
 

Summary of the People Before Profit General Election 2016 
Manifesto Commitments in Relation to Children1 

 

This document is produced by the Children’s Rights Alliance and is a compilation of the information 
contained in the People Before Profit (PBP) manifesto for General Election 2016. As the information 
is sourced from an external party, we do not accept responsibility for its content. 
 
 

1. Arts 

 

PBP will: 

 Opening up existing facilities such as schools and colleges for after-school artistic 
activities for children and teenagers. Open up NAMA buildings for use by local arts 
organisations. 2 

 

 All children having greater access to culture\art as a right, both within and outside the 
education sector. 3 

 

 A new fund targeted at promoting access to arts participation in disadvantaged areas for 
adults and children.4 

 
2. Childcare 

 

Childcare is a vitally important aspect in the life of the child. The current model of early years 
care and education being provided on a for-profit basis creates huge inequalities in society, 
disadvantaging many children and their families. A universal childcare system, funded through 
progressive taxation, is essential to provide all children with the best possible start to their lives. 
PBP will: 
 

 Introduce a system of childcare funded by the state. In the immediate term parents will 
receive a state subsidy and only pay a maximum of 30%. The provision will be fully 
funded for those on low incomes; 
 

 Increase the regulation of all child-minders and after school services; 
 

 Facilitate professionalisation of childcare workers through increasing pay and requiring 
and enabling progression to qualifications at levels 7 and 8 on the qualifications 
framework; 
 

 Introduce maternity leave entitlements which allow a parent to remain at home for at 
least a child’s first year, and extend paternity leave to be balanced with maternity leave. 
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3. Disability 

 

PBP view disability as a societal issue, and not solely an individual impairment. An inclusive and 
accessible society for all should be paramount. People with disabilities cannot take action, be 
that political or otherwise, to promote their human rights without the relevant resources being 
made available. The stark reality is that resources cost money and the denial of resources has 
the reciprocal effect of stifling the voices of people with disabilities to advocate for their own 
rights. PBP will: 
 

 Immediately ratify The United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with 
Disabilities (UNCRPD), without change and alter all relevant legislation in accordance 
with the UNCRPD; 

 

 Reverse all cuts that people with disability have suffered under consecutive 
governments; 

 

 Provide a universal health service free at the point of delivery, funded through 
progressive taxation, democratically planned by health workers and service users with 
an emphasis on prevention and social support; 

 

 Ensure publically owned and funded disability services and oppose privatisation as this 
will work against the social model and lead to the reintroduction of a medicalised 
system; 

 

 Improve the quality of services for people with disabilities.6 
 

 

4. Drugs 

 

PBP will: 
 Overhaul what and how children and young people are taught about drugs in schools, 

ensuring accurate, factual information is provided about the effect of drugs, their 
composition and contents, and the potential dangers and realties of drug consumption7

 

 

 
5. Education 

 

People Before Profit believe education is a right and not a privilege. A universal, life-long 
national education service must be implemented to promote decent skills and opportunities 
throughout all our lives. Schools, universities and colleges must remain in public ownership and 
be democratically controlled. PBP will ensure: 
 
Primary and Post Primary Education 
The provision of modern, spacious, fully-equipped schools with multiple science labs, computer 
labs and classrooms with wifi access and all educational materials provided free of charge; 
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Appropriate counselling and guidance services and SNA provision for all pupils. Early 
intervention should be provided for those with Special Needs and a reversal of the 15% cut to 
special needs support; 
 

 Provision of additional resources for disadvantaged and traveller students; 
 

 Teachers and SNAs have a maximum class contact time of 18 hours per week; 
 

 Maximum class sizes enabling effective teaching and learning that supports the needs of 
every pupil. PBP will reduce class sizes, working towards a maximum of 18 at primary 
level, at senior level 24 pupils in single age classes; 20 pupils in two-age-group classes; 
15 pupils in classes of three or more age group; 
 

 Access to education will not be controlled by religious beliefs. Discriminatory admissions 
practices that see children denied access to schools based on religion will be outlawed; 
 

 Small schools will be protected and supported in line with the wishes of local 
communities and parents, particularly in rural areas; 
 

 Curriculum will include subjects that promote creativity and civic responsibility; 
 

 National assessment methodologies will be determined in the context of academic 
standards, quality and inclusive practice, not cost savings. Teachers will not be placed in 
a position where their professional integrity may be compromised.8 

 
 

6. Health 

 

Health: 
PBP is committed to creating a National Health Service that is universal, comprehensive and 
democratically planned. This will be funded by progressive taxation and free at the point of 
access. This will seek to overcome health and wealth inequalities evident in contemporary Irish 
society. Health inequality, including mental health inequality, is linked to income and wealth 
inequality. We can, therefore, improve everyone’s physical and mental health through a general 
policy of wealth redistribution. PBP will: 
 

 Propose a constitutional amendment to prevent the privatisation of our health 
service; 
 

 Increase funding for Mental Health and Disability Services with at least 25% of the 
Mental Health budget going to Child mental health; 
 

 Implement ‘Vision for Change’ staffing recommendations (Adult services at 75%; 
Children’s services at 50%); 
 

 Develop a system of 24-hour access to emergency beds in children’s wards with 
trained staff for mental health emergencies and ensure out-of-hours Social Work 
cover from Tusla for childcare emergencies; 
 

 Improve liaison with and availability of school supports such as School Counsellors, 
Resource Teachers, SNAs and NEPS psychologists; 
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 Reduce the over-reliance on prescribing drugs in the mental health service. Improve 
access to alternatives such as Social Support, Occupational Therapy, Psychotherapy 
and access to art and creative therapies. Access to trained advocates and the 
systematic use of Advance Health Directives will be introduced;9 

 
Food: 
PBP will: 
 

 Ban vending machines selling sugary drinks in schools; 
 

 Impose an extra 10% tax on producers of sugar-sweetened drinks as part of a wider 
strategy to tackle over-consumption; 

 

 Place sugar and salt warnings on food packaging. Prohibition of the sale of foods with 
high fat, salt and sugar content in schools. Banning the advertising of these foods in 
schools and in the areas surrounding schools.10 

 
7. Homelessness 

 

People Before Profit recognises housing as a human right, not as an asset or commodity. Ireland 
currently has a housing crisis and PBP has been proactive in campaigning for an emergency 
house building programme since 2011. In this time the crisis has worsened and the government 
has and continues to implement policy decisions that will return Ireland to a property bubble 
and facilitate a future homeless crisis. PBP will: 
 

 Immediately declare a national housing emergency to allow the State access the funds 
needed; 

 

 Establish an Independent National Housing Agency to oversee the delivery of safe and 
culturally appropriate Traveller Accommodation; 

 

 Impose a moratorium on evictions where owners of a family home can show genuine 
distress; 
 

 Introduce a homeless charter that gives people who are in emergency accommodation 
an option of leaving after 6 weeks.11 

 
8. Racism 

 

People Before Profit declares itself completely opposed to racism in all its forms, including 
Islamophobia, anti-semitism, and anti-Traveller racism. We regard the ordinary people of every 
nation, ethnic group and creed, as our sisters and brothers. People Before Profit rejects the idea 
that there is a particular link between Islam and terrorism. PBP will seek to overcome all 
instances and causes of racism through: 
 

 Recognition of Traveller ethnicity by the Irish State; 
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 Establishing an Independent National Housing Agency to oversee the delivery of safe 
and culturally appropriate Traveller Accommodation; 

 

 Ending direct provision; 
 

 Ending the practice of deporting asylum seekers. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


