the State needs to redouble its 
investment in people to open up opportunities for their futures. 
 
For young people, we will: 

 Lower the voting age to 1616 
 

 Along with reducing the voting age to 16, we support educational reforms that will 
engage young people in politics through school and community programmes17 

 

 Fully implement the Aftercare Bill, which guarantees a right to aftercare assessment on 
turning 18 and leaving care and ensuring the resulting services are fully resourced18 
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